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TRANSLATOR’S NOTE

IT is the bounden duty of a  translator to give to the utmost of his power the meaning of the author who entrusts him with this responsible task, without introducing any colour 
from his own thought.This is doubly imperative in the case of a scientific work on a highly controversial subject, one, moreover, to which the application of the experimental and non-controversial method followed in 

this book is so highly desirable.I have endeavoured to avoid every kind of locution that might tend to colour the author’s meaning in any way. I have kept in close touch with Dr. Osty during the progress of the work, and 
have retained the terms meta-normal, para-normal, and supernormal—which he uses as signifying “ beyond/' “ outside,” and “ above ” thought, but not as implying separate modes of cognition. I have been asked by a distinguished psychologist 
why the word “ cognition ” has been used in some places and 
“ knowledge ” in others. As I understand it ” cognition ” refers 
to the process, ” knowledge ” to the result.” Thought ” is used in its psychological sense to include all mental action, conscious, subconscious, and transcendental to 
Time and Space. " Modality ” is used as it is by Oird in the sense of " collective modes.”” Psychism ” is used to cover the psychic activity in a human 
being ; ” dynamo-psychism,” as used by Geley, a psychic energy pervading Nature and individualised in man—a dynamic psychic power. ” Synergy ” is used as synchronic and connected energy.

As this very important study of a special function is intended for students as well as for the general public, the references to other French works have been left as in the original, where no English translation is available : to translate them would be to give a false impression and to debar them from reference by those who may wish to consult them.Some readers may consider that the words “ metagnomy ” and 
** metagnomic ” occur more often than literary style requires; but Dr. Osty has not only to bear in mind the scientific accuracy of his sentences, but also the misrepresentations of a certain class of critics who do not scruple to detach from their context passages 
which, standing alone, would convert into general statements



those w hich  axe o n ly  applicable to  m etagnom ic s e n s itiv e s ; i.e. 
persons w hose special fa c u lty  is the delineation o f hum an lives. 
F o r th is  reason he h as found it  necessary to  stress v e ry  frequently  
th e special characteristic  o f th e facu lty  in action. D ealing with 
sub ject-m atter th a t  excites th e violent and unreasoning h ostility 
th a t p erverts e very  unw elcom e fact, I th in k  it  due to  th e  auth or to 
retain  his purpose b y  stressing th at the whole w ork is  upon one 
aspect o n ly  o f th e w hole facu lty .

“  C ryptesthesia "  and "  M etagnom y.”

T h e author w rites to  m e :
“  Cryptesthesia signifies | a hidden sense * and therefore implies 

a sensory system  registering vibrations unperceived b y  the normal 
senses. T h is  m ay be correct for telepathy, vision a t a  distance, 
discovery of hidden water-springs, etc., for we n a tu ra lly  imagine 
these phenomena as resulting from  sensations. B u t when a 
percipient reveals an event that happened yesterd ay  or a  hundred 
years a g o ; still more when th at event has not y e t taken  place, it 
is no longer possible to suppose th at his fa cu lty  is registering 
vibrations o f a n y  kind.

"  I am  aware th at the term  I have chosen is strange and m ay 
seem uncouth, but I use it because it im plies no m ore th an  the 
fact of supernormal cognition of hum an lives.”

Stan ley  D e  B rath.
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PREFACE

I
N  1913 I summed up in m y book, Lucidity and Intuition, 
the results of three years’ experim ental work on the strange 
facu lty  possessed b y  certain persons of revealing the 
sequences of individual lives independently of normal 
intelligence, of norm al sensorial information, and also of the 
unavoidable obstacles which Tim e and Space place in the w ay 
of ordinary perceptions.

In  succeeding years I have continued to explore this department 
of an unknown psychology. T h e book, which in 1913 reflected 
m y know ledge of the subject, satisfies me no longer though it 
contains m any observed psychological facts th at remain un
changed. I t  w ill not be reissued.

W ishing to  resume this stud y and to  define its  foundations 
before proceeding to  the m ysterious origins of human thought, 
I  found m yself obliged to  start altogether afresh.

B y  w a y  of introduction I first wrote a book, Le sens de la vie 
humaine, in which I endeavoured to trace the progressive mental 
evolution of hum anity and to  show how Man appears to impartial 
and inform ed Reason under the aspect of his "  thought-function.”  

I now present to  inform ed readers this new book, which has a 
double purpose— to  trace the main outlines of the problem of 
supernorm al cognition, and to m ake a general psychological study 
of the conditions under which th at study is most fe rtile ; nam ely 
when a  person endowed w ith  supernormal faculty, exercises 
it  upon a  hum an personality. Readers of Lucidity and In 
tuition w ill n ot find the present work merely an enlarged, 
pruned, and corrected edition of the former b o o k ; but an 
entirely new sum m ary of the results of tw elve years’ investiga
tions, ju st as if  I had w ritten nothing previously on the subject.

E xce p t in the first part, in which I pass rapidly over the various 
m anifestations of supernorm al faculties, I shall not cite authorities. 
T h e  book is not a  w ork of erudition, but an entirely original study 
of personal experim ent, independent of reading, and conducted 
w ithout intentional reference to any influence but that of the 
observed facts. In  face of phenomena th at have been affirmed, 
denied, distorted, and very  diversely explained and interpreted, 
I h ave  set aside all th at has already been said, being resolved to 
accept no suggestions but those of the experimental facts them 
selves
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T h e  b o o k is  n ot a  sum m ary of other m en’s w ork w ith  additions 
o f m y ow n, b u t is m y  contribution of personal research in M eta
norm al psychology.

T h e  b iological problem  set forth  is so im portant in itself and in 
its  im plications, th a t I do not doubt th a t th e  scientific w o rld  will 
w ish to  v e rify  the exactitu de o f m y experim ental d ata . I hope 
th a t  m en of science w ill not rem ain indifferent or merely 
p assively  interested spectators of the psychological drama 
exh ib ited  in  the following pages.

T h e  phenom enon of supernorm al cognition is, as w ill be seen, 
reproducible a t w ill, provided th a t its processes are know n. It 
does not depend on an y  faith  in th e witnesses, nor on a n y  beliefs, 
w hether positive or negative, b u t on ex a ct observation s and on 
experim ents th a t can be renewed a t a n y  tim e. I t  is n ot to  be 
judged b y  a n y  d icta  such as I  believe or I  do not believe, b u t by 
precise verification of the facts.

In  publishing these results of personal research, I ta k e  the 
w hole responsibility of placing the scientific w orld  in  a  position 
to  reproduce the series of experim ents from  w hich I h av e  received 
d a ta  on one of the m ost profoundly interesting problem s pre
sented to  m ankind.

I hope th a t a  com m ittee of unbiassed m en o f science only 
desirous of truth  and holding such positions as w ill m ake their 
verdict decisive, m ay, after reading th is book, v e r ify  experi
m entally the soundness of its  conclusions.

Such a confirm ation of m y observations w ould result in  bringing 
into the realm  of science phenom ena th a t h ave  h ith erto  lain  out
side its  purview  because th ey have been considered (without 
examination) to  be absurd. T reated  as scientific d a ta  they 
should receive investigation a t the hands of m an y com petent 
experim enters, and speedily lead to  fru itfu l results.
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SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES 
IN MAN

P A R T  I

SUPERNORMAL COGNITION UNDER ITS 
DIFFERENT ASPECTS

C H A PTE R  I

M A N , K N O W N  A N D  U N K N O W N

F
ROM  a view  of m ankind emerging from the depths of the 
past, i t  is easy  to  perceive th at the concept Man has 
form ed of his own personality has grown pari passu w ith 
th e progressive stages of his thought.

U n til m odem  tim es, through lack of intellectual discipline in 
observation and research, his concepts have been built up under 
th e suggestion of introspective observation and emotional and 
m ystical tendencies. H is desires and beliefs have taken form in 
various religious and philosophic system s. Religious and philo
sophical explanations h ave the quality  of the epochs and of the 
nations in w hich th e y  a p p ea red ; th ey are a t the level of the 
m en tality  of those w ho conceived them  and of the human groups 
th a t accepted them.

B y  long training of thought, Man has in these present tim es 
been led to  the discovery of exact rules for investigation and 
inference in research. H e has invented the experim ental m ethod 
of physical science beginning w ith  the study of facts and inferring 
law s w hich allow  of phenom ena being foreseen and often of being 
reproduced.

Successively applied to  astronom y, physics, chemistry, and all 
dynam ic m anifestations of M atter, this method has brought about 
a  v a st developm ent of these sciences from  their early rudim entary 
forms.

W e are now, it  m ay be said, beginning to  apply this experi
m ental m ethod to  the stud y of hum an beings,

M an has ceased to  consider himself as an exception in the 
universe, b u t rather as an integral p art of it Henceforth he
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studies hum anity from  outside, no longer p ro jectin g  upon his 
fellows the results o f his introspective observation. A n d  a t this 
point cognition splits into tw o p arts— on th e  one side the 
speculations w hich ultim ate in  opinions and beliefs, b u t not in 
k n o w le d g e ; and on the other dem onstrable, verifiable and 
com m unicable knowledge proceeding from  scientific m ethod and 
fru itfu l in useful applications.

Scientific research is closed to  sentim ent and to  th e traditions 
th a t are so tenacious of life because b o m  o f our desires and 
illusions. T h e m an of science now  studies life w ith o u t taking 
an y  account of the aspect w hich beliefs m ay  h a v e  g iven  to  it.
T h e hum an being has become an o b ject o f s tu d y  on th e  same 
basis as all other forms of organized m a tte r ; o n ly  m ore com plex 
than others because at the sum m it o f the series o f anim al evolu
tion, and therefore having a  larger num ber o f inherited and 
acquired aptitudes.

F or about a century, anatom ists, physiologists, biologists, 
anthropologists and psychologists, h ave u ndertaken th e study 
of physical man, convinced th at there is w ith in  him  m uch that 
is unknown but nothing unknowable.

W hat stage has this knowledge now  reached ?
I shall not here endeavour to  draw  up a  balance sheet o f that 

knowledge which has grown alm ost entirely  under th e  eyes of the 
present generation. Its  to ta l is large, and even  astonishing if  we 
compare the long period th at m an has existed  w ith  th e  progress 
made in one century.

General hum an structure, its functional m echanism , and the 
constituent elements of th e tissues, h ave been explored  u p  to  the 
lim its th at instrum entation allows. T h is is th e easier p a rt and 
the most advanced.

The processus of a ctiv ity  in the diverse fun ction s has been 
studied in its m ain outlines, and general law s h ave  been established 
governing digestion, assim ilation, excretion, respiration, the 
secretions, sensibility and m otricity, w hich th row  lig h t upon one 
another and lead to  conclusions on the functional co-ordination 
of the human body, variable indeed, b u t increasingly clear and 
useful.

T h e m ost com plex o f all those functions— th e function  of 
thought— h as'been  studied in the sam e m anner, in tegratin g it 
w ith the general functioning of th e organism . A n a ly sis  has 
endeavoured to disentangle its  confused and interw oven  elem ents. 
Starting from the stud y of simple sensori-m otor reflexes, analysis 
has proceeded to  psychic-reflexes, association-reflexes o f increasing 
com plexity, and to the m ethod b y  w hich psycho-physiological 
habits are formed. Cerebro-psychic inter-relations— th e  reactions I
of organic states on the function of thought, and of th o u gh t on the
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organism — h ave been closely studied. T h is study has been 
com parative, having regard to  age, race, health, sickness, and the 
different stages in physical life.

These positive investigations have resulted in an important 
to ta l o f know ledge which has led to  m any useful discoveries in 
m an y directions and given greater security to life.

N evertheless this total, so large considering the time during 
w hich it  has been amassed, still leaves the m ystery of man 
unsolved. T h a t still remains to  be discovered.

T h e  organising energy in the fertilised ovum  concealing so 
m an y potential activ ities and heredities, which transform that 
m icroscopic com plex into a  hum an being w ith all its human 
intricacies and cap acity  for thought, still remains entirely 
m ysterious.

T h e intim ate detail of sickness, old age, and death are still 
unexplored biological secrets. W e cannot give even the beginning 
of an explanation how individual life originates nor how it ceases.

A n d  w h at shall we say  concerning th at function of thought 
w hich through succeeding centuries has been developed and 
adapted to  life  under the influence of life, and, after its long 
infancy, has, alm ost in our own days, discovered the method of 
research th a t leads to  perm anent and useful acquirem ent ? 
W hat can we say  of th at thought-function which has formulated 
so m any hypotheses on the meaning of life, has surmised so m any 
aspects of the possible, and desiring to satisfy every curiosity has 
sought to explain  itself and all else ? W hat can be said of a force 
th a t presses so persistently against the bounds of the small 
aggregation of m atter in which it  is confined ?

M an is him self the profoundest enigma y et encountered, the 
m ore insoluble as knowledge increases. T h e increasing data do 
b u t extend the problem  of life beyond any lim its th at we can 
foresee.

Man in fa c t on ly know s himself and the external world b y  the 
senses th at system atize the inform ation he receives, more especially 
b y  sigh t— the m ost inform ing of any. W hence comes the difficulty 
unsurm ounted, despite the m ost ingenious ancillary instruments, 
o f penetrating the actualities o f life which we imagine to be 
reducible to  th a t incomprehensible thing— Energy ?

Life, its  associated dynam ism s, their nature, their modalities, 
their law s and their interactions are realities of which our normal 
or assisted vision can  only perceive the results— cells, organs, 
m uscular m ovem ents, chem ical products, and the like. Life, in 
its  fundam ental reality, beyond sensorial appearances, escapes us, 
and, seem ingly, w ill continue to  escape us. Our intelligence is 
o n ly  equipped for the perception of forms and relations.

Scientific m en of to-day are usually fu lly  aware of t h is : they
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k n o w  th a t m an, under th e  lim itation s o f his senses cannot hope 
to  kn o w  a n y th in g  b eyon d “  phenom ena ”  and th a t his sciences 
d eal w ith  “  appearances.”  T h ere are, how ever, m en of science, 
som e o f h igh  repute, w ho h ave  thought w ell to  g iv e  a biologic 
exp lan ation  o f th e hum an being, based on th e v e ry  restricted 
inform ation  now  availab le  and th e d a ta  furnished b y  a  psycho
p h ysio lo gy  still in its  earliest stages and as y e t uncertain  w hat 
lin e to  take. H avin g  o n ly  as y e t been able to  s tu d y  the common 
m anifestations o f the principal organic functions, and unable 
to  p enetrate deeper, th e y  h ave  im prisoned hum an life w ithin  the 
circle o f their few  superficial acquirem ents. T h e y  h ave  treated 
hum an personality, raised so far ab ove other liv in g  form s by 
religions and philosophies, as a  mere m achine for the transform a
tion  of energy differing from  all other organism s o n ly  in  being 
m ore com plex. T h e y  h ave m ade th e thought-fun ction  nothing 
m ore th an  the sum  of accum ulated reflexes co-ordinated and 
m aintained as organic habits reacting to  extern al stim uli. T h ey  
h ave  judged Consciousness— th at am azing enigm a— to  be a re
sultant, a sensation superadded to  other sensations, a  p oten tia lity  
dom inating the physico-chem ical reactions o f th e  b ody, an 
epi-phenomenon.

Certainly the m ethod of scientific stu d y  has had th e m erit of 
leading to positive knowledge, to  useful acquirem ents and to  the 
hope of more and m ore fru itfu l research, w hile th e  subjective 
m ethods o f form er tim es were biologically  s te r ile ; b u t w hy 
should we retain the sam e tem per as our predecessors and become 
in some sort a  priestly hierarchy in science ? W h y , a fter  having 
destroyed the useless and m isleading sp ecu lative  m etaphysic, 
should we forthw ith  begin to  speculate w ith  th e  few  results 
attained ? C ertainly w e m ust endeavour to  bu ild  up a  com plete 
positive biology, a  positive and progressive science o f M an ; but 
w h y d o g  the first steps to  th a t know ledge b y  definitions assigning 
lim its to w hat Man is ? H ow  m uch infantile s im p lic ity  underlies 
the self-sufficiency o f m an y sd en tific  m en ! N o  m an w o rth y  of 
th at name is a  doctrinaire, he earns the nam e b y  the scientific 
tem per disciplined b y  research and the criticism  w hich  accepts 
w hat is dem onstrated, and th at alone.

Entering on a scientific stu d y  of Man, all phenom ena of N ature 
m ust be looked upon w ith  a  m ind a live  to  th e im m en sity  o f the * 
problem of L ife  and the slenderness of our m eans o f know ledge, 
which only touch realities under the v e ry  restricted  m odes o f w hat 
th ey appear to  be. I t  is necessary to  purge our m inds resolutely 
o f a ll prejudgm ents and all beliefs w hich in vo lve  h asty , and neces
sarily erroneous explanations. _We sh ould , a ccep t nothin g  th at 
is not dem onstrated, b u t should ven ture on no denials.

Such is the prudent attitude. I f  m an o f the ord inary  ty p e  is
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still so enigm atical, if his life has attained a com plexity that makes 
him  a  little  w orld in himself— a thought issuing from  m atter 
w hich has grow n eager to  explain itself and the universe— a far 
more astonishing spectacle is presented to our eyes when we find 
ourselves in presence of hum an individuals endowed w ith psycho- 
physiological faculties so unexpected from the point of view  of 
ordinary psycho-physiology. This spectacle reveals to  us in a 
flash our profound ignorance of w hat life is and should fill us with 
p ity  for the self-sufficiency of doctrinaires.

T h e few  scientific men who during the last fifty  years have 
extended their curiosity to  research on the supernormal phenomena 
produced b y  certain hum an beings generally called “  m agnetisers," 
“  occultists,”  spiritualists, and the like, have found themselves 
faced w ith  a  category of dynam o-psychic m anifestations which 
h ave obliged them  to  abandon their previous concepts of life and 
m ade them  alm ost despair of being able to construct others.

T h e y  h ave observed beings endowed w ith ability  to act on 
m atter b y  a  power em anating from  them  not reducible to any 
know n force, b u t enabling them  to  m ove objects b y  mere apposi
tion of their hands, or at a  distance w ithout any contact at all.

T h ey  h ave observed beings who in hypnosis and sometimes, 
though m ore rarely, in a  w aking state, can produce nebulous, 
quasi-vaporous m atter developing in a  few  seconds, under the 
eyes of the observers, to a solid state plastic to some indeterminate 
pow er w hich creates forms, usually human (hands, heads, etc.) 
h avin g  all the characteristics of life.

T h e y  h ave observed beings connected w ith their environment 
b y  channels of cognition other than any known sensorial means, 
and, under certain conditions, able to  discern water, minerals, 
m etals, or subterranean cavities, to  reveal the contents of closed 
boxes and sealed letters, or to  perceive distant occurrences as if 
present to their eyes.

T h e y  h ave observed beings having the facu lty  to  reveal the 
consecutive events in the individual lives of others— past events 
subsisting only  as memories, and future events incalculable b y  
reason. From  these experiences, repeated for some th irty  years 
past, th e y  h ave been led to certitude th at the human being is a 
focus o f psycho-physical energy w ith potentialities far surpassing 
its  ordinary m anifestations in daily  life.

R evertin g  to  the h istory o f past ages, th ey  have recognized here 
and there supernorm al m anifestations analogous to those now 
observed, b u t deform ed b y  superstitions. O nly from the phases 
of hum anity near to  our own d ay  have th ey been able to recon
struct a h istory  o f the supernorm al w ith  some degree of precision. 
Prior to  th a t tim e the subject is a chaos in which the real 
supernorm al is buried under innum erable creations of m ystical
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6 SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN
im agination. T h e true cannot be disentangled from  th e m erely 
probable or the certain ly false. On the confines o f h istory  the 
hum an supernorm al is immersed in legend. In  th e age o f m ythos 
there is no distinction between the natural and th e su p ern a tu ra l; 
all nature is one m arvel, Gods and men interm ingle th eir lives in 
daily  affairs. These are the dreams of nations w ith  the m entality  
o f childhood.

D iverse aspects taken b y  the hum an supernorm al succeed 
these— H indu wonder-workers, H ebrew  prophets, pythonesses, 
sibyls, Chaldean magi, Christian ascetics of old tim e . . . sorcerers, 
inspired persons, demoniacs, occultists o f the M iddle A ges . . . 
initiates and occultists of all eras, tryin g  to  w rest from  N ature 
the secret of superhuman power.

In our own d ay since the F o x  sisters a ttrib u ted  th eir pow er of 
unconsciously m oving objects b y  mere contact or a t a  distance to 
discam ate spirits, the diffusion of theoretical and practical 
spiritualism has produced conditions em inently  favourable  to 
the release and cultivation of the dynam o-psychism  la ten t in man. 
These m ystical m arvels showed so m any verifiable fa c ts  capable 
of being reproduced, th at th ey  drew th e a tten tio n  of some 
scientific men. A fter m aking all allow ances for illusion and 
fraud, there still remained an output of phenom ena of th e  highest 
im portance to  the study of the hum an dynam o-psychism .

The received explanation of supernorm al hum an facu lty , like 
th at of normal hum an facu lty , has been p arallel w ith  grow ing 
m entality. I t  comes from the past on tw o  currents— credulity  
and undisciplined research— resem bling one another so closely 
as to seem identical.

D ivine influence w as the first explanation  o f hum an super
norm ality, a t least this is the first recorded in  h isto ry . A pollo, 
enamoured of Cassandra, gives her th e g ift  o f p roph ecy. S ibyls 
and pythonesses writhed under the possession of a  god speaking 
b y  their m outh. T h e H ebrew prophet w as th e vo ice  o f Jehovah 
to his people. E v il spirits also endowed m en w ith  supernorm al 
p o w e r: it  is related th at Simon of Sam aria, called  th e  Magus, 
celebrated and venerated in the R om an w orld, w as precipitated 
from the air into w hich tw o dem ons had raised him , a t the 
prayer of Simon Cephas, our Saint Peter.

Sooner than is usually recognized, the sp iritist concept appears. 
In the second century a .d. Tertu llian  affirm ed before th e  Rom an 
Senate the existence of divination b y  tables, and  spoke o f it  as 
a  current practice. According to  P lu tarch  a  p hantom  w arned 
B rutus of his approaching defeat and death  a t P h ilippi.

Catholic orthodoxy in the M iddle A ges d ivid ed  th e  possessors 
of supernormal powers into tw o groups— those d iv in e ly  inspired, 
receiving during adoration or ecstasy th e pow er of rising from  the
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earth, of vision a t a  distance or into the fu tu re ; and those 
possessed b y  the devil, obtaining their powers b y  th at possession, 
b y  th e dark practices of the K abbala  or b y  sorcery. The former 
were venerated as s a in ts ; the latter were persecuted and expiated 
in torm ents the possession of exceptional but human faculties.

T o -d ay  the m ystical explanation remains on the level of pre
vailin g  hum an m entality. I t  finds its  sustenance in classified 
and recorded phenom ena th at can be reproduced. These 
phenom ena, still inexplicable b y  any known physiology, are 
necessarily presented under an aspect pertaining to  the theo- 
sophical or spiritualist doctrines held b y  most of those from 
w hom  th e y  proceed, and are thought to  be due to  the inter
vention  of hum an discam ate spirits or to  thought projected b y  
im pulse from  certain psychical conditions on to  the spiritual 
plane.

Side b y  side w ith  th is explanation b y  beliefs has grown the 
explanation b y  research. Psychical researchers, repelled b y  
m ystical suggestions, h ave sought a less naive solution to  the 
phenom ena o b se rv e d ; b u t in the absence of directing method 
th ey  h ave followed where chance has led and marked time 
w ithou t progressing, collecting indeed some observed facts 
w o rth y  of retention, b u t heaping up an enormous mass of fanciful 
m atter unadaptable to hum an realities, and therefore useless. 
T h is  is the balance sheet of the “  o c c u lt"  and “  esoteric ”  
sciences. T h e y  were probably engendered in the ancient civiliza
tion  of India, and passed from  tem ple to  tem ple, from nation to  
nation, and from  age to  age, added to, distorted, re-edited, and 
transform ed in each. F abre d 'O livet has recently been at the 
pains of reconstructing them.

T h e y  still h ave adepts. In  the m odem  world we still find 
“  m agi,”  kabbalists, and astrologers, etc., who think to acquire 
supernorm al power or knowledge b y  applying the chaotic doc
trines o f these “  sciences.”  A n y  m an disciplined by real science 
w ho touches on these things is am azed th at tim e and labour 
should be given  to  these pseudo-sciences whose history is one 
long dem onstration of their futility . N o useful discovery has 
ever com e from  them .

E soteric sciences and m ystical explanations w ill continue until 
experim ental science succeeds in explaining human super
norm ality.

A ttra cte d  b y  curiosity  or impelled b y  m ystical desire, m any 
h ave  recently  been led to  cu ltivate  the supernormal, and they 
h av e  brought to  ligh t phenom ena of exceptional import. Sub
jects  h ave appeared, called “  medium s ”  (because thought to be 
interm ediaries), who have com e under the observation of some 
of the Hite of the m odem  scientific world. In  England, W illiam

MAN, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN
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Crookes, O liver Lodge, A lfred  Russel W allace, and o th e rs; in 
G erm any, the astronom er Zollner, th e psych ologist Schrenck- 
N o tz in g ; in Ita ly , Lom broso, Morselli, and o th e r s ; in  Poland, 
O ch o ro w icz; in Russia, A k s a k o ff; in  France, C harles R ichet, 
A m o u ld  de Gram ont, Cam ille Flam m arion, Joseph M axw ell, de 
W atteville , de Rochas, Rm ile B o ir a c ; to  cite  o n ly  a  few  o f the 
early  pioneers who have undertaken to ve rify  and classify  super
norm al phenom ena w ithout troubling them selves ab out the 
h ostility  excited. T h ey  have created a science dealing w ith  the 
forces laten t in m an and given a  strong im petus to  it. This 
science, still unrecognized b y  the universities, grow s b y  the 
labours of isolated experim enters; it  w ill soon be a  branch of 
psycho-physiology.

Henceforward, despite the tendency to h a sty  m ystical explana
tions th at sterilize research, and despite the rid iculous obstinacy 
of scientific dogmatism, the supernorm al is an ad m itted  reality, 
and will remain under scrutiny b y  men of science firm ly  resolved 
to  stud y these aspects of hum an life (new to  them ), and w ill seek 
their applications.

Thus human supem orm ality has gone through th e evolution ary  
phases of all human knowledge. Ju st as astrology, alchem y, the 
notions of H erm etic forces, and m iraculous cures, h a v e  become 
astronomy, chem istry, physics, and m edical science, so hum an 
supem orm ality has become a  chapter in  hum an b io logy. The 
occult gestation is complete and a  new science is b o m  whose 
development will bring m any surprises.



CHAPTER II

H
O W E V E R  dissim ilar in their aspects, normal and 
supernorm al phenom ena proceed from the same 
dynam o-genetic focus— the human being. A s  far as 
I  know  no one sensitive has been discovered capable 

to presenting every  aspect. N o doubt in the end some will 
appear h avin g  all the physiological conditions favouring all kinds 
o f supernorm al m anifestations, b u t up to the present these 
facu lties are, as it  were, specialized. T h is compels the student 
to  separate both  the phenom ena and the human subjects into 
classes, and to  define the exact ground on which his research must 
be localized.

F o r convenience o f statem ent psychists arbitrarily divide 
supernorm al phenom ena, alw ays more or less intermingled, into 
tw o  principal classes : (i) physical or objective phenom ena; in 
w hich the hum an being acts on m atter b y  physiological processes 
other th an  those know n to  science, and (2) m ental or subjective 
p h en o m en a; in w hich thought functions and cognizes under 
conditions th a t official psychology cannot explain.

T h is  book deals w ith  the latter class. T o  close observation 
th is class is really  b u t one supernormal facu lty  with diverse 
m anifestations. I purpose to  take a survey of these manifesta
tions and to  determ ine ex a ctly  the point at which, ceasing to 
explore them  superficially, I shall endeavour to go deeper.

In  the first place— w hat is to  be understood b y  "  supernormal 
cognition ? "  I t  is best defined b y  stating the lim its of normal 
cognition, since the form er begins where the latter ends. I t  
is therefore necessary to  recall some points of elem entary 
psychology.

In  men of the ordinary ty p e  “  knowledge "  is the result of a 
process in itiated b y  sensation, and ending, b y  the specific action 
of the brain, in concrete reflections of external things, and 
general im ages and ideas resulting from  the process of abstraction.

“ T o  know  "  is therefore, definitely, to  have in thought the 
sensorial representation of things, or their conceptual trans
form ation into the sym bolism  of internal language.

W h atever the cap acity  for abstraction possessed b y  a  human
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m ind, and w hatever its  constructive pow er, p erm ittin g  it  to 
develop its  thought far beyond the raw  m aterial o f sensation, the 
fundam ental psychological fact, and first condition  o f m ental 
work, is Sensation— th e transposition in the brain  o f impressions 
into  sensations corresponding to  th e  five  v ib ra to ry  classes 
registered b y  our five senses, under som e u nknow n m ode of 
energy. T h is  psychological necessity lim its b o th  th e  field of 
inform ation and the functional a c t iv ity  of th ough t.

Man, of course, now  knows how  to  supplem ent h is senses. H e 
extends and adds to  them  b y  instrum ents, and th u s indirectly  
comes to  perceive form s o f energy o f w hich, w ith o u t those 
instrum ents he would be unaware. H e ta k e s  cogn izance o f the 
dynam ic m odes of ultra-sensorial vibrations— th e infra-red, the 
u ltra-violet ray s  of the spectrum , th e X -ra y s , rad iation  from 
m atter, etc. etc. H e has become aw are o f w orlds too  d istan t and 
too  sm all for unaided vision. In ven tive  in gen u ity  w ill extend 
the field of sensorial perception beyond a n y  lim it th a t  w e can 
foresee ; but we cannot hope to  extend it  outside th e m odes of the 
sensorial system . T h is sensorial determ inism  lim its know ledge.

T h e m an of the ordinary ty p e  only  know s such realities as he 
perceives directly, or which others perceive and tran sm it to  him 
b y  gesture and expression. O f the p ast he know s o n ly  th e  content 
of his own m em ory or th at brought to  him  b y  h is fellow s through 
spoken or w ritten language, or b y  archaeological rem ains, and the 
like. T h is a lw ays resolves know ledge in to  present sensations 
reproducing vanished sensations.

O f the future he can perceive nothing, an d  therefore, strictly  
speaking, he can know  nothing. T h e  u nkn ow able trea d s close 
upon the actual. B u t we m ust n ot confuse d issim ilar th ings b y  
verbal analogies.

W e speak of scientific foresight. T h e  astronom er know s the 
year, day, and m inute when a  p lanet w ill p ass a  g iv en  point of 
the zodiac, he know s th e tim e of return  of a  com et, and the 
moment of an eclipse. T h e chem ist and th e p h ysicist foresee the 
phenomenon whose conditions th ey  h ave  prepared. T h e  physician 
foresees the death of a patient. These are previsions o f th e same 
kind as th at w hich foresees in th e n igh t th e  retu rn  o f d a y — it  is 
the experience of the past projected in to  th e  fu tu re , it  is  an 
extension into the future b y  repetition of p ast perceptions. Should 
some cosmic or m edical discovery supervene, p revision  is no longer 
adaptable to the actual past. Science foresees on th e  hypothesis 
th at the environm ent w ill rem ain in  th e  futu re w h a t it  h as a lw ays 
been.

Moreover, w e custom arily reckon on th e  fu tu re  o f nations, 
families, and individuals, from  their past. A ccord in g  to  w h a t we 
have already perceived, we presum e w h at w ill occur. H o w  often
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our conjectures p lay  us false 1. T h e human being is a  dynamo- 
psychic focus in  perpetual reaction to  external things, and infers 
consequences according to  changing impressions of causes. Our 
suppositions of the future are b u t frail hypotheses. “  D estiny "  
— th a t regent o f the unrealized— sym bolizes the certitude that 
m an has acquired of his inability  to penetrate beyond the actual, 
— beyond sensation.

Closely bound up w ith  sensorial information, human knowledge 
is brought up short against lim its th at it  can enlarge, but cannot 
cross— lim its of “  space ”  which confine perception to  the field 
o f vision ; lim its of “  tim e ”  which stop it  on the threshold of 
th a t w hich has not y e t occurred. These, a t any rate, are words 
w hich w e place on the frontiers o f our field of information.

W e can therefore ta k e  as “  supernormal ”  all knowledge which 
reaches us b y  other m eans than b y  the a ctiv ity  of the mind 
w orking on the direct or indirect reports of the known senses.
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CHAPTER III

T H E  D I V E R S E  A S P E C T S  O F  S U P E R N O R M A L  
C O G N IT IO N

(i) Supernormal Self-cognition
(a) Autoscopy.

S
O M E  years  ago p sych ologists and p sych ia trists  h a v e  added 
to  th e  five kn ow n senses another sp ecia lizatio n  o f sensi
b ility  to  w hich  th e y  h a v e  g iven  th e nam e of “  coenesthesia "  
— a  sort o f v ita l or interior sense b y  w hich  im pressions 

arisin g  from  th e  in tim ate connection of b o d ily  conditions reach 
th e  brain , (apparently) through th e  sym p ath etic  nervous system .

O f a ll th e  influences origin atin g  in  th e  d ifferent tissues and 
organs, th e  p a rt th a t  n orm ally  reaches consciousness is ve ry  
r e s tr ic te d ; it  am ounts to  those dim  and undefinable sensations 
w hich  sum  u p  a  s ta te  o f h ealth  in  one syn th e tic  sensation of 
p h ysica l a la crity , general w ell-being, or th e  reverse, b y  disturbed 
ph ysiological equilibrium , uneasiness, suffering, d iffused or local 
p ain , and so on. O rdin arily  th e m ental representation  of the 
b o d y  and of its  in tim ate conditions is v e r y  feeble.

B u t  w hen, from  th is point o f v iew  w e p lace ourselves in  a  con
dition  to  observe th e  function  of th o u g h t outside its  conscious 
exercise, w e perceive th a t im pressions o rigin atin g  in  th e  viscera 
furnish to  the subconscious brain  con stan t im pulses w hich  arouse 
v e ry  litt le  or no consciousness. W e can v e rify , for instance, th at 
in  sleep ccenesthetic im pressions m ay  p ro vo ke and d irect dream s. 
T h is  h as g iven  rise to  th e  id ea  th a t th e illusions o f dream  m ight 
reveal obscure b o d ily  conditions, and m ore p a rticu la rly  laten t 
pathological processes a t  th e  beginnings o f m alad ies.1

I t  is ch iefly  under h yp n osis and in  m en tal a ffection s causing 
increased subconscious p sych ic  a c t iv ity  th a t  th e  m ost curious 
phenom ena of supernorm al cognition  of th e  organism  h a v e  been 
observed. T h e  increased sensitiveness d evelop ed  under these 
conditions g ives exception al acuteness to  th e  ccenesthetic sense, 
and th e  cerebral m echanism  unchecked b y  w ill or a tten tio n  to  
other things, g ives a  m ental representation  so com p lete th a t it  
passes in to  hallucination . In  these para-p h ysio logical states 
som e persons h av e  been foun d cap ab le  o f ta k in g  m om en tary

1 Vaschide and Perron. "  La psychologie du rfive au point de viie medical." 
ActualiUs medicates. 1902.
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cognizance o f th e exterio r form  of th eir b o d y  as if  th e y  saw  it  
before them  (external autoscopy), and of the interior o f their 
body as if th e y  saw  into  i t  (internal a u to sco p y).1

D r. P . S o llierh a s  com m unicated to  th e  P sych ologica l S o c ie ty ,2 
tw elve cases o f extern al autoscop y, representing alm ost every  
degree and v a r ie ty  o f th e phenom enon, from  sim ple ccenesthetic 
representation in  w hich  th e  double is fe lt  and recognized as 
identical w ith  th e su b ject w ith o u t being seen, up to  v isu a l 
autoscopy in  w hich th e  phantom  is identical w ith  th e  su b ject 
who sees him self as in  a  m irror.

O bservation  II . . . .  A  case o f m ajo r h ysteria  (Marie F ------ ). V arious
disturbances o f  sen sib ility, b oth  general, sensorial and v iscera l; w ith  
frequent and profound variation s o f personality. A t  n igh tfall, b u t n ever 
in the daytim e, she saw  a b o u t three yard s d istan t, a  phantom  resem bling 
herself and dressed sim ilarly  b u t sm aller. T h is  terrified her and she 
stopped still, and if she w as alone it  som etim es lasted  an hour. T hen  the 
phantom  turned to  the rig h t a lw ays keeping its distance and  disappeared 
behind her ; she said, “  I t  is like a  shadow  turnin g w ith  th e  su n ."  T his 
agitated  her, and interfered w ith  her breathin g. T h e autoscop ic phantom  
disappeared as soon as ligh t w as throw n  on it .

O bservation  X . . . .  A  you n g girl o f  tw en ty-tw o , Jeanne O ------ ,
m ajor hysteria  . . . one even in g w hen sittin g  b y  a  ta b le  on w hich 
was a  sm all lam p, doing n othin g and m using, she sudden ly saw  herself 
as in a  m irror, sam e dress, hands and face. B u t w h a t terrified her was 
to  see the frightened look  in th e eyes. She saw  herself b reathin g and 
livin g in unison w ith  herself. I t  w as a  perfect case o f  visu al h allucin a
tion. T his lasted  for ab o u t an  hour, then a ll becam e dark, and she found 
herself num bed and trem blin g in her arm -chair.

Sollier assim ilates these facts  o f autoscopic h allucin ation  w ith  
the case of G u y  de M aupassant.

" . . .  one of his in tim ate friends reported  to  m e th a t in 1889, when he 
was entering on a  s ta te  o f general paralysis, th a t  he had th is  sam e h allu
cination v e ry  clearly  one afternoon and to ld  m e of i t  th e  sam e evening. 
Seated a t  th e ta b le  in his stu d y , in to  w hich  his servan t had been forbidden 
to  enter, he seem ed to  hear th e door open. H e  turned round and w as n ot 
a  little  surprised to  see his double com e in, s it  dow n facin g him , th e  head 
resting on one hand, and  b egan  to  d icta te  to  him  w h a t he w as engaged in  
w riting. W hen he had finished h e g o t up, and th e hallucination  
vanished. . . . "

1 Fere. "  Note sur les hallucinations autoscopiques ou speculates et sur les 
hallucinations altruistes." Compte rendu de la So ciiti de Biologit, p. 451.

Lemaitre (Geneva). "H allucinations autoscopiques et automatlsmes divers 
chez les ecoliers.”  Archives de Psychologic, Vol. I, 1.

Dr. Comar. "  L ’autosuggestion de 1'organisme chez quelques hysteriques." 
Revue de Neurologic, 1901, p. 491.

"  L'auto-reprdsentation chez les hysteriques.”  Presse midicale, Jan. 17, 1900.
Dr. Buvat. "  L ’auto-representation organique ou hallucinations c£nes- 

thesiques chez les hysteriques." Gazette des Hopitaux, N ov. 25, 1902.
Dr. Bain. "  L ’auto-representation des hysteriques.”  Thesis, 1903.
Dr. Paul Sollier. "  Les pheaoindnes d ’autoscopie (Alcan)," a monograph 

summing up the preceding with personal observations and an explanatory study.
* “  Les hallucinations autoscopiques." Bulletin de t'ln elitut g in iral de 

Psychologic, 1902, 1.
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From  his stud y of these phenom ena Sollier concludes th at the 
subject does not see him self b y  v isu a l hallucin ation , as would 
seem to  be the case, but th a t ccenesthetic sensations are ob
jectified and projected externally.

T h is para-norm al power of perceiving o n e’s  ow n external 
aspect is verified and explained b y  th a t of p erceivin g  th e internal 
aspect, both m odalities being som etim es co-existen t in  th e  same 
person.

I t  was in the application of hypnosis to  h ysterica l subjects to 
restore normal sensibility, and w ithout a n y  in ten tion  of research, 
th at Drs. Comar, B u vat, and Sollier observed in tern al autoscopy.

One of Sollier’s patients (Obs. IV , loc. cit.) saw  and described, 
in her own w ay, “  her veins, heart, lungs, bronchia dow n to  the 
pulm onary vesicles, intestines, ovaries, F a llo p ian  tubes, uterus 
and appendages, muscles, tendons, and skeleton, including that 
of the face, and finally the brain. She h ad  no (normal) know
ledge of the outer forms of these organs nor o f th eir  s tru c tu re ; 
nor of the ovaries and the brain, o f w hich  she described the 
microscopic structure.”

A  patient of Dr. Comar described to  him  th e form  and  function
ing of her heart. Another, an uneducated co u n try  girl, saw  the 
articulation of her hip and described its  perfect sta te , w hen under 
treatment for iliac tuberculosis. In  the sequel he satisfied him
self that disease was hysterical, it  w as cured b y  aw akening the 
patient’s normal sensibility. A nother p atien t described  th e heart, 
the circulatory system , lungs, stom ach, intestines, k id n eys, liver, 
pancreas, and brain, w ithout technical term s, ju st as her 
thought translated the visual im pressions o f th e  m om ent.

A  quotation from Dr. Com ar’s  “  L ’auto-representation  chez 
hysteriqiies (Presse Medicate, Jan. 17 , 1900) w ill g iv e  som e idea 
of the precision th at the brain can obtain  concerning th e  organism  
with which its nerves connect it.

(Major hysteria.) M------ , a patien t whom  I w as trea tin g  b y  m echano
therapy to reawaken normal sensibility, was sudden ly ta k en  ill w ith  fever. 
The temperature went up to  40° C., the on ly  sym ptom  being pain  in the 
right iliac region. . . .  In  the absence o f an yth in g th a t  could  exp lain  such 
a  temperature, I expected to  find hysterical fever, w ith  som e peritonitis 
in the coecal region. T he febrile condition subsided in th ree w eeks. D uring 
this time the patient (under hypnosis) spoke to  m e several tim es o f the 
little skin surrounding the intestines, w hich w as v e ry  red, esp ecially  in one 
place. W ith rest and ice the sym ptom s abated  ; th e  p a tie n t g o t up, b u t 
did not return to normal food. I  le ft her on liquids, and a fte r  som e days 
the same symptoms reappeared m ore stron gly, w ith  n ausea, sw elling of 
the abdomen, constipation, lancinating pain a t  th e  lev e l o f  th e  appendix, 
and fever.

When the tem perature rose to  40° C . I  p u t her in to  a  cool b ath . T h e 
movements caused an increase of pain, and on th e th ird  d a y  a  paroxysm , 
in the course of which the patient told m e th a t th e little  sk in  w as redder
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than ever, and th a t th e little  end of th e intestine w as v e ry  bad. I  availed  
m yself o f the hyp n otic  sta te  to  question her, and ask her w h at she saw. 
"  I do not see th e little  end v e ry  well, I don ’t  know  where i t  ends.”  
"  W h y don’t  you  see i t  ? ”  ** I  canno t see it  because I  d on ’t  feel it. I 
see m y bow el and the skin around I t  because I feel them , b u t I h ave never 
fe lt th a t little  end.”  ”  W e ll,”  I  said, "  feel i t .”  She m ade abdom inal 
m ovem ents accom panied b y  sharp pain, outcries, and words th a t I tran 
scribe. "  Oh, i t  w ill be pierced, it  is v e ry  t h in ; th e little  skin  sticks, i t  
is d o u b le ; and betw een the folds there is a  sort o f thick, d irty  l iq u id ; 
it  sticks and un sticks w hen I m ove ; i t  w ill com e apart, i t  is like a  w hitlow  
on the finger, it  suppurates ; th a t  gives m e fever, and all round th a t place 
is red. A ll th e little  skin  is red in th e whole belly, b u t especially on the 
right side.”  I said, "  F ee l m ore.”  She m ade m ore m ovem ents ; th e pain 
seemed to  increase, and she said, “  O h ! th e little  end is fu ll o f d irty  
m atter ; oh, how  d irty  I b u t i t  has been like th a t a  long tim e. I t  is w h at 
hurts m e ; i t  c a n 't  g e t a w a y .”  . . . ”  F eel m ore.”  . . . "  A h  ! I see the 
end n ow .”  She m ade a  q u ick  m ovem ent and stopped on a sudden, saying, 
"  I t  pricks m e.”  . . . "  W h a t pricks you  ? ”  . . . “  T here is som ething in 
the end.”  . . . "  W h a t ? ” . . . "  I can ’t  see v e ry  well, it  is buried in 
d irty  stuff ; i t  hurts me, and I dare n ot m ove lest it  should b u rst.”  . . . 
"  L est w h a t should b u rst ? ” . . . "  W h y, th e little  end ; there is some 
pointed thin g irritatin g  it, b u t i t  is fu ll of d irt, and I c a n 't  w ell see w h a t 
it  is, b u t if I m ove I am  afraid  th a t  th e point m a y pierce th e bow el.”  . . . 
"  W ell, go on feeling slow ly, ta k in g  care th a t  th e point does n ot p ierce ." 
. . . She then continued to  m ake gentle abdom inal m ovem ents w hich she 
had previously  m ade to  feel th e bowel, and said, “  I t  is m oving ; the little  
end of th e bow el tw ists  ab ou t lik e  a  worm , i t  m oves th e stuff in it  . . . th a t 
goes up . . .  i t  scrapes m e in passing ; now  it  is ou t of the little  end . . . 
i t  is in the large b ow el.”

She continued to  m ake som e m ovem ents, b u t stopped, sayin g th a t i t  
h u rt her too  m uch. I th o u gh t it  inadvisable to  go further on th a t d ay, 
fearing m ore serious developm ents ; and since th e p atien t stopped of her
self, I  th o u gh t it  b etter to  follow  than  to  guide her. H avin g no proof th a t 
w h at she had said w as false, I th o u gh t i t  m ore pruden t to  ta k e  it  for true. 
In  the evening th e tem perature had gone dow n tw o-tenths. N e x t d a y  I  
p u t her under hypnosis again  and  asked if  she could still see the intestine. 
She said, "  Y e s  ; and th e little  p o in t th a t  h u rt m e yesterd a y  is still in th e 
sam e p la ce .”  . . . " W e l l ,  w a ke u p  yo u r b ow el.” ,.  . . She then m ade 
fresh m ovem ents, and said th a t  th e w hole intestine was m oving, th a t the 
little  poin t w as displaced, and th e d irt round it  less th ick . . . . "  F eel 
m ore.”  . . .  A  m om ent later she said, "  I begin to  see better, b u t I on ly  
see one end— it  is like  a  b it  o f bone ab ou t a  centim etre long pointed a t  
one end.”  She then indicated  a  p lace corresponding to  the transverse 
colon. . . . "  F ee l m ore.”  , . . T h e  m ovem ents w en t on. . . . "  W here 
do y o u  see i t  now  ? ”  . . . She in dicated  her le ft  iliac fossa. . . . "  A re  
you  sure ? ” . . . "  I  see i t  q u ite  w ell.”  . . . "  T h en  stop, and don’t  tr y  
to  feel m ore.”  I  then adm inistered an injection  of w ater while she was 
still under hypnosis. O n filtering the w ater I  found a  sm all piece of bone 
of the form  and size th a t th e p a tien t had described. I  then asked her if 
she still saw  th e little  point. "  N o ,”  she said, "  it  has gone ou t w ith  the 
w ater.”

F rom  th a t d a y  th e  tem perature continued to  fa ll. T h e  p atien t when 
questioned under hypnosis declared th a t th e peritoneum  w as less red, th a t 
th e  foulness w hich caused adherence w as gettin g  less. She seemed to  
follow  from  d a y  to  d a y  th e d im inution of the inflam m ation and the 
absorption of th e  exuded m atter. . . .
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T h is  group o f autoscopic phenom ena, th o u gh  far  beyond 

norm al senorial possibility, is, how ever, th a t  in  w hich super
norm al self-cognition is th e easiest to  s tu d y  an d  explain, because 
it  consists in a  m ental representation  o f tissues, viscera, and 
organic functions— th a t is to  say , th e  transform ation  of tactile 
in to  visu al impressions, th e ta ctile  im pressions n o t being strong 
enough to  reach consciousness and to  be tran slated  into  cognition. 
A s  soon as w e begin to  deal w ith  h igher degrees of supernormal 
cognition th an  these, the source o f th e  in form ation  is no longer 
apparent, and in the present s ta te  o f kn ow ledge no e x a ct explana
tion  is possible.

(6) Pre-cognitive diagnosis o f future developments.
P sychical literature abounds in  fa c ts  sh ow ing th a t a human 

being is  occasionally aw are o f even ts in  h is life  inaccessible to 
reason. Som e of these facts  in d icate  a  m en ta l d u a lism ; they 
im ply an anticipatory cognition of h is life  q u ite  b eyon d normal 
thought-functions.

I f  we wish to  begin to  understand som ething o f th e mass of 
phenomena known as "  presentim ents ”  w e m ust set them in 
some kind of order b y  classification. T h is , no d ou b t, can  only be 
done arbitrarily, as for all a n a ly tica l dissociations o f functional 
unities, but we thus bring ou t som e sort o f grad atio n  according 
to  the com plexity of the supernorm al cogn ition  th e y  imply. 
Some degree of c larity  then appears on th e  m ysterious origins of 
human thought.

A  first stage in this pre-cognition of th e  self consists in a strong 
and persistent sense of satisfaction  or a n x ie ty , w hich  occasionally 
reflects an event in course o f developm ent in  a  sense contrary to 
w hat reason would expect. O ne m ay  be, for instance, happy at 
a  success close a t hand, b u t th e field o f consciousness becomes 
clouded w ith a dull, illogical, and absurd  apprehension. Circum
stances develop and an unfortunate sequel fo llow s in  place of the 
anticipated satisfaction. M ost m en never fee l th is, and therefore 
deny i t ; some verify  it  a t  rare in te r v a ls ; som e continually 
experience this kind of duplication  of th eir lives.

T h is first degree of pre-cognition is m ost u su a lly  provoked by 
anticipation of death. In  th e  course o f professional practice, a 
doctor finds patients who speak of approaching death . One says,
“  Doctor, am  I going to  die ? ”  in  a  q u iet vo ice  an d  w ith  a  half
smile. One answers w ith  a  jest. S a y s  an oth er, “  D octor, I do / 
not think I shall recover ”  ; th is  is a  tim id  p a tie n t w ho wants a 
positive assurance th a t he w ill b e  cured. A  th ird  w ill say, 'M l 
shall not recover.”  I  reply, “  W h y  should y o u  n o t recover from 
a  trifling ailm ent ? ”  and am  answ ered, "  W h y  ? I do n ot k n o w ,) 
but I feel th a t th is illness is m y la s t.”
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L ik e  all physicians a t the beginning of their practice I failed to 
distinguish between these three modes of expression, w ith their 
respective tones of voice and varying look in the eyes. B u t not 
for long. I  soon learned th at some patients feel approaching 
death w ithout there being any clinical indication of the gravity  
o f their case. W hen I find m yself in presence of the resigned 
attitu d e th a t I know  so well, the eyes fixed on a certainty, hearing 
w ords th at no suggestion can alter— however slight the ailment 
m ay seem— I begin m y diagnosis afresh and look out for the 
sym ptom s th a t m ay reveal some serious organic weakening. 
Since I becam e aware of this I have verified this presentiment of 
death a t the beginning of sickness, and witnessed the inexorable 
progress o f lesion often enough to  m ake me certain th at pre
cognition of organic developm ents is possible.

I t  m ay be thought th a t in such cases ccenesthesia carries to  
th e brain such clear inform ation of the morbid state of the organs 
th a t it  passes into the state  of conscious thought in the form of 
an a n xiety  such as to com pel conviction of approaching death. 
T h a t w ould be a  phenomenon analogous to internal autoscopy, 
less precise because not in hypnosis, b u t abnormal because it  
passes th e lim its o f non-perception of actuality.

I regret th a t I h ave not kept statistics of the cases I have 
observed, and I w ish to  call the attention of medical readers to 
the value o f such psycho-physiological records.

T h e following is an instance of this class of phenomena :

Miss C . M------ , aged about th irty , a teacher in a  girls' school, w ent for
the E aster holidays (1911) to  her fam ily in the Puy-de-Dom e. She arrived 
in good health, b u t fe lt rather tired in the .days preceding her return to  
d u ty . On parting w ith  her people deep sadness came over h e r ; she 
em braced her parents w ith  unusual warm th, and said, "  I feel we shall 
n ot see each other again .”  T h ey  were m uch astonished a t these words,
and Miss C------ also could not understand how this depression had come
to  her.

She reached the school on A p ril 24th, som ewhat tired, and told her 
friends abou t her farewells, blam ing herself for having foolishly saddened 
her parents.

O n th e 2nd of M ay I  was called to  see her. General pain in the back 
and heaviness of the head m ade teaching difficult. 1 had to  insist on her 
keeping in bed.

D uring the succeeding days there appeared typhoid sym ptom s of a light 
ty p e— tem perature 38°-39° C ., pulse 80, no functional disturbance, barely 
observable tightness of th e abdomen, no diarrhoea, general state quite 
satisfactory.

T h e illness took  a  form  from  which the patient nearly alw ays recovers. 
I  had never seen a  typhoid  case which gave less anxiety. T he girl only 
fe lt a  vagu e lassitude.

N evertheless she had the conviction of approaching death. The sug
gestive pow er of the presentim ent remained strong and was reinforced b y 
the continuance o f the disease. T o  m y optim istic words she answered
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g e n tly  b u t im m ovab ly , "  D octor, I  shall n ot recover.'* O ne of her fellow- 
teach ers exp lained  th is persistence b y  telling m e of her p a rtin g  w ith  her 
fa m ily .

A s  m a y  be im agined, I  thenceforw ard g a v e  m ost p articu lar attention 
an d  cau tio n  to  th e  treatm en t, though th e organism  as a  w hole seemed 
h a rd ly  perm eated b y  th e infection.

D u rin g  th e afternoon of M a y n t h ,  w ith o u t a n y  previous w arning, w ith
o u t a n y  im prudence b y  th e p atien t or in th e nursing, M iss C------ had a
sudden in testin al haemorrhage, so serious th a t, com ing a t  an urgent call, 
I  found th e  p a tien t pulseless and her h eart b eatin g  its  last. T h e  bed was 
in un dated  w ith  blood, dropping through th e m attress and m akin g a pool 
on th e  floor. N one rem ained in th e body.

H er parents, w ho had th o u gh t i t  needless to  com e from  so fa r  a t  the 
begin nin g of w h a t seem ed a  sligh t illness, w ere stupefied a t  th e rapid and 
precise fu lfilm ent o f this, the on ly  presentim ent th a t  th eir daughter had 
ev er had. A n  ap p aren tly  sligh t illness and a  com plication  of unusual 
se v e rity  had connected the presentim ent w ith  th e fa ct, and justified  the 
w ords, “  I  feel we shall n ot see each other a g a in ."

B y  g iv in g  an exam ple o f each class, i t  is  easy  to  gradu ate  the 
scale o f presentim ent from  th e kind above-nam ed in  w hich the 
laten t fa cu lty  is aware from  th e actu a l s ta te  o f a hum an being of 
w h a t w ill even tuate  (which one m ay  suppose due to  increased 
interior sensation), up  to  those in  w hich  th e  la te n t psychism  
know s th e future w ithout an y  sensorial perception a t  th e  m oment, 
and therefore b y  channels o f inform ation and m ental processes 
unknow n to  us.

I w ill now  give  a  case in w hich th e supernorm al cognition  is so 
m uch higher in ty p e  th an  the last th a t o n ly  a  fan atic  in  scholastic 
psycho-pathology could tr y  to  exp lain  it  b y  an interior sense. It 
shows the progressive com pletion of a  presentim ent, startin g  from 
m ere conviction  of approaching d eath  and exten d in g  to  pre
cognition of its  date and hour. T h is  fa c t w as related  to  m e b y  the 
daughter o f M. D encausse a  few  d a y s  a fter  th e  even t. D r. Geley, 
who witnessed the last phase, has th us reported i t :

M. Dencausse, aged seven ty-six, died on O ctob er 3 1st, 19x6. A b o u t six 
m onths before, although then in good health , he to ld  his fa m ily  th a t he 
would not live  to  see the w inter. . . . F rom  th a t  tim e forw ard he re
affirmed his conviction  daily . A t  first th e fa m ily  g a v e  little  heed to  these 
“  dark forebodings," w hich seem ed to  h a ve  no foun dation. B u t  as his 
appetite failed, and he becam e v is ib ly  thinner, th e y  becam e anxious and 
wished to  p u t him  under m edical care. M . D encausse opposed th is ener
getically, declaring all care useless. H e added th a t  he w ould  n o t consent 
to  see a  doctor till he knew  his last d ays approaching, and  then  on ly  for 
form ’s sake. A b o u t eight to  ten d a ys before his d ea th  he declared that 
he knew the ex a ct date  of the even t, w hich  w ould  b e on A ll  S ain ts ' D ay.

V ery  soon, agreeably to  his prom ise, he consented to  see a  doctor. I 
saw him for the first tim e on O ctob er 28th. T h e  fa m ily  had a lrea d y  told 
m e of his obsession. I  found th e old m an v e ry  thin , b u t a le rt and leading 
his usual life, and showing no signs o f d eath . I  exam ined  him  m inutely. 
T here was no organic lesion, his h eart w as good, th ere w as no fever. T he 
on ly  m orbid sym ptom  th a t I could find, a  sym p to m  in no w a y  alarm ing,
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consisted in some signs of sligh t chronic bronchitis from  which he had 
suffered each w inter w ith ou t its ever causing him  to  take to  his bed.

I tried to reassure the old man, b u t the suggestion failed com pletely. 
H e looked forw ard to  his death, which he judged to  be v e ry  near, w ith  
perfect serenity. H e said sim ply th a t he was glad to see me, th a t he would 
follow m y prescriptions, b u t th a t this would be useless, and he m aintained 
his conviction absolutely.

A fter  m y  exam ination— n egative from the m edical point o f view — I was 
able in som e degree to  reassure th e fa m ily ; w ith  the reservation th a t 
unless nutrition should m arkedly im prove the old man, whose innutrition 
was obvious, would end b y  falling seriously ill.

T h e  n ext day, O ctober 29th, he com pleted his predictions in a  sur
prisingly ex a ct manner. H e said, "  I shall die on A ll Saints' D ay, on the 
stroke o f m idnight, w ithout suffering or death  throes. I shall ta lk  up to  
the last. A t  m idnight I shall seem to fa ll asleep, b u t it  will not be sleep, 
i t  will be the end. A fte r  m y  death  one of you ”  (the fam ily  included his 
wife, his daughter, and his grand-daughter) "  will m ake an ou tcry  and 
w ill have a nervous breakdow n. T his w ill impede m y release.”

M onday, O ctober 30th, passed w ithout incidents.
On A ll S ain ts ’ D ay, Tuesday, O ctober 31st, during the morning, M. Den- 

causse felt a  pain in his le ft side. H e w ent to bed, saying he would get 
up no more. I saw  him  in the evening and exam ined him. There was 
incipient pneum onia a t  th e base of the le ft lung, and a tem perature of 
4°°-3  C.

T h e  situation  w as changing, and henceforward the realization of his 
prediction becam e probable, b u t n ot a t the tim e foretold, for in cases of 
pneum onia death  does n ot supervene in the early  days. N evertheless, 
everyth in g cam e to  pass as announced. H e did not su ffe r; he talked 
q u ietly  up to  th e last, g iv in g his final instructions to  his fam ily. A t  
11.30 p.m . he asked his w ife, “  W h a t is the tim e ? ”  She, hoping to  
deceive him, replied, “  T w o  o ’clock in the m orning.”  H e answered, "  No, 
it  is not y e t  m idnight. I  shall die a t m idnight.”

A t  tw elve o ’clock he turned to  the w all and seemed to  fall asleep. H is 
w ife bent over h im ; b u t, raising his hand, he pointed to  the clock, which 
was then strikin g tw elve. H is hand fell back on the bed, and he died 
w ithout a  sigh.

O n ly  his w ife and daughter were in the room, the grand-daughter being 
in a  neighbouring cham ber. T h e y  w ent to  break it  to h e r ; b u t the girl, 
h igh ly  intelligent and instructed, and usually  quite mistress of herself, 
had a  vio lent a tta ck  of ”  n erves,”  m ade an outcry, and remained till d ay  
in a  lam entable state.

T h e prem onition of M. D encausse was therefore exa ctly  verified.1

T h e series of phenom enal self-cognition w ill appear in its 
various degrees from  the subjoined exam ples which show the 
ascending scale.

A human being in fu ll health, without any data from normal 
perception feels the approach of accidental death :

M . Dom enico F 16r6s, a  barrister of the C ourt of A ppeal a t Palerm o, was 
takin g a  h oliday in the country a t B anso w ith his wife, his daughter, and 
her little  girl. A t  the end of the tim e the tw o latter, who lived a t Mestina, 
returned there. W hen takin g leave, the child kissed her grandmother,

1 Annates des Sciences psychiques, No. 8,1916.
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in sistin g th a t  she w ould  n ot see her again. N o  grea t a tten tion  was paid 
to  th is  ch ild ish  sayin g. O n th e evening of D ecem ber 27th  th e m other was 
undressing th e  child  for th e night, and when p u ttin g  on her night-socks 
th e  ch ild  said, *' M other, yo u  are p u ttin g  on m y  death-slippers I ”  She 
rep eated  this, despite her m oth er’s protestation s and sadness, till she fell 
asleep.

Som e hours la ter  th e terrible M essina earth q u ake supervened. The 
ch ild  w as crushed in the ruins of the house.1

A  human being tn complete health, without any data from normal 
perception feels the approach of death and takes cognizance of 
the place where it will occur:

S ix  w eeks before the n ig h t-a tta ck  b y  w hich  A d m ira l T o g o  began the 
R usso-Japan ese W a r the celebrated b attle-p ain ter V erestch agin  was at 
P o rt  A rth u r, w here th e Germ an doctor, A rm gaard  K a r l G raves, was on 
a  secret m ission. T h is la tter  w rites in his Souvenirs : "  I am  proud to 
th in k  th a t he called me his friend. I had atten d ed  him  durin g an attack 
o f m alaria, and w e were draw n together b y  litera ry  and a rtistic  tastes.
I  h a ve  m et m an y artists and w riters in th e  course o f m y  life, but 
V erestchagin  w ill be unforgettable.

"  O ne n igh t we were sittin g  on the veran dah  of th e C asino. I t  was one 
o f those n early  tropical crystallin e, silen t n igh ts peculiar to  those regions. 
T h e  w onderful harbour of P o rt A rth u r la y  before us under fa iry  moon
light, and the great ironclads anchored in th e b a y  stood o u t clear like huge 
m arine m onsters sleeping on the w aters. W e w ere sm oking while we 
ta lked , and, a fter h avin g recalled the h isto ry  o f th e old M anchu and Tartar 
dynasties, we spoke of the barbaric invasion  of G oths, H uns, and Vandals. 
V erestchagin  laid before me all th e treasures o f his w onderful and pictur
esque erudition, and th e n igh t w as far ad van ced  w hen I to o k  leave of him, 
sayin g th a t I feared to abuse his w elcom e. S tep p in g close to  me, he placed 
his hand fam iliarly  on m y  shoulder and said, | M y dear doctor, you are 
doing m e a kindness in stay in g b y  me. I feel n ervous th is evening. I have 
a  presentim ent th a t these m ountains w ill echo th e  sound of cannon. . . .* 
H e added, low, as if speaking to  him self, ‘ A n d  R u ssia  w ill be defeated, 
b u t I shall n ot see i t . ’

"  H e stood u p  and shook him self, as if  to  chase a w a y  an  oppressive 
th o u g h t: * I feel I  shall m eet m y  d eath  h ere.’

"  A n  undefinable m elancholy cam e o ver m e. I  am  n o t impressionable, 
b u t I had to  m ake an effort to  te ll him  th a t these forebodings arose from 
the fever w hich w as still upon him , and from  th e  stron g doses of quinine 
I  had m ade him  tak e. ‘ N o d ou b t you are righ t, doctor, ’ he replied, with 
a  curious sm ile.

"  B efore leavin g m e he g a v e  m e a  little  sk etch  of P o rt  A rth u r, which I 
preserve carefu lly  in m em ory of one of th e m ost rem arkab le  m en I  have 
m et. V erestchagin, i t  is w ell know n, w as n ot m istaken . H e perished a 
short tim e a fter in th e  ironclad com m anded b y  A d m ira l M akaroff.”

A human being in complete health, without any data from normal 
perception has circumstantial cognizance o f his approaching 
death as i f  witnessing the event:

A t  the beginning of the y ea r  1895, M m e L u ka w sk i, th e  w ife o f a high 
fun ctionary a t  th e R ussian  A d m ira lty , w as aw aked  one n ig h t b y  the wails

1 Reported b y  Dr. Caldfrone and abridged b y  Dr. G eley. Antiales des Sciences 
psychiques, A ug.-S ept., 1916.
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of her husband, w ho in his sleep was crying out, "  H elp I Save me I "  
and w as struggling like a  drowning man. H e was dreaming of a terrible 
accident a t  sea, and when com pletely aw ake told how he seemed to  be on 
board a large vessel w hich foundered after collision w ith a n oth er: he had 
fe lt him self throw n into the sea and swallowed up b y  the water.

On com pleting his tale, he added, "  I am sure th a t the sea will cause 
m y d ea th ."  So strong was his conviction th a t he began to put his affairs 
in order, like a man who knows th a t his days are numbered. T w o months 
passed, during w hich the impression of the dream was weakening, when 
he received an order from the A dm iralty  to  be ready to  leave w ith all his 
staff for a port on the B la ck  Sea.

W hen takin g leave of his wife a t the Petersburg station, Lukaw ski said 
to  her, “  Y o u  rem em ber m y dream ? " . . . "  Oh,  why  do you ask me  ? ”  
. . . "  B ecause I am  sure I shall not come b a c k ; we shall not see each 
other a ga in ."  Mme L ukaw ski tried to  persuade him, b u t in a  tone of 
great sadness he said, " Y o u  m ay say  w hat you will, m y conviction will 
n ot change. I feel th a t m y end is near and th a t nothing can stop it. . . . 
Y es, I  see the port, the ship and the moment of collision, the panic on 
board, and m y  end . . .  a ll returns before m y eyes. . . . "  And after a 
short pause he added, "  W hen the telegram  announcing m y death reaches 
you  and you go into mourning, I beseech you not to  wear th at long veil 
th a t I d islike ." U nable to  reply, Mme L ukaw ski broke into sobs. The 
w histle of the train  gave the signal for starting, M. Lukaw ski kissed his 
w ife tenderly, and the train  left.

A fter  tw o weeks of acute an xiety , Mme L ukaw ski learned from the 
newspapers th a t there had been a collision between tw o ships in the B lack 
Sea— the Vladimir and the Sineus. In  great grief she telegraphed to 
A dm iral Zelenoi a t  Odessa to  get news, and received the an sw er: "  N o 
news of your husband up to  the present, b u t it  is certain he was on board 
th e Vladim ir.”  N ews of the death  reached her a  week later.

I t  m ust be added th a t in his dream M. L ukaw ski had seen himself 
struggling for life w ith  a  passenger. T h e incident was realized w ith exacti
tude. In  the accident, a passenger on the Vladimir— a M. Henicke— had 
leap t into the sea w ith  a  life-buoy. M. Lukaw ski, already in the water, 
tried to  reach the b uoy as soon as he saw it, and the other cried out, 
"  D on ’t  take hold, it  w on’t  hold t w o ; we shall both be drowned." N ever
theless, L ukaw ski grasped it, saying he could not swim. "  Then take i t ."  
said H enicke. "  I am a  good swimmer, and I will do w ithout i t ."  A  
great w ave separated them . H enicke was saved, b u t Lukaw ski m et his 
fa te .1

I t  w ill be noticed th a t the foregoing facts all relate to death. 
T h is  is a  rem ark w hich naturally  occurs to all who compile a 
collection of these phenomena— th at death or danger of death 
are the m ost frequent them es in supernormal self-cognition, no 
doubt because the cessation of life is the capital event of it. A ll 
the serious episodes in a  life are, however, capable of being the 
subject of occasional presentim ent or precognition.

A s  soon as the re&lity-of phenomena of this kind is assured, it 
becom es evident th at the hum an being is a psychic personality 
w hich has tw o aspects.

1 Narrated by Baron Joseph Kronhehn of Podolia (Russia), published in 
Light, 1899, p. 45. Reproduced by M. Bozzano in L ts Ph&notn&nes primonitoires, 
p, 77 (Alcan).
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W e  o rd in arily  kn ow  it  under one asp ect o n ly, b y  th e exercise 
o f th o u g h t w ork in g  on th e  rep orts o f th e  classified senses and 
accord in g  to  a  d eterm inate m ental p ro c e s s ; b u t th e  ordinary 
con dition  o f m en tal w orking w hich  seem s to  be th e whole of 
th o u g h t is far  from  b eing its  to ta lity . T h ere is, one m ay  say, 
an oth er p lane on w hich  th o u gh t fu n c tio n s ; a  plane on which a 
la te n t in telligence receives inform ation from  sources other than 
th e  sensorial, and constructs its  cognitions b y  other processes than 
th ose o f th e  conscious m ind. F rom  th is  p oint o f view  it is 
“  sup ernorm al."

T h is  super-rational th ough t, la ten t in  a ll hum an beings, 
m anifests itself here and there on the occasion o f som e im portant 
eve n t in  a  life. A lth o u gh  a  large num ber o f such instances have 
been co llected ,1 these occasional m anifestations are relatively 
rare. I t  w ould seem th a t th is k ind  of th o u gh t finds g reat difficulty 
in  entering th e field of consciousness. I ts  effort to  reach con
sciousness u ltim ates differently  in different cases. I t  may 
appear as a  vagu e sentim ent o f m ental pain  accom panied b y  an 
unreasoned conviction  of approaching death . I t  m ay  also, as 
w e h av e  seen above, be translated  into  a  real pre-cognition, the 
reflect of an an ticip ated  reality .

Certain states of consciousness as y e t  in exp licab le  w ill be better 
understood w hen th e experim ental conditions (of w hich  this book 
is an analysis) and th e determ inism  of these occasional phenomena 
h ave been brought to  ligh t b y  s tu d y  of those conditions. I t  will 
be seen th a t those persons w ho are called  “  in tu itiv e  ”  are those 
in  whom  certain  cognizances, b u ilt u p  in th e para-conscious stage, 
pass into  consciousness w ith  va ry in g  degrees o f fa c ility  and with 
varyin g  results. I t  w ill be seen th a t certain  “  m elancholics "  are 
sensitives troubled b y  a painfu l future. I t  w ill be seen th a t there 
are fixed ideas th a t disturb m ental ‘equilibrium , proceeding from 
the super-rational plane o f th e m ind w hich should be examined 
in order to  effect a  cure b y  m ethods other th a n  those w hich apply 
ot fixed ideas resulting from  the n o rm a l; th ough  th e  know n causes 
of fluctuation in em otional consciousness w ill be supplem ented by 
the notion of another cause w hen jo y  and sadness shall h ave been 
dem onstrated to  be connected, m ore o ften  th an  is supposed, 
w ith  even ts not y e t  com e to  birth .

T o  consider th e hum an being as a sentient b o d y  w hich proceeds 
through life responsive o n ly  to  th e rh yth m  of passing phenomena, 
feeling o n ly  th e im m ediate present and kn ow in g o n ly  w h at has 
been fulfilled, is to  condem n oneself to  failure to  understand the1 See the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research (London). Camille 
Flammanon, L' Inconnu et les Problimes psychiques, La Mart et son M ystire  (Avant 
la mort), English translation by Latrobe Carroll (Fisher Unwin), and E. Bozzano, 
Les Phinomdnes primonitoires.
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interior life o f the mind and the com plex a ctiv ity  of thought 
w orking not on ly  on th e reports of the senses, b u t also on th at 
which arises m ore or less dim ly from  a super-rational gestation. 
Intuition  and reason are in constant collaboration.

Most men are still in  the stages of ignorance, of system atic 
denial, of indifference, or mere astonishm ent in face of the 
m anifestations of supernorm al thought.

(2) Supernormal Cognizance of the E xternal

(a) Supernormal cognition of the immediate environment.
Para-normal perception by the sense of touch. In  this, as a t the 

beginning of the stud y of supernorm al self-cognition, we are at 
the outset so close to  ordinary physiology th a t the first class of 
phenom ena, despite their unusual nature, m ay seem if not e x 
plicable, a t least intelligible and rational. A s  the hypnotic state 
increases sensorial acu ity  in  certain persons and under certain 
conditions, it  is understandable th a t tactile  impressions, uncon
scious in th e norm al 'w orking of the nervous system , should 
occasionally be perceived and interpreted.

I borrow  the follow ing typ ica l exam ple of para-norm al cognition 
of external things, physiologically analogous to  the facts of auto- 
scopy, from  the experim ents of Em ile B oirac, the late rector of 
th e A cad em y of D ijon, recounted in his book La psychologic 
inconnu (p. 245).

M. B oirac had occasion to  see in P aris Mme V ------ , who claimed, when
hypnotized, th e fa cu lty  of reading b y  her finger-tips. H e verified th at 
when her eyelids were closed b y  gumm ed paper and a  thick bandage placed 
over th a t she could n ot o n ly  read visitin g cards and printed papers, b u t 
letters w ritten  in ink or pencil in characters so sm all as to  be alm ost 
im perceptible. She could sim ilarly describe photographs, and even te ll the 
tim e b y  a  w atch  b y  sim ply passing her hand over the glass. She also took 
th e precaution of w rapping the watch-case in a  handkerchief, because, as 
she said, the gold gave her a sense o f burning.

T h is experim ent gave him the idea and the wish to  reproduce this 
phenom enon w ith  a  new sub ject who had never heard speak of such a 
thing, w ho had no idea o f it, and whom no one had previously hypnotized.

"  Chance brought me such an one a t the beginning of the w inter of 1904. 
L u d o vic  S------ , aged tw enty, was a designer in a  large factory. I experi
m ented w ith  him  m ain ly in N ovem ber and Decem ber, J904, and in the six 
or seven early  m onths o f 1905.

“  In  the course of our first sittings I tried to  reproduce the phenomena
observed w ith  M me V ------ , and asked him  if he would try  to  reproduce
them . ‘ D o  y o u  th in k th a t I  could read w ith  closed eyes ?' he said. ' I  
do n ot know ,' I  answered, * b u t let us try .'

“  T a kin g  a  letter from  the file a t  random, I  put it  in his hands and, a t 
his request, explained how to  set about it. ‘ D o as Mme V  —  did. Pass 
you r fingers over the paper, p u t it  to  your forehead and to  the p it of your 
stom ach till you  feel som ething.' A fter  tryin g for some tim e he said, ‘ I
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fee l n o th in g ; i t  is an im possible th in g. T h ere  m ust h a v e  been some trick.* 
I  poin ted  o u t th a t  he w as g iv in g  up too  soon ; no d ou b t tim e and effort 
w ou ld  b e  necessary, and in vited  him  to  begin afresh. H e began feeling 
a n d  pressing th e  paper v e ry  a tte n tiv e ly , and then sudden ly  g a v e  a  shiver. 
' W h a t  is it  ? * I said. ' N o th in g ,' he replied. ‘ B u t  i t  m ust be something 
to  h a v e  m ade y o u  shiver.* . . . ' N o ; i t  is im possible, absurd .' . . . 
W ell, i t  seem ed to  m e th a t  there m ust b e w ritten  ‘M on cher Camille.* . . . 
' I t  is n o t “  Mon cher C am ille ,"  i t  is “  M on cher E m ile ."  P erhaps it is 
b u t a  co in c id e n ce ; le t us t r y  aga in .'

“  R em em berin g th a t  M m e V ------ had said th a t  i t  is w ell to  begin with
la rg e  printed  letters, I p u t a  new spaper in to  his hands, and said, ‘R ead  the 
t it le  o f th is  p ap er.' H e  asked m e to  in d icate th e  e x a ct place, passed his 
fingers o ver it, and said, * Is i t  n ot L e Progrls de Lyon ? ' ‘ V e ry  good,' 
I  replied  ; * b u t perhaps i t  is another coincidence, fo r th e  paper has a  con* 
sid erab le  circu lation  hereabouts. H ere is an o th er.’ . . .  ‘ Is  i t  n ot Le 
M oniteur des Tirages financiers ? ’ . . . ‘ N ow  d o u b t is im p o ssib le; bravo, 
m y  friend 1 y o u  see you  can read w ith  closed ey es.'

** T o  m y  grea t surprise h e answered, ' N o, sir, I  do n ot rea d .’ . . .
* W h a t, then, do y o u  do ? ' . . . ‘ I  feel n othin g under m y  fingers, I  see 
n oth in g before m y  eyes ; on ly  i t  com es into  m y  m ind, I  can n o t sa y  how, 
th a t  i t  m ust be th is or t h a t ; I fa n cy  th a t  yo u r th o u gh t suggests it  to  me.*
* A fte r  a ll,' I  said, ‘ th a t  is possible, though I do n o t th in k  so. W e will 
t r y  to  clear i t  up another tim e.' W ith  th a t  I  aw aken ed  him , and he took 
h is leave.

"  I t  w as o n ly  a t  th e th ird  tria l th a t I  could  d iscover th e  p a rt th a t I 
personally  had in  th e phenom enon. A t  th is sittin g  a  large num ber of 
persons w ere present, to  w hom  I  first showed th e  fa c t  o f reading b y  the 
finger-tips as above described. O ne of them  asked w h eth er th e reading 
w ere rea lly  done b y  th e  fingers or b y  thought-transference from  me. I 
answered th a t  I  d id  n ot know , th a t  th e  su b ject h im self had  th a t  idea, 
and th e occasion w as a  good one to  te st it . I  therefore asked m y  inter
locutor to  w rite a  phrase o f his ow n com position on a  piece o f paper. This 
w as folded, so th a t I should n o t kn ow  the contents, and w as g iven  b y  me
to  S------ , w ho opened i t  and read i t  w ith o u t d ifficu lty, ex cep t th a t he
m ade one m istake in the in itia l le tter  o f one w ord. Indeed, ow ing to 
p ecu liarity  in th e w riting a  person readin g w ith  open eyes m igh t equally 
h a ve  m ade th is m istake.

“  B u t  another experim ent m ade a t  th is sam e tim e show ed still more 
certain ly  th a t th e su b ject perceived  d ire ctly  and n o t b y  transm ission of 
a n y  outside influence. O ne o f those present to o k  a  b ook  and, opening it
a t  random , placed it  in th e  hands o f th e  percip ien t S------ , w ho began to
read th e page a t w hich th e book had been opened. T h is  tim e neither I 
nor anyone else knew  th e te x t, so th a t  there could  b e no m en tal suggestion 
nor transm ission of th o u gh t.

"  In  a ll m y subsequent experim ents I  tried  to  an alyse th is curious 
phenom enon."

Proceeding to  exp lan ato ry  research, B o ira c  w as led  to  v e r ify  th a t the 
sub ject did n ot seem to  b e affected  b y  colours nor b y  a  shape to  which 
there m ight adhere a  greater or less am ount o f p rin ter's  in k  :

T h a t h e described photographs b y  passing his hand o v er th e  surface, 
and could even distinguish details through glass :

T h a t he cam e to  be able to  read w ith  his fingers a  p aper placed a t a 
distance, provided th a t his sen sib ility  w ere suppressed according to 
de R och as' m e th o d :

T h a t all results were po sitive  and conclusive in com plete d a rk n e ss ; and, 
m ore strange still, th a t th e interposition  o f an oth er person between
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the sub ject and th e w riting did not im pede the phenomenon ; ju st as 
if th a t person were a. conductor o f the impressions.

From  th is w ell-devised series of experim ents M. Boirac concluded th a t 
the results were due to  supernorm al conscious interpretation of tactile  
impressions h ab itu ally  unperceived.

Perception, w hether aw ake or under hypnosis, of “  fluidic 
em an ation s" from  m agnets, electric currents or hum an bodies, 
etc., notified b y  som e observers, would find their place in this 
class of phenomena.

Para-normal cognition of hidden material things. T h e next 
higher grade in supernorm al cognition of the environm ent is the 
group of facts  b y  w hich a  hum an being shows a cap acity  for per
ceiving w ithout contact, form s of M atter under conditions when 
th e y  seem entirely rem ote from  norm al sensorial perceptions.

T h e  “  dowser ”  w ith  his hazel tw ig, u ntil recently disdained 
b y  the scientific world, is the representative of this physiological 
power.

More or less everyw here men of science, stim ulated b y  the 
incessant repetition of the facts, h ave a t last had the courage 
to  b rave the superstitious dogm atism  of their fellows b y  attem pt
ing the solution of th is enigm a. T h eir observations have already 
had the effect of revealing a  new field for study which has also 
a  practical value.

T h e y  h ave  verified th at some persons are really  endowed w ith 
the power to  discern the existence of a subterranean stream  when 
th e y  approach it  or pass above it, b y  the m ovem ents of a rod held 
in their hands.1

T h e y  h ave verified th a t the traditional forked stick is only an 
instrum ent translating unconscious perception of the sheet of 
w ater into in volu n tary  m ovem ents, and th at the phenomenon 
occurs w ith  rods of all kinds— different woods or metals, and w ith 
other instrum ents— a ring or a w atch oscillating a t the end of a  
string (pendulum), even, according to  Marage, " w it h  M arey's 
recording cylinder, whose lever registers the m ovem ent of the tw o 
hands each in an india-rubber sheath.”

T h e y  h ave  verified th at b y  these m ethods some persons can not 
o n ly  indicate th e underground flow, b u t its direction, depths and 
volum e. T h e y  h ave verified th a t in this manner some persons can 
discern underground cavities, strata  of coal, oil, and m etallic 
masses, distinguishing one kind of m etal from another.

B efore 1910 the Germ an G overnm ent em ployed dowsers in its 
A frican  colonies. In  1913 the French Minister of Agriculture in

1 This faculty would seem to be so general that Dr. Marage, particularly 
fitted by his studies on dowsing and his own gift of this kind, estimates the 
number of persons capable of being influenced by underground water, at 50 per 
cent of the normal.
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th e  first p lace, and a fterw ard s th e  A ca d e m y  o f Sciences, named 
tw o  com m issions o f in vestigation . T h e  second Congress of 
E xp erim en tal P sych o lo gy  brough t to geth er a  num ber o f dowsers 
under conditions so u n favourable  th a t  it  is  a  m arvel th at the 
result of th e en q u iry  w as n o t en tire ly  n egative .

O n N ovem ber 17 th , 19 13 , M. d ’A rso n va l com m unicated to the 
A cad em y  of Sciences the w ork o f D r. M arage on dow sing w ith  rod 
and pendulum  b y  M. L andesque, an engineering exp ert (Ponts et 
ChaussSes) in T unisia , w ho though d en yin g  th e  facts, wished to 
m ake a  personal tria l, and to  his g re a t astonishm ent found 
him self to  be an excellent dow ser. O u t o f n ine experim ents 
follow ed b y  borings— seven on th e road  from  E n fid av ille  to  K air 
K airo u an  o ver 31 kilom etres (about 18 miles) ; tw o  between 
E n fid aville  and  Zaghouan o ver 19  k ilom etres (11 miles)— M. 
L anesque h ad  nine succseses as to  location , seven  being very 
rem arkable, and tw o  errors as to  d e p th .1 In  19 13  M. d ’Arsonval 
read  to  the A cad em y of Sciences a  com m unication  b y  M. Arm and 
V ir6, professor o f subterranean geology a t th e  P aris  Museum, of 
w hich an e x tract here follow s :

W e experim ented (1) on m etals, (2) on bones, (3) on w a ter  and under
ground cavities.

W e exam ined various p e rso n s: professionals, such as Messrs. Probst, 
P 61aprat, th e Abb6 M e rm e t; and am ateurs, such as M. P rodel and others. 
W e follow ed and confirm ed their indications w ith  th e  h azel rod.

Metals.
A t  L uzech  (departm ent L o t), w ith in  th e  w a ll o f th e  old G allic  town 

Im pernal, M . P 61a p rat and m yself fe lt, a t  a  p o in t w h ich  w e carefully 
m arked, som e unknow n b od y, n ot w ater, fou r y a rd s  underground. On 
digging there w as found a t  th a t d ep th  a  sm all heap  o f iron  dross, some 
iron arrow-points, and som e bronze r in g s : e x ca v a tio n  for som e yards 
round yielded nothing.

In  another p lace an iron arrow -head w as announced b y  M . P 61aprat at 
65 cm. underground and w as d u ly  found. T h e  sam e to o k  p lace a t  Baume- 
les-messieurs (Jura). I t  w as found, as sta ted , 45 cm . dow n.

Skeletons.
A t  P u y-d 'Issolud , in the Com m une V a y r a c  (L ot), M . P 61a p ra t announced 

tw o  graves a t  1 m . and 3 m. depth. A  th ird , 2 m . deep, contained, accord
ing to  th e dowser, a  piece of iron. E x c a v a tio n  y ield ed  a  skeleton and a 
sceax or large knife o f F ran kish  origin.

A t  L im ogne (Lot) he in dicated  a  skeleton  b uried  1 J m. deep, th e upper 
p a rt of w hich la y  under th e foun dation  w a ll o f th e  church, w hich was 
found correct. A t  L u zech  h e indicated  a t  th e  sam e d ep th  bones which 
w ere found as stated.

O ne in exact description w as g iv e n : a t  P u y -d ’Issolud h e  indicated a 
deposit o f bones near th e spring o f Ouli6, a t  2'4 m . deep. E xca v a tio n  to 
th is depth revealed  a  laye r  o f p o tte ry  w ith  som e bones o f anim als.

1 Lecture by Dr. Marage a t the College de France. Bulletin de I’JnstUut 
giniral psychologique, 1919.

Dr. Marage. "  Ce qu’il faut penser de la baguette des sourciers.”  Revue 
seientifique, Feb. 14,1920.
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Water, and Subterranean Cavities.
T h e experim ent a t  the grottos of L acav e  (Lot) b y  Messrs. Probst, 

P 61aprat, and th e Abb6 M erm et was v e ry  characteristic.
W e had an unpublished plan from a  careful survey made ten years 

before b y  an engineer, Mr. E . B runet, which had been kept quite secret. 
A  partial and m utilated version of it  to  a sm all scale had been published, 
sufficient for the use of tourists, b u t which, if studied b y  fraudulent 
dowsers, w ould have m isled them  b y  several hundred yards. W e had there
fore a quite ideal test. T h e dowsers, w orking independently of each other, 
began b y  m arking ou t on the surface of the ground over a  length of 350 m . 
an artificial tunnel 2*5 m. w ide and 2 m. high leading to  the grottos. I t  
had an elbow turn, and w as a t a  depth of 75 to  100 m. beneath their feet. 
T h e y  followed all its bends, down to  the sm allest, and arriving a t the 
n atural galleries, th ey  followed their walls.

A  v e ry  ex a ct plan w as drawn after the experim ents to  the same scale 
(1 : 1000) as M. B ru n et's  plan, w ith  w hich it  coincided to  a  millimetre.

T h e experim ent w as repeated w ith equal success b y  M. Probst.
T hese gentlem en also m arked ou t tw o kilom etres of unknown caves 

w hich w ill be sought for, and also a  subterranean stream, followed for 
1200 m. of its  course. T h e upstream  side could not be verified, b u t the 
low er part, which, according to  M. Probst, bifurcated twice, was indicated 
b y  him  along its  course, ending a t the cliff fronting the Dordogne, ju st 
over four interm itten t springs, w hich a t th a t m om ent were dry, b u t were 
w ell know n to us, and began to  flow after the O ctober rains.

Supernormal cognition o f human personalities. Under this 
aspect supernorm al cognition takes on an entirely different aspect 
from  the preceding, dealing no longer w ith para-norm al perception 
of things, b u t w ith  the revelation  of past events in hum an lives. 
T h is  class consists of cases in w hich one person in presence of 
another shows a facu lty  o f cognizing facts th at normal senses and 
reason could not suggest concerning the latter.

A s  I h ave  decided in th is first p art o f m y w ork to quote m ost 
o f m y instances from  the w orks of others, I w ill illustrate this order 
o f facts  b y  the case o f Professor B ert Reese, whose strange and 
rare facu lties h ave been verified b y  some eminent men of science 
in A m erica, and b y  m any h igh ly  placed persons in other countries.1

I g ive  below  an extract from  the report of a stance th at Mr. 
H erew ard Carrington had w ith  Reese, M ay 3rd, 1 9 1 1 :

Mr. B e rt R eese visited  m e to-day, sayin g th a t he would give me a 
dem onstration of his powers. H e rem ained in one room under observation 
b y  Mrs. Carrington, while I w en t into the adjoining room. I closed the 
door and w rote m y  questions, sittin g a t m y desk. T h e paper on which 
I  w rote was an old envelope torn into sm all pieces.

Mr. Reese asked me to  w rite the name of the first wom an I  had loved, 
and th a t o f one o f m y form er professors. T h e other four questions were 
le ft to me. A t  m y  own desk and on m y own paper I  w ro te :

1. W ill our journey to  C anada be successful ?
2. W ill the M agazine succeed ?

1 Reese possessed an extensive scale of hyper-cognition. Besides his gift of 
revealing character, he was a remarkable dowser, to whom Mr. Rockfeller is said 
to owe the discovery of some of his most valuable oil deposits.
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3. Sh all I  continue m y  literary  w ork  ?
4. Sh all I ever becom e rich ?
5. A lfred  Sansom  (name of a  form er teacher).
6. W in ifred  V a le  (m y first “  flam e ” ).
I  folded and m ixed these papers so as to  be undistinguishable one from  

another, pressed them  closely in m y hand, and re-entered th e room  where 
Mrs. R eese and Mrs. Carrington w ere ta lkin g.

A t  his request 1 placed one each of the folded papers in a  separate 
draw er o f a bureau w hich stood a t the end of the room , opposite Reese. 
I  em phasize the fa ct th a t Reese never touched th e papers a t all. I m yself 
placed them  in the drawers w ith ou t their havin g le ft m y hand. Mr. Reese 
did n ot touch one of them , and I never approached him  w ith in  a  yard .

H a vin g  placed one paper in each of the five draw ers, I g a v e  th e sixth  
to  him  a t his request. I  saw th a t he had no papers in his hands, and, 
h a vin g  taken  those th a t I gave him, he struok a  m atch  and b u rn t it  before 
m y  eyes. H e then asked me to  designate a n y  one of th e draw ers. I 
pointed to  the second, and p u t m y hand on the handle, so th a t  i t  could 
n ot be opened unperceived b y  me. R isin g from  his chair, Mr. Reese 
advanced tow ards the bureau, stopping abou t tw o feet from  it, and con
cen trated  his attention  on the drawer.

H e asked me to  place m y hands on his head, w hich I  did. I  did not 
know  w hich paper had been burned, nor w hich m igh t b e  in th e second 
draw er or in a n y  of the others. H e then asked Mrs. C arrin gton  to  w rite 
down w h at he would dictate, and said as follow s :

" T h e  M agazine,'w hich has caused yo u  m uch disquietude, is n ot y e t  
settled. Y o u  w ill continue to  a ct as you h ave done in th e p a s t ; th e clouds 
w ill disperse, and you  will not have m uch to  com plain o f ."

W hen the drawer was opened, neither b y  m e nor b y  Mr. R eese, who 
stood about a  yard  distant, while I continued to  hold m y  hands on his 
head, b u t b y  Mrs. Carrington, i t  was found th a t the paper contained the 
question, "  W ill the M agazine succeed ? ”

Mr. Reese then asked me to  choose another drawer, w hich  I  did. H e 
fixed his attention  upon it. W ith o u t the draw er being opened in a n y  w a y  
he said, "  Y o u  w ill rem ain faithfu l to  literature and w ill h a v e  nothing to 
com plain o f."  T h e drawer was opened, and w e read, “  S h all I continue 
m y literary w ork ? "

I indicated a third drawer. Mr. Reese then asked m e to  s it a t  th e table, 
while he took a chair facing m e and dictated  the follow ing l in e s :

“  Y o u  are planning a  journey, n ot e x a ctly  in th is cou n try , I  th in k  in 
Canada. T his w ill succeed better than you think, and in 122 d a ys  (th at is, 
Septem ber 2nd) you  w ill realize a  p roject th a t has been m aturin g in your 
mind for some tim e. In  the course of you r travels  yo u  w ill m eet a  man 
named Peters, against whom  you  m ust be on yo u r guard, for he w ill ask 
you  to  join him  in an enterprise from  w hich you  w ill gain  no ad van tage. 
H e will not be acting in good faith . Y o u  w ill end b y  acquirin g reputation  
and money, b u t this Peters w ill on ly cause difficulties.”

H e finally advised us to  leave the house in w hich w e w ere liv in g  a t  the 
first opportunity.

Mrs. Carrington then opened the drawer, too k  o u t th e  paper, and read : 
“  W ill our journey to  C anada be successful ? "

Mr. Reese again asked me to  designate a  draw er. I  d id  so, he standing 
about a  yard  aw ay. H e looked a t th e closed draw er and sp elt out, letter 
b y  letter, "  W -i-n-i-f-r-e-d V -a-l-e."

W hen the paper was taken  ou t i t  reed, "  W in ifred  V a le ."
There remained only one drawer. Mrs. C arrington, a t  Mr. R eese’s
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request, took th e paper o u t and held i t  in her hand. H e then said, "  Oh, 
there is on ly a  nam e, an easy o n e : A lfred  Sansom .”

W hile sayin g the last word he took the paper from Mrs. C arrington ’s 
hand ; it  bore the nam e A lfred  Sansom. T h is was the on ly paper th a t 
he touched excep t th a t w hich he burned, and it  was n ot opened till after 
the words were given.

H e then said th a t he w ould answer the question on the burnt paper in 
a general w ay. “  L ater  on you  will be independent financially. T h e 10th 
of F eb ru ary  w ill be the happiest d a y  of your life. Som ething th a t you  
have long aw aited  w ill then com e to  pass.”

H e had then answered all m y questions. I  placed the b its of paper on 
the table before him  and placed them  so as to  reconstruct the envelope 
from  w hich on ly  the b u rn t portion was m issing.1

(b) Supernormal cognition of environment distant in Space.
I n  m anifestations of th is class th e  percipients show an 

occasional or perm anent facu lty  for cognition of facts and events 
w hich could n ot com e to  them  through their norm al senses. 
T h e subjoined facts  w ill g ive  three aspects under w hich this 
psycho-physiological possibility is realized.

Occasional and confused perception of an event unknown to the 
percipient and to those present:

On J u ly  31st, 19x4, C ount U go Baschi6ri, a  B razilian  doctor w ell known 
for his supernorm al faculties, was passing through P a r is ; and a t 9 in 
the evening was giv ing a stan ce a t th e house of M adam e J. M., a  literary 
la d y  who lived  in S t. Charles Street, n ot far from the fortifications,

T h e stan ce had been in progress for 25 m inutes, and C ount Baschieri 
had been m aking predictions as to  the im pending w ar. Suddenly he said, 
"  T o-n ight or to-m orrow some one of im portance will be m urdered.”  Then, 
grea tly  agitated . . . ”  T o-n ight, m uch blood ! L ook  a t the tim e.”

T h e room  being nearly  dark, some one struck  a  m atch— it w as 9.40. 
Continuing to  show m uch agitation, he said, ”  Som ething is happening 
tow ards the B oulevard  des Italien s.” 1

A s is w ell known, Jaurds was assassinated b y  Villain  in the restaurant 
where he was dining a t the com er of the R ue M ontm artre and the R ue du 
Croissant, betw een 9.35 and 9.40, abou t 300 yards in a  straight line from 
the B oulevard  des Ita lien s.1

Exceptional and precise perception of a very distant event affecting 
the life of the percipient:

On the 17th  M arch, 1863, in a  flat N o. 26 R u e Pasquier, Baroness de 
Boislevd was giv ing a  dinner to  several persons, am ong whom were General 
F leu ry, M aster of the H orse to  N apoleon I I I ; M. Dfivienne, Judge of the

1 A nnales des Sciences psychiques, Nov., 1913. See also in the same Review 
an account of similar stances at Paris, Mr. Reese being on a visit there, by Drs. 
J. Maxwell and Schrenck-Notzing.

In the August number (1913) of the same Review an account of his stances 
with Edison, the American physicist; and in the September number the article 
by Felix Holloender, ”  Le voyant Reese.”

1 A nnales des Sciences psychiques, Nov., Dec., 19x5. Le Comte Ugo BaschiM, 
by C. de V&me.
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H ig h  C o u r t ; and  M . D dlesvaux, P resid en t o f th e C ham b er (Tribunal of 
th e  Sein e). D u rin g  dinner conversation  turned on th e expedition  to  M exico 
w h ich  had been in  progress for a  year. T h e  son o f th e  baroness, H onori 
d e  B oislev6 , a  lieu ten an t o f Chasseurs, w as in th e  expedition, and his 
m oth er had  n ot failed  to  ask G eneral F le u ry  if there w ere a n y  news of him.

T h ere  w ere none— "  no news is good n ew s.”  T h e  dinner w en t w ell and
th e  gu ests rem ained a t ta b le  till  9 o ’clock. M adam e B .------ then go t up and
w en t in to  th e draw ing-room  to  order coffee. She had h a rd ly  reached it 
w hen  a  loud c ry  alarm ed th e guests, w ho found th e baroness in a  faint 
on  th e  floor.

W h en  she recovered she told  an extra o rd in ary  sto ry . W hen crossing 
th e  threshold  she had seen a t  the other end of th e room  her son Honor6 
In uniform , b u t w ith o u t arm s and w ith o u t his cap . H is face w as v e ry  pale, 
and  his le ft  ey e  w as a  b leeding and em p ty  s o c k e t ; a  stream  of blood 
covered  his cheek and ran on to th e lace o f his collar. She w as in a  state 
o f m ortal terror. T h e  guests sought to  com fort her, sa y in g  th a t she m ust 
b e  a  v ic tim  of hallucination, had had a  w akin g d r e a m ; b u t as she was 
m uch prostrated  th e y  sen t for her m edical a tten d an t, w ho happened to 
be th e celebrated  D r. N dlaton. H e w as to ld  o f th e  stran ge adventure, 
prescribed sedatives, and retired. T h e  n ex t d a y  she had recovered health, 
b u t w as still m uch disturbed in m ind. She sen t d a ily  to  th e W a r Office 
fo r news.

A  w eek later she w as officially inform ed th a t  on M arch 17 th  a t  2.50 in 
th e  afternoon, a t  the assau lt of P uebla, H onor6 de B oislev6  had been killed 
b y  a  M exican buffet in th e le ft eye. T h e  difference o f lon gitude w as worked 
o u t, and th e hour o f d eath  w as found e x a c t ly  corresponding w ith  th e tim e 
o f the apparition  in th e R u e  P asquier.

D r. N 61aton  presented a  statem en t to  th e  A ca d em y  o f Sciences, drawn 
u p  b y  th e hand of P resident D evienne, and  signed b y  a ll th e  guests of 
th e  even in g.1

Perception o f a remote event relative to life o f a person present, but 
not the percipient:

M me R ------ , in Septem ber, 1920, m issed a  p latin u m  brooch. She ques
tioned her servan ts ab ou t it. Soon after, th e  housem aid, A nna-Theresa 
H ., aged 18, to ld  her o f certain  suspicions. ”  M adam e, i t  is yo u r maid 
w ho has stolen it . I  found her in yo u r room  yeste rd a y , and  she seemed 
fluttered w hen she saw  m e.”

T h e m aid in her turn  (a w ar-w idow  w ith  three children) cam e to  Mme
R ------ and said, ”  M adam e, 1 am  sure th a t  A n n a-T h eresa  is th e  thief, and
I  don’t  wonder a t  it, I  never liked  h er.”

M m e R ------ , perplexed betw een th e tw o  statem ents, p u t th e  police on
th e track , and an en qu iry  began. Som e d a ys  passed.

B y  the a d vice o f a  friend, M m e R ------ w en t to  th e  M etap sych ic  In stitute,
exp ectin g to  find m edium s there. D r. G eley  nam ed M m e M orel as a  clair- 
vo ya n te  w ho m igh t possibly  be useful, she h a vin g  a lrea d y  given  proofs of 
supernorm al fa cu lty  in sim ilar cases.

M me R ------ w en t to  M me M orel on O ctob er 5 th  w ith  a  friend. This
friend interview ed M m e M orel alone, p u ttin g  in to  her hands a  fu r cape
belonging to  Mifie R ------ , and askin g w h a t she could  s a y  concerning a
jew el lost b y  th£ la d y  to  w hom  th e cap e belonged.

M m e M orel said, ”  I t  has been stolen. . . .  I  see a  lon g artic le  . . . 
v e ry  b rig h t . . . like a  brooch . . .  i t  has n o t le ft  th e  house . . .  a 
wom an has taken  i t ; she is n o t v e ry  ta ll, you n g, ch estn u t h a ir  . . . she

1 Camille Flammarion. La Mari et son Mystire. VoL II, p. 180.
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is ve ry  worried . . . you  m ust go b ack  hom e q u ick ly  . . . the lad y  m ust 
go back hom e and sa y  nothing about it. I f  nothing is said, and she 
behaves n aturally, the thief will be still more worried. I  see her w rapping 
the jew el in an old newspaper and throw ing it  under a  table in a  long 
room like a  hall. I f  nothing is said, the jew el w ill be brought to  her in 
a  few  hours. G o a t once . . .  i t  is the youngest wom an in the house who 
is the thief, n ot the oth er.”

Mme R ------ returned hom e to  N euilly. A t  eight the same evening, she
being in th e dining-room , another servan t cam e and said, "  M adame, here 
is your brooch. I h ave ju st found it  in the hall in an old new spaper.”

T h e police inspector arrived a t  the sam e tim e. Mme R ------ told  him
w h at Mme M orel had said and th e conclusion of the affair.

Soon after M. K rug-B ass, the m agistrate, had the housemaid arrested, 
her bearing seem ing suspicious to  him . She vehem ently denied the theft. 
Ignorant of all supernorm ality, he suspected the clairvoyante of com 
p lic ity  in the theft, w ent to  see her, and threatened her. In  the M iddle 
A ges she would h a v e  been p u t to  the torture and perhaps sent to  the stake.

A  m onth later M. K ru g-B ass extorted  a  confession from  the housemaid 
and declared him self convinced of the existence of transcendental faculties.

T h e Press gave w ide notice to  the sto ry  of the brooch, the accounts 
being devoid of a n y  sort of accuracy.

These phenom ena are to ta lly  inexplicable b y  psychology, and 
w ithout confounding them  w ith  “  thought-transference," these 
latter m ay be placed in  th e sam e class. A ll supernorm al phenomena 
partake in  th is influence. Its  experim ental dem onstration is easy 
and has often been m ade.1

(c) Supernormal cognition of an environment distant in Time.
Tim e, as w ell as Space, is penetrable b y  the facu lty  of super

norm al cognition, ju st as i f  T im e were b u t an illusory creation of 
the hum an mind.

A n  instance of para-normal cognition in the mode of Time called 
“  present "  and in a recent past :

D r. D u fa y, o f B lois, had occasion to  v e rify  the fa cu lty  of hyper-
cognition in a  youn g servan t of Mme D .------ during hypnosis. H er liability
to  som nam bulic crises led to  her im prisonm ent on an accusation of stealing 
her m istress’s jew ellery. D r. D u fa y  p u t her to  sleep, awakened her 
m em ory, and proved her innocence. W hile aw aiting her release, the 
op portun ity  for an ex a ct and conclusive experim ent presented itself.

'* O n the n ext d a y ,”  D r. D u fa y  writes, in the Revue philqsophique, 1889, 
V o l. I, p. 205, "  I  was called v e ry  early  on account o f a  suicide in the 
prison. A  prisoner, accused of m urder, had strangled him self w ith  his 
cravat, w hich he had tied to  his bed. L yin g  fiat on the floor o f his cell,

1 Experiments by Dr. P. Janet and Dr. Gilbert. Revue de Philosophie, 1886, 
Vols. I and II.

Experiments b y  E. Boirac, Psychologic inconnue and Avenir des Sciences 
psychiques (Alcan).

Experiments by Dr. Ochorowicz. La Suggestion menlale (Alcan) and Revue de 
Philosophie, Vol. I, p. 208.

Warcollier. La Tilipathie (Alcan).
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h e had pushed him self b a ck  w ith  his han ds til l  th e  slip-kn ot produced 
stran gu lation . T h e  b o d y  w as a lrea d y  cold  w hen I  arrived  sim ultaneously 
w ith  th e  m agistrate. T h e  P u b lic  P rosecutor, to  w hom  th e  m agistrate had 
to ld  th e sto ry  o f th e exp erim ent w ith  th e  g irl on th e preceding day, desired 
to  see M arie, and  I suggested th a t  w e should  t r y  an  experim ent with 
reference to  th e  suicide. B o th  m agistrates ea gerly  accep ted  th e proposal. 
I  c u t  off a  piece o f th e  c ra v a t and w rap ped  it  in  several folds o f paper, 
ty in g  i t  up w ith  string.

"  G oin g to  th e fem ale w ard, w e found th e  prisoners ju s t  ou t of the 
dorm itory, and asked the S ister in charge to  p lace her room  a t  our dis
posal. I  signed to  M arie to  follow  us, and  w ith o u t sa y in g  a  single word 
to  her I  hypn otized  her b y  sim p ly  p lacin g m y  hand on her forehead. I 
th en  to o k  th e paper from  m y p o cket and  p u t i t  in to  her hands. T h e poor 
g irl started  vio len tly , pushed a w a y  th e p a cket, sa y in g  she w ould  n ot touch 
it . O f course, i t  is th e custom  th a t  suicides in  prisons are k e p t secret as 
long as possible. N othin g had transpired  in  th e prison, and th e Sister was 
herself in ignorance o f the m atter.

"  ‘ W h a t do y o u  th in k  there is in th e p a ck e t ? ’ I  asked  w hen q uiet was 
restored.

“  * I t  is a  th in g w hich has killed  a  m an .’ . . . ' Is  i t  a  kn ife or a  pistol ? | 
' N o, no . . .  I  see, I  see . . .  i t  is a  c ra v a t  . . .  he hanged himself. 
M ake the gentlem an behind m e sit dow n ; his legs trem b le so th a t he can 
h ard ly  stan d.’ (One of the m agistrates w as, in  fa ct, so m oved  th a t he was 
trem bling a ll over.)

**' C an y o u  te ll m e where this has occurred ? '
“  ' W h y, here, y o u  know  q u ite  w ell. . . .  I t  is one o f th e  prisoners.'
“  ‘ F o r w h at w as he in prison F o r  m urdering a  m an who had

asked to  get into his ca rt.'
"  ' H ow  did he k ill him W ith  a  gouet.‘
"  In  th is p a rt o f the cou n try  (L oir e t Cher) a  b ill-hook is called b y  this 

n a m e ; i t  is a  tool m uch used b y  w oodcutters an d  coopers, and I had 
m entioned such a  tool in m y  report as being m ost lik e ly  th e  instrum ent 
w ith  w hich the m urder had been com m itted.

"  U p  to  th is poin t M arie’s answers had to ld  us n oth in g th a t  w e did not 
a lready know. A t  this m om ent th e ju d ge  o f first in stan ce drew  m e apart 
and whispered th a t the bill-hook had n o t been found.

"  I asked, ' W h a t did he do w ith  his b ill-hook ? '
"  ' W h a t did he do ? . . . w a it a  m om ent . . .  he th rew  i t  into a  pond. 

. . .  I see i t  q u ite  w ell a t  th e b otto m  of the w a ter.'
“  She designated th e position o f th e pond w ell enough to  enable it  to 

be dragged the sam e d a y  in presence o f an officer o f th e  constabulary. 
T h e bill-hook w as found there. W e  o n ly  heard  o f th e  resu lt in  the even
ing, b u t the scepticism  o f th e m agistrates w as a lrea d y  m uch shaken.

“ T o  sa tisfy  their curiosity, I asked th e  S ister to  borrow  from  some of 
the convicts som e sm all o b jects  belonging to  th em — an ear-ring, a  ring, 
etc.— and to  w rap them  in papers so as to  conceal th eir  n atu re  effectively. 
M arie gave us an e x a ct statem en t o f th e fa cts  w h ich  had  determ ined each 
conviction.

Instances of supernormal cognition in  the fa r  distant fa st.

I. Mr. W illiam  D enton, professor o f geology, published  in  London in 
1863 a  book entitled Nature's Secrets, or Psychometric Researches,* in which 
he gave his ow n experim ents suggested b y  th e w ork  o f B uchan an , a pro
fessor o f anthropology, on th e fa c u lty  called  b y  him  “  p sychom etry " ;  1

1 A Manual 0/ Psychometry, quoted by the Journal sur l ’Homme, Vol. I, No. 2.
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meaning b y  this term  the fa cu lty  possessed b y  some persons o f recon
stitu ting past scenes b y  touching an ob ject connected w ith them.

Mr. D enton had the good fortune to  find in his sister, Mrs. A nne D enton 
Cridge, a  rem arkably good sub ject and one sufficiently educated to describe 
her visions accurately.

A fter  testing th e v a lid ity  of her hyper-cognitions b y  using (like 
Buchanan) letters or fam iliar objects, b y  con tact w ith which she described 
the appearance of the w riter or possessor, his character, life, and sur
roundings, he conceived the idea of using this fa cu lty  on geological and 
palaeontological questions. F or this purpose he used m etallic fragm ents, 
minerals, fossils, and archaeological rem ains from  various countries, which 
his profession provided him  w ith  in plenty. In  numerous stances Mrs. 
Anne D enton, in con tact w ith  various objects, seemed to  witness great 
scenes in geologic epochs and in the life of prim itive men, and prehistoric 
groups in different centres of civilization. A  single instance w ill g ive an 
idea of the w orking of the facu lty .

She was given  a  piece of volcanic tu fa  from Pom peii, a ll precautions 
having been taken  th a t she should be in entire ignorance o f the nature 
and origin o f the ob ject. She said : “  I  see m ural paintings— large frescoes 
w hich seem to  decorate the walls o f a  com fortable house. . . . Then I see 
. . .  a  place pertaining to  an ancient country and a  tim e long past. T h e 
time-impression is v e ry  clear. I  perceive the detail o f buildings of a  past 
age. . . . T h e  w ings o f the frontage tow ards the sea are flanked b y  square 
towers. I  hear the swish of long curtains w ithin the house, m oved b y  the 
wind. In  front o i  me and to  the left, a t  the end of an enclosure which 
looks like an inner courtyard, I see some obstacle whose nature I am tryin g 
to  determ ine. I t  seems th a t this obstacle is a  huge mountain, imme
d iately  contiguous to  this house. Its  sum m it is so high th a t I  have to  
raise m y  head to  see it . I t  seems to  be a  volcano, for now I see sm oke 
com ing from  it, fiery stones, and steam . T h e violence of the eruption is 
such th a t from  a  distance i t  looks like a  v a st chim ney which a t  a  certain 
height flattens out, and extends over the whole country.

“  T h e m ountain presents the appearance o f an immense rounded sheath 
in w hich is a  c a v ity  o f unknown depth. T h e orifice of the actual crater 
seems to  me m uch sm aller than the internal cav ity . A  second crater 
develops, and this, though sm aller than the other, is m uch more active. 
. . .  I  am  now  betw een th e tw o, and am  ascending towards the higher 
of the tw o. . . .  I  hear thunders inside the m ountain. From  w hat depths 
does this terrible eruption com e ? T h e impression I  receive now is not 
the sam e as a t first. . . .  I t  seems strange th a t I  should not have per
ceived th is a t first, for nothing can be com pared to  w h at is now given to  
m y sight. T h e volum e of ejected m atter is terrible and passes all im agina
tion. I t  is n ot lava, quite different, a  growing black, in ky  cloud dropping 
huge b lack  flakes over the whole country round. I can hardly realize the 
rea lity  o f w h at 1 see ; it  seems so fantastical and unprecedented. I t  seems 
to  m e the w ork of destruction m ust be a t its  height, there is nothing left 
to  be sw allow ed up. I t  shrieks like a  tem pest let loose, boils, and passes 
like whirlwind.

"  N ow  it  seems as if torrents o f boiling w ater are thrown out b y  the 
volcan?); a t  first there w as on ly a  gigan tic eruption of scoria and burning 
stones, b u t now great masses o f boiling w ater flow down into the plain, 
sweeping a w ay  everyth in g in their path— cinders, m elted lava, and rocks—  
scooping out a  ravine between the tw o craters. W h at a  devastation of 
this m iserable coun try  I I t  is no mere earthquake, b u t an unprecedented 
cataclysm  full of horror and irrem ediable. AU the lower part of the moun
tain  is buried under it, and the shroud of death  extends for miles round.
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A ll is covered in th ick  darkness, w hich adds to  th e horror of the scene. 
N ow  and then flashes o f lightning s ta rt from  th e  m oun tain  and are lost 
in the th ick  clouds w ith  detonations th a t  sh ake th e  w hole. I can only 
a ttrib u te  this fearful pow er to  electro-m agn etic force w hich alone could 
produce such trem endous effects.’ *1

Interesting as are experim ents o f th is kind, th e y  are n ot valid  evidence 
for supernorm al cognition of th e past. T h e y  w ere m ade w ith ou t reckoning 
on a  factor w hich m ust a lw ays b e borne in  m ind w hen conducting such 
studies. I  allude to  unconscious m en tal com m unication. T h is is always 
present to  v itia te  investigations.

Mr. D enton was on ly  concerned to  keep  his su b ject in ignorance of the 
ob ject placed in her hands. H e does n ot seem  to  h a ve  know n that his 
own thought m ight be a  m uch m ore p o ten t su ggestive influence, and that 
the sub ject m ight thence draw  n ot o n ly  th e m ain  features of a pseudo
reconstruction of the events, b u t a  q u a n tity  o f tech n ical detail. Moreover, 
i t  is fa ta l to  the positive va lu e of exp erim ents o f th is sort th a t we have 
no means of ascertaining w hether th e in dication s g iv en  are conformable 
to  the ancient facts.

From  this point of view  th e o n ly  exp erim ent th a t  could be held 
conclusive would be one in w hich th e su b ject should reveal events 
unknown to  the experim enter and to  a n y  o th er liv in g  person, 
which details should be confirm ed b y  som e docum ent till then 
unknown to  all.

Such conditions m ust be extrem ely  rare  ; I  h a v e  long sought 
one in vain. There is, how ever, one a lread y  rendered interesting 
b y  a beginning of corroboration, w hich  w ill, I  th in k, interest the 
reader, though I do not know  if there w ill b e  a n y  conclusion, or 
if such would be confirm ative.

II . On M arch 15th, 1921, M. L u cien  G allo y , an  engineer, on his return 
from a  com m ercial mission in S yria , g a v e  m e, for exp erim ental purposes, 
a  photograph representing an ill-defined ovoid  m ass a b o u t four inches wide 
and tw o inches high. H e said : “  T h is  is an o b je c t whose contents are 
unknown to  anyone. W ould  yo u  t r y  to  ob ta in  in form ation  upon it by 
an y of the subjects w ith  w hom  you  h a ve  exp erim ented  ? ”

On M arch 16th, a t  9.30 a .m ., I  placed  th is  p h otograph  in the hands of 
Mme Morel in a  sta te  of hypnosis.

N o other person than M. G alloy  in P a ris  had  seen th is photograph. 
O n ly as the result o f a  casual conversation, and on searching his portfolio, 
had the idea com e to  him  th a t it  m igh t b e used for an experim ent.

T h e photograph, a  bad one, suggested n othin g as to  th e  o b je c t ; none 
of those to whom  I subsequen tly  show ed i t  could  m ake an yth in g of it. 
I  said to  Mme Morel. " T e l l  m e w h a t th e  th in g  w h ich  I  p u t into your 
hand causes you  to  see ."

"  I  see a  form, and in a  fog an inan im ate figure . . .  a  being disengages 
itself as a  shadow, rath er ta ll, th e forehead q u ite  clear. . . .  I see some
thing w ithout life like a  dead face. . . .  I t  is v e r y  fa r  off. . . .  I only 
see dead people . . .  i t  is far. . . .  I  seem  to  see group s o f persons in a 
d istant land (un cadre tloignS). . . .  I  see th ere m ore especially a  man 
w ith  a  young face . . . several persons. A h  1 n ow  an old m an appears 
more clearly  . . . w h at am  I to  look  for in  him  ? "

1 Quoted from a study by Mr. Joseph Peter, translated from Die utber-sinn- 
liche Welt (Munich). A finales de Sciences psychiques, Aug. 1910.
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"  Look for his m ode of life, his surroundings and his profession.”
"  I see a  habitation  of unusual form , v e ry  large— how large ! . . .  it  is 

not an ordinary habitation . . . .  I  see a vau lted  roof . . .  i t  is immense 
. . . cold, v e ry  ancient . . .  i t  seems deserted. . . .  I  see nothing 
present— (rien d'actuel) . . .  i t  is alm ost like a  church. . . .  I  see gloom 
everyw here . . .  i t  is immense . . . the ground is cold, the roof ve ry  
high . . . there are lights in the sides. I see w h at seems to  be coloured 
windows . . . m an y stones . . .  it  is immense . . . the form of the 
house is round, like a  cloister . . .  i t  is immense, immense.

"  T his m an does no m anual w ork, his brain on ly  is active. . . .  I  see 
his brain, high above th e norm al . . .  a  life  entirely of the brain . . . 
va st thought, v a st. . . .  I see w h at looks like a  v a st field in his brain. . . . 
I get glimpses of m any men around him. H e speaks, as if his words were 
above (the com prehension of) a ll these people.

“ I see th is form , sad . . . m an y thoughts. . . . H ow  rem ote in tim e 
it  all is ! V e ry  far.

"  T h is m an gathers others to him  . . . he sp eaks; his mere words are an 
action . . . w ritten  characters com e into his brain alm ost daily. . . .  I  
see coloured things . . . how abundant is his im agination I H e is highly 
placed . . .  a t  the head of m an y . . . higher than the norm al . . . like 
a  man distinguished above others . . .  he gives out m uch thought.

"  Som ething v e ry  sudden and vio len t stops a ll this. One would think 
th a t a vio lent death  has supervened . . . th is man is choking. I see 
blood. . . .  I t  is sudden 1 . . .  he is n ot alone . . . m any persons are 
round him  . . . how v io le n t! I see a  block of stone . . . suddenly I see 
him on the ground . . . there is a  m an there, I do n ot distinguish w hat 
he is doing. . . .  I  on ly  see th e other extended on the ground . . .  a ll 
van ishes.”

"  W h a t becam e of this m an’s b ody ? ”
”  Oh, w h a t a  num ber of p e o p le ! I t  is strange, I  see a  large concourse, 

b u t in their brains I do n ot see th e face of th a t man . . . there are m any 
there whom  he did n ot know . . . .  »

"  I see a  great crow d of unknow n persons. . . .  I  hear m uch noise . . . 
one would sa y  a  w hole nation behind th a t m an . . .  an immense crowd 
. . . then som ething m ilitary  . . . w h at a  concourse, th ey  come from 
everyw here. . . .  I  hear cries. . . .  I see som ething v e ry  high . . .  i t  is 
like a  strange funeral scene.”

“  See a  few  of the crow d ?”
”  I see people in light-coloured garm ents . . .  i t  is unusual a t a funeral 

. . .  a ll round th a t m an I see b right colours . . . red on both sides of 
him  . . . then a  group dressed in- w hite . . . w h at a  num ber in white, 
a ll together, in groups . . . then I  see uniform s . . . then the crowd 
follows . . .  a ll v e ry  brigh t . . . bright sunlight.

"  T h e uniform s are worn b y  soldiers, som e are ve ry  dark, w ith  gold upon 
th e dark  colour. . . .  I  see large head-dresses white, like w hite p lu m es. . .  
others h ave robes.”

"  L ook for the place where this m an is buried.”
"  I  don’t  see a n y  earth, i t  is like a  sm all underground house . . .  I  see a 

large va u lt, no earth  . . . th is m an is suspended as it  were, placed on 
som ething, n ot on th e ground rea lly  . . . there seems an em pty space 
underneath, he is placed as if sleeping. . . .  I see other dead about h im .”

"  N ow  look for the ob ject of w hich you are holding a  photograph.”
”  I see w h at looks like a  large ball, b u t bigger on one side than the other 

. . . w hite, m ilky, a  kind of agate tin t. T here is a  liquid in it, nearly 
half full, no, nearer a  quarter. . . .  I  see a  ru sty  coloured liquid, like 
reddened w ater, th ick  . . .  it  is not w ater . . . there, now I see better
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. . .  a  quarter fu ll or more, a  reddish liquid like c la y e y  w ater. . . . Ah 1 
it  is like blood w ith  a  ru sty  tin t, and above it  is a  th in  laye r  rath er thicker 
than below . . .  i t  is like blood . . .  its  colour is like  blood somewhat 
discoloured.”

*' L ook under w hat circum stances this liquid  w as p u t in to  the object."
"  O h, it  is v e ry  far in the past, very , v e ry  fa rl . . . w hile I look a t it  I 

see some one dying . . . how far a w ay  it  is . . .  an  infin ite distance . . . 
an age which is not ours. I t  is the m om ent of his death , as if it  were some 
of his blood. I t  is not in th e surroundings in  w hich  th a t  ob ject was 
placed ; i t  is in quite a  different place. . . .  I see m ountains and water 
. . . forests, un cultivated  land. . . . H o w  stran ge . . . how  far aw ay! 
I  see some one bleeding . . .  it  is his d eath  . . . w h a t a  num ber of 
people . . .  it  seems to  be in a  stone build ing. . . .  I  see men around 
another . . .  he has a  large wound in his n eck  . . .  a  savage scene, a 
human being m artyrised, m uch m artyrised  as if th e y  w ere injuring another, 
one on ly . . . these people do n ot speak th e sam e lan guage. . . .  I see 
wounds, blood, a  savage act. . . . O h, these m e n ! . . . robes . . . 
bronze-coloured. . . .  I see one esp ecially  w ith  large b rig h t eyes. . . . 
W hat a  strange face I . . . a  bleeding body.

“  N ew  I see a m ountain . . . th a t m an goes up it  . . . there is suffering 
. . .  he seems to  be going up a  bare m ountain draggin g som e h ea v y  thing, 
b lack and h ea v y  . . . there is a  shock, like som e one fallin g. . . .  I see 
pain and blood. I see blood round his head.

** I  see men who gather this blood, first in som e vessel, then in th a t which 
I am holding . . . this travels far, i t  is sh u t u p  w ith  th e body, as one 
places a  memento. . . .

*' T he blood was p u t in when the ob ject itse lf w as m ade. . . .  I  see sand, 
then a  strong heat to  m ake it  . . .  i t  has no opening . . .  it  is rather 
h astily  finished in one place . . . th e a ir  can n o t e n te r ."

Verification.
1. W h a t I knew  a t  the tim e of th e  exp erim ent. N o th in g a t  all.
2. W h a t M. G alloy knew . H e w as n ot present and to ld  m e som e hours 

la t e r :
M. E ddet, livin g a t  B eyro u t, a  landow ner in th e  v a lle y  o f B ek a a  (Syria), 

told him in January, 1921, th a t he had a  sort o f little  closed bottle, ovoid 
in shape, o f n early  opaque glass allow in g th e  lev e l o f liquid  inside to be 
seen. T his liquid m ust h ave been p u t in w hen th e  glass w as blown, for no 
orifice or place o f sealing is visib le.

T his ovoid is one-third larger th an  th e ph otograph.
I t  was found in a  necropolis near B aalb ec, w here are th e  ruins of the 

tem ple o f H eliopolis. I t  appears to  be th e  o n ly  o b je c t o f th e kind found 
in the necropolis of th is p lace or anyw here else.

M. Maspero, custodian of th e M useum  a t  C airo, h a vin g  seen this object 
when visitin g  B aalb ec, before 1914, is said  to  h a v e  declared it  unique 
never before seen b y  him, p rob ab ly  th e  o n ly  specim en in th e  world, and 
datin g prob ab ly  from  th e R om an  occupation  s lig h tly  before the Christian 
era.

T h e knowledge thus gained of its r a r ity  caused th e  o b ject to  be deposited 
in a  ban k a t  B eyro u t, pending th e  chan ce o f sp eakin g o f i t  to  some 
archaeologist.

T h e photograph w as given  b y  M. E d d e t to  M . G a llo y  th a t he might 
interest F rench archaeologists in  th e ovoid  and  its  m ysterious contents.

M. E d d e t considered th a t it  m ust con tain  som e rare and  precious liquid, 
h avin g been placed in the tom b o f an im p o rta n t personage.

M. Galloy, w ho had n ot seen th e  am pulla, had m ade no guess a t its
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contents. H e was m uch astonished to  hear th a t th e voyantt had stated  
it  to  be blood.

III . L ette r  from M . E dd et, posted a t  B eyro u t, A p ril 4th, 1921, answ ering 
a request for m ore precise in fo rm a tio n :

“  Y o u  ask me for v e ry  precise details regarding the antique am pulla. 
I haste to g ive you  the details here follow ing :

“  T he b ottle  w as found in a  v illa ge  now  called K erak, close to  th e 
M alaaka R a ilw ay  Station  on th e road to  B aalbec. T here is a t  K era k  
itself a tom b of R om an tim es, w hich th e  M etoualis, since th e y  cam e in to  
these parts, call ‘ the tom b of N oah.'

"  T h e tom b in w hich th is b o ttle  w as found is situated  close to  th e ruins 
of an ancient necropolis. T h e  proprietor of this ground, in 1895, w ishing 
to  m ake a nursery for silkworm s, brought w orkm en to  d ig the foundations.

“  W hile carrying o u t this w ork th e y  cam e upon a  large stone closing a  
cav ity . There w as a  tom b in the m iddle of this vau lted  c a v ity . O n this 
tom b la y  a  p late  o f m assive gold on w hich th is b o ttle  rested. R ound 
the tom b were m an y urns of different sizes sym m etrically  placed.

*' A t  sight of the p late and the urns, the workm en hastened to  seize them  
and abandoned the tom b. T h e  b o ttle  w as carried off and handed over 
to  the proprietor. In  these urns were found gold pieces bearing th e effigy 
of A lexander the G reat.

V Some hours a fter the d iscovery, th e C aim akam , th e G overnor o f the 
Sandjak, h avin g been inform ed, cam e to  the spot accom panied b y  th e 
police. H e and his com panions took  a w a y  such urns as the workm en had 
left. N o other tom b w as found near, no excavation s were m ade. T h e  
distance from  th e tem ple o f B aalb ec to  th e ruins o f K era k  is ab ou t 
eighteen miles. I could not te ll you  w hether there w ere or are a n y  inscrip
tions in the tom b, th e c a v ity  has been covered w ith  earth. N o fragm ents 
of glass or stone, and no inscriptions w ere found, and I m uch regret 
in ab ility  to  send you  specim ens. . . . "

IV . L etter from  M. E d d et, in rep ly  to  a  request for perm ission to  
exam ine the liquid in th e am pulla, or its  p u rch ase:

" . . .  O n ly  the sale of th is ob ject is contem plated, and I can not perm it 
the exam ination of th e conten ts for its  va lu e lies in this substance w hich 
was affirmed b y  the London and C airo Museums. I said, therefore, th a t its 
sale will be considered, and I ask ^5000 (E gyptian) as its  price. I f  your 
friend intends purchase, I w ould beg yo u  to  le t him  know  th a t th e  sale 
will be m ade a t the F rench C onsulate in B eyro u t a t a tim e to be indicated 
b y  him .”

N othing followed on th e transaction  proposed.
I t  is desirable, how ever, to  clear up th e w hole significance of the 

experim ent.
W ith  on ly  a  v e ry  bad photograph, g iv in g  no notion of th e o b ject 

portrayed, M me M orel takes cognizance of the life, death, and funeral 
rites of an ancient p e rso n a ge; she describes the form , dimensions, and 
appearance o f the ancient am pulla o f glass and th e state  of th e liquid it  
contains.

I t  is obviously  im possible to  reach a n y  certitude how far her vision 
corresponds to  rea lity . T h e  even ts cannot be brought b ack  to  our eyes. 
Com pared, however, w ith  the usual checks on th e accu racy o f past events, 
these here applicable are excep tion ally  valuable.

T o  begin w ith, the description b y  th e su b ject is confirmed b y  the kn ow 
ledge o f Messrs. G alloy  and E d d e t as far as th is goes. T h e  am pulla is 
actu ally  as described, qnd w as found in a  vau lted  cham ber in a  necropolis 
in the E ast. T h is  p art o f the experim ent is in structive because it  lim its the 
phenomenon to  one o f tw o  possibilities— supernorm al cognition of the

DIVERSE ASPECTS OF SUPERNORMAL COGNITION 87



88 SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN
past, or, m ental intercom m unication a t  a  d istance. A s  in a ll experiments 
n ot specifically repeatable, the good fa ith  of th e experim enter and the 
witnesses m ust be assumed.

B u t in addition (and herein lies the in terest o f th e  facts) the subject 
described an event— the dram atic and san guin ary  d eath  o f an ancient 
personage, of w hich unrevealed evidence th a t can be verified b y  the senses 
exists. T h e real contents o f the am pulla are unknow n to  a n y  livin g being. 
Those who know of the existence o f the vessel th in k  its  contents quite 
different to th a t indicated b y  th e su b ject. I t  then should be verified that 
th e liquid is other than blood, th a t w ould p rove th a t  th e veridical part of 
Mme Morel's vision is due to  intercom m unication of thought, and that 
alone would, b y  reason of the distance, be a  v e ry  rem arkable fact. The 
rest would be mere tabulation.

If the contents should in the fu tu re be found to  b e blood, the probability 
th a t the whole events described w ere true w ould approach  certainty.

I hope th a t some d a y  the affair w ill be b rou gh t to  a  conclusion ; mean
while, i t  is w ell th a t th e n arrative o f th e fa cts  should precede their 
verification.

A n  instance of supernormal cognition o f the future of a human 
person and incidentally, of an event affecting many.1

D r. Tardieu w r ite s : " T h is  rem arkable prediction, o f w hich there are 
several witnesses still livin g and whose a ccu racy  I  gu aran tee on m y word 
of honour, occurred in the m onth o f Ju ly , 1869.

"  M y friend L6on Sonrel— a  form er stu d en t a t  the h igher N orm al School, 
and then em ployed in the P aris O b serva to ry— and m yself were often 
together and becam e intim ate friends. H e w as a  scientific m an of the 
highest type. T hanks to  him , w hen I  w as on th e  P aris hospital staff, I 
becam e acquainted w ith  m an y m en of science, m ore especially with 
Charles Sainte-Clair-D eville and M a rie-D a vy. I  w as one of the four 
founders of the O b servatory  o f M ontsouris, a lon g w ith  Sonrel, and b y his 
assistance.

"  L6on Sonrel had often astonished m e b y  a  k ind o f h yp n otic  state that 
occurred from  tim e to  tim e in th e  course o f conversation  when he was 
quiet and su itab ly  disposed. I listened to  him  and could v e rify  the fact 
th a t he often predicted even ts w hich in th e  sequel p roved  correct. I should, 
however, m ention th a t  I  paid  no v e ry  p a rticu la r  a tten tion  to  these 
states, which I regarded as an access o f som nam bulism , though his eyes 
rem ained open and his countenance un derw ent no change.

"  B u t on the 23rd or 24th of J u ly , 1869, w e w ere w alk in g in the Luxem
burg gardens facing th e  P h arm aceu tica l School, w hen he made the 
following prediction, w hich lasted  three hours and  m ade a  v e ry  strong 
impression upon m e. H e continued his w alk , looking upwards and 
stopping from  tim e to  tim e :

"  * O h 1 W h a t is th is ? I t  is w ar. Y o u  are on th e Boulevards— in 
com m and. H ow  surprising. Y o u  are cou n tin g m on ey a t  the Gare du 
N ord. . . . N ow  you  are in th e train  w ith  a  num ber o f others. . . . You 
stop a t A u ln o y  ! N ow  you com e to  H irson. Y o u  are a t  Hirson. You are 
a t  M dzidres; b u t where are you going ? Sddan. . . . Oh, w h at a battlel 
Y o u  are in great danger. . . . O h, m y  poor c o u n tr y ! W h a t a  disaster I 
W h a t a  m isfortu n e! O h, m y G o d ! m y  G od 1' H e  stopped a moment 
and w ept.

1 The facts are reported by M. Amedee Tardieu, consulting physician at Mont- 
Dore. Published by M. de Vesme in the Annales des Sciences psychiques, 1915, 
No. 3 ; and abbreviated by Professor Richet in his Traitt de Metapsychique.
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“  H e walked on and I  follow ed. H e raised his head and seem ed looking 
into space, m aking some gestures w ith  his arm . H e w en t on :

"  * Oh, w h at a  defeat 1 w h at a  disaster ! Oh, m y  poor co u n try  I ' H e 
con tin u ed :

“  * Y o u  are besieged in Paris. . , . W h y  1 I  am  a  superior o ffic e r ! 
W hat ? I  shall die in three d a ys ! '  H e seem ed to  w ake up, and turnin g 
to  me, said, | 1  am  dying, dying, b u t o f w h a t ? '

“  F or one m om ent he looked a t  m e norm ally, and I  replied, ' Y e s, old 
man, you were d yin g a t the Siege o f P aris, and w ere a  superior officer. T h a t  
is all rig h t.’

“  H e returned to  the hyp n otic  s t a t e : 11 am  dying, d yin g in th e siege o f 
Paris in three d a y s .’ H e seemed to  w ake up three tim es, and  w en t on . . .
• Oh, m y God 1 M y poor w ife is pregnant of a  child whom  I shall n ever see.’ 
H e wept. ' Oh, b u t you  are th e r e ! Y o u  ta k e  care of them . H o w  good 
you are.' H e showed great anguish and continued to  predict th e disasters 
of the Siege and the dangers I should incur. . . . Then, speaking to  me,
‘ Ah, you  th in k  to  rem ain in P aris and w ork w ith  th e M edical School 1 y o u  
are in the provinces— p o litica lly  em ployed, b u t yo u  do n ot forget m y  w ife 
and ch ild ren ! A h , you  m arry  and h a ve  children 1 A h , m y poor friend, 
how you suffer ! you  are w eeping a t  th e bedside of a  d yin g  wom an whom  
you love. . . . Courage, courage, m y  fr ie n d ; you  w ill w in through you r 
troubles. H ow  sorry I am  for you, m y  poor friend ! '

For more than tw o hours Sonrel revealed  his friend’s future, and, com ing 
to  the revelation  of a  certain  scientific fa c t  w hich m ade an epoch in 
M. T ardieu ’s life, he broke o u t :

“  * A nother disaster for F ran ce. O h, m y  G od 1 m y co u n try  is lo s t ! 
France is slain ! ’

"  Sonrel w ept for som e m inutes, and w as silent. T h en  he raised his 
head and, looking up us if inspired, cried o u t : ' A h , she is s a v e d ; she goes 
to  the R hine ! Oh, F r a n c e ! oh, m y d early  loved  country, she trium phs, 
queen of the nations ! H er genius shines throughout th e w orld. . . . A ll 
admire her ! ' ”

D r. T ardieu sum s up th e s e q u e l:
"  A ppointed to  m edical charge o f th e 8th R ed  Cross A m bulan ce, b y  

m y respected chiefs, D rs. N 61aton and L arrey, ab ou t A u g u st 20th, 1870, 
I left w ith  three am bulances under orders for th e arm y o f M ac-M ahon, 
who was to leave Chalons to  join  B azain e a t M etz. B u t no one knew  w here 
Mac-Mahon m ight be. I th o u gh t to  follow  th e v a lle y  o f th e Meuse, and so 
to find his arm y som ewhere on the w a y  to  M etz. T h e  8th A m bulan ce w as 
specially attached to  th e 7 th  A rm y Corps under F elix -D o u ay.

“  W e passed along the boulevards am id great excitem ent. I  to ld  tw o of 
m y doctors to  solicit help for th e wounded. F rom  th e O pera to  the station  
we collected 36,000 francs. I counted over th is m oney in  th e station  to  
the cashier of th e Society. A t  th a t m om ent th e  prediction b y  m y  friend 
cam e b ack  to  me.

“  In  the train  m y  doctors asked m e w here w e w ere going, and I  replied, 
1 Tow ards the northern p a rt o f th e v a lle y  o f th e M eu se; w e shall pass b y  
A ulnoy, Hirson and M6zi6res to  S6ctan. M oreover,’ I  to ld  them , * I  w ill 
te ll you  of a  prediction m ade to  m e : In  ten  to  fifteen d ays w e return  to  
P aris after a  terrible d efeat.’

“  On A u gu st 31st, a fter traversin g A uln oy, H irson, Mdzidres and S6dan, 
we cam e to  R au cou rt b y  w a y  of Ch6m ery. W e had picked up sev era l 
hundred wounded from  the b a ttle  o f B eaum ont. T h e  F ren ch  A rm y  filed 
p a s t : the Prussians in pursuit cam ped a t  R au cou rt and round about. In  
the evening of A u gu st 31st, abou t 10 p.m ., I  told  m y doctors o f the
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prediction b y  L6on and said th a t a fter the d efeat on th e  m orrow, we should 
return to  Paris, w hich would be besieged.

“  AU m y am bulance staff m et m y  friend Sonrel a t  A rcueil, where he came 
and dined w ith  me. T h e y  said, ‘ N ow  w e shall see w hether he is appointed 
a  superior officer and dies in three d a ys.'

“  L6on was gazetted m ajor in th e sub sid iary  corps o f Engineers under 
the orders of Colonel L aussedat. . . . F ifteen  or tw e n ty  d ays later he 
took black sm all-pox and died in three d ays. H is  w ife  was in the third 
m onth of pregnancy.

"  T h e 8th Am bulance, w hich w as then a t  A rcu eil, w as dumbfounded. 
Together w ith  M. D elaunay, presiding over th e O b serva to ry , and President 
o f the A cadem y of Sciences, I  d irected th e  obsequies a t  th e  church of 
M ontrouge and the cem etery o f M ontparnasse.

“  I t  is needless to  mention th a t I th o u gh t it  m y  d u ty  to  assist the sorrow
ing widow in every  w ay  th a t I could.

“  A fter the Siege I returned to  A uvergn e, and w as appointed Councillor 
in the Puy-de-D6m e.

** In his prophecy L6on a lw ays spoke o f his children. In  1869 he had 
b u t one son. T h e second— Jacques— w as born seven  m onths after his 
father’s death, in 1871.

“  A s Councillor of Puy-de-D 6m e, in 1873, I  secured th e  v o te  for the 
foundation of the O b servatory  there. W hen  b rin gin g th e  project for 
confirmation I  took the op p ortu n ity  o f askin g th e  G eneral Council to 
support m y application to th e M inister Jules Sim on for a  pension to the 
widow of m y M end Sonrel. T h e M inister gran ted  a  pension o f 1200 francs.

“  I married in 1874. M y w ife faded slo w ly  from  an encysted liver 
during six years, leaving me w ith  tw o little  girls.

"W h e n , in 1912, the episode of a  scientific k in d  predicted  b y  Sonrel 
forty-three years before cam e to  pass. M. T a rd ieu  ju d ged  th e tim e of the 
new trials of France to be near. H e w arned his friends, and in A pril, 1914, 
certain th a t terrible events w ere near, w en t to  P rofessor R ichet, com
m unicated to him the whole o f th e Sonrel prediction, and a t  his request 
gave it  to  him w ritten  ou t for pub lication  in  th e  A nnales des Sciences 
psychiques. On June 13th I had personal know ledge o f it  a t  a  reunion of 
psychical enquiries, and on ly  circum stances connected w ith  the war 
delayed the publication till A ugust, 1915, w hen th e  issue o f the war was 
still ve ry  doubtful.”

A n  instance of supernormal cognition of a collective future.
The instance I am  about to  quote is o f a  k in d  w hich  would leave 

the reader resolutely sceptical if  it  were n ot sup ported  b y  numerous 
honourable witnesses. N o p rem on itory fa c ts  as y e t  known are 
a t all com parable to  it. B y  its  precision in  nam es, dates, and 
places, and the accuracy o f th e inform ation  g iven , it  is perfect. 
I en vy those who, having been present a t  th e  successive phases of 
this experim ent, h ave acquired absolute c e rta in ty  th a t so complete 
a  precognition of the futu re is possible.

H ere follows th e prem onition as reproduced in the Revue 
Metapsychique, N o. 7 of 1 9 2 1 :

E xtraordin ary predictions, m ade d urin g th e  course o f th e  last Russo- 
Polish W ar b y  an auditory m edium , M adam e P rzy b ylsk a .

M adame P rzy b ylsk a  is n ot a  professional m e d iu m ; she gives only 
private stances to M ends. She "  hears ”  th e m essages tran sm itted  to her,
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and dictates their contents, w hich those present take down as uttered. A ll 
the following com m unications were read and recorded b y  th e C entral 
Com m ittee o f the S .P .R ., W arsaw , im m ediately a fter the stan ces w ith  
Mme P rzyb ylska, long before the realization of the predicted events.

T he first message, obtained June lo th , 1920, w as read a t the sittin g o f 
the Central Com m ittee on June 16th, 1920, under the presidency of 
M. Lebiedzinski, and the other m em bers then present— Colonel O kolow icz, 
Mr. Rose, D r. Sokolow ski, Mr. N iem ojeviki, D r. Guirard, Mr. L . G rabow ski, 
Mr. K . B okow ski, Mr. P . Sm urlo, Mme Jastrzem bska, M me W odzinska, 
Mr. K nechow icz, and Mme Gordon de Jurgielewicz.

T he sam e procedure was followed w ith  a ll the other messages whose 
genuineness is certified b y  num erous and com petent witnesses.

T he first o f th e docum ents reproduced below was obtained June 10th, 
1920, a t a private  stan ce given  b y  the medium, in presence of the Countesses 
Marie and Jeanne de W alesska. I t  was read, as before stated, to  the 
Central Com m ittee o f the S .P .R ., W arsaw , on June 16th. A t  th a t tim e the 
Poles seemed com pletely v ic to r io u s ; th e y  occupied an im portant p art of 
Russia, and had taken  K ieff.

T h e B olshevists w ere everyw here in full retreat. On June 9th the line 
of the R iv er Socha had been forced, and on the 10th the v ic to ry  o f the 
Beresina w as officially announced.

T h e m essage1 was received w ith  stupefaction  and entire incredulity.
T h e messages received and the events th a t cam e to  pass are here printed 

in parallel colum ns.
Message o f June  10th, 1920.

T h e  Council o f M inisters is n ot 
y e t constituted, b u t sooner or later 
you w ill hear o f W itos.

W h a t m isfortunes 1 W h a t dis
asters I H ow  m an y dead on th e 
battlefields 1 A  disaster to  you r 
troops.

D uring this m onth there w ill be a 
great change in the Council. W itos 
w ill be Prim e M inister.

A  greater m an than you r M in
isters w ill g ive  you  his friendly 
help. In  A u gu st everyth in g w ill 
change. A  stranger arrives w ith  
whom Pilsudski takes co u n se l; he 
will have m uch influence.

T h e system atic strikes w ill com e 
to  an end. T ow ards th e m iddle 
of A u gu st you r m isfortunes w ill 
change, b u t up to  th a t tim e there 
w ill be nothing b u t disasters.

Events realized.
T h e  disaster predicted, though 

q u ite  unexpected, did not fa il to 
com e about.

A  general offensive b y  the B o l
shevists began June 28th on the 
northern front. On J u ly  8th the line 
o f th e U pper Beresina (550 kil. from  
W arsaw) w as abandoned. M insk 
was lost on the 12th, V iln a  (440 kil. 
from  W arsaw) was lost on the 16th, 
and L id a  (350 kil.) on th e 18th.

T h e  a tta ck  on W arsaw  began 
A u g u st 13th  and 14th, and on the 
15th  the b a ttle  began to  go in 
favo u r o f the Poles.

O n the 18th the v ic to ry  of the 
V istu la  was com plete and the 
A sia tic  hordes were routed : b u t up 
to  the 15th  the Polish arm ies had 
on ly  defeats.

T h e  arrival of a  stranger (General 
W eygand) and his co-operation 
w ith  P ilsudsky, had a great share in 
savin g Poland. V icto ry  declared 
for the Poles in the m iddle of A ugust 
(the 15th).

Mr. W itos, till then alm ost 
unknown, becam e Prim e M inister 
J u ly  24th.

1 The word "  message ”  is used here as in spiritualist circles, as if the subject 
received her information from an exterior entity.
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Message o f Ju ly  6th, read to the

Central Council J u ly  12th.
A  great disaster. Y o u  w ill soon 

get orders to  abandon the r ig h t 
ban k of th e V istu la.

D isasters all through this m onth.

Message o f Ju ly  12th, read to the
Central Committee Ju ly  21st.
Minsk, K ow el, and V iln a  are lost. 

N ear K ow el m any rich people h a ve  
been shot. T errib le news com es 
from  th a t province. B u t a fter  a  
m onth all w ill change.

The num ber of your defenders 
increases.

B y  the end of J u ly  your forces 
w ill be greater than those o f th e  
B olsheviks. T h e y  w ill in vade your 
land and there w ill be terrible 
disasters.

B u t the troops o f L enin  are 
dispersed in the m onth of A u g u st. 
T h e great change is on A u gu st 15th .

A  ray  of jo y  comes from  you r 
greatest friend. T h e word for th e 
present is— No disunion, and count 
on your own strength. T h a t w ill 
have m uch influence a t  the P eace 
Conference.

Message o f Ju ly  21st.
A  visitan t from P aris brings you  

an unexpected change. Y o u r  p a 
triotism  and heroism m ake a  great 
impression on him.

G reat changes in A ugust.
Y o u r strength is in th e victories 

of K ow el and K ovno.
Discord between the B olsh evist 

leaders and a  great and unexpected  
change.

Y o u  will re-take you r lost ground 
more qu ickly  than you  lost it, and 
m any guns and prisoners. A  great 
victo ry  towards V iln a and L id a .

V ilna will be occupied b y  you r 
troops more q u ick ly  than  it  w as 
lost.

Events realised.
T h e  ev en ts cam e to  pass exactly. 

T h e  in vasion  o f Poland b y  the 
B o lsh ev iks began and w as closely 
follow ed up.

Events realised.
M insk, K o w el, and V iln a were 

lost in th e w eeks follow ing.

I t  w as on A u g u st 15th exactly 
th a t  v ic to r y  chan ged sides and 
W arsaw  w as saved.

Events realised,
A ll  these ev en ts cam e to  pass. 

A fte r  th e  v ic to r y  on the Vistula 
follow ed those a t  K ow el, Kovno, 
V iln a , and L id a .

T h e  ro u t o f th e  B olsheviks was 
com plete. T h e y  lost m ost of their 
a rtillery  and 100,000 prisoners.

On the 1st of A ugu st th e m edium  le ft for Zakopane, a small 
health resort in the m ountains. T h e  com m unications were sent 
b y  post to  the S .P .R ., read and countersigned b y  th e  members.

T h e five m essages received a t  Z akop an e w ere taken  down in 
presence of D r. Sochaki, Mr. C ienski, and M me. Cienska, Mme. 
Abgarowicz, Count D zieduszycki, and C ountess D zieduszycka.
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Messages received A  ugust 6th at Events realized.

Zakopane. E x a c t  fu lfilm ent o f  a ll details.
Russia is victorious and th e  ch ief 

forces are tow ards M insk and 
Terespol. T h e  P olish  forces h a v e  
been beaten everyw here. Su d 
denly, aid from  Fran ce, and m uch 
jo y  on the 15th  o f A u g u st. W arsaw  
will not be taken. Y o u r  dispersed 
armies will draw  together again. A  
great v icto ry  for th e Poles. T h e  
soldiers of the S oviets w ill be routed  
and driven out. Y o u  know  th a t 
W arsaw is in despair. A ll  th e  
country round is occupied b y  th e 
enemy. E v e ry  d a y  brings horrible 
news. A t  W arsaw  th e y  ex p ect th e 
Bolsheviks, b u t fear wiU be changed 
into jo y .

A t the tim e of greatest distress it  w as reported in  Z akop ane 
th at W arsaw  had been occupied b y  th e  enem y.

August 13 th.
G reat changes. F ran ce com es to  

your aid. T h e  B olsheviks h a ve  been 
driven out o f th e tow n  o f P rzn yss. 
Y o u r old chief takes com m and and 
leads you to  v icto ry . I t  is M onday, 
A ugust 15th. T h e  enem y w ill n ot 
take your tow n. Y o u  are stron g. 
W a it till M onday. D o  n o t despair. 
Seven more d ays and y o u  w ill h ave 
great victories. Y o u r  love for yo u r 
country, your heroism and a  m iracle 
b y  the H o ly  V irgin  h ave saved  th e 
town. P ra y  to  the H o ly  V irgin  for 
strength to  w a it these seven days.

Message o f August 14th, 1920.
W h a t jo y  I the enem y is dis

persed.

Message o f August 15 th, 1920.
A  b etrayal and a  m isfortune a t  

D zialdovo (Soldau). T h ere  is a  
fraud b y  th e B olsh eviks and th e 
Prussians. W arsaw  is ju b ila n t, 
suddenly overjoyed  and rad ian t. 
She is m arvellously strong. H ow  
she fights I T h e  w hole w orld looks 
on and wonders a t  her v ic to ry .

T o -d a y  is the great ch an g e : a  
bridge taken  near M odlin. T o 
morrow a  new ra y  of hope, and a fter 
to-m orrow such jo y  and hope. 
Y o u r  coun try  is cleared of her

Events realized.
E x a c t  fu lfilm ent o f all.

Events realized.
T h e  ev en t w as n ot y e t  realized, 

b u t w as im m inent.

Events realized.
Im possible to  b e m ore e x a c t and 

defin ite. A ll  is a b so lu te ly  tru e. 
T h e  deta ils o f th e b a tt le  o f th e  
V istu la , th e  alarm  a t  L em berg, th e 
co m p lic ity  o f th e  P russian s a t  
Soldau g iv in g passage to  th e  routed  
arm y through E a st P russia.

T h e  in verted  order o f th is  episode 
should be re m a rk e d ; i t  is m en
tioned first.
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enemies more q u ick ly  than  one 
could have hoped.

T h e B olsheviks t r y  to  surround 
L e m b e rg ; th e y  pass th e  S try p a .
B u t, I  repeat, th e y  w ill n ot ta k e  
Lem berg. T h e y  h ave sw orn th e y  
w ill be a t  Lem berg on T u esday, b u t 
i t  is not true. B u d ien n y ’s a rm y  is 
dispersed near th a t tow n.

Message o f August igth, 1920. Events realized.
In a  m onth great victories an d  T h is  w as th e v ic to ry  of Rovno. 

a  new disaster for th e B olsh eviks.
Com plete defeat o f the enem y.

(3) T he L imits of Supernorm al Cognition

1 have wished to  g ive  a  general n otion  o f para-norm al cognition 
b y  the instances above cited  from  o th er m en 's w orks to show what 
m anifestations h ave been recorded u p  to  th e  present. I have 
taken these instances a t first in  close connection  w ith  Psycho- 
physiological science, and i t  w ill h a v e  been noticed  th at they 
diverge from  this la tter  and soon lose, even  theoretical contact 
with it.

In  our survey o f all these a rtific ia lly  grouped facts, have we 
explored the whole exten t o f supernorm al cogn ition  ?

Those who undertake experim ental research in  supra-normality 
soon, acquire the certain ty, based on scientific grounds, that the 
human being seems endowed w ith  a  d u p licate  p sych ic  personality: 
the one— the conscious m ind, co n tin u a lly  functioning on the 
reports of the senses in  a  sequence progressing tow ards knowledge 
b y  comparison, abstraction, deduction , in d u ction , and generalisa
tion ; the other latent, rare ly  m anifested, disposing of sources of 
information, and w orking b y  m en tal processes th a t  h ave no rela
tion to  the norm al. f

In the great m ajo rity  o f hum an beings th e  supernorm al psychic 
personality rem ains a lw ays la ten t— q u ite  l a t e n t ; nothing ever; 
shows its  presence. — J

In  other cases, perhaps, o n ly  once in  a  life-tim e, on the occasion 
of some im portant event, th e  supernorm al psychism  informs the 
plane of conscious thought.

W ith  others th is occurs re p e a te d ly ,__  ... .
Only in a  few  rare cases, th e  p h ysio lo g ica l ve iL rh a t divides the 

apparent from  the laten t seem s to  b e raised. W ith  these persons 
the passage from th e stage o f sensorial th o u g h t to  the tran
scendental is so easy  th a t a  tru e  para-n orm al fa c u lty  is mani
fest, co-existent w ith  ord inary  intelligence, and occasionally 
coming into action spontaneously, b u t also a t  w ill o f the subject.

S tu dy of this facu lty  of h yper-cognition  soon reveals that those

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN



jl

who possess it  differ so m uch in th eir in divid ual pow ers th a t no 
two are alike. I t  would seem th a t b y  reason of shades in p sych o lo 
gical constitution, each seizes on som e fragm en tary  p a rt o f  th e 
whole reality, th e p a rt cognized being variab le  in its  natu re and 
extent.

T h e artificial gradation o f phenom ena th a t I h ave  m ade for 
convenience of description does n ot seem to  ex ist for th e fa c u lty  
itself. A  subject w ho is capable of th e greater m anifestations is 
not necessarily capable o f the lesser. O ne person m ay  be a  dow ser 
and nothing more. A noth er, h avin g  rem arkable pow ers o f per
ception of hum an personalities and for w hom  other lives h a v e  no 
secrets, can grasp n o other rea lity . M adam e P rzy b y lsk a , endow ed 
with a  sem i-divine fa c u lty  o f perceiving the future, is perhaps 
incapable of saying w h at is happening in  th e n e x t room  or o f 
finding a  b it of copper buried in  the ground.

Those who show hyper-cognition are, up  to  the present a t  least, 
specialized as it  were. Supernorm al cognition is therefore a  
Itn rctiu irof the tem peram ent’ o f those w ho are endowed w ith  i t ; 
but to assign lim its to  its  ex ten t and a cu ity  w ould be to  generalise 
on insufficient data. D uring th e fifty  years th a t a  sm all num ber 
of observers h ave interested them selves in para-norm al cognition 
the phenom ena brought to  ligh t are so am azing th a t few  perhaps 
feel able to  adm it them  till th e y  h ave  seen them .

N ow  th at men of science, train ed b y  s tu d y  o f th e facts, are on 
the look out for uprushes from  th e  transcendental plane o f hum an 
th o u g h t; now th a t the diffusion of m etanorm al psych ology has 
m ultiplied the num ber of observers, w e m ay  exp ect to  d iscover 
and record m anifestations o f supernorm al cognition of an order 
whose existence w e do not y e t  suspect.
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C H A P T E R  IV

S U P E R N O R M A L  C O G N IT IO N

D irected upon a  H uman P ersonality

I
N V E S T IG A T IO N  of supernorm al cognition  in  its  principal 
m anifestations reveals th is psych ic  fa c u lty  under w idely 
different aspects. I t  is w ith  considerable surprise th a t the 
psychologist w ill note its  fragm en tary  ch aracter. Theoretic

a lly  a  psycho-physiological u n ity  can  be assigned to  th e facu lty  of 
hyper-cognition b y  referring all its  varieties to  th e  potentialities 
o f the hum an dynam o-psychism  ; b u t in  p ractice  it  is found that 
the range o f facu lty  in each subject possesing th is  pow er is very 
restricted, and specialised. T h e  sequences artificia lly  made 
am ong the phenom ena do not correspond to  progressive degrees in 
actual hyper-cognition. A s  before said, a  su b ject capable of the 
higher m anifestations is not necessarily cap ab le  of presenting the 
lower. Subjects who present th e m ost p u zzlin g  phenomena, 
entirely inexplicable b y  physiological science, are n o t generally 
able to  produce those other m inor m an ifestation s w hich seem 
alm ost intelligible from  physiological data.

T h is fact is not u n im p o rta n t: each v a r ie ty  o f specialization 
of individual m etanorm al facu lty  g ives us as m an y hum an subjects 
for stud y as there are specialized capacities.

I would particularly  em phasize th is  fa c t o f specialization, 
because neglect of this fact (of w hich I com e across m an y instances) 
sterilizes enquiry. I t  is scien tifically  useless to  undertake 
investigations into th e nature of h yper-cognition  b y  endeavouring 
to  obtain a  prearranged set o f phenom ena, w ith o u t previously 
ascertaining the ty p e  of hum an su b ject em ployed. E v e ry  person 
possessing the facu lty  is a special instrum ent for th e  investigator 
who, if he is to  get reliable results, m ust kn ow  its  m odes o f working 
and the conditions under w hich it  can  be em ployed. Investigation 
of supernorm al facu lty  cannot com e to  fru ition  b y  th e  stu d y  of 
any single individual how ever h igh ly  g if t e d ; m an y hum an subjects 
of differing typ es m ust be sep arately  studied.

M oreover, the a ttem pt to  w ork from  th e know n to  th e unknown 
and from  the sim ple to  the com plex as in ord in ary  science is but 
to  create illusions and to  lose tim e. In  th is  m atter  nothing is 
simple and nothing can be said  to  be *' kn o w n ,”  everyth in g is
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complex and obscure. E ven  w hat seems akin to our sciences is 
really as inexplicable as th at which seems remote from them, for 
our knowledge o f the psycho-physiology of the human subject 
m ay be taken as nil, despite the naive self-sufficiency of certain 
scientists.

W e h ave to  accom m odate ourselves to  this state of things. 
As variations in facu lty  determ ine the diversity of the phenomena, 
it is useless to  a ttem pt to  generalise, and research must necessarily 
be confined to the particular class of phenomena obtainable with 
each particular subject suited to  th at restricted enquiry.

I t  is for this reason th a t I have in this book confined myself to 
one single aspect of supernorm al cognition ; and it was in order 
to lead up to  this restricted analysis th at I have cursorily surveyed 
the whole area o f hyper-cognition in its m any forms, without 
enlarging on any. T h e  only aspect I now intend to develop is 
th at in w hich supernorm al cognition is directed upon a human 
personality as its  objective.

B u t in order to  define still more precisely this limited field of 
research, it  is necessary to  remember th at phenomena of this class, 
m ay, as we h ave already seen, be accid en tal; that is, m ay 
appear fortuitously a  few  tim es or once only in the lives of certain 
rare personalities. I p ut these aside, they cannot be evoked, 
th ey are not reproducible and belong to  the historic data. The 
branch of stu d y  th at I here undertake is th at in which the psycho
logist h as a t his disposal a certain class of sensitives as his human 
instrum ents o f research, w ho are endowed with the permanent 
facu lty  (when p u t in contact w ith  other individuals) of taking 
para-norm al cognition of their personalities and the content of 
their lives.

No m isapprehension on the part of the reader should be 
possible. A nd  to avoid  exposing m yself in the future as in the 
past to objections arising sim ply from the w ant of precision 
attaching to  term s com m only used in psychic literature, I 
deliberately set aside the whole of th at misleading terminology 
which invests the diverse m anifestations of supernormal cognition 
w ith  nam es w hich prejudge the m ethod of their production, or 
allow anyone to  interpret them  in any sense that he m ay prefer. 
“ D ouble s igh t,”  "second sigh t,”  "  vision at a distance,”  “ audition 
at a  distance,”  “ te lep ath y ,”  "c la irvo y a n ce ,”  " lu c id ity ,”  and the 
like, are all words w hich m ean too m uch or mean n oth in g; they 
should disappear from  use.

T h e lum inous m ind of E m ile Boirac justly  said, “  A t  their 
outset nearly a ll sciences start b y  taking all their terms from 
ordinary language ; th ey  speak, one m ay say, as everyone speaks. 
B u t ordinary language is too poor and narrow to describe all the 
objects and the aspects of these objects which appear to scientific
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view  as th e circle o f research exten d s. . . . Those who have 
entered upon p sych ic  in vestig atio n s h a v e  n o t alw ays realized 
the im portance o f fram in g a  re a lly  ap p ro p riate  term inology. On 
th e contrary, th e y  h ave  (as indeed w as natural) endeavoured to 
adapt the ordinary v o ca b u la ry  to  needs arising from  new facts 
or to  express new  ideas ; an d  these w ords a lread y  carrying old 
associations, now  are obstacles in  th e  w a y  of a  m ore appropriate 
term inology. . . . M any of th e  d ifficulties th a t arise have no 
other cause than th e insufficiency o f th e  verb a l instrum entation.” 

In  his Avenir des Sciences psychiques (p. 223), Boirac has 
proposed (though w ith  an u n d u ly  restricted  m eaning) the word 
"  m etagnom y ”  (/aera =  beyon d, yvw/xt} =  intelligence) to  designate 
the phenomenon of supernorm al cogn ition . I t  m eans therefore 
"  knowledge of things th a t  w e can n o t n o rm ally  kn ow .”

I suggest th a t th is term  (etym o lo g ica lly  correct) should be 
accepted b y  psychologists in  its  fu ll m eaning. I t  presents the 
advantage th at it  is a d ap tab le  to  th e  ideas to  be expressed— 
i  m etagnom ic in form ation ,”  a  ”  m etagn om ic subject ” — are 
brief and explicit, and do n o t go  b e yo n d  th e  essential idea.

T h e investigation  here fo llow ing, lab elled  w ith  th is term till a 
more definite one applicable to  th is  grou p  o n ly  shall be invented, 
is then— “  M etagnom y applied  to  a  h um an o b jective .”
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C H A P T E R  V

T H E  M E TH O D  O F  I N V E S T IG A T IO N  O F  S U P E R N O R M A L  
C O G N IT IO N  D I R E C T E D  U P O N  A  H U M A N  

P E R S O N A L I T Y

B
Y  reason of th e perm anent fa c u lty  possessed b y  som e 
subjects o f cognizing hum an personalities, phenom ena 
of this class can  b e  evo k ed  and reproduced, an d  are  
therefore am enable to  an  exp erim en tal trea tm en t 

adapted to  their special nature. O n ly  th is  k in d  o f discip lin ed  
study can produce useful results. A p a rt from  exp erim en ta l 
method, investigation  rem ains in  th e sta ge  o f sem i-passive obser
vation, and can o n ly  accum ulate a  superabundan ce o f facts . In  
this, as in other branches o f N a tu ra l Science, th e  aim  is to  d is
cover the causes o f phenom ena in  order to  acq u ire  kn ow led ge 
satisfying to  the m ind and leading to  useful applications.

The stages o f developm ent should succeed one an o th er in  th e  
order stated b y  C laude B e r n a r d : (i) V erified  fa c ts  (phase o f 
observation); (2) Provision al in terp retation  (phase o f h y p o th e s is ) ; 
(3) Verification (phase o f experim ent d irected  b y  h y p o th e s is ) ; 
(4) Definition (phase of d iscovery  o f law s).

L et us now  ta k e  a  general glance a t  th e  m anner in  w hich  
experim ental m ethod should be a d ap ted  to  p sych o lo g ica l s tu d y  
in which the sub jective  facto r seem s to  p la y  so large a  p art.

W hen m y  attention  w as a ttra cte d  to  “  m etagn o m y w ith  a  
human ob jective,”  I found th is  fu tu re  dep artm en t o f p sych o lo g y  
hardly outlined, for the w ork  done b y  those in terested  in  it  h ad  
chiefly consisted in  verify in g  phenom ena an d  sh ow ing th eii 
genuineness. Som e had obtain ed  m etagnom ic fa c ts  from  som e 
subjects b y  takin g  dow n th eir w ords and com parin g these w ith

I the event. O thers h ad  collected  and com pared fa c ts  w ith  th e  
purpose of inferring th eir genesis. A s  n o  rigorous in vestig a tio n  
had clearly pointed to  a n y  one h yp oth esis, a ll possible su p 
positions had been m ade ; som e going to  th e  extrem e lim its  o f 
fancifulness. I t  m ay  be said, th a t if  th e  accu m u lation  o f fa c ts  
tended to  com pel conviction, th e in gen u ity  show n in  ex p la in in g  
them  did not, for th e m ost p art, keep  p ace  w ith  th e  m ass o f 
m aterial.

Moreover, it  is useless to  w aste  tim e in  con vin cin g  people o f 
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th e re a lity  o f phenom ena w hich  th eir reason does not grasp, 
w hich, m oreover, m ost o f them  h a v e  never witnessed. The 
im p o rtan t th in g  is to  push as fa r  as possible th e stu d y  of meta
gnom ic phenom ena and to  acquire precise and extended knowledge 
o f them  ; it  w ill th en  be easy  to  dem onstrate th eir genesis as far 
as th a t is dem onstrable a t  all.

T o  a tta in  th is ob ject, how ever, observation— th a t first phase 
o f e x a ct know ledge— m ust be understood som ew hat differently 
th an  I h ave, u p  to  the present, found it  to  be.

T h e  inform ing w ords o f a  m etagnom ic su b ject, when the 
fa c u lty  is in action, are th e result o f a  v e r y  com plex psychic 
process. T h is  is the really  in stru ctive  p a rt o f th e stud y, as will 
b e  apparent in th e tw o la tter  p a rts  o f th is  book. A  fact of 
m etagnom y applied to  a  hum an o b jective  passes through three 
successive phases : its  genesis, w hich  is  cry p tic , its  m anifestation 
b y  spoken or w ritten  words, and th e period o f verification and 
check.

T o  fix  on paper the words o f a  su b ject and then to  check how 
far th e y  are w ell founded is easy  enough, b u t has the same 
degree o f va lu e  as if  one were to  ta k e  cognizance o f a  type of 
m otor only b y  verify in g  its  ou tp u t. T h e  va lu ab le  and very 
difficult th ing is to  observe the p arts p la yed  b y  th e  tw o principal 
factors in the period during w hich  th e  phenom enon arises. 
These tw o factors are, the m etagnom ic sensitive and th e human 
ob ject o f m etagnom ic perception.

B o th  these factors deserve th e sam e a tten tio n  and the same 
effort a t  analysis. W ith ou t a  m etagnom ic sub ject there can, of 
course, be no m anifestations o f supernorm al cognition, and 
therefore in the class o f phenom ena to  w hich  I h ave confined 
m yself, the m etagnom ic sub ject seems to  p la y  a  preponderant if 
not a  unique p a r t ; b u t it  m ust also be recognized th a t without 
a  hum an individual as ob jective, connected a fter a  certain 
m anner w ith  the sensitive, there is also no m etagnom ic output. 
T h e percipient isolated from  other hum an beings w ould remain 
in ignorance of his p otential facu lty . E v e r y  m etagnom ic fact 
m ust therefore be studied as a  function  o f th e  percipient who 
seems to  be its  sole originator, as a  function  o f the human 
individ uality  th a t is its  ob ject, and also o f th e  experim enter who 
evokes the m anifestation. T o  lim it oneself to  recording the 
words of the sensitive is to  look o n ly  a t  th e close o f the pheno
menon and to  m ake its  com prehension im possible.

T o  m ake this clearer, I w ill indicate how  a  m etagnom ic obser
vation  should be taken in the follow ing m anner :

A  given  person is placed in presence o f a  m etagnom ic sensitive 
for the purpose o f stud ying th e q u a lity  and processus of super
norm al perception.
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1. The words of the percipient m ust be exactly  recorded.
2. W hat the sensitive knew  relative  to w hat has been said, or 

m ight have know n, previously to  the experim ent, should be 
ascertained.

3. W h at the percipient m ight suppose under the given condi
tions should be taken  account of.

4. T h e thought-content o f th e person observed a t the outset 
of the experim ent and also th a t of the experim enter w ith  reference 
to m etagnom ic inform ation generally, should receive attention.

5. T h e changes in the thoughts of the person (objective) and 
of the experim enter brought about b y  the m etagnom ic inform a
tion derived from  th e sensitive, m ust not be lost sight of.

6. Com parison of the words of the percipient w ith reality.
7. C ritical exam ination (censorship) o f the m etagnom ic infor

m ation rela tive ly  to  actualities and to the m ental content and 
thought-m ovem ents o f the person described and of the experi
menter.

In  dealing w ith  th is entirely  subjective phenomenon, whose 
ob jectiv ity  o n ly  consists in its  relation to facts, it  is of prim ary 
im portance th a t the m ental contents should be recorded as care
fu lly  and thoroughly as the words b y  which the subject expresses 
the m etagnom ic inform ation. A ll the thought-factors during the 
production of thought-phenom ena should be known as com pletely 
as possible.

O bservation lim ited b y  a  plan laid down in advance would 
seem to leave so m uch to  hum an testim ony th at we might well 
despair of bringing the stu d y  of such phenomena within the 
rigid bounds of experim ental m ethod if it  were not feasible to 
m ake them  m ore ob jective b y  causing variations in the m eta
gnom ic product b y  varyin g  its  factors. No one who has not 
conducted such researches can im agine the quantity and pre
cision of the inferences furnished b y  system atic experiment in 
every direction b y  w hich N ature m ay be questioned and, in the 
words of Claude Bernard, be m ade to  speak. T o place the same 
hum an person a t one m oment of his life, or at intervals, in 
presence of a  series of percipients of all k in d s; to give to  one 
percipient a  series of personalities to  delin eate; to  arouse per
ception of an even t in which several persons share, b y  m eta
gnom ic delineation b y  the percipient of the lives of each of th em ; 
and so on, is to  approach the psychological problem of super
norm al cognition from its  m any sides and its numerous applica
tions ; it  is to  throw  light upon the respective parts played by 
the delineators and d elin eated ; and it  is also to  become ac
quainted w ith  the vicissitudes involved in the genesis of super
norm al facu lty  and its errors. Thus we m ay penetrate from the 
apparent and incomprehensible part of metagnomic phenomena
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to  th e  deeper la te n t p a rt th a t contains th e  clu e to  th e enigma, 
search  in to  th e  obscure m ental process, and g et a  glim pse of the 
sources o f hyper-cognition. T h u s it  is possible to  reach the stage 
o f provision al in terp retation  w hich leads to  fru itfu l experiment 
an d  e x a ct know ledge, w ith o u t d elaying o ver th e facile and 
u n p ro d u ctive  accum ulation  of facts  th a t can be evoked at will.

M y purpose in  th is  book is to  cover th e tw o  first phases of 
kn ow ledge in  th e general psychologic s tu d y  of metagnomic 
phenomena with a human objective ; firstly , to  present the prin
c ip a l auth en ticated  facts acquired b y  experim ental investigation, 
an d  secondly, to  establish on scientifically observed d ata  the 
ex p la n a to ry  hypothesis th a t th ey  suggest.
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PART II

THE SEQUENCE OF PHENOMENA IN SUPER
NORMAL COGNITION APPLIED TO A 

HUMAN OBJECTIVE

A  M O N O G R A P H  on the application of the m ethod 
sketched in the preceding pages, ought to be an exact 
report of the stances showing the vicissitudes of every 

^  experim ent. B y  reason of its  bulk such a w ork would 
find no publisher and scarcely an y  readers. I t  is therefore 
necessary to  condense the results o f observation into an artificial 
presentment of some kind. This, if less com plete, has a t least 
the advantage th at th e experim ental results can be placed in a 
logical order w hich brings out their salient points and m akes them 
more intelligible.

In this second part of the book I shall show w hat experim ental 
production of m etagnom y applied to a  hum an objective brings out.

In P art III  I shall draw  the m ain outlines of a psychological 
study on the functioning of th is facu lty  ; and in P art IV , I shall 
endeavour to  elucidate the hidden source whence this faculty
gains its inform ation. ------

A nalysis, on w hatever it  is brought to  bear, breaks up Life and] 
imm obilizes it  in intellectual com partm ents. E verything falls i 
into set schem es, and is petrified w ithin factitious limits. T o  ] 
give a brief b u t sufficient notion of the results of m etagnom y on ] 
a hum an objective, I am  therefore constrained to split up the f 
hum an personality— to  speak of delineation of character, of I 
intellectuality, organic life, re la tiv ity , and so on, when in point/ 
of fact, all these are fused in the com plex whole of a personality 
and in th e inform ation furnished b y  the percipients. B u t there 
is no better m eans of being understood. -  — J

W ith  this purpose of better elucidation, and with that alone,
I shall g ive  such instances as m ay be necessary. I shall choose 
those th at are short b u t distinctive of their kind. Although I 
affirm their absolute correctness, and all are open to examination, 
the reader is not required to  take them  on faith. My desire is to 
m ake him  aware of “  w hat can be obtained from metagnomic 
su b jects."  W hen, in the sequel, he has learned "  how they m ay 
be obtain ed," he w ill no longer need to put faith in the witnesses ; 
his own convictions w ill be established b y  the only satisfactory 
m ethod— personal experim ent and observation.
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C H A P T E R  I

S U P E R N O R M A L  C O G N IT IO N  O F  T H E  O R G A N IC  STATES 
O F  A  H U M A N  P E R S O N A L I T Y

W
H A T  are the lim its w ith in  w hich  m etagnom ic sub
jects  can  ta k e  cognizance o f th e  organic states of a 
hum an bein g? W h at is th e  q u a lity  and nature of 
the inform ation th e y  can g iv e  on th e state  of organs, 

their functional derangem ents, on th e  m eans o f cure, on the 
futu re developm ent of pathological causes and, m ore generally, 
o f  a  hum an b o d y  ?

T o  these questions I shall g ive  tw o  answ ers : one in principle, 
and the other the result o f m y personal experience.

In  principle no lim it can be assigned to  supernorm al percep
tion of the hum an organism  observed. In  th e  first part of this 
book the facts  of internal autoscopy and auto-precognition have 
shown to w hat precision m etagnom ic fa c u lty  can  attain . There 
is no reason to  th ink th at the few  know n fa cts  g iv e  a  notion of 
the whole perceptive cap a city  of cognition. T h e  q u ality  of the 
m etagnom ic results depends on the pow ers o f th e percipients 
em ployed. W h at has already been obtain ed can not prejudice 
w hat m ay be reached in the futu re w ith  other percipients, 
especially w ith  those th a t h ave been trained.

I shall now give  the answ er to  w hich experience has led me, 
prefacing this w ith  som e rem arks on th e p sych ic  instruments 
usually m et w ith  and those th a t h av e  been a t m y disposal.

M etagnom ic subjects, whose m etanorm al facu lties are of the 
kind specialized for hum an cognition, are u su ally  able to  perceive 
hum an personality under all the aspects o f life, b u t th ey  tend to 
take  cognizance of som e of these aspects m ore easily  and readily 
than of others. Som e prefer to  p enetrate into  the moral and 
intellectual side of hum an p e rso n a lity : others seize upon the 
events of a  life  in relation to  other persons : others again show 
particular fa c ility  in diagnosing th e s ta te  o f organic health. It 
is therefore necessary to  tak e  account o f th is  sub-specialization 
in choosing as instrum ents for experim ent those subjects best 
fitted to  the special purpose o f enquiry.

From  the point of view  here taken  there is another factor that 
affects the q u a lity  o f m etagnom ic perception— the technical 
know ledge possessed b y  th e percipient. I t  is w orth  while to
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touch upon th is m atter, for in it  we discover an im portant cause 
of im perfections in  the hum an instrum ents and obtain indications 
of the conditions under w hich th ey  can be rationally used.

B y  th e d etail of psychological analysis to be given in the sequel, 
the reader w ill learn th a t the passage of m etagnom ic information 
from the laten t plane of thought to the plane called “  conscious,”  
is a sort o f welling-up of concrete or sym bolical m ental images, 
frequently h allucinatory, and of some one or other sensorial typ e 
— visual, auditory, tactile, m otor, or verbal. T h is psychological 
processus im pels the laten t intelligence to use the resources stored 
up in the brain as th e only m ethod of com m unicating w hat it 
wishes to  m ake known.

Now, a t the outset of this science, in which each investigator 
is lim ited b y  the cap acity  of his hum an subjects, these subjects 
have not the scientific know ledge and technical terms b y  which 
the subconscious m ight com m unicate exact information to a 
consciousness able to  understand them. T h ey  have not acquired 
visual im ages of h ealth y and m orbid organs, nor of the sym pto
m atic indications of disease, nor of the words that describe them. 
T h e percipients m ust be used as th ey  are found— unfitted for the 
precision we desire.

I here give some instances of the manner in which metagnomic 
subjects w ithout m edical knowledge describe pathological states. 
These w ill m ake more intelligible w hat I shall say  later on of 
the output o f these im perfect subjects and of w hat might be 
expected if th ey  were ration ally  trained.

On J u ly  29th, 1920, I  asked Mme Jeanne M., suffering from one of 
obscure affections of which accurate diagnosis seems impossible, and on 
which every  consultant gives a  different opinion, to write a few lines on 
a  piece of paper. She copied four lines from a  newspaper on a leaf from 
a school exercise book and signed her first name— Jeanne.

Som e hours later, a t  the end of a sitting directed to other researches, 
I p u t this paper into the hands of Mile de Berly, a metagnomic subject 
in the w aking state, on ly saying, “ L ook into the state of this person’s 
h ealth ."

T h e w riting was well formed and gave no graphological information 
which m ight indicate illness or physical or mental depression. Mdlle de 
B erly  was not aw are even of the existence of this patient.

A s soon as her eyes fell on the writing, and she had nervously crumpled 
the paper in her hands, she m ade some slightly convulsive movements, 
and w ithout reflection or stop, w ithout a  word or gesture on m y part, 
she said the following words, which I wrote down as dictated :

“  H ow  feeble this person is . . . everything about her is weak . . . 
w hat weakness. She m ust have fever from time to time, for I am 
th irsty. She falls asleep suddenly, but that does not last . . . she is weak, 
v e ry  w eak . . . w hat a  curious brain, heavy and giddy. . . .  I should 
think her used up w hatever her age m ay be . . . her nervous system is 
exhausted . . .  it  is the blood th at weakens all her organs . . . there 
is illness of the blood, much w ater in the blood.
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*' H er m outh  is d ry , she is v e ry  ill . . .  i t  varies, one th in g  brings on 
another . . .  an illness o f exhaustion  . . . she seem s used up.

"  S h e has been long predisposed to  illness . . . has been incubating 
it  a  lon g tim e . . . her blood is n ot h ea lth y . . . . A n  operation  has 
a lrea d y  been m ade . . . u n h ealth y blood . . . lassitu d e . . .  an  unusual 
w eaken in g of th e blood . . . she m akes starts, has som e recuperative 
pow er, b u t i t  does not last. She seems old . . .  a  used-up w om an. She 
is n ervous som etim es, this m akes her eccentric. . . . She com plains of 
her stom ach, her back, her abdom en. . . .  I  see th a t she has tw o  children 
livin g.

“  T h e  trouble is of long standing . . . her blood is v it ia te d  . , . she 
is v e ry  im pressionable. She som etim es finds it  d ifficu lt to  b low  her nose 
. . . she is nervous . . . th e bow els do n ot a c t  . . . she tends to  be 
in fected  . . . the whole organism  is in a  bad sta te  . . . she is difficult 
to  prescribe for because m an y organs require a tten tion . . . . H er w ater 
is rath er loaded, th ick  and reddish . . . loss o f ph osphates exhausts 
her brain.

“  T here are tim es when she seems ab ou t to  die. . . . H er stom ach is 
w rong . . . the abdom inal organs are so w eak  th a t  th e y  do n ot act 
properly . . .  a ll b y  reason of the blood. She is n ear her end . . . the 
heart w orks w ith difficulty.

“  T h e whole illness com es from  th e h ea rt and  th e  stom ach, from 
digestion, and above all from  im pure blood.

“  She should h ave ligh t m assage o f th e  abdom en . . . strengthen 
her . . . som e depuratives . . . som ething to  stren gth en  and purify  
. . . refreshing drinks . . . disinfect her. . . . N o  poisons, th e y  in toxi
cate her, she is liable to  intoxication . I t  is an organism  hard  to  prescribe 
for, so m any organs are defective.

“  A v o id  tasking the kidneys, w hich are n o t stron g. A lim en tation  is 
v e ry  necessary . . . she gets poisoned b y  trifles . . . she needs continual 
care . . .  a  long chair in  th e open air.

“  G reat weakness o f th e heart, th e nerves and th e  b lood  . . . ton e up 
th e heart gradually, th a t w ill lead to  b ette r  fu n ctio n in g o f th e  kidneys 
and other organs . . . tone u p  th e nerves and g iv e  th e  phosphates th at 
are lost . . . tone up th e blood.

“  She m a y be relieved, b u t n ot cured.
“  Y o u  can strengthen her . . . her life  m a y  b e prolonged, b u t death 

w ill be prem ature in a n y  case.
“  Independently of her present illness she is in cu b atin g  another. T he 

existin g illness m ust first be treated, then  look for th e  oth er.
“  In  th e fu tu re an operation w ill be suggested. . . .  I  w onder will 

she have cancer. . . .  I see her liv in g  for som e yea rs still, b u t she is 
menaced b y  a  cancerous affection  . . . th e  blood is predisposed to  cancer 
as w ell as to  tuberculosis. Y o u  m a y  prolong life, b u t she is menaced 
b y  prem ature d eath .”
Censorship. What M ile de B .------ could have known before the stance.

N othing, absolutely  nothing. She had no indication  b eyon d  m y  request, 
L ook into th e health  o f the person w ho w rote these lines, and four lines 
of w riting w hich w ould co n vey  no intim ation  o f illness to  a  graphologist.

The content o f my own thought at the beginning o f the stance on the meta-
gnomic indications.
M m e M. was a  wom an of abou t fifty , in  d elicate  h ealth  for m an y years.
F rom  1919  there had been still fu rth er w eaken in g. M a n y  sym ptom s 

concurred to  indicate neurasthenia— n otable loss o f ap p etite , v e ry  
difficult digestion, sensation of cerebral em ptiness, general exhaustion,
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necessitating long rest on a  couch, card iac a tta ck s  com ing on suddenly, 
occasional im provem ents, anaemia, sligh t em aciation, th e  p a tien t being 
constitutionally thin.

The cause o f th e organic d isturbance w as n ever sa tisfa cto rily  deter
mined. T h e various con su ltan ts w ho saw  th e wom an considered the 
case one of neuropathic d igestive  trouble. N o  treatm en t succeeded in 
bettering the case. S tron g tonics, strych n in e especially, increased th e 
functional disorders, som etim es v io le n tly . A ll su itab le exam inations 
were m ade w ith o u t revealin g  th e cause. E v e ry th in g  th a t could reason
ably be supposed applicab le to  th e  disease had been tried in vain .

F or m y ow n p a rt 1 th o u g h t it  one o f those unclassified affections o f 
the nervous system  restrictin g  th e  o u tp u t o f n ervous energy, due to 
im poverishm ent o f th e blood b y  reason of fa ilure in the tissues generating 
red corp u scles; and 1 hoped th a t sooner or later som e happier rem edial 
measures or n atu ral ten d en cy  to  n orm ality  m igh t restore M me M. to  her 
previous delicate health . N o  reason for fa ta l prognosis existed, and no 
doctor had m ade a n y  such.

I knew, how ever, th a t m ore th an  tw e n ty  years previously  she had had 
a  surgical operation for uterin e prolapsus.
Comparison o f the words o f the subject with the actuality.

M ile de B .------ sta ted  e x a c t ly  th e sym ptom s of the disease, according
to the nature o f her know ledge, expressing them  in ordinary language.

G iven this sim p licity  in delineation  it  is to  be rem arked th a t th e subject 
was able in a few  m inutes, and under th e conditions stated, to  sum  up 
a  ve ry  d ifficult pathological case w hich I m ention because of its  obscurity. 
W hatever m a y h a ve  been th e  source whence th e sub ject drew her 
unconscious inform ation— w hether from  th e thought o f the distant 
patient, from  m y th o u gh ts or from  elsewhere, th e fa ct is a  fine instance 
o f m etanorm al fa cu lty .

B u t there is one p a rt o f th e  m etagnom ic inform ation w hich has no 
reference to  w h a t I a lrea d y  knew , and d iverged from  m y opinion. T his 
is the precognition of th e  issue. T h e  sequel w as as fo llo w s: i t  should 
be com pared w ith  th e  w ords o f th e s u b je c t :

"  F rom  J u ly  29th, 1920, th e d a y  o f the stance, to  June, 1921, Mme M .'s 
illness rem ained m uch th e sam e, w ith  a lternating im provem ents and 
relapses, b u t on th e w hole n either b etter nor worse.

" O n  June 14th, 1921, ob stin ate constipation, accom panied b y  local pain, 
led m e to  ask  for a  consultation  w ith  Surgeon T . H is diagnosis was—  
N europathic state , and m uch anaemia due to  innutrition. H is advice 
was to  increase th e  n utrition  fearlessly.

" T o  h a ve  her under b ette r  observation  he had her brought to  his 
hospital. R adiogram s o n ly  showed prolapse o f the stom ach and adhesion 
along th e principal cu rv e  to  the le ft  iliac fossa. In  view  of the long 
duration of th e case and th e  possibility  o f finding and rem edying the 
cause, he proposed an operation. M m e M. refused and returned home.

"  F rom  th e first d a ys o f A u g u st the constipation becam e so severe and 
caused so m uch pain  th a t  the fa m ily  decided to  accept surgical aid, 
w hich alone held o u t hopes o f avoiding the danger from prolonged arrest 
o f nutrition.

"  D r. T . operated  A u g u st 19th, w ithout m uch hope, the weakness of the 
p atien t rendering the operation risky. T here was found :

“  T ran sverse colon prolapsed and adherent in its median part to  the 
parietal peritoneum  a t  th e  level o f th e pubis, duodenum thickened and 
nodulous to  th e tou ch. Som e m esenteric ganglions som ewhat enlarged.

"  D r. T . (like M ile de B . a  year previously) said, ‘ I  wonder if  there is 
cancerous infiltration  from  the duodenum ? '
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" T o  g iv e  th e  p a tien t a  b ette r  chan ce and to  shorten  th e  operation, he 
m ade a  second opening to  th e jeju n u m  from  th e  stom ach. T h e  whole 
abdom en w as explored w ith o u t an yth in g m ore being discovered.

" T h e  im m ediate sequel w as unhoped for. O n A u g u st 20th and 21st, 
M m e M. w as better, b u t during th e 22nd there w as collapse and she died 
in  a  few  h o u rs."

I w ill now  g ive  a  brief and sim ple instance o f supernorm al 
perception of disease unperceived b y  a n y  of th e persons interested.

In  Septem ber, 1920, M m e de D ., a  you n g w ar-w idow , cam e for the 
first tim e to  M ile de B erly , who had n ever seen her and did n ot know 
her even b y  nam e. T h e  la tter proceeded in  her usual w a y  to  g ive a 
delineation of the life, spoke of M me de D .’s recen t loss and happened 
to  say, "  W h a t a  charm ing child you  h a v e ! I  see b y  y o u  a  little  boy 
abou t eight years old . . . (physical and m oral description  here followed) 
. . . his health seems good and you  h a ve  had no a n x ie ty  on this score 
. . . but, believe m e ; h ave th e ch ild ’s blood exam ined  and p u t him 
under m edical care . . .  his blood is affected  and  g rea t troub le m ight 
arise in the fu tu re ."

Mme de D . took  her child to  D r. N ., askin g him  to  exam ine th e blood. 
A  v e ry  positive B ordet-W asserm an reaction  w as found. T h ere was 
nothing to  lead the m other to  apprehend a  syp h ilitic  ta in t. I t  was a 
painful surprise to  her.

A nother instance o f m etagnom ic diagnosis. I  beg to  be 
excused for quoting i t ; I  do so because its  b re v ity  and nature 
shows the m anner in w hich certain  m etagnom ic su b jects  perceive 
organic life  in those present.

M. L ouis M., v e ry  curious on m etanorm al p sych o lo g y  and a  good 
observer, w as w ith  M ile de B ., com p letely  absorbed b y  th e revelations 
m ade and the need of rapid w riting so as n ot to  lose a n y  o f her words.

W hile continuing to  speak, M ile de B ., un perceived b y  M r. M ., touched 
the bell. A  servan t cam e, and w as t o ld ,"  Therese, show  M r. M. the 
W .C ."

Mr. M. looked up m uch astonished, b u t w as q u ic k ly  aw are o f his need. 
H e laughed and obeyed, and returned relieved.

Mile de B .------ had felt, as if  th e case w ere her ow n, w h a t Mr. M.,
absorbed in w h at he was doing, w as n ot y e t  conscious o f. I t  w ill be seen 
in later chapters th a t m etagnom ic su b jects o ften  ta k e  cognizance of 
pathological states b y  coenesthetic m en tal im ages. I

I w ill now  g ive  tw o  exam ples o f m etagnom ic prognosis, one of 
cure and one of death, neither being exp ected  b y  th e  fam ily  nor 
b y  the doctors.

1. In  A ugust, 1920, I  received  an u rgen t c a ll to  v is it  M m e A.-C., 
som ew hat tired during th e preceding d a y s  and  su d d en ly  prostrated. 
I  found this wom an, aged a b o u t th irty-e ig h t, in a  s ta te  o f collapse, 
pulse 120, tem perature 36°, ten den cy to  syncope, un ab le to  raise her 
head from th e pillow. T h e  p a tien t could h a rd ly  speak, and th e fam ily 
could g ive  no useful inform ation. M ethodical exam in ation  of the body 
disclosed nothing abnorm al. S tron g ton ics im proved th e patien t's 
condition.
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On the follow ing d a y  the im provem en t continued.
N ext day, A u gu st 17th , a b o u t 5 p .m ., an oth er urgen t call, th e  p a tien t 

much worse, her fa m ily  fearin g im m ediate d ea th . I  found her pulseless, 
soft, quick cardiac sounds, s ta te  n ear to  syncope, p a tien t unable to  speak 
or even to  m ake a  gesture. A n o th e r exam ination , m ade w hen she w as 
better, revealed nothing on th e  cau se o f th e h ea rt failure.

On the 1 8th M m e A .-C . w as b etter, th o u gh  fatigued. I  g o t her to  
write a few  lines, inten din g to  su b m it them  to  M dlle de B erly . I asked 
the fam ily to  take th e p a tie n t’s tem peratu re as n early  as possible ev ery  
hour till m y n ext v isit.

The sam e evening, a b o u t 9 p .m ., a fte r  a  stan ce, I  placed th e paper in 
the hands o f M ile de B ., askin g her to  te ll m e briefly  w h atever m ight 
come to  her on the sta te  o f h ealth  o f th e w riter.

She looked a t  the w riting, crum pled th e  paper, held it  to  her forehead 
a moment and said :

“  H ow feeble she is . . . d ea d ly  w eak  . . .  a  frail b o d y  th a t does 
not react against her illness . . . th e  w hole nervous system  relaxed, 
especially the heart. . . . T h e  b o d y  is infected, there is inw ard fever. . . . 
Y o u  will soon know  w h a t is th e  m a tter  . . . th e y  w ill th in k  her abou t 
to  die . . . b u t yo u  w ill d iscover th e  cause o f th e troub le and w ill cure 
her q u ic k ly ."

On the m orning o f th e  19th  A u g u st I  w en t to  see her. U n der the 
influence of tonics her general s ta te  had becom e good. T em perature 
had rem ained norm al since th e  previous d a y . A  fresh exam ination  
disclosed nothing b u t a  rath er m ore extended  area o f dull sound over th e 
spleen. 1 le ft th e p a tien t and th e fa m ily  reassured.

B u t on the sam e d a y, a t  6 p .m ., in  response to  a  v e ry  urgent call, I 
found her worse than  ever— pulse im perceptible, profuse sw eat, in alm ost 
a dying state . I  to o k  h a sty  resto ra tive  m easures, and m ade inquiries 
as to  their observation s o f th e  tem perature. A t  noon 36-6°, a t  1 p.m . 
40*5°, then v a ry in g  round a b o u t 40° up to  5 p .m ., and collapse soon 
after.

A ll becam e clear. C lose in q u iry  revealed  th e  origin o f th e previous 
crises. T h e  case w as one of tertian  m alaria  ending b y  a  sharp fall of 
tem perature b rin ging on h eart-failure in a  p atien t predisposed to  this. 
A ppropriate trea tm en t w as im m ediately  begun and no further crisis 
supervened. D u rin g th e  follow ing d a ys th e spleen was m uch enlarged 
and painful. M m e A .-C . had n ever had m alarial a tta ck s and lived  in a 
place where such w ere unknow n before th e war.

Now, a fter tw o  years, her condition is q u ite  s a tis fa c to ry ; prolonged 
treatm en t has p ro b ab ly  g o t rid o f th e m alarial ta in t.

2. In  A u gu st, 1913, M m e C ., aged abou t thirty-five, and livin g in 
the country, had severe hep atic  colic. On com ing to  P aris soon after 
she had herself exam ined b y  D r. T.,- a  hospital surgeon, who called 
in D r. G . T hese tw o em inent practitioners verified a  gall-bladder 
enlarged b y  gall-stones, and considered an operation for their extraction 
necessary.

D r. G . advised  M me C. to  go b ack  to  the country, to  ride, and even 
to  hunt, intending to  operate a fter th e holidays, the case not being 
pressing. O n th e  eve  o f a  hunting p a rty , Septem ber 8th, 1913, the 
severe pain in th e region of the liver returned. I was called in, and found, 
below  th e  liver, on a  line w ith  the gall-bladder, a swelling of the size of 
a  sm all pear, c learly  defined and painful to  the touch. N o other abdom inal 
sym ptom s, no peritonitis. Tem perature 39-2°. pulse 80.

K n ow in g th a t an  operation had been decided on and thinking th a t 
this recrudescence m igh t m ake it  desirable to  advance the date, I  advised
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th a t  th e p a tien t should return  to  P aris as soon as th e pain dim inished. 
T h is  w as done the sam e d ay.

D rs. T . and G. exam ined her on her arriva l. T h e y  w ere agreed in 
th in kin g th a t  there w as b iliary  cystitis  provoked  b y  th e calcu li under 
th e  actio n  of p h ysica l exercise. T h e y  decided th a t  she should rem ain 
in P aris, b u t th a t there was no occasion to  a d van ce th e d a te  o f operation 
fixed  for Septem ber 23rd. T h e case seem ed benignan t, and D r. G. 
w ould  n ot be resum ing his surgical practice till a b o u t th a t  d a te . D uring 
th e  ensuing d a ys M me C. grew  better. T h e  doctors, th e  fam ily , and 
th e  p atien t herself were optim istic. T h e  resection of th e gall-bladder 
w as an  easy  task  for so experienced a  surgeon as D r. G .

M m e C .’s husband, unanxious abou t the issue, and d eep ly  interested 
in m y  researches on supernorm al cognition, asked m e to  nam e a subject 
w hom  he m ight v is it to  obtain  personal evidence. I dissuaded him 
from  th e attem p t, seeing no scientific end in view , and th in kin g th a t he 
m igh t hear painful anticipations, false or t r u e ; b u t on his insistence 
I  g a v e  him  the addresses o f some v e ry  good professional subjects. On 
Septem ber 19th he visited  Mme F ra y a , and asked her to  speak of his 
life, w ith ou t pu ttin g to  her a n y  precise question. A m o n g oth er things, 
she said, “  I feel you are in a n xiety , concerning th e illness o f som e one 
dear to  you— you r w ife. . . . She is to  undergo an operation  soon. . . . 
I  fear th a t things w ill n ot go as w ell as exp ected . T h ere  w ill be an 
unfortunate surprise. . . . D a y s  of grea t sorrow  are approaching . . . 
yo u  w ill not keep your w ife long . . . e tc ."

From  the 19th to  the 23rd a ll w en t w ell. T h e  op eration  to o k  place 
on th a t d a y  and there was indeed a  painfu l surprise. In stead  of the 
gall-stones the gall-bladder and vessels w ere fu ll o f pus and th e whole 
outlook was different.

O n N ovem ber 13th  I w as present a t  her death . She succum bed, w ith 
great serenity o f mind, to  failure o f the liver and kidn eys, due to  infection 
from the b iliary ducts.

These few  exam ples g ive  b u t a  vagu e notion  of w h a t super
norm al cognition applied to  organic life do a ctu a lly  produce and 
m ight produce. In  a  single chapter o f a  b ook it  is  im possible to 
g ive  a  system atized view , one is lim ited to  a  few  sp ecial instances.

M etagnom ic diagnosis is not separable from  th e m edical know
ledge possessed b y  the subjects. T h is  p sych ologica l fa c t m ust 
again be em phasized. S u bjects m edically  untrain ed are devoid of 
special know ledge and can use o n ly  th e  current phraseology. 
T heir m etagnom ic perceptions outrange th e  scale of th eir language 
and their pow er o f expression. T h is  furnishes a general explana
tion of th e m anner in w hich th e y  b eh ave  w hen a p p lyin g  their 
facu lty  to  m edical purposes.

Som etim es th e y  nam e the trouble. T h e y  h a v e  o ften  spoken to  
m e of appendicitis, cancer, diabetes, p regn an cy, m eningitis, 
rehum atism , etc., in the course o f experim ents in  w hich  I som e
tim es knew  the ailm ent, but m ore o ften  d id  not.

T h is  strange fa cu lty  is even  cap ab le  o f d iagnosing far ahead 
of the appearance o f disease. T h u s, in  th e  w in ter o f 19 14 , Mme 
F ra y a  predicted to  D r. N . V aschide, jo in t-d irector o f th e  labora
to ry  of pathological psych ology, th a t he w ould  die o f pneum onia



in his th irty-th ird  year. H e w as then th irty  years old. On the 
13th O ctober, 1907, th e prediction w as fulfilled. Such precision 
is far from being the rule. T h e  experim enter often observes fruit
less efforts o f th e  double psych ic  function— the latent and the 
conscious— to  understand and to  be understood.

Thought on th e conscious plane endeavours to  reach the mean
ing of defective  m ental im ages— inexact because usually sym 
bolical— and th e indications given  do not alw ays result in useful 
inform ation.

E xcep t for errors w hose causes w ill be studied later, in most 
of these experim ental cases th e function of the m etagnom ic 
percipient, untrained in science, m ay be com pared to th at of the 
sportsm an’s dog. T h e  percipient brings the physician to  the 
disease, as the dog brings his m aster to  the game. I t  is for the 
physician to  know  th e psych ic  instrum ent he is using sufficiently 
well to  judge o f th e q u a lity  o f indications given, to  understand 
them and m ake h is deductions. T h u s understood, metagnomic 
subjects m ay som etim es be o f v e ry  great assistance.

A m ong th e  ailm ents in w hich such assistance is m ost valuable 
I would nam e psycho-neuroses.

In  th e chaos o f organic and m ental disturbance of neuropathic 
patients, it  is often difficult to  perceive the causes which originate 
or m aintain th e general depression, and a m etagnom ic subject, 
skilfu lly used, can  o ften  reveal this. I f  the indications given are 
not a lw ays q u ite  clear, because w ords and technical knowledge 
are alike w anting, th e y  are often  sufficiently impressive to  enable 
the preponderant pathogen etic cause to  be discerned among the 
sym ptom s th a t com plicate or m ask it.

F ixed  ideas, th e  la ten t parasites of thought, which disturb 
m entality, unbalance it , and fill it  w ith  evil impulses, phobias, 
and apprehensions, can  be revealed  b y  th is means, and can be 
brought w ith in  th e  field o f consciousness in which normal reason 
can disperse th e  in jurious action  th e y  h ave while in their occult 
condition. O ne or tw o  stan ces w ith  a  m etagnom ic subject m ay 
reveal w h at is rare ly  gained b y  hypnotism , and m uch less often 
than h as been claim ed b y  th e  untrustw orthy and somewhat 
ridiculous artifice o f psycho-analysis.

T h is  m ode of in vestigation  also leads a t tim es to the revelation 
of th e circum stances th a t b rough t about the toxic  emotions w ith 
w hich th e depression or m ental u pset is connected ; circum stances 
th a t th e p atien t does n o t avow , w hether because he does not 
connect it  w ith  h is troubles and is unw illing to m ake useless 
confidences, or for other reasons.

A  furth er field of usefulness is opened b y  the power of m eta
gnom ic su b jects  to  cognize character, and to  m ake in a  few 
m inutes an an alysis  far m ore com plete th an  the best psychologist
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co u ld  do a fte r  long hours o f s tu d y  and m in ute conversations. 
B y  revealin g  th e  m ental reactions o f a  sensation, th e  subject can 
o ften  furnish  b o th  th e explanation  of th e  w a n t o f m oral adap ta
tio n  to  circum stances, and indicate th e  m ethod b y  w hich  calm 
a n d  h arm o n y m ay  be restored to  th e u n b alan ced  m ind.

F ro m  such considerations i t  w ill ap pear th a t  th e  m etagnom ic 
su b ject is  a  far m ore useful a u x ilia ry  in  th e  trea tm en t o f psycho
neurosis th an  in  other ailm ents. T h e  revelatio n  of th e in itiatory 
cause, u su ally  psychic, and th e profound a n alysis  o f character 
are d a ta  w hich, judiciously  used, econom ize tim e, avo id  errors 
in  research or interpretation, and m a y  lead  to  th e  cure o f neuro
p ath ic  states whose obstin acy distresses th e  p a tien t and fam ily, 
an d  w earies the physician.

T h e  m edical va lu e of supernorm al cogn ition  is less for other 
kin d s of disease, the technical ignorance o f th e su b ject being an 
insuperable bar. From  th e best o f th em  o n ly  an indication of 
th e general trend th a t treatm en t should ta k e  can  be expected.

W here the m etagnom ic sub ject excels is in  prognosis. Scien
tific words and know ledge are no longer requ ired  w hen the ulti
m ate issue is indicated ; ordinary lan gu age suffices. I t  is under
standable th at it  should be as easy  for th e  su b je ct to  anticipate 
the issue of an organic derangem ent as th a t  o f som e external 
even t in a life. A n d  here, as in  th e case o f auto-presentim ents, 
the even t m ost read ily  perceived  b y  th e  su b jects  is death. A  
fa ta l issue is the easiest o f precognition an d  one on w hich they 
m ake few est errors, a lw ays excep tin g  dates, in  w hich  errors are 
frequent.

These conclusions are va lid  for su b jects  u n train ed  in  medical 
knowledge. T h e q u a lity  and e x ten t o f th e  possible usefulness of 
supernorm al fa cu lty  m ust not be p reju diced  b y  existin g  con
ditions, for these are not such as th e y  ou gh t to  be. T h e  really 
favourable conditions w hich w ould produce th e  b est o u tp ut (and, 
doubtless, unexpected results) w ould b e th a t  a  ph ysician  well 
acquainted w ith  m etagnom ic processes should h a v e  a t  his disposal 
subjects chosen and sp ecially  train ed  for th e  p a rt th e y  have to 
p lay .

W hen, how ever, th e purpose is  to  v e r ify  th e  re a lity  and the 
m odes o f m etagnom y applied to  perception  of organic conditions, 
the percipient is p u t in  relations w ith  a  p a th o lo g ica l case entirely 
unknown to  the experim enter, so as to  elim inate thought- 
transference. In  th is sim ple case a  g iv en  p ercip ient is placed in 
relations w ith  a g iven  p atien t to  ascertain  w h a t can  be revealed 
b y  the percipient.

B u t th is m ethod, satis facto ry  in  a  certa in  s ta ge  o f psychological 
stud y, does not b y  a n y  m eans furnish th e  b est obtain able. The 
m ost fu ll and precise m etagnom ic in form ation  is obtained when
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the subject w orks first in  relation w ith  the patient and then with 
the physician w ho h as previously  exam ined the patient w ith all 
the means a t his disposal.

I am  fu lly  aw are th a t th is assertion, based on the sum of m y 
researches, w ill n o t be fu lly  intelligible to  the reader a t the 
present stage. A fte r  reading the whole book it  w ill be more 
comprehensible. L ate r  on I hope to  m ake a complete and exact 
statem ent of th e m ethod of using m etagnom ic subjects for the 
healing art.
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C H A P T E R  II

S U P E R N O R M A L  C O G N IT IO N  O F  E M O T IO N A L  A N D  
IN T E L L E C T U A L  S T A T E S  O F  A  H U M A N  

P E R S O N A L I T Y

M
A N  is b o m  w ith  stro n gly  in divid ualized  psychic 
p otentialities th a t determ ine h is reactions to  external 
things. A t  w h atever in stan t h is life  m ay be con
sidered, th a t m om ent represents a  p oint in  the develop

m ent of his em otional and in tellectu al p o te n tia lity  under the 
influence of circum stances th a t dim inish and d ev iate , or amplify 
and develop constitutional tendencies.

W hether or n ot th e person contem p lated  be in  a  quiet back
w ater o f life, his psych ic tem peram ent is a lw a ys  extrem ely 
com plex. T h e  environm ent b y  its  innum erable succession of forms 
brings about an uninterrupted sequence o f reaction s th a t make 
m en tality  a t  each successive im pression a  litt le  different from 
w hat it  w as before.

A ccording to  the m asterly  dem onstrations o f H en ry Bergson 
m an is a  psych ic being developing from  b irth  to  d eath  to the 
rh yth m  of w orld-evolution. H e is n o t to -d a y  w h a t he w as yester
d a y  or w h at he w ill be to-m orrow. H is em otional and intellectual 
stages cannot be foreseen b y  reason.

T h is  incessant transform ation  o f th e con stitu tion al psychic 
basis in  response to  extern al influences renders psychological 
analysis of a  hum an being difficult if  n o t im possible if w e aim at 
som ething m ore th an  a  superficial ap preciation  o f m om entary 
psychic states. T h e  in trosp ective  d a ta  g iven  b y  th e person 
studied depend on his clear-sightedness, h is im p artia lity , his 
frankness. T h ese qualities are seldom  v e r y  prom inent, th ey  are 
severally  rare and still m ore rare ly  u n ited  in  one person. On the 
other hand, scru tin y b y  another dem ands m uch tim e and favour
able conditions if  it  is to  be in stru ctive , and in a n y  case m ust be 
incom plete. U nder th e  la tte r  condition  a n alysis  can  only deal 
w ith  th e external life  o f th e person observed— his a cts  and words. 
From  these obvious reactions w e infer h is inner m otives, his
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psychical tendencies, his in tellectu ality  and his character. B u t 
to reach this end he m ust be studied throughout a  considerable 
part of his life. A  m an cannot be known in a short time. H aving 
witnessed some of his reactions, we generalize on his behaviour 
and th ink w e hold th e k e y  to  his m entality. N ew  circumstances 
arise and produce unexpected  reactions * we are surprised and 
find we do n ot understand him. T h e  personality we thought we 
knew and on w hom  our judgm ent w as formed, was that of a 
special m om ent and due to  special circumstances. Another 
moment and other circum stances have modified it.

The changes th a t h av e  taken place in the estimates formed of 
historical personages, im m obilised as th ey are in the past, illustrates 
the difficulties of p sychological analysis. Especially at the present 
time we see th e  verd ict of em inent historians and of contem
poraries fav o u ra b ly  p laced to  form  opinions, reversed on men 
whose n otoriety  should h ave  m ade them  easier to know than 
most men. T h is  collapse o f estim ates once thought to be final, 
comes about because th e y  th ink them selves more able to re
construct the m en ta lity  of a  statesm an or other public man from 
his letters, m em oirs, and suchlike d a t a b u t  these vestiges do not 
necessarily reflect psychological actualities, but rather momentary 
aspects and a ttitu d e s  o f m ind deliberately assumed.

W e know  litt le  o f th e dead, and still less of the living who are 
constantly adap tin g  them selves to  the events of life. W e know 
our own selves b u t little , and especially others are little under
stood. Such and such a  m an seems w orthy of honour or contempt 
according as our v iew  of him  is distant or intim ate. A cts and words 
are ve ry  fallacious bases for an estim ate, we imagine their psychic 
m otives w ith o u t d irectly  perceiving those motives, whence much 
error arises.

B u t th is cognition of character which is so difficult for the 
cautious and inform ed psychologist, is easy to some metagnomic 
subjects. T h eir supernorm al inform ation comes from a plane 
which is other th an  th a t of appearances. Their supernormal 
cognitions arise from  a  sense w hich pierces down to the intim ate 
constitution of a  hum an personality in the whole course of its 
grow th. I t  is  im m ediate, w ithou t any other conscious effort 
than the w ill to  see.

T h is fa c ility  in  perceiving the life of the mind caused £m ile 
B oirac to  s a y :

“  Certain sub jects are able to  disentangle all the potentialities 
— laten t, em otional, in tellectu al and active— which go to make 
up the 4 ch aracter ' o f a  person when, w ithout previous data, and 
w ithout a n y  apparent reflection, th e y  m ake in a  few minutes an 
analysis of th a t person’s character far more complete and exact 
than an y  professional psychologist w ith  all the resources of science
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at h is com m and and w ith  m inute inform ation a t h is disposal could 
p o ssib ly  m ak e.”  (Avenir des Sciences psychiques, p. 198.)

I w ill now  g iv e  som e instances of diverse kinds and values.

E x .  1 . A n  episode in the moral life of a child, dimly perceived by 
a subject during delineation of the life o f its mother.

Conditions o f  the experiment.
M m e M------ , a  Sw edish lad y, cam e to  liv e  in P aris  in  1921. L iv in g alone

for th e  tim e, she w en t on Jan u ary 14th, 1922, to  M m e F r a y a  for a meta
gn om ic delineation  of her life. M me F ra y a  did n o t know  her, and no words 
w ere exchanged  b u t those of ordinary courtesy.

A ccord in g to  her custom , M me F . too k  th e hands o f M me M------ , and,
sp eakin g of the tim e then present, said, “  T h ere is a  w om an in your life 
w hom  you  lo ve  deeply, she lives far a w a y  (here an  e x a c t description)
. . . she is near you r child . . . yes, a  charm ing child , intelligent, quiet, 
and  v e ry  fond of p lay-actin g. She is n ot w ith  yo u  ; y o u  h a ve  le ft her with 
y o u r  friend. . . . W ell, believe me, yo u  m ust n o t lea ve  her there, she 
o u g h t n o t to  be p layin g w ith  other children, i t  is b ette r  th a t she should 
n o t p la y  w ith  others. H ow  m uch I wish th a t you  w ould  ta k e  her away 
as soon as possible. She w ill soon com e b ack  to  y o u  in a n y  case. This 
separation w ill soon cease— a v e ry  good th in g .”

M m e F ra y a  could n ot sa y  w h at kind of d an ger th e child  was incurring.

Censorship.
M me M------ had in fa ct le ft her little  girl, aged ten, a t  Brussels, with

a  dear friend w ho looked after her like a  m other. She knew  the child 
to  be as w ell cared for as if w ith  herself. M m e F r a y a ’s w ords suggested 
an illness or an accident a t the school th e child  w as atten ding. Much 
impressed b y  the s6ance, excellen t in a ll m atters th a t  she could verify, 
she w rote to  her friend to  ta k e  ev ery  possible precaution . T h e  answer 
she received quieted her fears.

N early  three m onths w ent b y. T h e  a n x ie ty  w as forgotten , when on
A p ril 13th  M me M------  received a  le tter  from  her friend a t  Brussels,
asking her to  com e. Som e d a ys a fter  the m other learned th a t the child 
had m ade to the housem aid som e n aive confidences w hich showed sexual 
know ledge rea lly  abnorm al, obtained from  one of her school companions.
T h e child 's m orals were so affected th a t  M m e M------ found it  necessary
to  rem ove her child.

E x . 2. Monition of the evolution of a child's character. Meta
gnomic cognition of a latent tendency.

Circumstances and conditions.
In  March, 1919, there w as placed in th e  hands o f M m e Morel, hypno

tized, the v isitin g  card of M. £ m ile  D ------ ; in order to  obtain a
delineation of his life a t  the tim e. T h e  su b ject d id  n o t know  M. D  ■■ ; 
the experim enter w as his friend and fam iliar w ith  his surroundings.

Speaking of his fa th er's life, M m e M ., passed o f her ow n accord to his 
fam ily, and said :

*' T here is a  wom an in his surroundings, she scarcely  exists, so to  say, 
she is so insignificant th a t she does n either good nor harm — brainless. 
I  see a  little  girl, the eldest o f the children, w hom  her fa th er loves much 
more than the others. H ow  m istaken he is 1 H e does n o t know  her . . . 
the child is ill-disposed . . . v io len t and passion ate, shaking and striking
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her brothers and sisters. She is full of spite. Oh, what a  wicked child I 
N o one m ust excel her in anythin g, she w ants alw ays to be first. She is 
very  haughty. B u t  destin y w alks in strange paths and cannot be 
avoided . .

Censorship.
T he child of whom  the su b ject was speaking, whom we will call Denise, 

was the eldest o f three, and ten years old. H er parents, who were wealthy, 
accustom ed her to  a  personal lu xu ry  such as it  is unusual to allow to 
children. B u t  D enise was a  m ost a ttractive  little  being, gentle, amiable, 
w ithout a n y  arrogance, v e ry  sym pathetic, and charming b y  her grace 
of manner.

T he experim enter considered th a t the subject had not seen aright.
W h a t seem ed false a t  ten, becam e true a t thirteen. Mme Morel had 

taken cognizance o f a  laten t tendency which came out a t one of the 
periods th a t transform  personality— a t  puberty.

T he first D enise, whose appearance was still maintained before her 
parents and a d u lt friends, w as succeeded by another Denise a t the end 
of 1921, w ho w as characterized  b y  outrageous and increasing egoism. 
There appeared a  personality  infatuated  w ith herself, discontented with 
her childish surroundings, m eanly spiteful, despotic, imposing her will 
on all her com panions, and jealous of all around h e r ; for instance, hiding 
books, exercise-books, and m usic belonging to  her sister, in order that 
she herself m igh t excel . . .  a  plague of a child, with a  perverted 
character, as y e t  unperceived b y  her parents, which they made no attem pt 
to correct b y  su itab le m ental training.

O n ly  for purposes of com parison w ith  Mme Morel’s presage (for it  is 
a  prem onition w hich o n ly  th e  future can verify), it is psychologically 
interesting to  repo rt here an accidental vision of Mme de B erly which 
cam e a  few  d a ys since w hen the nam e of Denise (whom she did not know) 
was m entioned in her presence :
• She exclaim ed— "  W h a t a  h au gh ty  child ! How vain she is of her 

w ealth of her p rettily  dressed hair ! W h a t airs she gives h erself! Fortune’s 
wheel turns. O ne d a y  she w ill be glad if anyone will give her a mantle. 
H er m arriage w ill brin g her to  m isery. She w ill have a dreadful life 1V

E x . 3. Metagnomic delineation of latent intellectual tendency in 
a child.

In A p ril, 1919, M m e H 61dne C------ w as w ith Mme Morel, who, speaking
of her life, said  to  her : "  B y  you  I see one of your children, a little girl 
who looks older than  she is. T h is  child is m usical and will have a brilliant 
m usical career. H er ta len t w ill develop m arvellously ; you will be 
astonished a t  it . She w ill pass an exam ination. I  see her received into 
a  great house, a  special school. L a te r  on she will play in public.”

T h is little  g irl w as then e igh t years old. H er parents were well-to-do, 
and were educating her like  m ost children of her social class, giving her 
general instruction  and h avin g her tau gh t music (piano). The child 
showed b u t m oderate ta ste  for it  and no special aptitude.

T h is continued till  F eb ru ary, 1922. On a  change of teacher, the 
laten t fa cu lty , aided no d ou b t b y  better instruction, and also having 
m atured, cam e o u t so stro n gly  th a t the child in a  few months made such 
unusual progress as to  cause astonishm ent, and was considered so excep
tional th a t, on th e a d vice  o f the professor, her parents, despite their 
fortune, did n ot hesitate  to  p lace her in the Conservatoire, for which she 
is preparing b rillian tly.
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E x . 4. Another instance.
O n  F eb ru ary  15th, 1909, I b rought to  M m e A u ro u x  a  metagnomic

su b ject in the w akin g state, a little  b o y  o f four, A lfred  B ------ , the son
of m y  friend, D r. B — — . Mme A u rou x g a v e  a  v e ry  good description of 
th e ch ild ’s character. She did n ot know  eith er th e  b o y  or his parents, 
and described the direction his mind w ould take, as follow s :

"  T h is  child w ill have v e ry  m arked m ath em atical and mechanical 
ta len t. H e will be an engineer.”

I w ill now extract from  stances extend in g over ten years what 
has been said b y  different subjects on th e ch ild  and his parents 
who h ave alw ays allowed me to h ave delineations o f their person
alities.

M arch 8th, 1912. T he child w as seven yea rs old. M m e F ra y a  said 
to  his mother, whom she did not know, "  Y o u r  eldest b o y  is v e ry  intelli
gent, you w ill be anxious for a  long tim e a b o u t his studies, b u t in the 
end he will g ive you great satisfaction.”

O n Decem ber 17th  (eight years) M. de Fleuriere, describing his father’s 
life, said, “  I see one of your children, th e eldest, holding a  post half 
intellectual, half m aterial. H e will be a  certificated  engineer, and, perhaps, 
engaged in m anufacture.”

Decem ber 18th, 1913. Mme de B erly  also said to  th e  fa th er (no question 
a t all having been put to  her or to  a n y  oth er person), " Y o u  have an 
eldest boy, eight or nine years old, v e ry  in telligen t and  p articu larly  well- 
endowed for m athem atical and m echanical science. Y o u  m ust m ake him 
an engineer.”

M ay 14th, 1915. (Ten years.) M me F r a y a  said to  D r. B ------ , "  One
of your sons, the eldest, w ill h ave a  real ta len t, a  sp ecial fa cu lty  which 
will m ake him a  rem arkable man. H is first school yea rs w ill n ot be re
markable, and you will fear mere m ediocrity. Y o u  w ill be uneasy for a 
long while and will wonder w hat you  can do w ith  him . . . . A t  a  certain 
age his intelligence will develop in an un expected  m anner, and in a  direc
tion in which he will excel. Y o u  w ill be v e ry  proud o f h im .”

Novem ber, 1919. (Fourteen years.) M ile d e B e r ly  said  to  D r. B------
in course of a  sitting, “  Y o u r eldest b o y  is idle, and yo u  are uneasy about 
him. H e cannot help it, b u t it  is on ly for a  tim e. H is brain  is, as it  were, 
in a  tangle, and will suddenly develop m ath em atical a b ility . Y o u  must 
m ake him an engineer . . .”

The boy’s intellectual development.
From  five to  ten years of age A lfred  B ------ w en t th rough  his prim ary

school. H e was hardly up to  the average— idle, show ing no inclination for 
an y kind of study.

From  ten to  fifteen a t the secondary school i t  w as m uch th e sa m e; 
he was idle and interested in nothing. H is parents w ere discouraged, and 
were thinking of w ithdraw ing him  from  school and  p u ttin g  him  into 
commerce. O n ly tow ards the end of his fifteenth  y e a r  th is distressing 
m ediocrity cam e to  an end, and he developed a  ta ste  for science which 
raised hopes. T he budding ta len t grew  so fa st th a t  in a  few  m onths he 
became the m ost prom ising pupil in his class.

W hen the test for his B .A . in L a tin  and science cam e, he w as the only 
one out o f th irty-six  candidates who solved  co rrectly  th e  d ifficu lt problem 
in m athem atics given in the exam ination  th a t  year. T h is  caused him to 
be recognized in spite of a deplorably bad piece o f L a tin . B u t  his weakness
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in literary  sub jects led to  failure three tim es in the oral exam ination, and 
decided him  to  tr y  no m ore for his degree.

On th is d a y  in June, 1922, as I w rite these lines, Alfred B ------ is nearly
seventeen. H e is passion ately  devoted to  science, especially to  m athe
m atics. T h e  in tellectu al tendency noted b y  the metagnomic subjects 
has taken  great developm ent. A fter  a  single year in preparation for the 
Central School of A rts  and M anufactures, his teachers consider th at he 
has an excellen t chance o f gettin g  in b y  open competition. In any case 
it is probable th a t  he w ill be adm itted in his eighteenth year.

H ence I th in k  it  is allow able to  co n clu d e: (1) T h a t metagnomic subjects 
w ithout a n y  norm al d a ta  and w ithout knowing the boy, perceived an in
tellectual ten d en cy tw elve years before his parents. (2) T h a t these 
intellectual tendencies are psychic potentialities th a t are released some
tim es precociously, som etim es ta rd ily  ; and th at to  select the quickest 
among youn g children w ith  a  view  to directing their education accordingly 
would reject som e th a t are rem arkably endowed and deprive them of the 
opportunity of show ing their talents.

E x . 5. Delineation of character for domestic employment.

Circumstances and condition o f the experiment.
On D ecem ber 30th, 1921, M me H .C. of Paris received a short letter

in w hich a  wom an liv in g  in the Ardennes, Mdlle Emilie V------ , offered
herself as cook, h avin g learned through a friend th a t Mme H.C. wanted one.

On Jan u ary 4th, 1922, M m e H .C. put this letter into the hands of Mme
F ra y a. M me C— -—  knew  absolutely  nothing about E m ily V ------, had
never seen her and never heard of her.

Mme F r a y a ’s o n ly  d a ta  were the sight of the writing, the contact with 
the letter and th e know ledge th a t the m atter concerned the possible 
engagem ent o f a  servan t.

What the subject said.
"  T h is you n g person is v e ry  honest and painstaking. She will be 

devoted to  her em ployers. I can assure you of her m entality. She is 
not one of those w ho w ill g iv e  trouble w ith lovers, you m ay be su re; she 
is afraid  of men I .

”  She is anaemic and w ill often com plain of being tired, even tired of 
life. She tends to  th in k  herself unlucky, even when she is not. How 
distrustful she is I She is honest, though fond of money. She has little 
intelligence and no m em ory. I t  w ill take tim e to accustom her to  new 
w ays. V e ry  reserved, ob stin ate and slow to learn, but there is an ideal 
in her sim ple m ind.

"  In  spite o f a ll th is I advise you  to  engage h e r ; she is not the perfect 
servant, b u t she is v e ry  sincere.”

Censorship.
N o t m uch encouraged b y  M m e F ra y a ’s words, Mme C------ nevertheless

decided to  engage the girl, and she cam e to  P aris J anuary 15th. She proved 
ex a ctly  as described— ab ou t tw en ty , an&m ic and needing care. V ery  
distrustful, speaking v e ry  little  excep t to  complain of being tired. V ery 
forgetful, w ith  m an y consequent slips in the housekeeping: so slow in
gettin g the run of things th a t six  m onths later Mme C------was doubtful
w hether she could possibly  keep her on. Dom inant characteristics, an 
actu al terror o f m en and an idealism  m anifest b y  assiduous attendance 
a t the S alvatio n  A rm y, B ible-reading in her leisure tim e and constant 
hym n-singing.



E x . 6. Delineation of character for curative purposes.

Circumstances and conditions.
In  October, 1921, a youn g lad y  of tw en ty-seven , M ile Christiane X ------

was brought to  me for obstin ate insom nia. I found a  person radiating 
calmness, her gestures polished and q u iet, so ft and d ream y eyes, her words 
clear, prudent, and measured.

Behind this serenity I suspected a  d ifferent person ality, which, if I 
could know it, would allow  of a  m ore rapid  and durab le cure, which cure 
m ight also am eliorate a  deeper fun ctional d isequilibrium  in the psychic 
constitution.

In the tw o first consultations, one accom panied, th e  other alone, she 
defended herself sk ilfu lly  against the leading question s b y  w hich I  sought, 
however discreetly, to  discern her true m en ta lity . A ccustom ed to  medical 
questions, she had acquired the art of keeping psych ologica l enquiries to 
the surface of her personality. A w are of th e service to  be done her by 
fishing out her real m en tality  in sp ite o f herself, and  perceiving that 
normal m ethods would take too m uch tim e, I decided to  use metagnomy. 
She very  w illingly gave me the few  lines o f w ritin g  th a t  I  asked for, 
unsigned.

October 25th, I put these in the hands o f M ile d e B erly , w ho did not 
know even the existence of this you n g lad y. O n e o n ly  question  was put, 
“  Please tell me the character of th e w riter o f these lin es.”

What was said.
Mademoiselle crum pled the paper in her hands, then looked a t  it some* 

w hat vacan tly, and said :
”  W hat a  nervous woman ! A  curious k ind of wom an I A  strange 

m entality . . . false and hypocritical. She is a  m en tal hysteric. Some 
w hat idealist at times, however. She lives a  stran ge life. She alw ays has 
a romance in her head, th a t helps her to  liv e . She looks for adventures 
and finds them . . . she bores herself . . . she changes husbands in her 
mind. W hat a strange woman . . . she seem s to  m e h a lf insane.

”  She is m ost im prudent 1 a  h yp o crite  and a  liar . . . the more 
dangerous th a t when she takes up w ith  an idea n othin g stops her. She is 
unbalanced, and believes her own falsehoods. T h e  basis o f her character 
is invention, hypocrisy and intrigue.

*' H ow unbalanced ! her eyes are calm , seem s v e ry  qu iet, no one would 
think it  of her. She gives her intim ates m an y surprises. W h a t a strange 
woman 1 She is wild on adventures and m orally  in co n seq u en t; a bad 
case. S teady a t times, she w ill occasion ally  do th e m ost foolish things. 
She was born when her parents were old. A p p a re n tly  she is am iable and 
inclined to  flatter. She is w antin g in ju d gm en t and good sen se; no 
h e a r t; she will have rough adventures. She fears n othing, and is never 
frightened. She w ants her lib e rty  and independence. T h e  longer she 
lives the less sense she shows. . . .  A  dangerous wom an, very 
dangerous. H er im agination runs r io t ; she has dangerous caprices, more 
dangerous than those o f an insane because people ta k e  her seriously. 
H er insanity turns on men, women, and am orous intrigues— th a t is the 
only thing th a t interests her.
..--"She is m uch bored, obstinate, b u t devoid  o f real w ill. I  should not 
like to  be her husband.

"  I see several men round h e r ; she p rovokes them , b u t there are no 
consequences because she is so chan geable. B u t she w ill m arry. I see a 
little  boy later on. O ne of her la d y  friends w ill tr y  to  get her married.

"  She has a  sister who is steadier than she is. H er q iother is sad and tired.
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speaks b u t little . She is there, quiet and reflective. She will have much 
trouble w ith  her daughter.

“  Sooner or later she w ill get into trouble w ith her adventures. She is 
m orally unstable, and her future w ill be disturbed accordingly. I do 
not like  her future.

“ H er brain  is im penetrable. She has feeling occasionally, she m ight 
be obliging, she occasionally has good impulses . . . they last five 
minutes. She dozes from  tim e to  tim e b u t does not really sleep. She is 
whim sical. Men, flirtation, and indulgence are all she lives fo r ; she is 
as dangerous as a  snake.

“  She looks a t  y o u  w ith  w ide eyes and a vague expression. A  sensual 
woman and chron ically  m elancholic. She is not a  neurasthenic; she 
w eaves rom ances and en joys them  m entally more than by her senses.

“  She seeks a  m aster. She is the kind of woman that must be dominated, 
and even be beaten  if necessary ! “

Censorship.
T hese indications if n ot false appeared to me exaggerated, and it  was 

only w ith  the greatest caution  th a t I used them a t all. My advice, how
ever, to o k  a  direction  th a t m ystified the patient and then astonished her. 
Feeling her real n ature known, she becam e confidential. Masked b y the 
calm  of her eyes and manner, she was full of amorous imaginings, always 
dream ing of som e new love and busy w ith some intrigue, without fear of 
com prom ising herself or injuring others, but never going to extremes.

K n ow ing her m en ta lity  and the disturbing cause, I was able to quiet 
her and restore her sleep.

E x . 7. Delineation o f character for personal defence.

M y friend, M. F red eric  G------ , engaged tw o months before to a beautiful
and v e ry  a ttra c tiv e  wom an of th irty , whose acquaintance he had made 
on his travels, asked m e to  g ive him m y impressions of his prospective 
bride.

I to ld  him  th a t I could n ot judge of anyone on an hour’s conversation, 
b u t if he had an yth in g  w ritten  b y  her it  would be a good opportunity to  
test M me F ra y a 's  fa cu lty  and so im prove his chances if he had made a  
good choice.

O n M ay 12th, 1921, p a rt o f a  letter w ritten b y  Mme Lucie V ------was
placed in M m e F r a y a ’s h a n d s ; she knew neither the person nor her hand
w riting. She w as on ly  asked to  describe the character of the writer.

What was said.
“  T h is  person is im perious, overbearing, and devoured b y  pride and 

am bition. H er am iab le and sim ple manners do not betray her dominating 
desire for a  b rillian t life. I t  w ould be well to distrust her gentle and 
graceful m anners, for these show a  great power of dissimulation and a 
w ill to  win confidence in order to  attain  self-interested ends.

"  In  in tim a cy  th is m anner gives place to  an irritable and despotic 
tem per. T o o  satisfied w ith  herself to  doubt her own charm, and too 
accustom ed to  hom age to  th in k  th a t anyone can resist her, she acts 
w ith capricious independence. Changeable, impulsive, and incapable of 
m oderation, she follow s th e im pulses o f her imagination and her taste 
for adven ture leads her to  ex tra va ga n t actions. She is disturbing and 
dangerous, and m arriage w ith  her would be a  great risk.

“  She co n stan tly  tw ists  th e truth, is disposed to calum niate others, 
and has no scruples in  clearing herself b y  accusing others.
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*' A udacious, vio len t, and nervous, and rath er unbalanced, her mind 

disposes her to  cru e lty  and intense egotism .
"  H er understanding is un quiet and her ju d gm en t deficient. H ysterical 

incoherence.’ *

Censorship.
Mr. G------ w as stupefied, and en tirely  refused to  b elieve the portrait.

I  to ld  him  "  M etagnom y is a  hum an fa cu lty , and as such liable to  error. 
S till, m arriage is a  serious m atter. Y o u  kn ow  no m ore o f th is lad y  than 
w h a t she allow s you  to  see. A p a rt from  w h a t yo u  h a v e  heard, mere 
prudence should lead you  to  m ake a  cautious in vestigation  into her 
ch aracter.”  Mr. G------ declared th a t he trusted  his fiancee entirely.

A  m onth later he told  m e th a t the engagem ent had been suddenly
broken off. A n  incident occurred in w hich M m e L u cie  V ------  showed
unexpected  traits, w hich Mr. G------ recognized as those described b y  Mme
F ra y a . H e m ade enquiries, and to  his surprise found th a t  she had been 
divorced from  her husband, whom she had w ounded w ith  a  revolver and 
whose life  she had ruined. In  order to  choose th e richer o f th e  two, she 
w as a t th is v e ry  tim e engaged to  a  m anufacturer, and her w hole life was 
a  tissue of intrigue to secure lu xu ry.

I regret th a t space does n ot perm it o f m y  g iv in g  a typ ical 
exam ple of each of the m any aspects under w hich moral 
dispositions can be revealed. B u t b y  those given, som e of the 
useful applications of m etagnom y m ay be perceived  if  it  be em
ployed b y  com petent experim enters, and if  th e  results o f super
norm al cognition are accepted o n ly  as indications to  be verified 
b y  the facts.

M etagnom y would give valuable inform ation on the latent 
intellectual capacities of children and w ould enable parents aware 
o f these to  g ive  opportunities favourable to  th eir developm ent. 
I t  would also indicate predispositions to  m oral perversion and 
m ental w ant of balance so th a t w ith o u t loss of tim e it  m ight be 
possible to avoid  the form ation of h ab its w hich , once formed, 
are so difficult to  correct. Instruction  and education  w ould be 
under the guidance of know ledge o f th e p sych ic  latencies a t the 
outset of life.

B y  a  wise use o f m etagnom y th e ch aracter o f persons in our 
im m ediate surroundings w ho com e in to  in tim ate con tact with 
our lives w ould be known. W e should ta k e  care w hom  w e adm it 
as a servant to  our home, or as a  partner in  our business. The 
risks of m arriage w ould be lessened. W e should becom e aware 
o f the causes for seem ingly unreasonable and persistent anti
pathies to  certain persons.

In police cases useful inform ation on th e m oral character, and 
sometimes on the acts, of suspected persons m igh t be obtained.

L ater on when m etagnom y is a  fa c u lty  ad m itted  b y  all and 
judged b y  its  practical results, I  am  confident th a t h igh ly  gifted 
subjects w ill becom e of very  great social value.



CHAPTER III

S U P E R N O R M A L  C O G N IT IO N  O F H UM AN  P E R S O N A L IT Y  
IN  T H E  E X T E R N A L  S E Q U E N C E  O F A  L IF E

I
N  th e preceding chapters I have considered metagnomy in 
its  localized  applications to  various aspects of human 
personality. I am  fu lly  conscious of the arbitrary nature of 
this course and h ave  adopted it  solely for convenience of 

analysis. In  point of fact m etagnom ic subjects take cognizance 
of the hum an being developing in his environment and trans
form ed according to  external circumstances and his own 
tendencies, b y  reaction  upon th at environment. B y  a kind of 
spontaneous m ental specialization each percipient is drawn by 
preference to  apprehend some one aspect more readily than others 
— b odily  states, m oral character, or social relations. B ut all 
delineate individ ual lives as integrated in a general whole. I shall 
now endeavour to  show  w h at th ey  can cognize, giving a summary 
supported b y  enlightening exam ples.

I t  is, I repeat, im possible to  inter-relate the series of experi
m ents devised to  a  particular end b y  giving full reports of each 
stance. T h is  m ight please some scientific readers, but the huge 
mass o f docum entary evidence th at has gone to the production of 
this book m akes such m ethod impossible. Only a synthesis of 
m etagnom ic results is practicable.

T h ere is a  tem p tation  to  classify  the facts according to the phase 
prevailing a t the tim e referred to  b y  the cognition, to distinguish 
those concerning the past, the present, and the future. A  narrative 
of actualities w ould a t once show  th at such distinctions are only 
concepts o f our sensorial intelligence and that the subjects are 
endowed w ith  a  fa c u lty  w hereby a human life seems integrally 
present, or rather as an integration of states cognized indepen
den tly  o f our notions o f T im e. One m ight w ith the best of motives 
be led to group th e facts  according to a seeming gradation in the 
kind of cognition expressed b y  the subjects, comparing this with 
w hat the person delineated knew  a t the tim e of the experiments. 
T h is  m ethod o f statem en t w ould be too narrow, and, moreover, 
would suggest th a t m etagnom ic inform ation differs in its origin 
and nature according as it  draw s its  cognitions from known or 
unknown d a ta  in th e  m ind of the person under analysis. 

D eliberate choice leads me to the only  really  logical grouping of
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th e facts, a  grouping w hich considers the m etagnom ic reports 
according to  th e relation of delineator and delineated in space and 
tim e, and superim poses these factors on th e p rim ary  conditions 
o f the special experim ent. T h is  is, indeed, o n ly  to  follow in the 
statem ent of the fact, th e sam e sequence as should govern the 
experim ental research— to  consider (i)  th e  case in  which the 
person delineated is in presence of th e  m etagnom ic delineator; 
(2) w hen d istan t in  Space, and (3), w hen d ista n t in T im e.1

I. T he P erson Cognized is in P resence of the 
Metagnomic P ercipient

Those w ho stu d y  m etagnom y exp erim en tally , w ith  persever
ance and from  a  sufficiently large v a r ie ty  o f percipients, will 
discover, if their experience coincides w ith  m ine, th a t it  can take 
cognizance of the whole content o f a life.

T o  this facu lty  an individual life is universal life looked at in 
connection w ith  a  particular person, it  is therefore a  whole com
plex of persons and things, including th e relation  o f other lives 
in tangential contact. In  practice, th is  p o ten tia lity  o f hyper
cognition is m anifest b y  a great d iversity  in  specialized powers. 
So different is the facu lty  in different su b jects th a t there are 
scarcely tw o alike.

One percipient who can in a single sittin g  g iv e  an outline of a 
whole life, is unable to  foretell a  th eft, an acciden t or an illness of 
w hich the delineated person w ill be th e  v ictim . H e states an 
event in the far distant future, or long past, and is not weighted 
b y  an y  preoccupation w ith  the present. A  single sittin g  exhausts 
all th at his facu lty  can reveal on th e life he d e lin e a te s; other 
sittings w ill add very  little  to  th e first.

1 This is the place to emphasize a fact which will be readily understood by 
those who have published or will publish results of metagnomic cognition applied 
to human persons.

The number of facts that can be selected and presented in a book, bears an 
extremely small proportion to the data collected. Only fragments, or as it were 
balance sheets of lives, can be given ; and the experimenter to whose knowledge 
they have been brought, is bound, it may be, to secrecy, or at least to a discretion 
compelling him to maintain anonymity in such as he quotes. The author is in 
the position of a confessor fearing to betray confidences. So very exceptional 
are those who are indifferent to the opinions of others that, up to the present, I 
have met but one man who, of his own accord, authorized me to quote this name 
with reference to a fact concerning him self; and, moreover, in this case, his wife 
asked me to suppress her name, thus nullifying her husband's frankness.

The fear of a public confession of great or little things, confines the more salient 
facts to private records, from which it is only possible to select those which are 
colourless enough not to betray the identity beneath the anonymous veil.

But as this book is a study of experimental phenomena that can be repeated, 
it is only vital that the facts cited should be typical of the kind of information 
given, and it is from this point of view that they must be considered.

As with clinical observations, no patient's name must be given. In meta
gnomy as in medical cases, the only important thing is the bare fact, always 
provided that this be verifiable afterwards.
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A nother, on th e contrary, is impelled to perceive an individual 
life under a  succession of sm all details. I use one who sifts with 
so fine a  m esh th a t none of the little  circumstances through which 
I h ave lived  in  th e previous ten months escapes her. Projected on 
the futu re her facu lty  is like a  lantern carried on a dark road, 
revealing all th a t is im m ediately near.

T here are, therefore, percipients who take the panoramic view 
of individual lives, and those who go through them with a lantern ; 
and betw een these tw o groups there are all interm ediate degrees.

T h e  ty p e  of m etagnom ic subject most frequently met with 
participates in  both  extrem es. If his faculty is strong and well- 
developed, in a  first sitting he w ill strike a general balance on the 
life given  him  to  delineate, sketching the main stages of the past, 
and indicating the futu re trajectory. In later stances, variable 
in output, know ledge of episodes in the life will come to 
him  spontaneously, and more or less circumstantially. The 
facu lty  is perm anent in th e sense th at it can always be called 
into  action, b u t occasional or fanciful as regards what it m ay 
express. F o r th is reason the same person confronted with several 
subjects on th e  sam e d a y  will get from them dissimilar fragments 
in th e episodes of the life th ey  are scrutinising. The same events 
are view ed from  different angles, and some open to one percipient 
are not grasped b y  another. O n one day and with one subject, 
m etagnom y brings into  focus some little  fragment of a life labori
ously and w ith  difficulty  ; on another day the same subject easily 
reaches im portant inform ation. T h is illogical faculty must be 
left to follow  its  fancies.

If, therefore, it  can be said th at a  human life is cognizable in all 
its  details b y  th is facu lty , th at knowledge is not to be reached by 
an y  one percipient in a lim ited n u m berof trials.

E x . i .  Metagnomic delineation of a person: an instance of the 
summary of a life by supernormal cognition.

Circumstances and conditions o f the experiment.
T h is  experim ent w as m ade a t  the tim e of writing these pages, and in 

order to  in d icate w h a t a gifted  percipient can grasp, in a single sitting, 
concerning a  person casu ally  brought to  him.

O n June 5th, 1922, I said to  M. de Fleuri&re : “  W ith your permission 
I  shall sh o rtly  brin g to  you  some person whom I shall choose. I shall 
ask  you  to  reveal all you  can concerning th at person a t a single sitting. 
I shall ta k e  dow n y o u r e x a ct words and publish them. Do you agree ? "  
T h e offer was accepted, and w e fixed the stance for June 12th.

M y d ifficu lty  w as to  find anyon e of strong personality willing to  have 
his life  revealed before a  witness, w illing also to  make frank avowal of the 
facts, and to  a llow  them  to  be published.

O n ly  one person cam e forw ard, her interest in m etapsychic science 
overcom ing th e  n atu ral reluctan ce everyone feels to lay  bare the intim ate 
even ts o f th eir lives. T h is lady, whom I will call Madame Magdalena 
D uplex, m ade one condition— th a t her name, which is borne b y  others, 
should n ot be given .
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D etail o f the sitting.

O n  June 12th , a t  9.45 a .m ., I  a rrived  w ith  M m e D u p lex  at M. de 
F leuridre's house. N o th in g w as said  b u t th e  usual courtesies. M. de 
Fleuridre and M m e D u p lex  had n ever seen each  oth er before. I had 
kn ow n  her for a b o u t tw o  m onths, sup erficia lly , as a  m ere acquaintance.

M m e D . sa t dow n b y  M. d e F . w ho, as h is custom  was, placed his left 
hand on one of hers, rem ained in m ed itation  for a  m inute w ith  half-closed 
eyes, and then, w ith o u t stopping, as if  he w ere n arratin g  a  known incident, 
sp oke these w ords th a t  I  to o k  dow n in a b b re via ted  w riting ju st as dic
ta ted , and w rote o u t in fu ll im m ed iate ly  a fte r  th e  stan ce.

“  Y o u r  essential fluid is th a t  o f a  n ervous-sensitive, w ith  the addition 
of a  sanguine-bilious-m uscular fluid tem pered  b y  th e  emotional-sensitive 
fluid. In  a  w ord i t  is a  fluid o f essen tia lly  fem inine n ature, b u t exalted by 
a  k ind of m asculine fluid m ore vig o ro u s and  en ergetic.

“  A c tiv ity , im pulsiveness, and v iv a c ity  predom in ate, and there is great 
pow er o f p h ysica l and m oral control.

"  T h rou gh  th is fluid can be d istin guished a  liv e ly  n atu ral intelligence, 
q uicken ed b y  m an y general ideas d erived  from  stu d y , reading, intercourse 
w ith  th e world and experience o f life. E a s ily  to  b e discerned are a taste 
for th e b eau tifu l and th e good, h igh  aspirations, g rea t cerebral activity, 
alm ost too  great, som ew hat feverish, a  passion ate in terest in philosophical, 
psychic, and m etap sychic questions, and desire to  kn ow  w hatever goes 
beyond th e ord inary and th e com m onplace, w h a tev er  pertains to the 
transcendental and th e  m arvellous.

“  I see th a t before com ing to  m e yo u  h a v e  v is ited  m a n y persons having 
certain  gifts  or a  certain  n otoriety . Y o u  h a v e  a  secret desire to express 
you r ideas and im pressions on these m atters w h eth er b y  speech or writing. 
Y o u  w ill w rite articles for th e papers.

"  U n fortu n ately  there has a lw a ys been op position  betw een your specu
l a t i v e  ideals and the po sitive  realities o f y o u r  life, w h ich  u p  to  the present 

has been fu ll of struggles. T h ese discords h a v e  been m ost frequent in 
m atters o f the heart, in yo u r fam ily, and in th e  p ecu n iary  prospects and 
professional career of you r husband, a  career w hich, I  m a y  remark, has 
certain ly  been of a  liberal and in tellectu al k ind.

“  H a p p ily  the v ita l or fluidic energies o f y o u r p h ysica l and moral per
son ality  are still considerable, and g iv e  m e th e  im pression of a  long life. 
T h is  life  w ill n ot be w ith ou t som e rough shocks, y o u r  health  especially 
w ill experience som e passing ailm ents, cerebro-n ervous anaemia, arthritis, 
and excess of b ilia ry  secretion.

"  N evertheless, on follow ing o u t th e evolu tion  of y o u r  life  to  its decline 
there is com fort, for i t  seems crow ned as if  w ith  a  rain bow  of four bright 
colours, indicating favou rab le  conditions from  th e  m oral, physical, family, 
and m aterial points o f view . T h ere w ill b e greater tra n q u illity  than in 
the past, for you r past has been d isturbed  b y  m a n y  preoccupations and 
shocks, and b y  a  num ber o f deaths, som e o f w h ich  h a v e  brought you 
m uch pain, especially  those o f yo u r fath er, y o u r  m other, and of Alfred, 
you r husband.

“  I w ill n ot hide from  yo u  th a t  there are still clouds on you r horizon 
and anxieties w hich are even  now  causin g y o u  trou b le . T h e y  relate more 
especially to  th e fu tu re o f yo u r children, and  to  a  som ew hat precarious 
pecun iary position, and fa ilin g resources.

“  I t  m ight be com pared to  a  pond o f no g rea t dep th , w hose surface is 
further reduced b y  d ry  w eather and is now  a t  its  low est. B u t  in the future 
I see its  level sen sib ly raised b y  little  stream s th a t  flow  in to  it. In other 
words, the situation  w ill be m ain tained w ith o u t d isaster and will be



im proved b y  you r personal efforts, b y  certain advantageous transactions, 
and b y  using certain  fortunate opportunities th a t will come to you.

" I n  th is connection I see shaping itself a happy developm ent b y  the 
m oral and m aterial help of some devoted friends, among whom women 
p lay  no appreciable part, men only being in action and predominating. 
In  this relation I see round you m any links w ith the world b y  reason of 
the professional and social standing of your deceased husband. The 
fem inine elem ent shows duller and thinner, while the masculine is dotted 
w ith  brighter spots, I mean w ith  more characteristic figures. One among 
them  is m ore accentuated  and interesting to you. There is a gentleman, 
who is m arried, and whose pecuniary condition is impaired and causes him 
m uch disquiet. F undam en tally  he is good, sensible, affectionate, and 
intelligent, b u t a t  tim es cold, variable, and almost insane : and you suffer 
som etim es from  his changeable, wounding, and enigmatical attitude. 
N evertheless there are profound affinities between you, and links th at 
w ill cause him  to  p la y  a p art more and more decisive in your life. A s to 
your fam ily, you r children are visib ly  your chief care. These children 
appear like a  b ouquet of three buds, among which are distinguishable 
tw o fem inine and one m asculine. Their establishment in life is still in
com plete, and none of them  has reached a settlem ent. B u t I see events in 
preparation, n o ta b ly  m arriages which will be favourable from different 
points of view . I t  seems th a t the life of one of your daughters will contain 
tw o great em o tion s; tw o men will p lay  preponderant parts in i t ; one might 
conclude th a t she w ill be m arried twice. In  any case you will have several 
grandchildren.

"  W ith o u t w ishing to  g ive you pain b y  speaking of doleful anticipations,
I  know  th a t you  w ill b e affected b y  tw o deaths, directly or indirectly, but 
in this I do n ot a llude to  your children.

"  Y o u r  nam e signifies ‘ d u a lity ,' and your first name is curious, it  comes 
to  m y ear as ' L e n a ,’ the last tw o syllables of Magdaleine, the Latin  form 
of your nam e M adeleine. Y o u r  maiden name seems foreign and might 
com e from  A lsace, G erm any, or A ustria, as Muller is of German origin.

"  I h ave said th a t you r children showed like three buds, but there must 
have been a  fourth, for another bud is fa lle n ; you must have lost a child.

" A s  to  you r husband, I have said th a t he belonged to a  liberal pro
fession, he w as a  barrister and also in p o litic s ; sometimes he incurred 
m uch h ostility , there h ave been dangers, threats, rancour, and excitem ent 
again st him  w ith  reference to  a  lawsuit, which seems to  have been a 
struggle in his professional life.

"  H e died som e years ago, b u t relatively  not very  long since, towards 
the end of th e w a r."

Censorship.
A n alysis o f th e  indications given  classifies them as fo llow s: Ten deal 

w ith  th e fu tu re and can not be pronounced upon. F ifty-five are concerned 
w ith  the m oral tem peram ent, the personal conditions or the surroundings 
of M me D u p lex . O u t of these, fifty-four were recognized as exactly  true, 
and she confided to  m e the realities to  which they referred.1

One on ly  seem ed to  her d o u b tfu l: th e m onetary worries of her friend, 
who seem ed a  v e ry  rich m an. I  have, however, heard from her over the 
telephone th a t, con trary  to  w h at she thought, M. de Fleurfore was right 
on th is point also.

I  draw  th e reader’s atten tion  to  the correctness w ith which the subject1 I will here mention only one. Mr. D., a barrister and Member of Parliament, 
was on the Commission of the Panama enquiry, and became the target for threats 
and keen hostility from compromised persons.
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has reproduced the n am es: Alfred (the husband ’s nam e), M agdalena, that 
of Mme D. herself, and the dim inutive Lena, w ith  w h ich  she w as accus
tomed to  sign her le tte rs ; and I can add th a t her m aiden nam e is of 
Austrian origin, as M. de Fleuridre said.

Before leaving this excellent instance o f m etagnom y, I think it 
useful to record an observation M. de Fleuriere a llow s m e to  make. 
In our conversations on supernorm al facu lty , he has several times 
confided to me that he is endowed w ith  an im peccable m em ory of 
what he has read and of his m etagnom ic stances, the words 
returning to him under the form  of large prin ted  letters th at he 
has the sensation of reading as one reads a  book. T h is  occasion 
seemed a suitable one to prove w hat he had stated . Said he, 
"  You have written down m y words one b y  one ; to-m orrow I 
will bring you a copy of them  from m em ory, and yo u  can compare 
the two. He did as he said. T h e tw o corresponded e x a ctly  word 
for word.

-  Moreover, I  had already observed th at good m etagnom ic sub
jects whose faculty is exercised in the w aking sta te  h ave  exceptional 
memories. I t  would seem th a t m ental representation is stronger 
than with most men, enabling them  to  recall these m ore vigorous 
images.

Metagnomic delineation of the episodes in a  life.

Ex. 2. Delineation of the mental content.
Circumstances and conditions o f experiment.

On May i ith , 1921, M. Claude Lefebvre, a t  the end of a  stan ce, presented 
to M. de Fleuriire a small piece of cloth, and asked if  he could speak of 
the person from whose clothing it was taken.

M. de Fleuiiefe consented to try, w ithout m uch hope of success. He_ 
..took the pie<?je.pf stuff, placed it  to his forehead, sh u t his eyes for a  lew 

minutes, then upehed thsnrand"said*: 7 T̂~.— ’
"T h ^ J m d . is, .intense and wonderful, proceeding from  a  pious and 

saintTy’soul. This is not’ recent, it  goes b ack  far. T h is  person seems to 
have lived under the F irst Empire and to  h a ve  died betw een  1853 and 
1863. The person who gave you this piece o f stu ff has lived  for some 
time west or north-west of Paris, B rittan y  or N orm an dy, and has lived 
in Italy or travelled there. . . .

“  The person from whom the stuff cam e has been m uch talked  of and 
has even performed some sort of miracles. R ig h tly  or w rongly, soldiers 
during the war have attributed their sa fety  to  him.

“  This man had a physical resemblance to  V oltaire, b u t i t  is not he, 
for his character is markedly saintly. W ho can i t  be ? ”

A t this point M. de Fleuridre meditated for a  few  seconds, and then getting 
up, staggered like adrunken man, turned round, and ta k in g  a  m edal hanging 
from the wall of his study, held it  out, saying, "  T h a t  is th e  m an .”

The medal represented the Abb6 V ianney, the fam ous C ure d 'A rs.

Censorship.
In April, 1921, M. Lefebvre had m et Mile J------ a t  th e house o f m utual

friends. This lady had, at one tim e in her life, looked a fter  an old priest 
in a  nursing home in Normandy (Orne). T here was there an old gardener
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who had assisted a t  th e exhum ation of the body of the Cur6 d 'A rs a t the 
tim e of th e B eatification  proceedings, and had secretly taken from the
body an un dervest w hich he k ep t as a  precious relic. H e gave Mile J------
half o f this.

A fter  the death  o f the old priest Mile J------ left the nursing home.
T he w ar follow ed. She cu t the relic into pieces and gave them to soldiers, 
who subsequently attributed  their im m unity to  them.

From  w h at rem ained in 1921 Mile J------ gave half to M. Letebvre, and
from this w as c u t the little  piece given to  M. de Fleurtere.

T o  m ake the sto ry  com plete, i t  m ay be noted th at Mile J------had lived
in Ita ly , h avin g been appointed as maid of honour in the R oyal Fam ily.

T h is m etagnom ic fact shows th at the subject grasped and 
revealed th e content of M. L efebvre’s mind, and added nothing 
to it. T h is  fact seems to be the cognizance of conscious knowledge 
in another m ind there present, and as such I cite it  here.

E xam ples of delineation of episodes in a life, partly known and 
p artly  unknow n not norm ally cognizable.

E x . 3.
Circumstances and conditions o f experiment.

In M ay, 1921, M me S------ w ent to  Versailles for the day to visit several
friends. She w en t in th e m orning, wearing a diamond star of great value. 
On returning hom e to  P aris she missed the jewel. She was distracted.

She told her husband of her loss. T h e M ayor of Versailles was informed, 
but the star had n ot been brought to  the Tow n H all.

Mme S------ w as ta k en  to  see Mme Morel, a  metagnomic subject when
hypnotized, and sa t in a  corner of the room during the stance. One of 
her gloves was g iven  to  the percipient.

Details o f the sitting.
On tak in g the glove, th e percipient described Mme S------ as her custom

was, and then asked, "  W h a t am  I  to  see about this woman ? "
“  L ook  for w h a t is troubling her a t  th is m om ent.’ '
"  She is d istracted  over the loss of som ething . . .  I t  is a  large jewel.

. . . H ow  it  shines . . .  i t  is v e ry  valuable. . . . She m ay be at ease, 
it  is not lost, i t  is hidden and w ill be restored. I  see th at she will wear 
i t  again .”

“  L o o k  for w h a t happened when this lad y  ceased to wear the ornament, 
and w h a t has since becom e of i t .”

“  N ow  I follow  th is la d y  as she leaves her house. I see her leaving in 
an autom obile w ith  another person and go to  another town near to where 
we now are. I  can not te ll its  nam e ; I see her go to  three different houses, 
and then return here to  this tow n where we are. T he jewel has fallen near 
one of those houses. . . .  I see i t  picked up b y  a  woman, young, very 
stout, short, and blonde, w ith  ligh t eyes and hair.

”  T h e ornam ent has been w ell hidden in a  sm all piece of furniture and 
locked up. T h e  finder th o u gh t of keeping it, but is afraid . . . she is 
uneasy and w ill restore i t .”

“  W h a t should b e done to  g e t i t  b ack  ? ”
"  N othin g a t  all, especially n ot the measures th a t are thought of. In  

a  few  days, four or five a t  m ost, th e y  w ill w rite to  ask her to  come. I t  
will be given  b ack. A t  th a t tim e there w ill be some small disagreeables, 
b u t nothing to  signify. I affirm th a t the jew el will be returned before a 
week. T here is no fear. 1 see th a t the lad y will wear it  again.”
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Censorship.
F o u r d a ys after th is sittin g  Mr. S------ w as requested  to  go to  Versailles

on a  m atter th a t concerned him . I t  w as said th a t  a  w orkm an had found 
a  diam ond brooch, seem ing to  correspond w ith  th e description  furnished, 
b u t th a t i t  could not be given  him  because another person in th a t town 
claim ed to  h ave lost a  sim ilar ornam ent and en qu iry  m ust be m ade. There
w as som e an gry  conversation betw een Mr. S------ and th e  w orkm an, which
w as th e disagreeable incident referred to  b y  M m e M orel. F in a lly  the star 
w as surrendered.

Som e d ays later Mr. S------ returned to  V ersailles to  g iv e  th e reward to
th e finder. T h e  m an thanked him, b u t said, "  In  fa ct, Sir, i t  was not I 
w ho found it  b u t m y  sister, who picked it  up as she cam e hom e from 
w o rk.”  T h e m an was b ig and v e ry  fair. Mr. S—  did  n ot ascertain 
w hether his sister resem bled him, he took  th a t for granted .

E x . 4.

Conditions o f experiment and the words o f the percipient.
O n Septem ber 30th, 1913, C ount C. de B ------ w as in presence o f Mme

M orel w ho was hypnotized. She knew  nothing of his life, and was not 
acquainted w ith  him. A fter  h avin g detailed even ts a b o u t to  happen in 
his life, she said : ”  T o-day, after some u n im p ortan t visits, you  w ill sud
den ly be called upon to  take some action  on a  p o litica l m atter. Y ou  
will see a  num ber of men in uniform. T h e y  seem to  belong to  something 
th a t will be. . . .  I  then see a  great concourse . . . y o u  are speaking to 
this crowd and others speak also. . . .  I t  w ill be a  success. I see many 
men in uniform in open country, m an y people, and there is w ater in the 
landscape.”

Count B------ could not connect this event, said to  be im m inent, with
anything like ly  to  happen to  him. T h e  w ords did n ot aw ake in his mind 
a n y  logical possibility.

In the evening of the sam e d a y  while conversing w ith  a  friend, he was 
led to  speak of an aerodrome w ith  garages recen tly  erected  which he 
intended to  present to  Savoy, and spoke of his inten tion  soon to  make 
the presentation to  the local authorities.

O n the following d a y  this friend, o f his ow n accord (the conversation 
not having been intended to  lead to  anythin g), approached the Minister 
for W ar.

On October 2nd, Count C------ was called to  th e N atio n al C om m ittee on
A viation, where th e General Secretary proposed to  him  an official opening 
to take place as soon as possible. O ctober 26th w as fixed  upon as the date. 
This opening of the aviation  ground atC h alles-les-E au x, w hich  he thought 
distant and, to use his own expression, nothing m ore th an  som e congratu
lations round a b ottle  o f cham pagne, becam e b y  th is un expected  inter
vention a salient even t in his life. I t  was on ly  after recognizing th is sudden 
transform ation of his anticipations o f th e  fu tu re th a t  h e connected it 
w ith Mme M orel’s visions, astonished th a t an ev en t b ro u g h t ab ou t b y  so 
casual a  circum stance should h ave been foreseen.

Curious to  find out w hat details th e percipient w as cap ab le  o f foreseeing, 
he w ent again to Mme Morel, asking her to  sa y  a ll she could on th e  nearest 
event in his life.

"  Y o u  will shortly,”  she said, ”  ta k e  a  jo u rn ey  for a  gathering, a  big 
cerem ony. . . .  I  see a  great concourse. . . .  I hear m uch m usic. . . . 
I  see m any flowers and flags . . . m an y b rig h t colours, v e ry  fine weather. 
I t  will g ive m uch joy. T h e  public w ill be m uch pleased.

”  I see several things in the air, like aeroplanes o f d ifferent form s. One of
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them  w ill fall, b u t it  w ill n ot be serious; no one will be hurt. There will 
be no trouble or hitches in th e organization of the festivities . . . except 
for a  defect in th e construction of the buildings, the sheds, which should 
be p u t rig h t beforehand."

Censorship.
Mme M orel’s w ords w ere taken down as she spoke them b y  Count C----- .

She was w orkin g on m atters absolutely unknown to her and unreachable 
b y  a n y  ord inary p la y  of thought.

In  this stan ce o f O ctob er 3rd, C ount C------ , whose mind was aware of
the incidents of th e previous d ay, foresaw the probable sequence of the 
cerem ony ; b u t there w ere three indications made b y  the percipient th a t 
his m ental conten t could n ot have suggested— th a t the day would be fin e ; 
th a t one aeroplane w ould fall, b u t th a t no one would be h u r t; and th at 
there was a  fa u lt in th e construction of the sheds.

T he tw o form er would, he thought, have to be verified b y  the e v e n t; as 
for the last, he judged  it  m istaken : the sheds were finished, and passed 
as being w ell b u ilt conform ably to  the plans.

N ow  it  so happened th a t  an aeroplane on passage had to descend a t 
Challes for engine trouble. I t  was decided to place it  in garage, b u t on 
tryin g to  enter i t  w as found th a t the doors of entry were too low and 
m ust be raised w ith o u t delay.

T h e 26th of O ctober— the d a y  for opening the aerodrome— was a beau
tifu l day. C oun t C------ m ade a  speech which was replied to  b y  other
speeches. I t  w as an im posing cerem ony such as Count C------had never
thought of before O ctob er 3rd.

A t  the end of the proceedings C ount C------ returned home, everything
having gone off as M me M orel had foreseen except the accident.

Tow ards 5 p.m . C oun t C ------ w as informed th a t an aviator had taken
a m achine from  one of th e sheds for a  flight with a  passenger, and that 
on com ing dow n th e aeroplane had capsized, damaging the machine 
badly, b u t th a t  he and his friend were uninjured except for some bruises.

E xam ples o f supernorm al delineation of episodes in a life 
to ta lly  unknow n to  th e person interested, th at could not be 
reached b y  reasoning.

E x . 5. Premonition o f an event common to several lives.
Circumstances, conditions o f  experiment and words uttered.

From  1916 to  1920 m y  friend, M. L ouis M------ , undertook b y  himself
and through friends a  long series o f m etagnom ic enquiries w ith several 
subjects in order to  obtain  inform ation th a t m ight be useful on his eldest 
son severely  w ounded and m issing a t  the b attle  of Verdun. This series 
is of great psychological interest and w ill be given in detail in a  later 
chapter. T h e  prem onition here follow ing is given because it foretold an 
even t in th e fa m ily  surroundings o f the missing officer.

O ne of the persons w ho g a v e  enlightened help to  M. Louis M------was
Mme G ----- , a  friend o f th e fam ily, w ho had several stances w ith Mme
Morel (hypnotized) in 1916-17-18, using letters, pieces of clothing, and other 
objects. In  a  stan ce o f 1916, a fter h avin g spoken of the wounded and 
missing officer, she said :

"  I see in th is fa m ily  another you n g man, younger than he, a  brother 
. . .  he w ill co n tract a  union, a rd en tly  desired, and will be very  h ap p y."

M. L ouis M------ 's  second son, Pierre, w as then seventeen and destined
for the m edical profession. H is age, the length of the curriculum probably 

6
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still fu rth er lengthened b y  th e w ar, caused M m e G------ to  ju d ge this pre
d iction  erroneous, and th a t  if tru e  i t  could  o n ly  a p p ly  to  som e student’s 
union o f w hich  i t  w ould  b e inadvisab le to  sp eak  to  th e parents. She there
fo re  suppressed th is inform ation  in the c o p y  o f th e  proceedings a t the 
s ta n ce  th a t  she g a v e  to  th e parents, t ill O ctob er 6th, 1918, when the form 
o f th e  forecast seem ed m ore su itab le. T h e  percip ien t said  on th a t day: 
V T h is  y o u n g m an  is a  stu d en t . . . there is, how ever, an approaching 
m arriage. H e w ill continue his studies a fter  h is m arriage.''

In  O ctober, 19 17, M. P ierre M------ , com m issioned b y  his father to  have
a  s&ancje w ith  M. de Fleurtere, w ith  w hom  he w as unacquainted, in order 
to  v e r ify  w h a t m igh t b e said on the m issing b rother in  connection with a 
delineation  of P ierre’s ow n life.

I  d eta ch  th e w ords concerning th e p articu lar e v en t n ow  under discussion 
from  th e  c o n tex t o f w hich it  form ed b u t a  v e ry  sm all p a rt. W ith  reference 
to  th a t  even t, concerning w hich he had n ot been inform ed o f the previous 
predictions, h e w as to ld  :

“  I  see for you  a  sp eedy union w ith  a  you n g la d y  w ho is in your im
m ed iate surroundings. T h is m arriage w ill chan ge nothing in you r mode 
of life  or yo u r occupations. Y o u  w ill continue to  liv e  as a t  present.”

T o  M. L ouis M------ , the fath er of th e you n g m an, M m e Morel, in a long
series o f stan ces from  M arch, 1916, to  N ovem ber, 1918, said  nothing of 
th e m arriage o f th is son, though she m entioned it  a t  n early  a ll the stances
w ith  M m e G------ . O n N ovem ber 6th, 1918, she said  to  his father for the
first t im e :

“  Y o u r  youn gest son w ill n ot rem ain long w here he is a t  present (he was 
a t  Grenoble going through his m ilitary  service), h e w ill return  to  Paris 
to  resum e his interrupted studies . . .  he w ill be deep ly  in lo v e ; then there 
w ill b e a  m arriage, and fam ily  life .”

Cen sorship. M en ta l content o f  the p ersons relative to the prem onition.

M adam e G------  th o u gh t the an ticipation  fa lse  or im plyin g some
tem porary stu d en t’s union.

M. L ouis M------ w rote down th e prediction  and told  i t  m e w ith the rest
of his accoun t o f th a t stance, sayin g th a t  he saw  no reason for it.

M. Pierre M------ chiefly  concerned, w as aged nineteen in  19x7, and saw
nothing a t  th a t tim e supporting th e an ticipation  m ade.

W hat cam e to p ass.

Dem obilized in 1919, M. P ierre M------ returned to  P aris  and resumed
his studies. M. and M m e G------ , friends o f his fa th er from  childhood,
k ep t an hotel. H e lived  there en p en sio n .

M. and Mme G------ had tw o daughters. T h e  elder w as m arried the same
year. P ierre w as deeply in lo ve  w ith  th e  younger, aged eighteen. His 
affection  was returned, and the fam ilies consented to  th e m arriage, which 
too k  place A u g u st 20th, 1921. T h e bridegroom  w as tw e n ty -tw o  and only 
in  the second y ea r o f his m edical studies.

Mme G------ n ever suspected five years before th a t  th e  "  union ”  she
apprehended w ould be w ith  her ow n daughter.

T h u s a ll cam e to  pass e x a c t ly  as foretold b y  M. d e Fleuridre. Nothing 
in th e  youn g m an ’s life  w as changed.

T h is  fa ct o f prem onition had a  curious epilogue.
A fte r  his son ’s m arriage M. L ou is M------ cam e to  read over the note

books in w hich he had w ritten  dow n th e  accou n ts o f sta n ces held b y  him 
w ith  various percipients. U n der th e  d a te  M a y  4th, 1916, h e found his 
first sta n ce  w ith  M ile de B erly . She g a v e  him  th e  ph ysical, m oral, and 
social descriptions o f a  score o f th e persons in  h is surroundings, among



whom  w ere M. and M me G------ a*d  their daughters. A s to  these latter
she said : "  B o th  children w ill m arry early, first the elder (here followed a  
sketch of th e bridegroom) and the younger not long afterwards. . . .  I 
see the husband of the younger . . .  he is there, very  clear before me . . . 
blond, ta ll, rath er stout, w ith  a  th ick  lower lip. . .

In  1921 th is description applied to  M. Louis M------ ’s younger son.

E x . 6. A premonition in which the percipient described an event 
common to two lives in brief and temporary contact.

On Jan u ary 10th, 1922, Mrs. M------ visited Mile de Berly, who said to
her am ong other things, as follows :

"  Y o u  w ill v e ry  sh o rtly  get the flat th a t you have been vainly looking 
for and despair of finding. Y o u  will not even have to  seek it, it  will be 
offered to  you . Y o u  w ill be pleased when you see it. I t  is a  small flat, 
v e ry  w hite, v e ry  clean, v e ry  bright . . . v e ry  white ; th at specially strikes 
me. . . . T h ere is no house fronting it  . . . one sees trees, there is plenty 
of light. . . .

“ T h e people who live  there have a  stroke of luck . . .  a  letter comes 
to  them  from  a  foreign country, far aw ay . . . the envelope has five 
seals . . . th e y  are offered a  brilliant situation over there . . . th at will 
decide them  to  go . . . th e y  will have m oney to gain and business to 
do . . . m uch m oney w ill pass into their hands . . . they will become 
v e ry  rich . . , th e y  w ill rem ain over there for some tim e . . . their 
m other is there, she is ill. . . .

“  Y o u  do n ot know  these people, b u t this will come to pass through 
persons th a t y o u  know , w ho w ill te ll you, ‘ T ake th at f la t ; it  is just w hat I 
you  w a n t.' A n d  I see th e y  w ill leave some little  things in it .”

Censorship.
Mrs. M------ , an A m erican teacher of singing, who had been in Paris

for some m onths, had sought in vain  for a  flat, and despaired a t finding 
one. H er m ind necessarily contained nothing relative to the prediction.

Mile de B e rly  knew  th a t Mrs. M------ was seeking a  flat, but neces
sarily  could know  nothing norm ally o f the facts predicted.

W hat came to p a ss.
M. and M me S------ , liv in g  in the R u e Lafontaine (Paris), unknown to

Mrs. M------ and to  M ile de B erly , received on February 25th, 1922, a
letter from  M exico, in w hich their father-in-law, M. d ’Y ------ , the owner
of immense properties, proposed to  his son-in-law the general direction 
of these properties under such favourable term s th a t no hesitation was 
possible.

Mme S — - announced their intended departure to  her friend, M.
H elene C------ . T h is  lad y, to  whom  Mrs. M------ had been introduced,
interested herself in the trials o f a  foreigner to gain rem unerative work
and thought a t once th a t th is fla t would e xa ctly  suit Mrs. M------ , and
asked M m e S------  to  reserve it  for her. Mrs. M------ visited the flat
found i t  e x a c tly  to  her ta ste  and took possession M ay 20th. M. ana 
Mme S——— em barked for M exico on the 30th. A ll Mile de B erly ’s 
prem onitions w ere e x a c tly  verified.

Ex. 7.
Mme H elene C------  visited  Mme F ra y a  on June 28th, who, among

other things, said to  h e r :
“  Y o u r  second child, the boy, has fallen i l l ; b u t th a t is not all. Y o u r
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little  girl w ill b e ill in her turn . . . .  I  see her a ll red and her throat sore. 
Y o u  w ill be anxious ab o u t her, m ore so th an  for her b ro th e r ; b u t you 
m ust n ot w orry, th e  illness w ill b e bad b u t w ill end favourably, and 
convalescence w ill be short.

Y o u  w ill soon lea ve  P aris, and pass th e h olid ay m onths a  long way 
off. A  curious holiday I in tw o parts. . . .  I see w h a t looks like two 
rem ovals. T h e  first s ta y  w ill be dull and depressing. Y o u  w ill be unable 
to  settle, you  seem to  be a lw ays changing yo u r room .

“  T h e  la tte r  p a rt w ill be m uch b righter . . . yo u  w ill n ot be in the 
sam e place. I see you  in a  lo v e ly  p lace w here y o u  w ill find friends. You 
w ill b e near w ater a ll the tim e. Y o u  go a  good deal in an auto-car with 
charm ing people. Y o u  w ill be v e ry  h a p p y. I see you  for a  moment in 
a  splendid dom ain, where there are w ide green law ns dow n to  the water 
. . .  to  the sea. Y o u  w ill com e b ack  to  P aris delighted w ith  your 
h o lid a y .”

The mental content o f  M m e H itene C ------ , and o f  M tne Fraya.
M m e H . C------ ’s litt le  b o y  had scarlatin a  from  June 4th, and had

q u ick ly  recovered. O n th e 26th a  v e ry  carefu l disinfection had been 
carried ou t in the flat. T h e sister o f th e p atien t, h avin g been removed 
from  th e contagion a t its beginning, w as in excellen t health, and the 
m edical a tten dan t, D r. B ergeron, considered th a t  th e  brother would be 
no danger to  his sister.

M m e H . C------ had decided on June 28th to  lea ve  for Switzerland.
T ickets were taken, and room s w ere reserved in an hotel a t  V illars. She 
intended to  rem ain there for the holidays and then to  return  to  Paris.

M me F ra y a  knew  th a t M m e H . C  - —-*s son had had scarlatina. She 
knew  also th a t the doctor had pronounced him  free from  infection. 
R egardin g the conten t o f her prem onition she could  know  nothing 
norm ally.

What came to pass.
O n the 10th of J u ly  the fam ily  took  up their q uarters in  th e H o tel P ------,

a t  V illars. M me H . C------ w as en tirely  satisfied w ith  th e place, th e rooms,
and the pleasure of her children, and w as delighted  to  find M me Fraya 
w rong. H er satisfaction  lasted ten days.

O n th e m orning of J u ly  20th, th e governess cam e to  her and said that 
th e little  girl w as com plaining of sore th ro a t and w as feverish. On the 
21st, D r. T estez o f B ex , diagnosed scarlatin a.

T henceforw ard th e fa m ily  had to  be isolated . T h eir  room s were 
changed for others in a  d istan t w ing of th e  build in g, and for tw e n ty  days
Mme H . C ------ did n ot leave the sick  room , fu ll o f a n x ie ty  abou t the
issue and lam enting th a t she w as in a  m ountain  resort, fa r  from  medical 
aid.

T h e  origin o f the infection  w as obscure. A ll  th a t  could  b e gathered 
was th a t a  niece o f th e hotel-keeper had died of scarlatin a  in A p ril, that 
the disinfection had been sum m ary, and th a t  tw o  oth er cases o f scarlatina 
had broken o u t in  the house in M ay.

A s soon as the child w as w ell M m e H . C------ lo st no tim e in leaving
the place.

She was led b y  circum stances to  go  to  L ausan ne, ab o u t th e 20th of 
A u gu st, to  the hotel B eau-site, on th e shore of th e  lak e . She there met
her friend M m e Ch------ , owner o f th e chateau  de B ossey, n ear Lausanne.
Its  beautifu l law ns exten d  to  L a k e  L em an . T h is  led to  her residence 
w ith  a  charm ing fam ily, and th e d a ys passed as p leasa n tly  as M me Fraya 
had foretold. T h e  m ass o f w ater in  M m e F r a y a ’s vision  w as n ot the sea, 
b u t th e lake.
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I  w ill now  give  some instances b y  which the reader can form an 
idea of the extrem e minuteness w ith which some percipients can 
cognize com ing even ts in  individual lives.

THE EXTERNAL SEQUENCE OF A LIFE

E x . 8.
D uring the autum n holidays of 1921, in the departm ent of Cher, I  

w as brought into relations w ith  Mme Jean Peyroutet, a person endowed 
w ith the fa cu lty  o f takin g para-norm al cognizance of individual lives, 
in (apparently) a  w aking state. A  fanciful handling of cards or looking 
a t the form s created b y  the w hite of an egg poured into a glass of water, 
are the m ethods she prefers for arousing her faculty. On September 8th, 
in the course o f a  sittin g in w hich I  was testing her powers, she told me 
th a t I should go to  P aris and live  there. I told her th at this allowed of 
an easy and sim ple test, and asked her to  describe m y future apartments 
there.

I had already decided to  establish m yself in Paris. I t  m atters little
w hether Mme Jeanne P ------ knew  this or not. W hat she could not know
was th at, a fter va in  seeking for more than a  year, I  had, in June, 1921, 
the prom ise of a house in th e R u e de Longcham p, occupied b y  an English 
lady, Mrs. W ., whose lease had expired tw o years before, but which she 
was inhabiting till the end of the moratorium.

In  Septem ber, therefore, I  w as aw aiting her vacation of the pre&u^S 
in January, 1922, and, tired of useless search, I held to  this expectation. 
In  order to  m ake the sequel fu lly  intelligible, I  should say that in July I 
had had an interview  w ith  Mrs. W . to  discuss a tem porary let of her house, 
furnished, w hile she w en t for six m onths to join her husband, who was 
an officer in the Indian  A rm y.

W ith  reference to  the experim ent, this was all th at was in m y thoughts 
on Septem ber 8th, 1921, ta k in g  "  th o u g h t"  in its accepted psychological
meaning.

A fter  havin g turned over a  pack  of cards, Mme J. P ------answered,
“  . . . you  w ill n ot be leavin g here a t once, there is an obstacle. There 
w ill be a  change of dom icile soon, b u t not im m ediately, and this will be 
to  your advantage, for there w ill be unexpected proposals.

“ Y o u  w ill n ot get the house you  are expecting. Some one must leave, 
and th a t w ill n ot ta k e  p lace a t once. . . .

“  W hen n ext in P aris you  w ill see som ething suitable, but not the house 
you are expecting. . . . T h e  lad y  there does not vacate it  yet. . . .  Is 
she ill ? . . . She w ants to  leave . . . she has to  cross the sea to  reach 
her destination ; she ought to  go . . . she will go, but not a t once . . . .  
B u t you w ill not get th a t house. . . . Change, b u t to  another house."

"  T hen  describe th e unexpected house."
" . . .  (after efforts) I  don’t  see it. W e will try  w ith white of egg on 

another d a y .”
On Septem ber 13 th  w e had another sittin g. M y m ental content as on

the 8th. M me J. P ------ threw  the raw  w hite of an egg into a glass of water
and looked hard in to  it . Then, in short phrases, w ith long intervals of 
silence, she s a id :

“  On yo u r approaching v is it  to  P aris you w ill be enlightened as to  
the house. . . . Som e people w ill look out on your account. . . . Y o u  
will get a  letter askin g you  to  go a t  once to  see it. . . .  A  signature will 
be needed. . . . T h e  house w ill be taken forthw ith. . . . Y o u  will have 
a  house w ith  trees in front, like a  sm all square or private garden. . . .  I 
see a  statu e there. I t  is a  detached house. . . .

"  T here are flowers round. . . .  I  see m uch iv y  . . . there are tw o
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entrance-doors, th e door does n ot open on th e  street, there is an iron gate 
first, th e house is approached b y  a  covered w a y . . . . Y o u  w ill not be far 
from  w ater . . . nor from  th e  B ois de B oulogn e. . . .  I should like to 
g ive  you  th e nam e of th e  street . . . (efforts to  get this) . . .  it won’t 
com e. I can see on ly  one letter, B  ; the nam e of th e street begins with B. 
B efore liv in g  in th is house you  w ill go to  th e  seaside w ith  a  lad y. . . .”

What came to pass.
On th e afternoon of Septem ber 15th , I  returned hom e and found a

you n g lad y, Mile FI------ , la te ly  com e on a  h olid ay, visitin g  us. The
conversation in progress caused her to  greet m e w ith  th e  w ords :

“  W e were speaking of m arriage, D octor, and I w as sa yin g  how difficult 
it  is now to  find a  husband.”

** N o t so d ifficult,”  I  said, "  as to  find a  house in  P a r is .”
Such was the little  incident w hich steered even ts to  the complete 

realization of Mme P ------ ’s prediction.
A  conversation ensued, w hich inform ed M ile Suzanne FI------  of my

intention to  take up m y abode in P aris and th e d ifficu lty  of finding a 
house.

She spoke of the m atter th a t even ing to  her uncle, a  distinguished 
Parisian genealogist, w ho a t once placed a t  m y  disposal his influence 
w ith  agents. H e w rote to  such of his relations as m igh t be expected to 
help in the m atter, b u t the answers received w ere a ll o f th e sam e kind—
regrets, nothing now vacan t, and none in prospect. M. FI------ returned
to  Paris prom ising to  keep in touch w ith the agents.

O n O ctober 8th, I  received the follow ing letter from  him  :

"  Dear Doctor,
*' One of the agents I  applied to  indicates som e prem ises in the 

R u e Boulainvillers, on the side of the Chaussee de la  M uette, occupied 
b y  Mme D ., livin g a t Lorient.

”  Mme D . w as thinking of livin g a ltogether in P aris, b u t has decided 
to  rem ain a t L orient. A  few  d ays ago she applied to  th e agen t to  find her 
a  tenant. T h is is to  let you know  th a t th e p ro p erty  is availab le . Apart 
from the question w hether th a t part o f P aris w ill su it you , I th in k that 
this is the rara avis you will do w ell to  snatch a t .”

** On the gth  I was in Paris, and w en t to  see th e  house. I t  suited me, 
and I thought it  b etter to  close w ith  th a t than  to  w a it for th e other. I 
a t  once notified m y willingness to  take over th e lease.”

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN,

Censorship.
A ll the indications given me on Septem ber 13th  b y  M m e Jeanne P ------

were found correct. I  p u t the predictions and th eir verification  in 
parallel columns.

On you r approaching vis it to  
P aris you  will be enlightened as to  
the house.

Som e people w ill look ou t on 
your account.

Y o u  w ill get a  letter asking you  
to  go a t  once to  see it.
§:■  A  signature w ill b e needed, and 
the house w ill be taken forthw ith.

I used to  go  to  P aris ev ery  month, 
and sta yed  there a  w hile. I t  was on 
m y  n e x t v is it  th a t  I  received the 
assurance o f th e  lodging I had been 
v a in ly  seeking.

I received  th is assistance.

Such  a  letter, g iven  above, was 
sen t m e b y  M. FI—— .

So it  w as.
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Y o u  w ill ta k e  a  house w ith  trees 

in front, like a  sm all square or 
private garden.

I  see a  statu e there.

I t  is a  detached house.
There are flowers round it.

I  see m uch iv y .

There are tw o entrance doors, the 
door does n ot open on th e street; 
there is an iron ga te  f ir s t ; the house 
is approached b y  a  covered w ay.

Y o u  w ill n o t be fa r  from  w ater, 
nor from th e B ois de B oulogne.

T h e nam e of the street begins 
w ith “  B .”

B efore livin g  in  th is house you 
will go to  the seaside w ith  a  lady.

E x . 9.

I  had asked M. FI------ for a house
or a flat, preferably the latter. T h e 
house offered is embellished w ith a 
sm all garden planted w ith trees.

In  front of the house on the 
garden side there is a statue.

T h e house touches no other.
I t  is surrounded with garden-beds 

th a t have been, and will be, planted 
w ith flowers.

T h e palings on the side of the 
street are garnished w ith iv y . The 
walls of the adjoining houses have 
iv y  up to  their third storey.

T h e house stands back from the 
street and is separated from it b y  
an iron paling in which there is a 
gate. A  glazed covered w ay extends 
from this gate to the house-door.

T h e house is about 500 yards 
from the Seine and about 900 from 
the Bois. The description would 
apply to  only about one-thirtieth 
of the Paris area.

There are approxim ately 5,700^ 
streets in Paris, 37 in this district, 
th a t begin with B .

On October 20th, for final signa
ture and to settle about the contents
of the house, I had to visit M ine----
a t  Lorient. One of m y sisters-in-law, 
who had arranged preliminaries, 
w ent w ith me.

A fter  the a b ove facts had enlghtened me on the quality and mode of
the fa cu lty  possessed b y  M me Jeanne P ------ , I  continued to  test this in
a  long series o f experim ents. Besides those instituted for several purposes 
I caused her to  predict th e sequences of m y own life in stances held a t 
such short in tervals th a t no im portant even t would be omitted if her 
fa cu lty  were rea lly  capable o f passing nothing b y  unannounced. A t  the 
tim e of w riting these lines th e trials h ave covered ten months, and during 
this period a ll events, how ever sm all, have been predicted : and b y  “  small 
events ”  I do n ot m ean th e acts and occurences th at are repeated daily, 
b u t those w hich d iversify  th e uniform ity of a  life— a letter producing 
unusual pleasure or annoyance, the v is it o f a friend not seen for a  long 
while, a  little  unexpected  trip, a  little  plan given up or changed, etc. 
I  here g iv e  som e o f these predictions and their realization.

N ovem ber 26th, 1920. "  I  see the 
letter ‘ L . ’ T h ere is som eone in your 
fam ily  whose nam e begins w ith  L , 
w ho a t  the present m om ent is on a 
journey.

On N ovem ber 26th m y brother- 
in-law, M. Lucien G., disembarked 
from  Morocco, where he had been 
for five months, intending to  sta y  
three years. . . .
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“  H e is on the sea. I  see him  a t  sea. 

H e brings you  som ething. . . .  I t  
is rath er bright, i t  is curious, there 
are different sorts. H e  w ill say, ‘ I  
w ished to  bring you  som ething else 
b u t could n ot find an yth in g.’ H e 
w ill h a v e  th o u gh t ab ou t it. Oh, 
h e has ju s t reached Fran ce ! th e 
jou rn ey is past. Y o u  are going to  
change yo u r house ; L . a ls o : b oth  
changes are n early  a t  the sam e 
tim e.”

N ovem ber 30th. “  Y o u r tw o sons 
w ho are a t  school w ill go for the 
C hristm as holidays into the country, 
near you . One of them  will have no 
luck, he w ill pass his vacation  
ly in g  down. . . .  I t  w ill n ot be 
serious.”

Decem ber 2nd. ** Y o u  w ill soon 
have a  dog.”

M arch 3 1st. "  H a ve  you n ot got 
the dog y e t  ? Y o u  w ill soon have 
one.”

D u rin g th e d a ys  follow ing his 
return  he d istributed  in his fam ily 
leath er cushions o f n ativ e  w ork of 
several kinds, som e of them  covered 
w ith  b rig h t ornam ent. H e said, 
“  T hese are n ot w h a t I thought to 
brin g yo u . I  intended to  go to 
M arrakesh, b u t m y  hurried depar
tu re preven ted  m y doing so.

O n th e 25th o f Jan u a ry  we moved 
from  th e  co u n try  to  Paris. M. 
L ucien  G . chan ged from  Paris to 
th e coun try.

A t  th a t  tim e I  th o u gh t to be in 
P aris before C hristm as, b u t circum
stances preven ted  this.

M y tw o sons cam e for their 
holidays to  C her, and arrived in 
good health.

D ecem ber 24th. B o th  were 
strong b oys and had  n ever been ill. 
O n th e 26th th e elder said th a t his 
leg  h u rt him . A  boil developed, 
and was a t  on ce atten d ed  to. On 
th e 27th  i t  h ad  becom e a  large 
carbuncle. O n  th e  28th it  was 
surrounded b y  lym phangitis, and 
on th e 29th a  pain fu l subcutaneous 
sw elling m ade an  incision under 
anaesthetic necessary. T h e  boy 
passed his h olid ays ly in g  down.

I had n o t had a  dog for fifteen 
years. N oth in g seem ed m ore un
lik e ly  than  th a t  I  should g e t a  dog 
ju st w hen I  w as inten din g to  live in 
Paris.

A p ril n t h .  D u rin g cold rain a 
passer b y  ran g th e  bell, and said, 
“ Y o u  should ta k e  in you r little 
dog, w hich is sh iverin g w ith  cold in 
the garden. I t  is sad to  see.”

T h e  parlourm aid w en t into the 
garden, and saw  th ere a  little  black 
terrier, w hich had com e in to  the 
garden through th e  palings. Her 
collar bore th e  w o r d s : “  Burnel. 
C am p B oism o n t.”  W e too k  in the 
little  anim al, m eaning to  inform  its 
m aster, b u t no one could sa y  where 
B oism on t C am p m igh t be. The 
children begged th a t  th e  little 
creature should b e  adopted. I 
allow ed th is a fter  a  good deal of 
resistance.
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A pril 14th. “  T h ere is som ething 

new in you r h o u s e ; h ave you  a 
lodger ? I should be surprised if it  
is not an anim al— a dog. T here is a 
secret abou t i t  . . .  i t  has not been 
given, nor bought. O ne w ould say  
that it  has been found. I t  is h ap p y 
with you. I  say  ' a  dog,' b u t it  is a 
bitch I She is delicate and affec
tionate. D o n ’t  le t her go out. Y o u  
don’t  know her nam e. Y o u  should 
:all her F in e tte . ' 1

A pril 24th. ‘ W h y  ! Y o u r  little  
dog is ill, v e ry  i l l ."

M ay 2nd. "  T h e  little  dog is 
much b ette r."

M ay 13th. “  Surely  th e dog has 
not been stolen ? I  don’t  see her 
any more. I  th in k  th e poor little  
thing has been sto len ."

T h e little  dog received her m eta
psychic baptism  the same evening, 
and was called F inette. N ot 
answering to  any other of the names 
w e tried, she responded to  th a t one 
readily.

W as th a t her name ?

Since the 22nd the little animal 
had lost appetite and showed 
sym ptom s of enteritis.

F in ette  seemed quite cured.

O n M ay n t h  Finette went out 
as usual through the backdoor set 
a ja r  for her. She was never seen 
again.

T h e reader should com pare this perception of small circum
stances of life  b y  a  percipient such as Mme. Peyroutet, with those 
described b y  such as Fleuriere. H e w ill then have a good idea 
of these tw o extrem e ty p e s  of m etagnom ic facu lty  both as to their 
extent and penetration. U sing each sim ultaneously on the same 
personality is like using a lternately  the low and the high power 
of a  microscope. T h e  low-powered object-glass gives the biologist 
a large field, b u t on ly  leading structures, as Mme. de Fleuriere 
gives to  th e p sy c h o lo g ist; w hile the high power gives a much 
more restricted field, b u t revea ls  the smallest details. This 
difference in cogn itive cap acity  in the same faculty of hyper
cognition gives an acu te observer m uch to  think over.

T h e foregoing specim ens show  w hat m ay be expected from 
percipients when th eir facu lties are directed to  persons presented 
to  them  : and because each percipient’s special faculty is always 
ready to  com e into  action, m etagnom y w ith  a  human personality 
as its  objective is fru itfu l o f experim ental results.

T h e experim ental conditions w hich obtain when some person 
is placed in relation w ith  a  m etagnom ic subject and supernormal 
indications result, is continually  taking place in ordinary life. 
In  presence o f persons w ho approach them , the subjects remain 
m erely receptive. T h e y  do n ot take analytic  cognizance of them, 
but receive a  notion synthesized in a  feeling, and often some 
circum stantial inform ation. T h e y  are conscious of w hat comes to

1 Needless to say that with this percipient, as with any other that I have 
used, I have always written down the words said, without ever answering any 
question, and without furnishing any indication, whether before or after, which 
would have caused subsequent sittings to lose all value.
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th em  in  th is  w a y  and retain  it  as if  i t  cam e to  them  in  the ordinary 
process o f th o u gh t.

O ccasion ally  th is  spontaneous m etagnom ic inform ation deals 
w ith  tr iv ia l even ts o f v e ry  slight im portance in th e lives con
cerned ; th e  percipient m entions these or suppresses them  accord
in g  to  his ow n judgm ent o f th e  persons and th e nature of the 
even t perceived . In  other cases th e  inform ation  provoked by 
th e  approach  o f som e v e ry  serious circum stance springs up 
w ith  such vehem ence th a t it  takes th e  form  of a  hallucinatory 
im pression and produces such strong em otions th a t it  cannot be 
suppressed.

II. T he H uman Person Cognized is D istant in Space 
from the Percipient

In  our experiences o f the strange fa c t of m etagnom y, everything 
runs counter to  our ordinary ideas o f cognition. W e are amazed 
b y  th e power o f foretelling th ings th a t can not before seen by 
reason, and now  w e are faced w ith  fa c ts  th a t show  th e same power 
o f m etagnom ic penetration even w hen th e hum an ob ject of per
ception  is d istant in space from  the percipient.

I t  m atters little  th a t this is inexplicable to  us. I t  is a  fact that 
can  be verified experim entally and a t w ill, ju st as in  th e case when 
th e  person delineated is p re se n t: and th is  fa c t is the prime 
consideration for every  truth-seeking m ind, and supersedes all 
other considerations. T h e  general functional processus o f meta
gnom ic fa cu lty  and of its  o u tp ut is th e sam e w hether exercised 
on a  present or an absent person, as w ill be seen b y  the examples 
g iv e n ; b u t when applied to  one a t a  distance som e special con
ditions m ust be supplied, and I describe these w ith o u t insisting 
on them  further, because I shall analyse them  in  later chapters.

In  order th a t a  m etagnom ic sub ject should be able to  delineate 
some distant person he m ust be g iven  som e know ledge possessed 
b y  the experim enter (m ental link) ; or som ething belonging to 
or touched b y  th e person (physical link). A t  present it  is only 
necessary to  m ention th is e sse n tia l; w e shall see la ter  how these 
enable the su b ject to  localize their fa c u lty  on a  hum an being.

E x . I . Metagnomic delineation proceeding partly on a weak 
mental link, partly on a weak physical link.

Circum stances and conditions.
In  M ay, 1922, M. G erm ain D . g a v e  m e a  le tte r  from  his friend, 

M. A ugustin  F .-M ., w ith  the purpose o f ve rify in g  w h a t could b e obtained 
b y  w a y  of inform ation on th e life  o f th e  la tte r  w ith  w hich he was very 
fu lly  acquainted.

O n M ay 23rd I profited b y  th is o p p o rtu n ity  to  d iscover w hether the 
fa cu lty  possessed b y  M m e J. P ey ro u tet o f perceivin g m inor approaching
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events in a  life w ould be com petent to delineate the main outlines already 
past.

I knew  th a t the letter was from  M. Augustin F.-M ., and was aware 
of his name, his profession, and place of abode.

Mme P eyrou tet w as ignorant o f his existence. H e had been living for 
a long while in a d istan t colony.

On the d a y  of th e experim ent, M. Germain D. was in Paris, about 
three and a half m iles from where we were, and M. Augustin F.-M. was 
in Indo-China.

A t Mme P ey ro u tet’s request, the letter was placed in the middle of 
the table. She did n ot touch it till tow ards the end of the sitting. A t  
first she spoke w hile m anipulating c a r d s ; subsequently she looked at 
some w hite o f egg th a t she had poured into a glass of water at the begin
ning of the sittin g. F in a lly  she took the letter, turning it about in her 
hands.

She has found th a t she gets her notions of the moral state and general 
course of life b y  the fa ll of the cards, and the forms, aspects of places, 
things and people from  the glass of water.

I t  is of psychological interest to  note th a t her metagnomic perceptions 
arrive b y  fits and starts, in unconnected phrases, without any co-ordinat
ing idea. In  one she w ill speak of the character, in another of the illness 
of a  ch ild ; another speaks o f a  voyage, etc. etc., reverting b y  comple
m entary phrases till she has accum ulated enlightening m atter in the chaos 
of her words. In  g iv in g the exam ple I shall rearrange these chaotic 
phrases according to  the m atters on which th ey bear. W ith this percipient 
it  is necessary to  do this.

The words of M m e Peyroutet.
“  T his is abou t a  gentlem an. I th in k  he is very  dark . . .  or rather his 

hair is of tw o co lo u rs; i t  is gettin g grey, grey and dark. . . .  He holds 
himself v e ry  upright . . .  a  good carriage.

“  H e is rath er nervous, lively , whim sical, good-hearted, but changeable 
in mood. N o t avaricious, b u t v e ry  orderly. Methodical. Rather 
d ictatorial. N o t a lw ays easy  to  get on w ith. Strong-willed. N ot proud. 
H e is a m an w ho has m ade his own position.

" W h a t  an adven turous life. M any travels.
"  H is m other w as widow ed when he was quite young, and soon after 

there were several w idow s am ong his near relations.
"  H e had a  m istress w ho affected his life deeply. She spent much of his 

money. . . . H e seem s to  h a ve  speculated, and owed money. W hile 
still youn g he w as threatened b y  the law, w ith imprisonment. H e had 
money lent him . . . . H e le ft the cou n try  when young, of his own accord.
. . . H e has passed through m uch trouble . . . has had to do much work 
before succeeding. H e has striven, and not alw ays been lucky. . . . 
W hat troubles, w h a t surprises, changes and chances.

“ A  death  o f som e one, a  sudden death  of a  near relation, b y  apoplexy. 
H e seems to  be m arried now, and has recently lost a  child.

" H e  has a  kind of adm in istrative post, travels, engaged in enterprises; 
he is associated w ith  other men of business.

"  I t  is v e ry  fa r  from  P a r is ; I should n ot like to  have to  w alk there. H e 
is living in a  tow n, a  litt le  outside i t  . . . there is w hat looks like a  river 
— w ater round it. A n  isolated house standing b y  itself.

"  H e often takes a  b o a t ; he seems to  have a  little  boat of his own.
'* H e has to  do w ith  products from  the ground.
"  N ow  th e whole surroundings change, I do not see m any houses n o w ; 

those th a t are there, are b u ilt on pillars.
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"  H e is th in kin g o f ge ttin g  m arried, as i f  h e w ere going to  m arry his 
m istress. A  little  child  is p la y in g  there.

“  H e  is th in kin g o f returnin g to  F ra n ce . I  th in k  he m eans to buy a 
house near P aris.

**O n his jo u rn ey  he w ill be ill, lik e ly  to  d ie ."

C en so rsh ip .
T h e  record o f th is sittin g  w as com m unicated  to  M. Germ ain D ., who 

w as surprised a t  th e  accu racy  o f th e in form ation  as fa r  as he knew the 
facts.

T h e  h isto ry  o f his friend ’s life  is as follows, in brief :
W h en  ab o u t eighteen he w as enam oured o f a  yo u n g wom an, and the 

need of m on ey led to  m alversation  of funds th a t  led to  a  th reat of legal 
proceedings, from  w hich he w as saved  b y  th e help o f a  friend.

R esolved  to  exp iate  his m isconduct, he enlisted in th e  colonial infantry, 
and w hen h is tim e had expired  he settled  in  th e colony.

H is p lace in a  large carry in g com pany w as precarious, b u t his activity  
and intelligence in subordinate duties led in th e end, a fter  much hard 
w ork, to  an assistant m anagership, and then to  being m anager.

H e  is a  m an of fifty-tw o, his hair is brow n and  ge ttin g  grey. H e has 
becom e a  person o f som e im portance in th e colon y. H e travels much 
and has a  steam  launch.

L iv in g  in th e m aritim e tow n  w here th e principal offices o f his Company 
are situated , he has often  to  go in to  th e  interior, to  th e rice-fields and 
plantations, where th e n ativ e  houses are b u ilt on piles.

H e is, in fa ct, anxious to  return  to  F ran ce, and rest a fter th irty  years 
o f hard w ork in a  tropical clim ate.

T h e m arriage w ith  a m istress is a  possib ility . H e has lived  long with 
a  wom an of th e country, b y  whom  h e has had tw o  children. One died 
tw o years since.

A s  to  th e vo y a g e  to  F ran ce and a  serious illness on th e  w ay, th at is 
a  prem onition still to  b e verified.

E x . 2. Metagnomic delineation o f a distant person, weak mental 
link.

Circum stances and conditions.
In  M ay, 1922, I  tried a  num ber o f experim ents w ith  M m e Peyroutet, 

w ith  th e intention  of d iscovering how m uch and w h a t kind of knowledge 
in th e experim enter o f the person to  be described is necessary to start 
th e m etagnom ic fa cu lty  in to  useful action.

M. and M m e G erm ain D . suggested to  m e th eir in tim ate  friend Mme F., 
o f whose stron gly  characterized  p a st v e ry  few  persons had a n y  knowledge, 
and who, for th is reason, w ould certa in ly  authorize publication , provided 
her nam e were suppressed, a  condition th a t  I  here com p ly  w ith .

O n M a y 12th, pen in  hand, I p u t M m e P e y ro u te t th e  single question, 
" P le a s e  g iv e  me th e outline o f the life  o f th e person of w hom  I am  th in kin g."

I  had m et M m e F . for a  few  m om ents a t  th e  house o f m utual friends. 
I  knew  v a g u ely  th a t she had recen tly  m ade an  un expected  m arriage and 
th a t her p a st life  w as characterized  b y  even ts w hich  If revealed  b y  meta- 
gnom y w ould exclude a n y  p o ssib ility  o f m ere coincidence.

The words o f  the p ercip ien t (rearranged as before).
T h is  is a  w om an w ith  auburn  hair, good-looking, decidedly good- 

looking. I  th ic k  her fran k  and sincere, b u t she kn ow s how  to  b e  otherwise 
on occasion. She is g a y , am iable, sym p ath etic, rath er depressed some
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times, and then exub eran t . . | she is liable to  these ups and downs, as 
if there were tw o natures in her.

She has a  strong w ill . . . a lthough nervous, she can control herself. 
She is conscious of the N orth.

She is fond of music, gaiety, b u t of w ork too. H er past has been cloudy, 
there are things in i t  th a t are n ot clear. . . .  I think she was illegitimate, 
there was some secret abou t her birth  . . . some personage is concerned 
. . . could he h ave been her father ? H er father seems to  have been a 
well-known personage, and im portant person.

There is a  widow  . . . her m other was a widow when her daughter 
was born. She w as attended b y  a  v e ry  few persons. I t  was a  difficult 
b ir th ; there w as a  doctor and a priest. H er m other had tw o other chil
dren. She w as a  ligh t wom an, had lovers . . . not worth much . . .  is 
still coquettish and does not trouble herself to  see her daughter.

T he poor child lived  a w ay  from  her mother. W hat changes and 
travels. I  see her w ith  a  w icked wom an. She m ust have gone abroad 
when quite young. . . . T here is a  wom an near her who has been in 
prison. O h ! T h efts  and im prisonm ent— w hat surroundings ? She 
has been beaten and roughly treated. N o worse people could be found 
than those am ong whom  she grew  u p ; th ey were capable of anything, 
would have m ade her a  lost wom an. H app ily  the child had an honest 
nature. She has w ep t m uch. M any changes from one town to another.

H er m other cam e b ack  to  her. T h ey  wrote to  each other and met 
about her m arriage. H er m other w ill m ake a  little  revelation before 
she dies. T h e you n g w om an is m arried now and very happy. Her 
husband is good and clever . . .  he seems to  be a chief over others . . . 
he wears a  uniform  and is m uch a t sea— has travelled much and will 
travel more.

Censorship.
T he foregoing w as read to  M. and Mme Germain D . on the evening of 

the 12th  M ay. I subjoin a  sum m ary of the story they told me.
She was born in Paris, a t  th e house o f a  midwife, where her mother, 

more than a  y ea r w idow ed, g a v e  b irth  to  her secretly. W hether the 
birth  necessitated a  doctor and a priest is still the m other’s secret, as 
also the id en tity  o f th e father. T h e m other is still living.

O n her recovery, th e m other resum ed her life in good society in a 
country tow n, leavin g her child w ith  the m idwife on annual payments. 
T he child w as four years old w hen the daughter of the midwife took her 
aw ay to  live  w ith  her in T u rk e y. A  bad woman and bad surroundings.

Tow ards her ten th  year, th e girl passed into the hands of another 
person, w ho took  her to  E ngland. T h is wom an taught her to steal, got 
all she could o u t of her and used to  b eat her when the child resisted.

W hen in her th irteen th  y ea r  she returned to France, the mother 
confided her to  a  wom an com p aratively  better than the others, who 
m erely go t a ll she could from  th e m other under threats of revealing her 
secret.

H avin g grown into  a  beau tifu l girl, she becam e a  nurse during the 
w a r ; she attracted  the notice o f a  n aval officer in hospital, who 
married her, and w as glad to  m ake her forget the miseries of her past, 
which w as told  to  him.

T he m other saw  her daughter on the occasion of her marriage. W hen 
I w ent to  M me P ey ro u tet I w as en tirely  ignorant of all these facts. M. and 
Mme G. knew  them , b u t had never been brought into contact w ith the 
percipient. I t  w ill be readily  understood th a t these were secrets not 
often spoken of.
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E x . 3. Metagnomic delineation o f an episode in the life of a 
distant person ; the percipient working on a mental link.

Circum stances and conditions.

M ile M athilde V . and M. R a o u l B .,  aged tw e n ty  and twenty-five 
years, had been engaged tw o yea rs and w ere to  b e m arried in July, 1922.

In  M arch, 1922, the m an w rote to  the fa th er o f th e girl, th a t it  would 
b e to  his daughter's happiness th a t th e  m arriage should n ot take place. 
T h e  letter g a v e  no reason. T h is a b ru p t and u n expected  change, coming 
from  a  you n g m an w ho w as usu ally  courteous, v e ry  polite, and rather 
tim id, astonished them  all. T h e y  w ere stupefied and could not under
stan d it.

I  learn t o f this rupture alm ost a t  once from  a  m em ber o f the family 
and th is seem ed a  favourable occasion to  te s t th e  m etagnom ic faculty 
when on ly  a  m ental link was availab le .

C ond ition s o f  the experim ent.

M y m ental conten t w as th a t ju s t described ; and I  m a y  add that I 
knew  the fam ilies interested v e ry  superficially.

A t  the tim e M. and Mme V . w ere in P aris  w ith  th eir  daughter. They 
had read the letter from  th e you n g m an, and another from  his father 
(of w hich I  was, o f course, ignorant) answ ering v a g u e ly  a  request to be 
enlightened.

M. and Mme B . were 180 miles d istan t from  P aris, and knew  the motives 
for breaking off th e engagem ent, since th e y  w ere concerned in them.

Mme P eyrou tet w as practising in P aris and  d id  n ot know  even of the 
existence of the six  persons concerned. A ll  th a t  w as said to  her was—  
I  am  thinking of a youn g girl, speak of her present life.

W ords o f  the percipien t.

T h is is a  fair girl— no, dark. She 
w as engaged. T here is a  rupture, a  
breaking off . . . q u ite  un ex
pected, like a  lightning stroke.

T here was a  betrothal dinner. 
T h e  rin g w as given . T h e m arriage 
w as close a t  hand.

I t  is her first disappointm ent.

A h , now the youn g m an a p p e a rs! 
H e is o f a  fair com plexion.

H e has n ot done his m ilitary  
service.

H e has broken i t  off. H e has 
caused it . A  letter has com e from  
him  n ot long since.

H e seems distracted and nervous 
ju st now. H e  loved th e girl. H e 
is n ot bad a t  th e bottom .

H e does n ot liv e  in Paris. I  see 
him  in the cou n try  som etim es.

C en so rsh ip .

C orrect.

T h is  to o k  p lace in 1921. The 
m arriage w as fixed  for J u ly , 1922.

A g ed  tw e n ty . F irs t  love and 
first disillusion.

H e  w as b lond ; his fiancee being 
d a rk  lik e  a  creole. H e  was dis
charged for con stitu tion al delicacy.

C orrect. T h e  le tte r  had come 
less th an  ten  d a ys  before the sitting.

U n verifiab le, b u t like ly . He 
seem ed good and kind.

T h e  fa m ily  lives  in th e c o u n try ; 
th e  yo u n g m an  cam e to  Paris to 
s tu d y .
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H e had an operation n ot long 

ago.
A t  this m om ent he is w ith  his 

parents in th e coun try. T h e y  live  
in the country.

There h a ve  been discussions be
tween them .

T h ey  are false, and difficult 
people, of d ark  com plexions, one 
especially. T h e m other is despotic.

There is w ater near th e house.

T h e parents know  everything.

They^ d ictated  the youn g m an’s 
letter.

T he parents h ave been asked for 
an explanation. T h e y  h ave given  
reasons th a t do n ot exist. T h e y  
have spoken of reasons of health.

There are m an y m otives. T h e 
parents thought there w as not 
enough m oney, though th e youn g 
lad y haul some.

B u t there is a  m istress and her 
child behind a ll this. T h is  wom an 
seems to  h a ve  sworn to  k ill the 
young man or to  do som ething 
serious. H e is tim id ; on th e one 
side, he is influenced b y  his parents, 
and on the other b y  his m istress, 
who is a  bad wom an. H  is vexed , 
and w ill be sorry.

T h e youn g la d y  has nothing to  
regret. She w ill m arry later on, and 
better.

T h e episode is closed.
She w ill soon lea ve  P aris. T h ey  

will take her a w a y  som ewhere, a  
long w a y  off.

Operated on for appendicitis, 
January, 1922, in a  Paris clinic.

H e had left Paris and was con
valescing w ith his parents in the 
country.

Unverifiable.

Intentionally unanswered.
T h e m other is dark and unques

tion ably the head of the fam ily.
A  river flows at the end of the 

garden.
T h is is m orally certain, the young 

man being very  submissive.
Unverifiable, b u t likely.

Correct.

Unverifiable, b u t very probable.

T h e m otives th at the parents 
m ay have had are unverifiable. 
W hen I  read the tenor of the 
message to  M. V ., three days after 
th e  sitting, he s a id : "  T h at is 
rea lly  curious; up to  the present 
we have found out nothing explan
ato ry. T his morning, m y partner 
said : * D o you know m y wife’s
m aid, who comes from the same 
p a rt o f the country as your son-in- 
law  th a t was to  be, received the 
news of the rupture ? ’ She sa id :
' H ow  glad I  am , for the young 
la d y ’s sake. I  did not dare say 
anythin g before, b u t now I can tell 
you  th a t M. R aoul B . has had 
M ile X . as his mistress all the time 
he has been engaged. I know her, 
and she has had a  child b y  him .’ ”  

Mr. V . did not verify  this, as he 
took  no further interest in the 
affair.

" A t  the end of March her parents 
w ill take her on a  trip  in N orth 
A frica, for change of scene."
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E x .  4 .  R e c o n s t i t u t io n  o f  a n  e p is o d e  i n  a  l i f e  o bta in ed  by the 

p e r c i p ie n t  th r o u g h  th e  to u c h  o f  a n  o b je c t  b e lo n g in g  to the person 
c o n c e r n e d .

C ir c u m s ta n c e  a n d  c o n d itio n s  o f  the s ta n c e .

On April 12th, 1916, m y friend, M. Louis Mirault, happened to hear 
a refugee from the invaded provinces, whom he met at the house of 
M. G. Bd., of Strasburg, express his fear as to certain bonds that he had 
hidden in a wall, when the Germans were approaching. Being due for 
a stance with Mme Morel a few hours later, he asked the man to give him 
something of his, as he m ight be able to give him news of his papers. 
Quite astounded at such a proposition the refugee allowed him to take 
the little knot of ribbon from the interior of his hatband.

A t the end of the stance (which concerned other things), M. Mirault 
placed the tiny piece of ribbon in the hands of Mme Morel in her hypnotic 
state, and to shorten the time and not to fatigue the subject, said : “ The 
person to whom this thing belongs.left his house some hours before the 
arrival of the Germans. See w hat has happened for him since.”

The percipient gave his exact description (which I omit), and said :
"  W hat big hands he has ! enormous, like no one else. I see him much 

disturbed. . . He goes down into a cellar b y  a stone stair . . .  he goes 
down seventeen or eighteen steps. H e is carrying a packet containing 
valuables, and a little pot containing gold. . . .  He lights a candle, 
displaces some em pty kegs and pieces of wood. . . . He digs at the foot 
of the wall in some yellowish sand, and then into the wall itself, and puts 
the packet and the little pot into the hole . . . closes up the masonry, 
levels the soil and replaces the barrels and the wood. . . .  He hears a 
noise . . . blows out his candle. . . . The noise ceases . . .  he relights 
his candle . . . leaves cellar and comes up the stair with staring eyes 
and an evil face, like some one who has done a bad action. . .

"  W hat has become of the gold and the papers ? ”
** I see, some time later, but before this present time, wrinkled hands 

seeking and finding, displacing all th at . . . but . . . surprising. . . . 
I see also, later . . . the man who hid the things quite happy, in posses
sion of all . . . yes, a ll.”

C e n so r s h ip .

Some hours later, M. Mirault, in presence of his friend, M. G., read 
these lines to the refugee, who was stupefied and revealed what, except 
for these circumstances, he would have told to no one.

The scene described by Mme Morel was exact. The stair has seventeen 
steps, the sand at foot of the wall is yellowish, the bonds were in a packet, 
and he had put the gold, not in a pot, but in a little round iron saucepan. 
He had been frightened by a noise, had put out the candle and relighted 
it. As to the ferocious looks when he went up the stairs, this, he said, 
was probably true— the noise he had heard had irritated him, and he 
said, "  If I had met anyone on the stairs I would have strangled him.”

A t this moment M. Mirault looked for the first time at the man’s hands; 
they were extraordinarily big, with thick fingers such as he had never 
seen before.

M. Mirault heard from his friend that this man was violent and liable 
to terrible fits of anger.

A fter the armistice, a letter from the refugee told him that the cellar 
had certainly been searched, but, he thought, not the wall, for he found 
the packet and the money exactly  as he had hidden them.
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E x .  5 . D e lin e a t io n  o f  a n  e p is o d e  in  the l i fe  o f  two p e r so n s , one  
a b sen t a n d  th e oth er p r e s e n t to th e p e r c ip ie n t .

In 1916 Count X. left for South America with a power-of-attorney 
from his wife authorizing him to sell her property.

For two years the Countess, who had remained in France, heard from 
her husband regularly. He said that he was unexpectedly detained by 
the difficulties in the transactions. But from January, 1918, the letters 
ceased, and the silence produced anxiety in the first place, and then 
apprehension. Dreading some great misfortune, Mme de X. desired to 
try what metagnomy would reveal. She was taken to Mme Morel, into 
whose hands, under hypnosis, she gave a letter from her husband asking 
what could be told of his health.

The percipient said, “  I see this person, a rather tall gentleman, big, 
getting grey, hair nearly white. . . .  He is married to you . . . you 
are uneasy about him . . . there is no need to be . . .  he is quite well.

"  Please tell me where he is now.*'
"  Not far off, I see him in this town, in Paris. . . . "
Mme de X. wished to hear no more. She had the percipient awakened, 

saying she could get nothing from her.
Eight days later Mme de X. tried again, with another letter of more 

recent date, which she thought might improve conditions.
Mme Morel still said, "  I tell you that this gentleman is in this town. 

He has been far away, beyond sea, but has returned some time ago.
I repeat, he is here."

Mme de X., without experience of metagnomic subjects, thought this 
must be wrong and asked no more. She cabled to one of her family in 
South America, and received the reply that the Count had left for France 
some months before.

Much astonished, she made inquiries and learned that her husband 
was living in Paris at a certain address and under conditions exactly 
described. Very much hurt, she began proceedings for a separation, 
employing Mr. Ch. as her lawyer.

The suit remained unheard for two years for lack of written or tangible
evidence.

During this time, Count X ., quite at ease as to the lawsuit, enjoyed a 
luxurious life on the proceeds of the joint income, allotting to his wife, who 
refused to live with him, a relatively small sum.

Mr. Ch. advised his client to abandon a suit which could lead to nothing, 
and could not understand her obstinacy in keeping open pleas that could 
end in nothing.

The distinguished lawyer did not know that his client’s motive was 
not only wounded pride. Having become over-confident in the accuracy 
of Mme Morel's visions, she took counsel from her metagnomic faculty 
every week, and always received the prediction :

"  You will win your suit . . .  it may take some time, but you will 
certainly regain your property w'hen you are free, for judgment will 
be given in your favour. . . . A t the last moment, when all seems lost, 
proofs of your husband's infidelity will be brought to you . . .  a packet 
of letters, by a woman ; like a servant. You will do nothing towards 
getting them, they will be brought to you."

Weeks followed without the prediction being realized. Mme de X . 
lost hope. Her husband was so sure that the suit must fail that he 
returned to South America on his own business. During this voyage 
things took an entirely different turn.
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Besides the conjugal residence, Count X . had a second establishment, 
where, before and after his marriage, he had a mistress. This woman 
disappeared from his life, but he kept on the rooms and the servant who 
cleaned them. During her m aster’s absence she ferreted in the furniture 
and found a bundle of letters w ritten by the Count to his mistress fifteen 
years before. She thought to m ake a profit out of these, took them to 
the Countess, saying, *' I know that you cannot succeed in your suit, and 
here are some letters th at will be useful to you ."

Mme de X . and her law yer looked through the letters, which contained 
more than was needed to convince the judge of the husband’s dereliction. 
T he suit was pressed, and ended with a judicial separation. Count X. 
was amazed at the unexpected issue. He had no recollection of the old 
letters, which he thought had been destroyed long ago. He was, on that 
d ay  at least, a chivalrous gamester. He went to Mme Morel and said, 
i‘ W ithout intending it you have been m y mortal enemy. You have 
ruined me ; but all the same, I congratulate you .”

T o  p i l e  u p  in s t a n c e s  w o u l d  s e r v e  n o  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p u rp o s e . 
T h o s e  t h a t  I  h a v e  q u o t e d  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s h o w  t h a t  m e ta g n o m y  
c a n  p e n e t r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s  f a r  o r  n e a r ,  p r o v i d e d  o n l y  t h a t  in  
t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  p e r s o n a l  b e l o n g in g  o r  s om e  
k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  to  
e n a b le  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  t o  l o c a l i z e  p a r a - n o r m a l  t h e  f a c u  t y  u p o n  th e  
p e r s o n .

F r o m  o n e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h e r e  m a y  b e  l e g i t i m a t e  u n e a s in e s s  t h a t  
p r i v a t e  l i v e s  s h o u l d  b e  s o  e a s i l y  u n v e i le d .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  i l l -  
d i s p o s e d  m e n  is  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  o n e  f e a r s  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  e v i l  
t h a t  m i g h t  r e s u l t  f r o m  g e n e r a l  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  m e ta g n o m ic  
s u b je c t s .

B u t  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  s c ie n c e ,  t h e  s e c r e t  h i s t o r y  o f  M r .  X .  
o f  M r s .  Z .  a r e  m a t t e r s  o f  n o  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r ,  
a n d  t h a t  w h i c h  t a k e s  p r e c e d e n c e  o f  a l l  o t h e r s ,  i s  t h a t  c e r ta in  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  e n d o w e d  w i t h  m e a n s  o f  c o g n i t i o n  t h r o u g h  
p s y c h ic  c h a n n e ls  s o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  w h ic h  w e  c a l l  n o r m a l,  
t h a t  w e  c a n n o t ,  e v e n  i n  t h e o r y ,  f i n d  a n y  c o m m o n  m e a s u r e  b e tw e e n  
t h e  t w o  m o d e s .

I  c a n  i m a g i n e  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  d a y s  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a n d  a b s u rd  
s c e p t ic i s m  a r e  p a s t ,  g o o d  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  s h a l l  b e  ta k e n  
o u t  o f  t h e  t r a d e  o f  f o r t u n e - t e l l i n g ,  a n d  s e le c te d ,  j u d ic io u s ly  
t r a i n e d ,  a n d  r a t i o n a l l y  p r e p a r e d ,  w i l l  b e c o m e ,  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  m e n  
o f  s c ie n c e  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  u s e ,  v a l u a b l e  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e n t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  b a s is  o f  h u m a n  
b e in g s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  o f  a l l  t h a t  l i v e s .
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I I I .  T h e  H u m a n  P e r s o n  C o g n iz e d  is  D is t a n t  from  th e  
P e r c ip ie n t  in  T im e .

E x .  i .  D e lin e a t io n  o f  a fr a g m e n t o f  a d ecea sed  p e r so n a lity  by  
m e a n s o f  a p h o to g r a p h  ta k e n  so m e y e a r s  before death.

C ircu m sta n ces a n d  c o n d itio n s .
In 1912, in the course of experiments to ascertain the function of the 

object placed in the hands of metagnomic subjects to connect them with 
distant persons, I received from Canon Berthucat, the Principal of the 
College of Lourdoueix-Saint-Michel (Indre), a letter containing a photo
graph in a separate envelope, without any particulars of the person 
represented, with a request to ascertain what it could convey to the 
metagnomic subject that I was then experimenting with.

On March 8th, Mme Morel being under hypnosis, I took the photograph 
from the envelope, and without looking at it, placed it face downwards 
in her hand.

My thought can therefore have conveyed nothing; but having looked 
at the photograph at the end of the seance, I am able to say that I learned 
nothing from it.

D e ta il o f  the s itt in g .
I said to the percipient, "  Speak of the person represented on this 

photograph."
" A woman appears to me . . . she vanishes. . . . Ah! there is a man 

in her place, over there, very clear . . .  a dark man appears before me, 
he is ill . . . his brain is troubled . . . his face is very sad . . .  he is 
ill and in pain . . .  his head is tired. . . .  I see him often surrounded 
by many persons, quite boys. . . .  I see hundreds of faces fluttering 
round him, all quite young, in uniforms."

I perceived that Mme Morel had directed her metagnomy on the 
Canon who had sent me the letter, living among the boys of his college 
and suffering from digestive troubles and neurasthenic depression.

I said to the subject, "  It  is not of the person who sent the photograph 
that I want you to speak, but of the one photographed."

" Then I go back to the time when the photograph was taken. . . .  I 
see a young man with chestnut hair, very lively, a quick brain, much 
imagination, keen looking, full of curiosity, deep. . . .  I see at a certain 
time much struggle . . . great crises. . . .  I see a man profoundly 
discouraged and very tired, extremely tired.

" Later on I see him ill. I see his head affected and one limb. . . . 
Then, very strange, I do not see him like other people; his image becomes 
vague, undefined, fading away . . . now it is nearly invisible. . . .  I see 
an inanimate body. . . . "

Then she cried out, "  I see all the hands, all the heads of those who 
have touched this thing. Take it away, I am frightened."

I took the photograph and placed it in my pocket. The subject went 
on, "  1 see this man stretched out; he is pale; strangely pale; he passes 
before me as a body without thought or movement. He is dead; I now 
see him quite close."

"  Look at the death scene. See what he died of."
"  I cannot tell that exactly because I have nothing belonging to him 

. . .  he has not touched the photograph.
"  I have a strong nervous feeling in my limbs, and in my head. I look
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into his body . . .  I see no organ diseased . . .  I feel fever in the brain, 
th at is all . . .  a sudden fever . . . the body is burning hot . . . then 
cold. I t  is a sudden illness, a quick transition from full life to death. I 
feel a nervous pain, something in the head.”

On March 17th  the Canon sent me the information given below after 
reading m y account of the seance.

”H erewith the information I have to check Mmc Morel’s visions :
“ T he original of the photograph is dead, as she has seen and said. He 

was Mr. A ------ , and died aged thirty-eight.
“  His character was briefly as described.
“ A s to the m aterial struggles of which she speaks I know nothing 

This gentleman had bought a stockbroker’s business,then in very low water. 
He made it successful b y  dint of work and energy. It  is possible that he 
had times of lassitude and discouragement. During that time he made 
great efforts for tw o years to save the life of his young wife. As to his 
illness, that began with violent headache. His brain was affected and for 
a while one limb was paralysed. He died of meningitis or some acute 
cerebral disease, the doctors could not quite say. Death came in fifteen 
d ays.”

E x .  2 .  M e t a g n o m ic  d e l in e a t io n  o f  th e  f i n a l  e p is o d e  the life  o f
a  p a r a - n o r m a l b y  c o n ta c t  w ith  a n  o b je c t to u c h e d  som e months 

b efo re  d e a th .

C ir c u m s ta n c e s  a n d  c o n d it io n s .

On March 13th, 19x5, M. £m ile Boirac, Rector of the Academy of Dijon, 
asked me in course of conversation to give him an instance of Mme Morel’s 
metagnomic output.

I said, "  The best example would be an impromptu experiment. Have 
you anything belonging to a person known to you well enough to enable 
you to judge of w hat she m ay say ? ”

Boirac took some papers from his pocket, hesitated in his choice, and 
finally handed to me a little manual of Esperanto.

D e t a i l  o f  the s ta n c e s .

In absolute ignorance of the person whose book this might be, I put 
it into the hands of Mme Morel, hypnotized, asking her to speak of the 
life of the person to whom it belonged.

She said, ”  A  young man appears to me, tall and rather slight. There 
is nothing very  characteristic in his appearance but his eyes, which are 
not like those of other people. There is nothing wrong with them, but 
their form is peculiar. . . .

”  I see this young man for a long while in a place where there is no 
danger . . .  he w’as there with m any other men. . . . Then one day, one 
morning, he departs with others . . .  a long march . . .  he then goes 
in a  train. I see him a little later with others in a kind of hole . . .  he is 
standing up with shining eyes. . . .  I hear much noise. . . .  I see fury 
in his brain ; he goes up. . . . W hat a noisfe I hear ! He feels a blow and 
falls . . . gets up . . . receives another blow, and falls afresh with others 
on a road . . .  on one side I see grass and cultivated land, on the other 
side grey mud. H e is wounded in the throat and head b y  a piece of iron. 
. . .  I see a hole on one side . . .  he is in pain . . .  he remains long on 
the ground. . . .  I see him white and pale . . . then there is quiet . . . 
there are men there who take him up gently . . .  he is tall and heavy 
. . . then they wrap him up . . .  he moves a little . . . they take him

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN



away in a kind of carriage with other wounded men . . . there is con
fusion . . .  a man bends over him and takes some papers and something 
round and hard . . . they are keeping this wounded man as a prisoner 
• . . he still lives . . . then everything is blurred. . . .  I no longer hear 
his breath. . . .  I see no more. He is not far from the place where he 
fell. . . . His body will be found . . .  it is near a church. . . .  I see 
vaults near him . . . like a quarry. . . .  To right and left there are 
woods. One can walk under these stones, they are as it were vaults. . . . 
To find him one must go towards the frontage of the church, going up the 
road nearly facing the church, and looking in the wood . . . there are 
many there . . .  he is there. . . . There is no stream there; the earth 
is dry.”

C e n so rsh ip .
On March 15th I sent M. Boirac the account above. On the 24th he 

wrote to me :
” The little manual of Esperanto that I gave you was taken from the 

civilian clothing left at my house by the son of one of my friends. The 
young man was afterwards a second lieutenant in the 27th Regiment, 
killed or missing on December 12th in a trench attack at the Bois-Brul6.

” G. M. was aged twenty-five or twenty-six, tall, slight, face rather long, 
and his eyelids had a slight fold, like the Chinese, serious and quiet expres
sion. . . .  As far as is known he was wounded leading the attack, but 
continued at the head of his men, then fell at the edge of the German 
trench which is still in the hands of the enemy.

” The first wound seems to have been in the shoulder, the second in the 
head. The body is supposed to have been taken up by the Germans and 
buried by them, but there is no certainty. He was returned as ‘ missing.' 
The vision is therefore correct, with some particulars that cannot be 
ascertained. I can state that the little book was touched by G. M. some 
months before the scene to which it gave rise. It had remained with 
M. Boirac while this young man passed through the last stages of his life.”

T h is  s im p le  f a c t  ( t o u c h  o f  t h e  o b je c t ) ,  w h ic h  r e c u r s  a g a in  a n d  
a g a in  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  o f  m e t a g n o m y  o f  t h i s  k in d ,  is  t o  b e  b o r n e  i n  
m i n d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  w h e n  w e  c o m e  t o  c o n s id e r  
t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  p la c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  p e r c ip ie n t s .

E x .  3 .  M e ta g n o m ic  d e lin e a tio n s  by tw o p e r c ip ie n ts  u n d er  d ifferen t  
e x p e r im e n ta l c o n d itio ? is  o f  a d ecea sed  h u m a n  p e r so n a lity .

C ircu m sta n ces a n d  c o n d itio n s .
While proceeding with a series of experiments with different per

cipients on deceased human personalities, Captain C-----  gave me on
May 17th, 1922, a letter in a closed envelope only telling me that it con
tained a letter written by a man now dead. This with the intention that 
the sensitive should not bring her faculty to bear on anyone but the 
writer of the letter, as often happens when the experimenter operates 
with entirely unknown matter.

I never knew the actual contents of the letter either before or after
the stance ; and Captain C------told me that it would not have shown me
any connection between it and the revelations made by the percipient.

Detail o f the stance.
On May 18th I placed the letter in the hands of Mme Viviana, hypno

tized. She does not know Captain C------nor the writer of the letter. I
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took it from the envelope so that neither she nor I could see a word of 
the writing.

A ll that was said was, " T e l l  me all that you can of the writer of this 
letter.”

A fter having crumpled the letter in her hands, she said :
"  Instead of feeling moisture as when I touch your hand, I feel a certain 

impression of dryness, like a dry hand. It  is curious what I feel. I must 
go back into the past. . . .  If I were awake and wished to see this person 
I could not . . .  it is not a living person . . . that person does not 
exist now. . . .  I t  is annihilation. . . .  I have a cold sweat, as in a fever 
It  is a dead man. Oh, this fever I He was a soldier . . . yes, in the war. 
I t  is a man rather swarthy, sun-burnt. I do not say that was his usual 
appearance, but I see him bronzed. The eyes are n otab le; I have the 
impression of a very direct gaze.

"  He was com bative, strong-willed, having some authority, a person
ality  . . . unsentimental. . . . Intelligent and good . . . energetic, ami
able, and correct in his manner. He was a believer, a Catholic, a man with 
some tendency to mysticism. When he was sad or troubled he used to 
pray. Oh, not bigoted. A  high-minded man, not undistinguished. 
There is a basis of faith, he was brought up to that.

“  I have the feeling of some one brought up in a religious family, with 
convictions and religious habits . . . and in a country where they give 
their boats the names of saints, as in B rittany.

"  He had a brother rather older than himself in whom he placed great 
confidence.

“ He had one cause of disquiet. . . .  A woman whom he dearly loved.
. . She was his only anxiety . . . there was a little child too, but the 

child was not uppermost in his thoughts. . . .  I have the feeling of 
swaying, rolling, hum idity and water in the surroundings, as if he were 
on the water ; m y lips are salt, as if I were on the sea.

"  He would seem to have the chevrons of an officer, but fe w ; he was 
young. The war was not ended, but the end was near ; it was just at the 
end. Just when all was clearing up, death and night came for him.

"  He did not die from a blow or a wound. . . .  It is suffocation . . . 
sudden pain in the head. . . . He does not die in a bed. . . . 19 anyone 
looking after him ? . . .  In any case it is too late . . .  it is finished ; it is 
night.

“  Round him I see small houses being built . . . there are men, soldiers, 
doing that . . . what do you call the— engineers . . . pickaxes and 
tents ; yea, there are tents. . . .”

C e n s o r s h ip .

The letter that Captain C------had given me had been written by his
brother in May, 1918, a lieutenant in the Chasseurs d ’Afrique on the 
transport S a in t - A n n e ,  in the Mediterranean, as he was rejoining his corps 
in Macedonia from leave.

The correspondences with reality are as under, in the order spoken of 
b y  the percip ien t:

Lieut. C------was born in B rittany in a fam ily of strong religious con
victions, and from his training he had firm Christian beliefs.

H e had a brother rather older than himself— the captain who gave me 
the letter— and also a wife and one child. He was very anxious about 
her by reason of the risks of the war.

His letter was written on the S a in t - A n n e  in a rough sea, well described 
by the percipient.

He was taken ill, they think of influenza, when the Eastern Army was



advancing to the Danube, and died at Semendria (Serbia), November 
28th, 1918, just when the armistice had been declared and military opera
tions in the Balkans were about to cease.

The family knew indirectly that he had died from a febrile disease with 
pulmonary complications, under circumstances that left him practically 
without medical aid. Whether he died on a stretcher or in a tent is not 
ascertainable. Numerically, the analysis is as follows :

Characteristic details given by the percipient . 29
Un verifiable . . . . . . .  4
Verified as correct . . . . . .  25
Found erroneous . . . . . .  o

E x  4 .

C ircu m sta n ces a n d  co n d itio n s.

On May 22nd, that is four days after the stance above described, I put
Mme C------, the sister-in-law of Lieut. C------, in presence of another
metagnomic percipient in order to compare the number and quality of 
details that might be obtainable under such different conditions.

The percipient selected was Mme Payroutet, who was left in ignorance 
that I was bringing anyone to her till the time of the stance. All that she 
knew was that I should be with her at 3 p.m. on May 22nd.

D e ta il o f  the sta n ce .
After the usual courtesies, I said, “  You will tell me to-day about a

relation of this lady.”  Mme C------and the percipient did not know each
other, and had never met.

According to her custom, Mme Peyroutet threw the raw white of an 
egg into a glass of water, and after a moment contemplated this little world 
of light and forms. She soon exclaimed :

” W hy ! I again see what I saw before your arrival. About an hour 
ago I was amusing myself by looking for the purpose of your experiment 
to-day, and I saw a dead soldier and a widow . . . you want me to speak 
for the widow.”

The relation towards whom we wished to direct her faculty was certainly 
the officer’s widow ; our intention was to verify what the percipient 
would say relative to the dead man in connection with a living person. 
Mme Peyroutet continued her metagnomic perceptions partly by looking 
in the glass of water, partly by manipulating the cards. (The reader 
being aware of what is under discussion, I shall give such censorship as 
may be necessary along with the narrative.)

“ This widow lady has troubles . . . many troubles . . . there was 
the death . . .  of a m ilitary man. . . .  I see by her a son, a boy, who 
has been ill. (A boy five years old just recovering from whooping-cough.) 
The dead soldier is sunburnt; chestnut hair . . . The lower part of the 
face is wilful . . .  he had a beautiful smile which corrected the hardness 
of the chin. (Correct.)

“ He was not born in Paris . . . there was water, the sea. (Coast of 
Brittany.) His family was pious. He was brought up by religious persons 
or by priests, then in a place from which he was not allowed out. (His 
family was very religious. He was brought up in a clerical school and then 
in a special kind of m ilitary college.)

” W hat changes he has had ! Many trave ls; an active youth. (He 
went to Tunis in his eighteenth year.)

" He rode well. Oh, what gallops! (Much equitation^ military service 
in the cavalry.)
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*' Now I see the form of a ship. He m ust have gone overseas. I see 

hammocks round him. Then I see a country with plains and heights; 
water. I see an ‘ M ’ ; did the name of the country he went to begin with 
‘ M ' ? He went about much there, and developed there. (In the second 
phase of the w ar he went b y  sea to join the Eastern Arm y ; a long stay 
in Macedonia.) Oh ! he has been in battle, m any battles I He has often 
escaped death. (He took part in the war on the French front, then in the 
E ast from the beginning to the end.)

"  He managed his affairs well. Before leaving his wife and child he 
arranged everything in writing. (Correct.) W hen he died he had just 
come to another town ; he came to a town where I see much water. (He 
fell ill and died on his arrival in Semendria on the D anube; the French 
A rm y had just passed through Serbia.)

“ The notification of death took some time to arrive. He died abroad. 
I t  was almost a sudden death. His widow received the notification of 
death before hearing of his illness. (The notification reached the widow 
two months after the death, and she never heard of the illness.)

“  Oh, what fe v e r! . . . his head was affected . . .  a congestion or 
something in the head. An operation was spoken of, but was not carried 
out. (The fam ily had no details of the illness. The diagnosis was ‘ in
fluenza with pulmonary congestion ’ : the word * influenza ’ covers many 
uncertainties.)

“  He was buried far away, where he died. (Correct.)
“  He was robbed after his death .”  (None of his possessions reached 

his fam ily. It was said that the Serbs took all he had.)
The rest of the seance had reference to the widow, the brother, and the 

sister-in-law then present.
Summary of re su lts:

T w o  p e r c i p i e n t s  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  g i v e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r ib in g
t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  L i e u t .  C ------- , i n  c e r t a i n  e p is o d e s  o f  h is  l i f e ,  a n d
m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  h i s  d e a t h  ; t h e  o n e  b y  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  
h i m  a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y  p o s s ib le  m e n t a l  s u g g e s t io n  b y  t h e  e x p e r i 
m e n t e r ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  r e l a t i o n  o f  th e  
d e c e a s e d  o f f i c e r .

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  a s  i n  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  o n e s -, t r a n s m is s io n  o f  
t h o u g h t  s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  s e c o n d  
e x p e r i m e n t  s h o w 's  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  p e r c e p t io n  is  
p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  s a m e  w h e n  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r  is  i n  c o m p le te  
i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e l i n e a t e d .

E x .  5 .  D e lin e a t io n  o f  th e  la s t  e p is o d e  th e  l i f e  o f  a  deceased  

p e r s o n , th e  e x p e r im e n te r  a n d  a n y  o th e r  l iv in g  p e r s o n  being  

a b s o lu te ly  ig n o r a n t  o f  i t .

In the facts previously quoted, whether the experimenter knew or did 
not know the person concerned, there is alw ays a disposition to think 
that the phenomenon m ay have consisted in an unconscious transmission 
of thought between the living, near or far, since the m atter revealed was 
in the thoughts of some living person or other.

Characteristic details given b y  the percipient 
Unverifiable . . . . . .
Details verified as correct . . . .
Considered erroneous . . . .

40
3

37
o



I shall now cite a fact which will prove :
(1) That metagnomy does not need the thoughts of the living to 

delineate the life of the deceased.
(2) That the function of the objects touched by the percipients to 

direct their faculties upon a person living or dead, is not, as some have 
naively imagined, that the object registers some scene like a photographic 
plate, nor by some obscure memory resident in matter. The object used 
in the instance subjoined was not at the scene which it, nevertheless, was 
the means of revealing.

On March 18th, 1914, M. Louis Mirault, manager of the estates of Baron 
Jaubert, living in the Chateau de Givry, near Cours-les-Barres (Cher), 
wrote to me to enquire whether it might be possible to trace an old man 
who had disappeared since March 2nd, and of whom no trace could be 
found, despite long and active search.

I accepted, and M. Mirault brought me a neck-wrapper belonging to 
the old man taken from a wardrobe. In order not to complicate the experi
ment I asked him to tell me nothing about the old man's disappearance, 
but only to give me an exact description of him, so that I might be able 
to recognize the details that the sensitive might give, and to distinguish 
these from perceptions relating to other people who had touched the 
neckerchief. He only told me that the man was eighty-two years of age 
and walked with a stoop. Nothing more.

I was up to that time ignorant of the old man's existence. Concerning 
the estate of Baron Jaubert, which covers about 2750 acres of woods,
I knew no more than can be seen from the road to the chateau.

These were the conditions under which on Monday, March 23rd, I 
placed the neck-wrapper in the hands of Mme Morel, in deep hypnosis, 
in Paris. She had never been into the department of Cher.

"  Look, I said, for the person whose neckerchief I place in your hand."
Mme Morel first described a person whom I recognized as myself, then 

that of another man who seemed to be M. Mirault, then that of a woman 
whom I thought might be the daughter-in-law of the old man, and, lastly, 
that of the old man himself. Here are her words, verbatim .

“ I see a man lying at full length, his eyes are closed, as if sleeping, 
but he does not breathe . . .  he is dead. . . .  He is not in bed, but on the 
ground . . . the ground is damp, very damp . . . flat ground, uncul
tivated. . . . There is water not far off . . .  a large tree . . . some very 
big thing quite near . . . something very bushy— a wood."

" Follow that man on the day he went there. Look for the way he went."
"  I see a country house. . . . He leaves that . . .  he walks. . . . He 

is ill, his breathing is difficult . . . and his brain is confused. . . .  He 
leaves the path . . . goes into a thicket, a wood . . .  he sees much 
water near by . . . he falls on the damp ground . . . then after a little 
time he breathes no more. It is not far from the house to the place where 
he is lying. . . . Follow the path from the house towards the water. 
There are two paths from the house, one goes up and the other down 
towards the water. The latter is the one to take : he went that way."

"  Describe the place where he is lying and give a description so as to 
find the place."

"  I see blocks of stone . . . very large trees . . . and water. . . .  I 
see the body . . .  it is lying on the wet ground. . . .  He is bald, has a 
long nose . . .  a little white hair above his ears and at the back of his 
head . . . wearing a long coat . . . soft shirt . . . hands closed. . . .  I 
see one finger which has been hurt . . . very old and wrinkled . . . pendant 
lips. . . . Forehead much furrowed, very high and open . . .  he is lying 
on his right side, one leg bent under him."
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"W hy did he fall there ? ”

"  He threw himself down . . . confused ideas. . . . He fled from his 
house; a troubled brain . . .  he had a notion of dying . . .  he wished to 
die and lay down on the ground . . .  it was then damp, but the rains have 
made it much wetter.”

”  Blocks of stone ”  in a chalky district where rocks are not common, 
”  large trees,” and ”  a piece of water ”  : I thought that these data should 
enable M. Mirault to find the body if the description tallied with the facts. 
The percipient, moreover, had exhausted all she could give at a first trial. 
I gave her a rest, and directed her lucidity to other matters.

These details sent by letter caused great astonishment at the exact 
description of the man, but they did not help. No rocks were known. 
There were several ponds on the estate which had been dragged and whose 
borders had been minutely explored. Large trees were very numerous in 
these woods. But the assertion that the body was not far from the old 
man’s house stimulated fresh search, which yielded no results. Not till 
then did M. Mirault tell me the circumstances attending the old man’s 
disappearance and the sequel.

M. Etienne Lerasle, aged eighty-two, but still active though mentally 
enfeebled by age, had left his son’s house on March 2nd for his daily walk. 
When he had not returned by nightfall, which had never happened before, 
the family and their neighbours searched and shouted, but to no purpose. 
During the following days the villagers searched the more willingly that 
they thought the old man lost or ill, but still living. This went on for 
several days. On Sunday, March 5th, at the request of the Mayor of 
Cours-les-Barres, eighty men searched the forest and the neighbouring 
district without success. Nothing was found to indicate the way M. 
Lerasle had gone.

M. Mirault, who had been absent from G ivry before the old man’s dis
appearance, caused fresh search to be made on his return March 13th. 
Ponds were dragged, but nothing found. On the 18th he asked for meta
gnomic help.

The results of the first sitting were interesting, but of no assistance. 
All parts of the forest are more or less alike ; they are large quadrilaterals 
of thick undergrowth, divided by rides and paths all much alike. The 
visit that I then made to the place, already so thoroughly explored, made 
me despair of getting from the percipient anything that would distinguish 
one part of the woods from another. It was not m y convictions that led 
to ultimate success, but that of M. Mirault, who thought that as the 
description of the man himself was so accurate the other data should 
be equally so. The difficulty was to find some landmarks, and this I 
thought insurmountable.

My interest in the matter was not very stro n g ; it seemed to me less 
striking than others, and, being very busy, I entrusted M. Lucien Galloy, 
my brother-in-law, an engineer in Arts and Manufactures, with further 
enquiries through Mme Morel, with whose faculty he was well acquainted, 
and was also familiar with metagnomic psychology.

He received from M. Mirault the map of the district to a scale of 
1 /5o,ooo and a plan of the estate to a scale of 1 /5000, on which to follow 
Mme Morel’s indications. M. Galloy knew neither the old man nor his 
family, and as concerning the place, only, like myself, as much as can be 
seen from the principal road from Cours-les-Barres to the chateau— the 
mass of forest on the one side and the landscape of the valley of the 
Loire on the other. The second sitting took place on March 30th, and 
gave the following results :

”  Look for the old man to whom this neckerchief belongs.”



" I see an aged man . . . his face is much spoiled, decayed, blackish 
. . . he is lying down, stretched out on his right side, one leg bent . . . 
dead. He is lying in a thicket, in a thick wood. . . . By him I see a great 
stone, a small rock . . .  a little further there are other stones. . . .”

Look for the road he followed when he left his house for the last 
time/'

“ I see large buildings, several houses. . . . There is a wide avenue 
towards these houses. . . . The man comes from these houses . . .  he 
takes a small path which goes downwards. . . . He walks along it and 
comes to a pond . . . goes straight on . . . passes in front of other 
buildings . . . turns slightly to the left. . . .  In front he sees many trees 
and thickets . . . from the road he follows there is a wide landscape. . . . 
He passes near a small house. . . . There is a barrier and a place where 
three paths meet . . .  he takes to the left, follows that left-hand road, 
and goes into the wood by a little path that is by the nearest of the small 
houses. . . .

14 On this left-hand road there is a hut containing tools . . . and beside 
it a pile of cut wood. . . . This hut was a woodman's house . . . between 
it and the house at the cross-roads there is a bare space. . . . The man 
took a small path that leaves the road. . . . He is an old man with an 
intelligent, furrowed face . . . tufts of white hair, hanging lips . . .  he 
did not go far into the wood . . .  he feels ill, lies down, sleeps and dies.

” The hut is not visible from where he is, it is hidden by the trees; to 
find the body one must follow that path . . . the corpse will soon be 
found.”

This second stance confirmed the previous one and gave surprisingly 
minute details of the direction taken by the old man till he left the main 
road. As neither the plan nor the map gave the side-paths, M. Galloy 
did not ask for more, thinking the data given sufficient. This was to be 
regretted, for when the detail w as followed out it was found that two paths 
started at the same point of the road, one to the right, the other to the 
left. The data of the stones was of no use, no one knew of any. The 
”  water ”  was equally useless, for the heavy rains had made many pools 
which might correspond to the visions. On the other hand, the son of the 
deceased refused to accept the itinerary said to have been followed during 
all day on March 2nd ; he had been working near the house at the cross
roads, and that his father, who walked very slowly, could not have passed 
by without being seen. All the people of the house confirmed this. In 
default of more exact description it was decided to do nothing; the old 
man was dead and there was no reason for haste. The particulars to be 
given at a third sitting were awaited. This took place April 6th, M. Galloy 
presiding.

” Look for the person to whom this belongs.”
"  I see a man of ordinary height . . . white hair . . . rather bald . . . 

long face . . . long nose . . . toothless . . . pendant lips . . . dead . . .
lying on his right side . . . blackish face, one leg bent . . . very wet . . .
water on his face. . . . He is not in the water, but there is much water 
there in round pools . . . m any trees . . .  a large stone near him . . .
big trees. . . . He has a flannel shirt in two colours . . . open collar. . . .
I see it quite well . . .  he is surrounded with undergrowth.”

” Look for the exact way he took when he left the house.”
” He leaves the houses . . . passes by the side of them . . . goes 

towards the other houses . . . reaches the cross-ways where three roads 
meet, in front of which there is a house. . . . He passes a barrier . . . 
hesitates . . .  he has an old stick in his hand . . .  he taps the ground 
with it . . . his mind is confused . . . he goes to the right on a descending
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road . . . hesitates . . . returns to the cross-ways leaning on his stick 
. . . takes the left-hand road . . . walks on its right side, holding his 
stick and a check handkerchief . . . passes near a fence and goes into 
the wood by a path which is barely visible on a level with the road . . . 
goes there with the intention of hiding. . . .

"  From where the body is, the house and the hut are not v isib le; one 
must go back to the road to see them. . . . He did not go far into the 
wood . . . near the place where the ground slopes down somewhat. . . ."

This time the search was restricted to the square of undergrowth 
served by the path so exactly indicated, and if the visions were correct, 
the body should easily be found. A large brook goes through this thicket, 
swelled here and there into round pools after heavy rain. M. Mirault 
ordered five men to search this part of the wood, following the brook. 
Soon one of them, seeing a projecting rock, cried out, " There is the stone 
she saw . . . there is water close by ; the body might be there."

A few yards further on he saw the body, quite in the open, though a 
whole number of villagers who knew the ground well, searching for a month, 
had failed to find it.

Informed by telephone, I reached the place an hour later ; and in 
company with M. Mirault and other persons, made a minute investigation.

The details have been fully described in the A n n a le s  des Sciences  
p sy ch iq u es  for April, 1914, with a plan of the ground and nine photographs. 
I therefore here give it abbreviated.

P la c e  where the body was fo u n d .

It was stretched out in the middle of the thicket. Ten yards away 
one can see what looks like a moss-covered rock, but is really a huge 
tree-stump quite out of the ground. The ground where the body is lying 
is flat. Four yards away it slopes to a pool in a brook, the only brook in 
this part of the forest. On the further bank there are other moss-grown 
masses, smaller than the other, but also resembling stones.

A few yards distant several large trees, and forty yards away a tree, 
said by M. Mirault to be the biggest in the whole forest.

The surroundings are exactly as described by Mme Morel.

T h e  corp se.

The face is exactly as described. The old man wears a long coat, soft 
shirt, turn-down collar, in two colours, black stripes on white. Large 
check handkerchief.

T h e  itin era ry  ta ken .

Easily verified it cannot have been any other than that described. 
From the house where the old man lived to the place where the body 
was found the distance is about 650 yards in a straight line, and 
about three-fifths of a mile by the road and path. " Not far," said the 
percipient.

I have chosen this instance rather than others more sensational, 
because it is simple, typical of the class of these perceptions, undeniable, 
and because I can quote names and places, and the facts were witnessed 
by a large number of persons.

The reader should particularly notice the power of percipients to seize 
on the detail regarding a dead man otherwise than through the thoughts 
of the living or an obscure memory contained by objects presented.

I emphasize that the neckerchief, taken  fr o m  a w ardrobe a n d  not from  
the co rp se , enabled Mme Morel to answer the questions put to her, concern
ing the last moments of M. Lerasle ; but from this same link there could



have been gathered many other episodes in his life, known (or unknown) 
to living persons. I make this statement having verified it in analogous 
cases.

And I say further (having experienced the fact) that the mere presence 
of a member of his family would have aroused the same perceptions, 
without any material object being handed to the percipient. Such objects 
(as will be seen in the sequel), localize the metagnomic perception on a 
human subject and do not act as a register of events at which for the 
most part they were not present, as in the case above cited.

T h e  f o r e g o in g  f a c t s ,  l i k e  o t h e r s  t h a t  a r e  s c a t te r e d  t h r o u g h  t h is  
b o o k ,  h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n  o n l y  a s  e x a m p le s  o u t  o f  m a n y  w h ic h  
w o u ld  m a k e  s e v e r a l  v o lu m e s .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  s e le c te d  t o  c o n v in c e  
p e o p le  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t io n  w h ic h  
a n y o n e  c a n  v e r i f y ,  b u t  t o  g i v e  e x a m p le s  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  m e ta 
g n o m ic  o u t p u t  o n  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t ie s .

F r o m  t h e s e  f e w  e x a m p le s  i t  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  n o t e d  t h a t  p e r 
c ip ie n t s  p r e s e n t  v e r y  d i v e r s e  a s p e c ts .  S o m e  e x e r t  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  
u n d e r  h y p n o s i s ; o t h e r s ,  a n d  m o s t l y ,  i n  ( a p p a r e n t ly )  a  w a k in g  
s ta t e .

W h e n  w o r k i n g  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c lo s e  a t  h a n d ,  s o m e  n e e d  t o  
t o u c h  t h e  p e r s o n  ; f o r  o t h e r s  m e r e  p r o x i m i t y  s u f f ic e s ; o th e r s  
f in d  a n  o b j e c t  o r  a  p a p e r  f r o m  t h a t  p e r s o n  m o r e  s a t is f a c t o r y .

W h e n  t h e y  w o r k  o n  a  p e r s o n  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  o r  t im e ,  m o s t  
p e r c ip ie n t s  r e q u i r e  a n  o b j e c t  c o m in g  f r o m  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  b e  
c o g n iz e d  ; w i t h  s o m e  f e w  i t  is  e n o u g h  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
s h o u ld  b e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  p e r s o n .  A m o n g  p e r c ip ie n t s  w o r k in g  in  
w h a t  s e e m s  a  w a k i n g  s t a t e  s o m e  o n l y  n e e d  t h e i r  o w n  m e n t a l  
im p u ls e .  O t h e r s  e x c i t e  t h e  f a c u l t y  b y  e n d le s s  d e v ic e s ,  o f  w h ic h  
a  m e r e  l i s t  g iv e s  b u t  a  s l i g h t  n o t io n .  S o m e  lo o k  a t  t h e  h a n d s ,  
s o m e  t h e  w r i t i n g ,  o t h e r s  u s e  p la y in g - c a r d s ,  a  c r y s t a l  b a l l ,  a  g la s s  
o f  w a t e r ,  a  c a n d le - f la m e ,  c o f f e e - g r o u n d s  s p i l t  o n  a  p la te ,  a  h e a p  
o f  p in s  t h r o w n  o n  t h e  c a r p e t ,  e t c .  e t c .  I  w a s  t o l d  o f  a n  A r a b  
w h o  w 'a s  o n e  o f  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  B is k r a ,  w h o s e  p r o c e e d in g  
g iv e s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  a l l  o t h e r s .  H e  s p r e a d s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a  la y e r  
o f  s a n d  f r o m  t h e  d e s e r t ,  w h ic h  h e  k e e p s  i n  a  b a g ,  a s k in g  t h e  
p e r s o n  o f  w h o m  h e  is  t o  s p e a k  t o  p la c e  a  h a n d  u p o n  i t .  W i t h  h is  
f o r e f in g e r  h e  t h e n  m a k e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  l i t t l e  h o le s ,  r u b s  t h e  w h o le  
o u t ,  b e g in s  a f r e s h ,  a n d  t h e n  m a k e s  p r e c is e  a n d  o f t e n  s tu p e f y in g  
r e v e la t io n s .

I  m e r e ly  m e n t i o n  i n  p a s s in g  th e s e  s t r a n g e  a s p e c ts  o f  m e ta -  
g n o m y  a t  w o r k ; i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  l a t e r  w h a t  t h e y  c o n s is t  in ,  a n d  
I  n o w  p a s s  t o  o t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n s  w i t h  w 'h ic h  I  c lo s e  t h is  
c h a p t e r .

A m o n g  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t io n ,  t h e r e  is  
o n e  f r o m  w h ic h  w e  r e v o l t ,  p a r t l y  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i f ic  f u n c t io n  
o f  o u r  in t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  p a r t l y  f r o m  o p in io n s  a n d  b e l ie fs  t h a t  h a v e  
m a n y  s o u r c e s .  I t  i s  P r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  F u t u r e .
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Y e t  n o t h i n g  is  e a s ie r  t o  v e r i f y  b y  e x a c t  e x p e r im e n t  i f  a n y o n e  

w i l l  g i v e  t i m e  a n d  a n  o p e n  m i n d  t o  t h e  s u b je c t .  I t  is  w o r t h  th e  
t r o u b le .

I n  h i s  T r a ite  d c  M  c ta p s y c h iq u c  P r o f e s s o r  C h a r le s  R ic h e t  1 
c lo s e s  h is  c h a p t e r  o n  P r e m o n i t i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s  : " A  
d e f in i t e  c o n c lu s io n  f o l l o w s  f r o m  th e s e  f a c t s .  . . . P r e m o n i t i o n  
is  a  d e m o n s t r a t e d  v e r i t y .  I t  i s  a  s t r a n g e ,  p a r a d o x ic a l ,  a n d  
s e e m in g ly  a b s u r d  f a c t ,  b u t  o n e  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o m p e l le d  t o  a d m i t  
. . . t h e  e x p la n a t i o n  w i l l  c o m e  ( o r  w i l l  n o t  c o m e )  l a t e r .  T h e  
f a c t s  a r e  n o n e  t h e  le s s  a u t h e n t i c  a n d  u n d e n ia b le .  T h e r e  a re  
p r e m o n i t i o n s . ”

T w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r im e n t  w i t h  m a n y  m e ta g n o m ic  
p e r c ip ie n t s  a n d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  h a v e  g iv e n  m e  
a b s o lu t e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  h u m a n  b e in g s  w h o  c a n  f o r e t e l l  
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s .  I  s a y  th e  f u t u r e  o f  o th er p erso n s, 
I  d o  n o t  s a y  th e  f u t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l,  w h i c h  I  h a v e  n o t  v e r i f ie d  
p e r s o n a l ly .  I  a m  c e r t a i n  o f  t i n s  j u s t  a s  I  a m  c e r t a i n  o f  w h a t  w e  
c a l l  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e  s u n ,  t h e  s t a r s ,  m in e r a ls ,  v e g e ta b le s ,  a n d  
a n im a ls .  I t  is  a  f a c t  v e r i f i a b l e  b y  e x p e r im e n t  a g a in s t  w h ic h  o u r  
p r e j u d g m e n t s  w i l l  n o t  a v a i l  n o w  t h a t  m e n  o f  s c ie n c e  h a v e  th e  
c o u r a g e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f a c t .

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  I  t h i n k  i t  u s e f u l  t o  s h o w  w h e r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
s y s t e m a t i s a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d o g m a s  m a y  le a d .  T h e  in s ta n c e  
w i l l  s e r v e  a s  o n e  c o v e r in g  a l l  s y s t e m a t i s a t i o n s  o n  a l l  v a r ie t ie s  o f  
o p i n i o n .

T w o  m e n ,  e m in e n t  a l i k e  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  
a n d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h a d ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  
1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  ( w h ic h  t h e y  m is u s e d ) — t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  e x p e r im e n t in g  w i t h  M a d a m e  F r a y a ,  a  h i g h l y  g i f t e d  m e ta 
g n o m ic  s u b je c t  n o w  w e l l  k n o w n .  T h e s e  t w o  m e n  w e r e  A l f r e d  
B i n e t ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  o f  E x p e r im e n t a l  
P s y c h o lo g y  a t  t h e  S o r b o n n e ,  a n d  N .  V a s c h id e ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
l a b o r a t o r y  o f  P a t h o l o g i c a l  P s y c h o lo g y  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  H ig h e r  
S tu d ie s .  A .  B i n e t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  M a d a m e  F r a y a  d r e w  h e r  

i f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  p a l m i s t r y ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  a n c ie n ts ,  
s t a r t e d  o f f  f r o m  a  s p e c u la t iv e  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  p u t  o n  o n e  s id e  e v e r y 
t h i n g  e ls e ,  n o t  e v e n  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r e m o n i t i o n .  
H e  s a id  :

"  If we are compelled to admit that events in the life of a person which 
we may conjecture to be the direct consequences of his character can be 
predicted or guessed, it is no longer the same for events which are not 
effects of the personality. W e live in a physical and moral world in which 
we are both active and p assive; we produce effects on others and are 
influenced by them. We act and are acted upon. V ery often our lives

1 T ra iti de M etapsychique (Alcan), 1922, pp. 509-510. Translation published by
Messrs. Collins under the title Thirty Years o f  P sy ch ica l Research.



are disturbed by external events which are as unforeseen and as foreign to 
our moral character as the lightning that strikes a house. Therefore a 
person who knows our psychology would be incapable of foreseeing such 
an event. Palmists are therefore taking a wrong road. They ought to 
follow the reasoning given above. But nothing stops them ; these im
prudent persons predict the future of their clients, the whole of their 
future, without discrimination." (Binet, L ’ A n n e e  p sych ologiqu e , 1908,
p- 393)

H a v i n g  t h o u g h t  t h u s ,  i t  d i d  n o t  e v e n  o c c u r  t o  h i m  t o  v e r i f y  
e x p e r im e n t a l l y  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n ts  i n  a  
l i f e — s o  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  o t h e r  t o  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  i t — w e r e  tru e. T h e  
o n ly  u s e  t h a t  h e  k n e w  h o w  t o  m a k e  o f  t h e  c o n s p ic u o u s ly  e n d o w e d  
p e r c ip ie n t  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  h i m  b y  M .  j e a n  F i n o t ,  w a s  t o  a s k  h e r  
t o  s a y  f r o m  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  s o m e  c h i l d r e n  s h o w n  h e r  
t h r o u g h  a  c u r t a i n ,  w h ic h  w e r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  w h ic h  w e r e  b a c k 
w a r d .  H i s  c o n c lu s io n  w a s  t h a t  t h e i r  is  s o m e  t r u t h  i n  p a l m i s t r y .  
T o  a p p l y  r u le s  o f  C h e i r o m a n c y  t o  a  s u b je c t  l i k e  M a d a m e  F r a y a  is  
t o  i n v i t e  a n  e n d le s s  s e r ie s  o f  e r r o r s .  V a s c h id e ,  y o u n g e r  a n d  le s s  
p e t r i f ie d  i n  m i n d  b y  s c h o la s t i c  p r e ju d g m e n t s ,  s a w  t h a t  p a l m i s t r y  
is  n o t  e v e r y t h in g ,  a n d  t h a t  b e h i n d  t h e  f e w  i n d i c a t i o n s  s u g g e s te d  
b y  t h e  h a n d s ,  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  m o r e ,  w h ic h  h e  c a l le d  “  i n t u i 
t i o n . ”  B u t  h e  w a s  m u c h  e m b a r r a s s e d  w h e n  h e  h a d  t o  f o r m u la t e  
a  c o n s id e r e d  j u d g m e n t  o n  p r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  h is  b o o k ,  £ s s a i  de la  
P sy ch o lo g ie  de la  M a i n .  H e  s a y s  :

“  Predictions of the future must be received with caution (p. 473). 
I have seen Mme Fraya and others reveal the past of persons she did not 
know and make wonderful prophecies as to their future . . . there are 
persons endowed with a special intuitive sensitiveness who can perhaps 
anticipate the capricious laws of chance . . .  it may therefore be that 
nervous subjects endowed with the mysterious faculty of ‘ intuition ' 
may seize upon unknown data, data coming from the unknown (p. 483). 
Formerly I used to smile when listening to the prophecies of fortune
tellers ; but since I have studied these problems, I still smile at the con
jectural predictions and the naive affirmations of future events; never
theless, 1 have verified the large amount of knowledge and psychological 
data that an organ so complex as the hand may furnish "  (p. 487).

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  p a g e s  t h a t  t h i s  e x c e l le n t  p s y c h o l 
o g is t  h a s  d e v o t e d  t o  p r e c o g n i t i o n  i t  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  t o  b e  s u re  
w h e t h e r  h e  h o ld s  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  t o  b e  t r u e  o r  n o t .  H e  s a y s  
h e  h a s  s e e n  w o n d e r f u l  p r e d i c t i o n s ,  b u t  h e  s p e a k s  a s  t h o u g h  h e  
h a d  n o t  v e r i f i e d  t h e m .  V a s c h id e  f e a r e d  t h e  i l l - n a t u r e d  r e m a r k s  
o f  h is  f e l l o w s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  W h a t  h e  d a r e d  n o t  s a y  h a s  
b e e n  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  v e r i f i e d  b y  h i s  d e s t i n y : a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  o n e  
o f  t h e  p a g e s  i n  w h ic h  h e  h a s  c lo t h e d  h is  h e s i t a t io n  i n  a  m u l t i 
t u d e  o f  p h r a s e s ,  t h e r e  is  t h i s  n o t e  :

Mme Fraya predicted to the author of this work during the winter of 
1904 that he would die of pneumonia in his thirty-third year. The
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Countess de Noailles, who was present, Mme Fraya, and N. Vaschide 
himself confirmed this prediction, which, unhappily, came true October 
13th, 1907. A year before his death, a gipsy from Roumania told him 
in 1906 that he would die in the following year. (Note by his widow.)

P r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a  h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l  is  a n  e x p e r i 
m e n t a l  f a c t .  I t  i s  s o  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r  m u t a b l e  o p in io n s  t h a t  
I  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  t i l l  a f t e r  
s e v e r e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t e s t .  B u t  I  o w n  t h a t  I  a m  a s to n is h e d  t h a t  
o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  o u r  p a l t r y  “  k n o w l e d g e , ”  m e n  s h o u ld  r e fu s e  
d  p r io r i  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  h u m a n  b e in g s  p o s s e s s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
p l a n e  o f  t h o u g h t  n o t  b o u n d e d  b y  c e r e b r a l  f u n c t io n s ,  a n d  th e r e fo r e  
p e r h a p s  n o t  e x t i n g u i s h e d  b y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  b o d y .

W e  n o w  k n o w  w h a t  k i n d  o f  p h e n o m e n a  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c ts  
c a n  p r o d u c e  w h e n  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  i s  d i r e c t e d  u p o n  a  h u m a n  
o b j e c t i v e .  W e  s h a l l  n e x t  s t u d y  :

( 1 )  T h e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  p r o c e s s  b y  w h ic h  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  a re  
p r o d u c e d  ;

( 2 )  F r o m  w h a t  s o u r c e  p e r c i p i e n t s  d r a w  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n ;
(3 )  W h a t  a r e  t h e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  c a u s e s  o f  e r r o r  i n  t h e  f u n c t io n 

i n g  o f  t h e i r  f a c u l t y .



P A R T  I I I

METAGNOMIC PERCIPIENTS IN THE EXERCISE 
OF THEIR FACULTY

C H A P T E R  I

T H E  D A W N  O F  T H E  F A C U L T Y  O F  S U P E R N O R M A L
C O G N I T I O N

T
H E  f a c u l t y  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  i n  p e r s o n s  h ig h ly  
e n d o w e d  a n d  e x e r c is in g  i t  i n  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  w a k in g  
s t a t e  a n d  w i t h o u t  a r t i f i c i a l  a id s ,  u s u a l ly  a p p e a r s  
s p o n t a n e o u s ly .  O n e  d a y ,  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  s o m e  p e r s o n ,  

t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  f in d s  h i m s e l f  s u d d e n ly  a w a r e ,  w h e t h e r  b y  m e a n s  
o f  s t r o n g l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  o r  b y  h a l lu c in a t io n s  
( v is io n s ,  w o r d s  m e n t a l l y  h e a r d ,  p h r a s e s  i m p u l s i v e l y  s p o k e n ,  o r  
o t h e r w is e )  o f  m o r a l  o r  m a t e r i a l  f a c t s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i n  c o u r s e  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  o r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  m o r e  o r  le s s  c lo s e ly  c o n c e r n in g  
t h e  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t ,  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  t h a t  th e s e  f a c t s  c o u ld  
n o t  b e  n o r m a l l y  k n o w n .

T h e  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  s u c h  p h e n o m e n a ,  e s p e c ia l ly  i n  t h e  p re s e n c e  
o f  p e r s o n s  o p p r e s s e d  b y  a n x ie t ie s ,  m a k e s  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  a w a r e  
o f  h is  e x c e p t io n a l  a p t i t u d e ,  a n d  i f  h e  c u l t i v a t e s  i t  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  
h e  b e c o m e s  a b le  t o  u s e  i t  a t  w i l l ,  p r o v id e d  t h a t  h e  p la c e s  h im s e l f  
i n  c o n d i t i o n s  m o r e  o r  le s s  s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  u n d e r  w h ic h  i t  w a s  
f i r s t  d is c o v e r e d .

B e r t  R e e s e ,  t h e  c e le b r a t e d  G e r m a n - A m e r ic a n  p e r c ip ie n t ,  
m a n i f e s t e d  h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  g i f t s  f r o m  t h e  a g e  o f  s ix  y e a r s .

“ H i s  m a r v e l lo u s  f a c u l t i e s  s o  t e r r i f i e d  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  t o w n  
w h e r e  h e  w a s  b o m  t h a t  t h e y  d e s e r te d  t h e  s h o p  w h e r e  h is  f a t h e r  
s o ld  m is c e l la n e o u s  g o o d s ,  a n d  t o  a v o id  r u i n  h e  h a d  t o  s e n d  h is  
s o n  a w a y  t o  P o s e n .  T h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o w n  w e r e  f i l l e d  
w i t h  h o r r o r ;  t h e y  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  c h i l d  a  w i z a r d  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  
b y  t h e  d e v i l  ”  ( F e l i x  H o l la e n d e r ,  A n n .  S c i .  p s y c h .,  S e p t . ,  1 9 1 3 ) .

R e e s e  w a s  p r e c o c io u s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  t h a t  
I  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  o n l y  s h o w  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  a f t e r  a d o le s c e n c e ,  a n d  
s o m e t im e s  m u c h  la t e r .

S o m e t im e s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n  
is  a c c id e n t a l  a n d  i n v o l u n t a r y .
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A  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  p r e d is p o s e d  t o  h y p n o s is ,  a n d  s o m e  d a y  s o m e 

o n e ,  f o r  a m u s e m e n t ,  c u r i o s i t y ,  s t u d y ,  o r  f o r  c u r a t i v e  p u rp o s e s ,  
p u t s  h i m  i n t o  t h e  h y p n o t i c  s t a t e .  T h e  u s u a l  t e s t s  o f  s o m n a m b u l ic  
s u g g e s t io n  a r e  m a d e ,  a n d  i f  b y  c h a n c e  h e  is  q u e s t io n e d  a b o u t  s o m e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e  p r e s e n t ,  o r  i f  a b s e n t  k n o w n  t o  t h e  s u b je c t  o r  t o  
t h e  q u e s t i o n e r ,  s u r p r i s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  r e c e iv e d ,  w h ic h  is  n o t ,  
a s  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  o f  s u c h ,  m e r e  g u e s s w o r k ,  b u t  t h e  d e l in e a t io n  o f  
f a c t s  a d m i t t i n g  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  S u c h  p e r s o n s ,  t h o u g h  d e v o id  o f  
e x c e p t i o n a l  p s y c h ic  f a c u l t y  i n  t h e i r  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  s h o w  t h e m 
s e lv e s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  r e a l  m e t a n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  w h e n  h y p n o t i z e d .

M o r e o v e r  ( a n d  t h i s  f a c t  is  w o r t h  n o t i n g ) ,  s u b je c t s  w h o  s h o w  
s t r o n g  m e t a g n o m i c  f a c u l t y  w h e n  h y p n o t i z e d  a r e  s o  p r o n e  t o  
s o m n a m b u l i s m  t h a t  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  o f t e n  c o m e s  t o  t h e  s u r fa c e  
d u r i n g  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  a c c e s s  o f  s u c h  s le e p .  A f t e r w a r d s  i t  c a n  b e  
u s e d  a t  w i l l ,  b y  h y p n o s is  p r o d u c i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  s o m n a m b u l is m .

A n o t h e r  n o t e w o r t h y  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d a w n  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n  is  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l le d  o c c u l t  s c ie n c e s  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  
d i v i n a t i o n .  C a r t o m a n c y ,  c h e i r o m a n c y  . . .  a l l  t h e  “ — m a n c ie s , "  
p la c e  t h o s e  w h o  p r a c t i s e  t h e m  i n  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  e x e r c is e  t h e i r  
m i n d s  i n  p e n e t r a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  h u m a n  l i v e s .  I t  is  r e a d i ly  
u n d e r s t a n d a b le  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u ld  b r i n g  l a t e n t  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l 
t ie s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  a n d  a ls o  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  s o  o p e r a t e  s h o u ld  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e y  d r a w  f r o m  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  c a r d s ,  f r o m  t h e  l in e s  o f  t h e  
h a n d ,  e t c .  e t c . ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  r e a l l y  c o m e s  f r o m  e ls e w h e re ,  
a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e  i n  t h e  s e q u e l .

O t h e r  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  h a v e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s u p e r in d u c e d  
t h e  l a t e n t  f a c u l t y  b y  m e t h o d s  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  s e e n  o t h e r s  u s e . 
T h e y  u s e ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e ,  t h e  c r y s t a l  b a l l ,  o r  t h e  m i r r o r  t o  
e x c i t e  v i s u a l  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ,  a u t o m a t i c  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .

B u t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  t h e  c a p i t a l  c a u s e  w h ic h  b r in g s  m e ta 
g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  t o  l i g h t  is  t h e  b e l ie f  i n  s p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  e n d e a v o u r s  
a t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  t h e  d e a d .

B y  u s in g  t h e  t a b le  a n d  r a p s ,  t h e  p l a n c h e t t e  w h o s e  p o i n t  m o v e s  
o v e r  a n  a l p h a b e t ,  b y  a u t o m a t i c  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  s p i r i t u a l i s t s  
t h i n k  t o  p u t  t h e i r  s u b c o n s c io u s  m i n d  a t  t h e  d is p o s a l  o f  d is -  
c a r n a t e  s p i r i t s ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  r e a l l y  p l a c i n g  i t ,  i n  a l l  c a s e s  o f  
t r u l y  m e t a n o r m a l  o u t p u t ,  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  d i r e c t s  
m e t a g n o m i c  f a c u l t y  e x e r c is e d  o n  a  h u m a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  w i t h o u t  
a n y  s p i r i t i s t  c u l t i v a t i o n .

T h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t  p r a c t i c e s  g i v e  n o t h i n g  t h a t  a d m i t s  o f  p o s i t i v e  
c h e c k s ,  m o r e  t h a n  a r e  g i v e n  b y  p h e n o m e n a  o b t a in e d  b y  m e t a -  
g n o m y  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  u s e d : t h e y  a r e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  r e v e a l in g  
f a c u l t i e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  o t h e r w is e  r e m a in  l a t e n t .

A c c o r d i n g  t h e n  a s  a  p e r s o n  is  c a p a b le  o f  b e c o m in g  a  
m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  w h i l e  a w a k e ,  u n d e r  h y p n o s is  o r  b y  t h e  
h e l p  o f  a r t i f i c e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  m a y  b e
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s p o n ta n e o u s ,  o r  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  h a p p y  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s ,  o r  t h e  e n d  o f  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  a c q u i r e  i t .

T h e  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  l e a v e  t h e i r  
f a c u l t ie s  u n u s e d .  S o m e  m a k e  a  t r a d e  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  i f  h i g h l y  
e n d o w e d  th e s e  a r e  ( f o r  t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e m )  p s y c h ic  
in s t r u m e n t s  f o r  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  e x is t e n c e  a n d  a s c e r t a in in g  t h e  
g e n e r a l f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n .
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N e u r o s is  a n d  M e t a g n o m ic  S u b j e c t s

A m o n g  m e n  o f  s c ie n c e  w h o  h a v e  v e r i f i e d  c e r t a i n  p h e n o m e n a  
o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  t h e  o p i n i o n  is  w id e s p r e a d  t h a t  t h i s  
p a r a - p h y s io lo g ic a l  p o w e r  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  n e u r o s e s .  T h i s  o p i n i o n  
h a s  a r is e n  a m o n g  m e d ic a l  m e n  w h o s e  p r o f e s s io n  h a s  b r o u g h t  
th e m  u n e x p e c t e d ly  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  p a t i e n t s  w h o  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
m a la d y ,  a n d  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h a t  m a la d y ,  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  
m e ta g n o m ic  m a n i f e s t a t io n s .  T r u e  f o r  s u c h  c a s e s  a n d  f o r  a n a l o 
g o u s  c a s e s , i t  is  n o t  v a l i d  a s  a  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  p o i n t  m u s t  b e  
c lo s e ly  lo o k e d  i n t o .

N e a r ly  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  d i r e c t e d  t o  a  
h u m a n  o b j e c t i v e  w h o s e  d e t a i l s  I  h a v e  r e a d  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  
p h i lo s o p h ic  R e v ie w s  h a v e  b e e n  r e l a t e d  b y  p h y s ic ia n s ,  a n d  h a v e  
b e e n  p r o d u c e d  b y  p a t i e n t s  s u f f e r in g  f r o m  p a t h o l o g i c a l  d i s t u r b 
a n c e s  o f  a  n e u r o p a t h i c  n a t u r e .

T h e  c a s e s  o f  a u t o s c o p y  c i t e d  b y  D r s .  S o l l ie r ,  C o m a r ,  B u v a t  
a n d  o t h e r s ,  t h e  c a s e  o f  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  m u r d e r  c i t e d  b y  D r .  
D u f f a y ,  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  b o o k ,  w e r e  a l l  o b s e r v e d  
w i t h  h y s t e r ic a l  p a t ie n t s  p la c e d  u n d e r  h y p n o s is  f o r  r e m e d ia l  o r  
o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .  I t  s e e m s  u n d e n ia b le  t h a t  n e u r o s e s  c a n  g e n e r a t e  
m e t a g n o m y .  B u t  t h i s  m u s t  n o t  b e  m a d e  i n t o  a  g e n e r a l i s a t io n  
t h a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n  
o w e s  i t  t o  a  p a t h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  b r a i n .

A m o n g  t h e  p a t h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  k n o w n  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  
"  n e u r o s e s , ”  t h e r e  is  o n e  w h i c h  s o m e t im e s ,  t h o u g h  s e ld o m ,  
o r ig in a t e s  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n — i t  i s  t h a t  m o r e  o r  le s s  p r o f o u n d  a n d  
m o r e  o r  le s s  e x t e n s iv e  s le e p  o f  t h e  c e r e b r a l  f u n c t io n s ,  m is n a m e d  
* ' h y s t e r ia  ” ; t h i s  s le e p  s o m e t im e s  g o e s  s o  f a r  a s  t o  p r o d u c e  l o c a l  
p a r a ly s is  o r  e v e n  g e n e r a l  l e t h a r g y ,  b u t  s o m e t im e s  t a k e s  t h e  s o m 
n a m b u l ic  f o r m  i n  w h ic h  t h e  c e n t r a l  p s y c h ic  c o n t r o l  is  e c l ip s e d ,  
le a v in g  t h e  c e r e b r a l  m e c h a n is m  t o  w o r k  u n c h e c k e d .

W h e n  h y s t e r ia  t a k e s  t h e  s o m n a m b u l ic  f o r m  i t  m a y  p r o d u c e  
m e t a g n o m ic  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  i f  t h e  p a t i e n t  a ls o  r e c e iv e s  a  s p e c ia l  
e x t e n s io n  o f  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  d u e  t o  t h e  m o r b i d  s t a t e .

T h e  p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  m e t a g n o m y  a r e  v e r y  
r a r e l y  f o u n d  i n  h y s t e r i c a l  s o m n a m b u l is m ,  s in c e  a l ie n is t s ,  B e r n h e i m
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a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  h a v e  n e v e r  m e t  w i t h  i t ; a n d  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t ,  
a n d  t h a t  o n l y ,  d e n y  i t s  e x is t e n c e  a n d  e v e n  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t y .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w h a t  is  f r e q u e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  i n  p a t h o lo g ic a l  
s o m n a m b u l is m  is  f a n t a s t i c a l  c r e a t i o n  a n d  h y s t e r i c a l  r o m a n c e .

H o w  m a n y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  j u d g m e n t s  w o u l d  b e  a v o id e d  i f  th e s e  
t w o  f u n c t i o n a l  m o d e s  o f  t h o u g h t  w e r e  k n o w n  a n d  d i f f e r e n t ia t e d  

H y s t e r i c a l  s o m n a m b u l is m ,  a s  m a n y  c u r r e n t  w o r k s  h a v e  e s ta b 
l i s h e d ,  i s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  m o r e  o r  le s s  c o m p le t e  e c l ip s e  o f  th e  
p s y c h ic  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  “  s u p e r io r  ” — v o l u n t a r y  d i r e c 
t i o n  a n d  c o n s c io u s  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h o u g h t .  T h e  
p s y c h is m  o f  t h e  s o m n a m b u l i s t  l e f t  t o  t h e  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  g e n e s is  
o f  id e a s ,  w o r k s  u n c o n t r o l l e d  u n d e r  t h e  in f lu e n c e s  t h a t  c o m e  t o  i t  
f r o m  w i t h i n  o r  f r o m  w i t h o u t .

I n  s o m e  v e r y  r a r e  c a s e s  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s ,  e i t h e r  b y  r e a s o n  o f  
t h e  m a la d y ,  o r  a s  a  n a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  a n  e x t e n s io n  o f  s e n s i
t iv e n e s s  b e y o n d  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s c a le  o f  s e n s o r ia l  r e g is t r a t i o n ,  
c o n n e c t in g  h i m  m o r e  c lo s e ly  w ' i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  w i t h  h is  
o w n  o r g a n is m .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s  t h e  p s y c h ic  a c t i v i t y ,  r e le a s e d  f r o m  
a l l  c o n t r o l ,  i s  m o v e d  b y  s e n s a t io n s  p a r a n o r m a l l y  r e c e iv e d ,  a n d  
e la b o r a t e s  t h e m  i n t o  c o g n i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  m e n t a l  
im a g e s ,  a n d  t h e n  i n t o  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n  w 'o r d s .  M a n i f e s t a t io n s  
o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  a r e  t h e n  o b s e r v e d .

B u t  i f  t h e  s o m n a m b u l ic  p a t i e n t  p o s s e s s e s  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  s e n s o r ia l  d iffe r e n tia  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h e  b r a i n  f u n c t io n s  
o n  i t s  o w n  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  e x c i t e d  i m a g i n a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t s  
f a b le s  r o u n d  g e n u in e  o r  f a n c i f u l  id e a s ,  a n d  g e n e r a t e s  t h e  h y s t e r i 
c a l  r o m a n c e  w h ic h  o c c a s io n a l ly  lo o k s  l i k e  m e t a g n o m y  i f  t h e  
c e n t r a l  id e a  r o u n d  w h ic h  t h e  w h o le  c r y s t a l l i z e s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  
s o m e  r e a l i t y .

T h e s e  t w o  t y p e s  o f  h y s t e r ic a l  u t t e r a n c e s  s h o u ld  b e  w e l l  k n o w n  : 
c o n f u s io n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  h a s  c a u s e d  m a n y  n e g a t io n s  a n d  u n 
f o u n d e d  b e l ie f s .  D o c t o r s  h a v e  s o  o f t e n  e x p e r ie n c e d  c a s e s  o f  
h y s t e r i c a l  r o m a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  d e n y  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c t  t h e y  h a v e  
n o t  c o m e  a c r o s s ; a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  a n  o p p o s i t e  i m p u ls e ,  t a k e s  
f o r  t r u e  a l l  h y s t e r i c a l  im a g in in g s  b e c a u s e  n e u r o p a t h i c  s o m n a m 
b u l i s m  h a s  s o m e t im e s  le d  t o  m e t a g n o m y .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  h y s t e r ic a l  n e u r o s is  s o m e t im e s ,  t h o u g h  v e r y  r a r e l y ,  
b r i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  d e t e r m in e  
m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n a ,  b u t  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  h y p e r 
c o g n i t i o n  la s t s  a s  lo n g  a s , a n d  n o  lo n g e r  t h a n ,  t h e  n e u r o p a t h i c  
s t a t e  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  i t .  I t  a r is e s  f r o m  a  m o r b id  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  
p a s s e s  a w a y  w i t h  i t .

S u c h  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  w h o s e  f a c u l t y  
i s  p e r m a n e n t .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  u s u a l  t y p e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o m  I  h a v e  
b e e n  a b le  t o  s t u d y .  I  k n o w  s o m e  r e m a r k a b le  p e r c ip ie n t s  w h o  
h a v e  n e v e r  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  a n y  n e u r o p a t h ic  t r o u b le s  a n d  s h o w  n o
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s ig n s  o f  h y s t e r ia .  O u t s i d e  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  f a c u l t y ,  
w h e th e r  u n d e r  h y p n o s is  o r  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  t h e y  s h o w  n o  
s p e c ia l p h y s ic a l  o r  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  S o m e  a r e  m o r e  e m o 
t io n a l  a n d  h a v e  q u i c k e r  r e a c t i o n s  t h a n  m o s t  p e r s o n s ,  b u t  t h e i r  
c e r e b r a l  f u n c t io n s  a r e  w e l l  b a la n c e d .

I f  h y s t e r ic a l  n e u r o s is  m a y  p r o d u c e  m e t a g n o m y ,  i t  i s  o n l y  
e x c e p t io n a l ly  t h a t  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  a r e  n e u r o p a t h s ; t h e y  
a re  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  s o .
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C H A P T E R  I I

T H E  G E N E R A L  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  C O N D I T I O N S  F O R  
S U P E R N O R M A L  C O G N I T I O N

W
H A T E V E R  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e s  t h a t  a  m e ta g n o m ic  
s u b je c t  m a y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  
h e  is  n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  m o d e s  o f  
n o r m a l  t h o u g h t .  H i s  m e n t a t io n ,  w h e n  e la b o r a t in g  

t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  i s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  a s  w h e n  h e  r e f le c ts ,  
d e c id e s ,  a n d  a c ts .

T h e  m a g n e t is e r s  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
c a l le d  t h i s  f u n c t i o n a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a  “  s e c o n d a r y  s t a t e , ”  s ig n i 
f y i n g  t h e r e b y  t h a t  a  n e w  m e n t a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  s u p e r v e n e d ,  d i f f e r 
i n g  f r o m  t h a t  n o r m a l  m e n t a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  b y  p e c u l ia r  p r o p e r t ie s .

M. de Fleuridre, a metagnomic subject in the waking state, thus 
describes his psychic condition when using this special faculty :

“ In what concerns myself, I am fully aware that my mental state has 
nothing in common with my usual psychic condition. I instantly enter 
a kind of second state. I am no longer the same man ; I neither see nor 
feel after the same manner. I experience a kind of duplication of per
sonality ; or rather, it is as if a personality hidden in the deepest part of 
my being rose up and took the place of my normal personality. Never
theless, it does not seem to me that my habitual psychism is completely 
evicted or abolished. Not so ; but under the conscious mind that directs 
my ordinary life, I feel the working of a subconscious intelligence quicker 
and better informed than the former, which has therefore a right to 
direct, to enlighten, and to complete it.

*' If this state is prolonged, I feel myself literally intoxicated, as if by the 
rapture that is felt in musical or poetic composition, and to such a point 
that I often lose entirely the notion of the place where I am and of the 
objects that interest me. I enter and leave this state very quickly, almost 
as quickly as one opens or shuts one’s eyes, so as to open or close contact 
with the external world.

"  After long stances I am not in a condition less favourable to the 
exercise of this faculty, but quite contrariwise. I feel the rapture growing, 
and the more it grows, the greater is the mental exaltation which intensi
fies my faculty of supernormal vision.”  (Extract from a manuscript note 
by M. de Fleuriere to Dr. Osty, May 22nd, 1922.)

I n  w h a t  d o e s  t h i s  s e c o n d  s t a t e  c o n s is t ,  p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l l y  ? 
W h a t  h a p p e n s  i n  t h e  n e r v e - c e n t r e s  o f  a  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  a t  
t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  c e a s e s  t o  w o r k  a n d  t h e  
m e t a n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  c o m e s  i n t o  p l a y  ? P e r h a p s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  
f u t u r e  t h i s  w i l l  b e  k n o w n .
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A l l  t h a t  c a n  b e  s a id  a s  y e t  is ,  t h a t  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a t e  
c o m e s  i n t o  a c t io n ,  i t  m a n i f e s t s  t w o  p a r a n o r m a l  p s y c h o - p h y s i o 
lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s ,  ( i )  p e r s o n a l  d i s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  p s y c h ic  a c t i v i t y ,  
a n d  (2 ) a  s p e c ia l  s e n s e — a  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  
th o s e  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  s e n s o r ia l  p e r c e p t io n s .

1. T h e  F u n c t io n a l  D is s o c ia t io n  o f  P s y c h i c  A c t i v i t y

T h e  n o r m a l  g e n e s is  o f  id e a s  t a k e s  p la c e  u n d e r  t h e  i m p u l s e  o r  
th e  c o n t r o l  o f  m e n t a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  w h i c h  d i r e c t s  i t s  a c t i v i t y ,  
a s s ig n s  i t s  o b j e c t ,  j u d g e s  i t s  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  a c c e p t i n g  o r  r e j e c t i n g  
th e s e , d e c id e s  f o r  o r  a g a in s t  a n  a c t .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a t e  o f  
m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  t h e  d i r e c t i n g  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t ,  a t t e n t i o n ,  
a n d  w i l l — i n  s h o r t ,  w h a t  m o d e r n  p s y c h o l o g is t s  c a l l  “  t h e  s u p e r io r  
p s y c h is m , ”  n o  lo n g e r  d i r e c t s  a n d  c o n t r o l s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
id e a s .  K n o w le d g e  c o m e s  t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  b y  a  
f u n c t io n a l  s y s te m  i n  w h ic h  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  r e g is t e r s  s o m e t h in g  
a l r e a d y  w o r k e d  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  i n t e r p r e t s  a n d  e x p la in s  i t .  S o m e 
t im e s  i t s  a c t i o n  is  c o n f in e d  t o  t a k i n g  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  u n c o n s c io u s ly  e x p r e s s e d .

T h e r e  is  n o t ,  a s  i n  t h e  h y p n o t i c  s t a t e  o f  o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n s ,  a  
d i m i n u t i o n  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h ic h  m a y  e x t e n d  t o  v a n is h i n g  p o i n t ,  
b u t  o n l y  a  r u p t u r e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  s y n e r g y  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n 
s c io u s  a n d  s u b c o n s c io u s  p la n e s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t r a n s p o s i n g  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t y .

A  d o u b le  p s y c h ic  p e r s o n a l i t y  s e e m s  t o  b e  f o r m e d — t h e  o n e  
w h ic h  is  c o n n e c t e d  b y  p a r a n o r m a l  s e n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n 
m e n t ,  a n d  o n  d a t a  d e r i v e d  f r o m  i t  w h i l e  i n  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n ,  c o n 
s t r u c t s  k n o w le d g e  in a c c e s s ib le  b y  o r d i n a r y  s e n s o r ia l  c h a n n e l s ; 
t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  c o n s c io u s  p s y c h ic  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h ic h  k n o w s  
n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  e l a b o r a t io n  i n  p r o g r e s s  a n d  o n l y  i n t e r v e n e s  
t o  s t a t e  a n d  e x p r e s s  i t s  r e s u l t s .

T h is  m a r k e d l y  d i f f e r e n t ia t e s  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a t e  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  
s u b je c t s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  w h o s e  f a c u l t y  is  m a n i f e s t  o n l y  i n  a  p r o f o u n d  
s ta g e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  s le e p ,  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a t e  o f  n o r m a l  p e r s o n s  
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  s a m e  d e g r e e  o f  h y p n o s is .  T h e s e  H a t t e r  s e e m  
a u t o m a t a  w h o s e  p s y c h is m  is  w i t h o u t  v o l i t i o n  a n d  o b e y s  e v e r y  
s u g g e s t io n  o f  t h e  h y p n o t i s e r ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  m i n d  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  
s u b je c t s  r e t a in s  i t s  f u l l  a c t i v i t y ,  i t s  f r e e d o m  o f  j u d g m e n t ,  r e s is t s  
v e r b a l  s u g g e s t io n s ,  a n d  k e e p s  i t s  s p o n t a n e i t y  o f  e x p r e s s io n .

T h i s  f u n c t i o n a l  d is s o c ia t io n  o f  p s y c h ic  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  
c o n d i t i o n  f o r  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  t o  c o m e  i n t o  a c t io n .  H y s t e r i c a l  
s o m n a m b u l is m  o c c a s io n a l ly  b r i n g s  t h i s  a b o u t ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  
i t  s o m e t im e s  s h o w s  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  n a t u r a l  
s le e p ,  s o m n o le n c e ,  a b s o r b in g  p r e o c c u p a t io n ,  p h y s ic a l  a n d  m e n t a l  
f a t i g u e ,  m a y  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  d i s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d  o c c a s io n a l ly
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p r e s e n t  a c c id e n t a l  p h e n o m e n a  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n — p r e s e n t im e n ts ,  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l le d  "  t e le p a t h i c , ”  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e  d is s o c ia t io n  
o f  p s y c h ic  f u n c t io n s  t a k e s  p la c e  a c c o r d in g  t o  m o d a l i t i e s  w h ic h  
v a r y  w i t h  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .

S o m e  p e r c ip ie n t s  r e a c h  t h a t  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  e f f o r t  o r  w i t h  v e r y  
l i t t l e  e f f o r t : i t  s u f f ic e s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  v o l u n t a r i l y  d i v e r t  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e c o m e  a s  i t  w e r e  s p e c t a to r s  
o f  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  l i k e  th o s e  o f  a  d r e a m .  B y  a r r e s t in g  f o r  a  
m o m e n t  t h e i r  c o n t r o l l e d  t h o u g h t  t h e y  h a v e  w a k i n g  d r e a m s  o f  
p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f u t u r e  a c t u a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
i n d i v i d u a l  o n  w h o m  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  i s  d i r e c t e d .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  
n o t h i n g  o f  t h i s  p a r a n o r m a l  m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y  a p p e a r s  ; t h e y  s e e m  
t o  t h i n k  t h e i r  s u p e r n o r m a l  t h o u g h t s  j u s t  a s  a n y o n e  t h i n k s ,  a n d  
t h e y  e x p r e s s  t h e m  a s  o n e  e x p r e s s e s  o r d i n a r y  t h o u g h t .

F o r  o t h e r  s u b je c t s ,  a ls o  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  m e n t a l  d is s o c ia t io n  
i s  le s s  e a s y ,  a n d  t h e y  r e a c h  i t  b y  a r t i f i c e s .  S o m e  c o n c e n t r a t e  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  l in e s  o f  t h e  h a n d ,  p la y in g - c a r d s ,  
w r i t i n g ,  a  c r y s t a l  b a l l ,  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  o b j e c t .  O t h e r s  s t a r t  t h e  
p s y c h ic  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  b y  p r a c t i s i n g  a u t o m a t i s m s —  
t a b le - r a p p in g ,  p la n c h e t t e  a n d  a lp h a b e t ,  o r  a u t o m a t i c  w r i t i n g ,  
e t c .

T h e r e  is  a n o t h e r  c la s s  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  w i t h  w h o m  
f u n c t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p s y c h is m  a p p e a r s  o n l y  u n d e r  h y p n o s is  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  d e g re e s  o f  i n t e n s i t y .

W i t h  s o m e  t h e  f a c u l t y  a p p e a r s  i n  a  s l i g h t  d e g r e e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  
s le e p  w h ic h  t h e y  c a n  t h e m s e lv e s  in d u c e .  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  
c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e i r  t h o u g h t  o n  “  g o in g  t o  s le e p  ”  m o t o r  r e a c t io n s  
s u p e r v e n e ,  s h o w n  b y  a g i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e y e l id s ,  s l i g h t  s t a r t s ,  
q u ic k e n e d  b r e a t h i n g  ; t h e n  c a lm n e s s  s u c c e e d s ,  t h e  e y e l id s  c lo s e ,  
a n d  t h e  v o ic e  s a y s ,  “  I  a m  t h e r e ;  y o u  c a n  a s k  m e  q u e s t io n s . ”  
F r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  c lo s e d  e y e s ,  t h e y  a c t  a s  d o  
m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  p r e s e n t in g  l i k e  t h e m ,  
n o r m a l  a n d  p a r a n o r m a l  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h o u g h t  s im u l t a n e o u s ly .  
T h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  c a n  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  t h e m  o n  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  
i n t e r v a l s  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c e p t i o n ; t h e  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n  
t a k e s  p la c e  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  o b je c t i v e  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e i r  
t h o u g h t .  T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  n o r m a l  t o  p a r a n o r m a l  m e n t a t io n  
is  m a r k e d  b y  a  s h o r t  p a u s e  a n d  s o m e  s p a s m o d ic  m o t o r  r e a c t io n s .

S o m e  f e w  s u b je c t s ,  m u c h  m o r e  r a r e l y  m e t  w i t h ,  o n l y  s h o w  t h e  
f a c u l t y  w h e n  i n  p r o f o u n d  h y p n o s is .  M a d a m e  M o r e l ,  f r o m  w h o m  
I  h a v e  o b t a in e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  q u o t e d  i n  t h i s  b o o k ,  is  o f  
t h i s  t y p e .  S h e  is  h y p n o t i z e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t  g a z e ,  a n d  s u d d e n ly  
f a l l s  i n t o  a  s le e p  s o  p r o f o u n d  t h a t  a l l  m e n t a l  l i f e  s e e m s  e x t i n c t  
i n  h e r  b r a i n  ; s h e  s e e m s  a  b o d y  w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t  o r  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  
k e e p in g  a n y  a t t i t u d e  i n  w h ic h  s h e  m a y  b e  p la c e d .  B u t  a s  s o o n  
a s  h e r  p s y c h is m  is  c a l le d  i n t o  a c t i v i t y  b v g g » $ § t io n s ,  o n e  is  a m a z e d
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t o  f in d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c a t a l e p t i c  s t a t e ,  t h e  s a m e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a c t i v i t y  a s  i n  t h e  s u b je c t s  w h o s e  f a c u l t y  a p p e a r s  u n d e r  l i g h t  
h y p n o s is  o r  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e .

A s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  n o r m a l  s t a t e s  o f  s le e p in g  a n d  w a k i n g  
c o m m o n  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s ,  th e s e  s e n s i t i v e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e a c h  k i n d ,  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  s le e p in g  o r  w a k i n g ,  w h e r e a s  i n  r e a l i t y  t h e r e  s h o u l d  
b e  n o  re fe r e n c e  t o  s le e p ,  f o r  t h e  p s y c h ic  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  i n  f u l l  a c t i v i t y .  
B e tw e e n  t h e  t w o  e x t r e m e s  o f  s e e m in g  w a k e f u ln e s s  a n d  s e e m in g  
s le e p , t h e  p o w e r s  o f  o t h e r  s e n s i t i v e s  h o l d  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  p la c e ,  
s o m e t im e s  a p p r o x i m a t i n g  t o  s le e p ,  s o m e t im e s  v e r y  n e a r  t o  f u l l  
w a k e fu ln e s s .  A  t y p e  o f t e n  m e t  w i t h  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

P a u s in g  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e  s u b je c t  w is h e s  t o  
use  t h e  f a c u l t y .  H e  lo o k s  f i x e d l y  o r  c lo s e s  h i s  e y e s ,  h i s  e y e l i d s  
f l u t t e r  a  l i t t l e  a n d  h i s  h a n d s  j e r k  s l i g h t l y .  S o o n  t h e  i n f o r m i n g  
m e n ta l  im a g e s  r is e  a n d  h e  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e m .  T h i s  s l i g h t  h y p n o i d  
t r a n c e 1 h a s  b r o u g h t  a  w 'h o le  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n s .  
B u t  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  h a s  t r a n s l a t e d  th e s e  i n t o  w o r d s ,  t h e  s u b je c t  i s  
u n d e r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i n d u c i n g  a  f r e s h  t r a n c e ,  f o l l o w e d  a g a in  
b y  o t h e r s  i f  h e  d e s ir e s  t o  p u s h  h is  p e r m e t a g n o m i c  p e r c e p t i o n s  
f u r t h e r  ; s o  w i t h  s u c h  s u b je c t s  t h e  s t a n c e  b e c o m e s  a n  a l t e r n a t i o n  
o f  h y p n o id  a n d  w a k i n g  s t a t e s .  T h i s  is  m a n i f e s t l y  w h a t  t a k e s  p la c e ,  
t h o u g h  le s s  o b v i o u s l y , w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  s e e m  t o  e x e r c is e  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  
f a c u l t y  u n d e r  t h e  n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m e n t a t i o n .

W e  m a y  s u m  u p  t h e  a b o v e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
m e ta g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  a p p e a r s  a n d  b e c o m e s  a c t i v e  i n  a  p s y c h o 
lo g ic a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h ic h  t h e  p s y c h is m  w o r k s  u n d e r  o t h e r  i n c i t e 
m e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  n o r m a l  c o n t r o l  a n d  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h is  c o n d i t i o n  is  r e a c h e d  b y  m e a n s ,  a n d  i n  m e n t a l  s t a t e s ,  w h ic h  
v a r y  w i t h  t h e  s u b je c t s ,  g i v i n g  m u l t i p l e  s e m b la n c e s  t o  t h e  s a m e  
p ro c e s s .

2. T he Paranormal Sense

T h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  o f  s e n s i b i l i t y  i n  n o r m a l  m o d e s  o f  s e n s o r ia l  
p e r c e p t io n  d o  n o t  e x h a u s t  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  h u m a n  n e r v e - s u b s t a n c e  
t o  r e c e iv e  im p r e s s io n s ,  f o r  o b s e r v a t i o n  s h o w s ,  a n d  e x p e r im e n t  
d e m o n s t r a te s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  m o d e s  o f  
e n e r g y  t h a t  d o  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  la r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  m a n k i n d .

C e r t a in  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a n i f e s t  a  s e n s i b i l i t y  b e y o n d  t h e  n o r m a l  
s e n s o r ia l  s c a le  b y  a  k i n d  o f  m e t a n o r m a l  s e n s e  w h ic h ,  a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e i r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  d i v e r s i t i e s ,  is  s u b d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i n t o  
s e c o n d a r y  m o d e s  w h ic h  a l l o w  o f  p a r a n o r m a l  p e r c e p t io n  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  f ie ld s  o f  a c t i v i t y .

I t  w o u ld  b e  s u p e r f lu o u s  t o  e n t e r  h e r e  i n t o  l o n g  d is c u s s io n  o n  
t h e  m e t a n o r m a l  f o r m s  o f  s e n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  h a v e  
a c q u i r e d  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  a c t u a l i t y  a n d  s o m e  n o t i o n  o f
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t h e  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  c o n v e y ,  i n  h a v in g  r e a d  t h e  f o r e g o in g  
a r t i f i c i a l  g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t io n .

L i m i t i n g  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t io n  t o  t h e  s in g le  a n d  p r i n c i p a l  c a se  
w h e n  t h e  m e t a n o r m a l  s e n s e  r e c e iv e s  im p r e s s io n s  f r o m  t h e  fo c u s  
o f  e n e r g y  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h a t  m e t a n o r m a l  
s e n s e  is  s e e n  t o  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  f o r c e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e  d i f f e r e n t  
e f fe c ts .

A d o p t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p e r im e n t s  o f  t h e  m a g n e t iz e r s  o f  t h e  
e ig h t e e n t h  a n d  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r ie s ,  E m i l e  B o i r a c  h a s  v e r i f ie d  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  d y n a m i c  e m a n a t io n s  f r o m  
h u m a n  b e in g s  ( m o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  t o  s o m e  w h o  r a d i a t e  m o r e  f r e e ly ) ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  r e a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  t h a t  s t im u lu s ,  b y  
h y p n o t i c  s le e p  a m o n g  o t h e r  m o d e s .

I n  M .  d e  F l e u r i e r e  I  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  a  s u b je c t  w rh o ,  i n  a d d i t io n  
t o  t h e  m o r e  u s u a l  m e t a g n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  p e r c e iv in g  
w h a t  h e  c a l l s  “  t h e  f l u i d  ”  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o m  h e  t o u c h e s .  T h e s e  
f l u i d i c  e m a n a t io n s  e n t e r  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  u n d e r  t h e  s e m b la n c e  
o f  c o lo u r e d  v is io n s  a n d  t a c t i l e  s e n s a t io n s  s o  p r e c is e  a n d  s h a r p ly  
c h a r a c t e r i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t o  h i m  c o m p le x e s  w h ic h  d e l in e a te  
h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s .  T h e  t o u c h  o f  n o  t w o  p e r s o n s  g iv e s  h im  
t h e  s a m e  t o t a l  s e n s a t io n .  A  c u s t o m a r y  p r o c e e d in g  o f  h is  is  t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h ,  b y  m e r e  c o n t a c t  o f  h a n d s ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l  “  f l u i d  ”  
f r o m  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s  p r e s e n t ,  w h o m  h e  r e c o g n iz e s  i f  t h e y  h a v e  
p r e v io u s l y  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  t e s t  o f  h i s  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  w h o m  
h e  c a n  e v e n  n a m e  i f  t h e  n a m e s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  h i m .

A n o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l  m o d e  o f  t h e  m e t a n o r m a l  s e n s e , w e l l  k n o w n  
t o  p s y c h o lo g is t s ,  i s  i m p r e s s i o n a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  r a d i a t i o n s  o f  e n e r g y  
f r o m  h u m a n  t h o u g h t ,  u l t i m a t i n g  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  id e a s  
a n d  f e e l in g s  i n  w o r d s .

R e c e p t i v i t y  t o  v o l u n t a r i l y  s u g g e s te d  t h o u g h t  i s  v e r y  r a r e  i n 
d e e d .  R a t h e r  le s s  r a r e  i s  s e n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h o u g h t  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y  
s u g g e s te d ,  b u t  u n d e r  t h e  d o m in a n c e  o f  c o n s c io u s  a t t e n t i o n .  
M u c h  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  is  i m p r e s s i o n a b i l i t y  t o  t h o u g h t  
n o t  s u g g e s te d ,  n o r  f o r m u l a t e d ,  n o r  c o n s c io u s ly  r e m e m b e r e d ,  
e s p e c ia l l y  w h e n  i t  l ie s ,  a s  i f  s t a t i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  r e s e r v o i r s  o f  m e m o r y .

T h i s  l a t t e r  m o d e  o f  m e t a n o r m a l  r e c e p t i v e  s e n s i b i l i t y  c o n n e c t s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  s p e c ia l  s e n s o r ia l  s y s t e m  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  
p e r c ip i e n t s  c o g n iz in g  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .  T h e i r  m e t a g n o m ic  s e n s e  
i s  s o  im p r e s s io n a b le  t o  s u b c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  ( s o - c a l le d )  t h a t  i n  
e x p e r im e n t s  d i r e c t e d  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h ic h  t h a t  t h o u g h t  
(a s  u s u a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d )  c o u ld  n o t  s u p p l y ,  i t s  t r a n s m is s io n  f r o m  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o g n iz e d  t o  t h e  c o g n iz in g  s u b je c t  i s  a  S t u m b l in g -  
b l o c k  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a v o id ,  a n d ,  a s  w i l l  b e  s e e n  f u r t h e r  o n ,  a  
chief cause o f  e r r o r .

In  w hat d o e s  t h e  s p e c ia l  s e n s e  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  c o n s is t  ? 
T h e answer t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  m u s t  be l e f t  t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  m u s t
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b e g in  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  c o n s id e r  u n d e r  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  i t  
f u n c t io n s ,  h o w  i t  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  im p r e s s  i t ,  
a n d  f r o m  w h a t  m y s t e r i o u s  s o u r c e  i t  d e r i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
n o n e  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  s e n s e s  c a n  d i r e c t l y  r e g i s t e r .

3. H o w  t h e  S p e c ia l  S e n s e  o f  M e t a g n o m ic  S u b j e c t s  is  
Co n n e c t e d  w it h  H u m a n  B e i n g s  P r e s e n t e d  t o  I t

T h r e e  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  e n a b le  o n e  t o  g a t h e r  a  g e n e r a l  
n o t io n  h o w  t h e  m e t a n o r m a l  s e n s e  c a n  b e  p la c e d  i n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
th e  h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  c o g n iz a n c e .

1 .  T h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d  is  p r e s e n t .
2 . T h is  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e .
3 . W h e n  i t  is  d i s t a n t  b o t h  i n  s p a c e  a n d  t im e .

T h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a lity  o n  w h o m  th e  s u p e r n o r m a l f a c u l t y  is  
d irected  is  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  p e r c ip ie n t .

U n d e r  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  d i f f e r e n t  p e r c ip i e n t s  w i l l  b e h a v e  i n  d i f f e r 
e n t  w a y s ,  o r  e a c h  m a y  h a v e  h i s  o w n  a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a p t i t u d e s .  A  v i s i b le  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  
t o  b e  c o g n iz e d  is  n o t  a l w a y s  r e q u i r e d ,  m e r e  p r o x i m i t y  is  s u f f i c i e n t ; 
t h e  f o r m e r  d e s ir e s  t o  b e  i n f o r m e d  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  
n e a r  h im ,  a n d  t h e  f a c u l t y  c o m e s  i n t o  a c t i o n  m o r e  o r  le s s  q u i c k l y  
a n d  m o r e  o r  le s s  e f f e c t i v e l y .  P e r c ip i e n t s  w h o  a c t  i n  t h i s  w ra y  
u s u a l ly  a s k  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  o n e  p e r s o n  b e s id e s  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
m a y  b e  p r e s e n t .  I t  i s  a  f a c t  f u l l  o f  m e a n in g  a n d  o f  h i g h  p s y c h o -  
p h y s io lo g ic a l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  w h e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  a r e  
p r e s e n t  a t  a n  e x p e r im e n t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  r e a c h e s  t h e  s u b je c t  
d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  a p p l y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  a s s ig n e d  f o r  c o g n i t i o n ,  
b u t  m a y  a p p l y ,  e v e n  o c c a s io n a l l y  b y  p r e f e r e n c e ,  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  
o th e r s .  T h e  p e r c ip i e n t  a s  a  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t  s e e m s  t o  b e  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m a n y  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  m u s t  m a k e  a n  
e f f o r t ,  n o t  a lw a y s  s u c c e s s fu l ,  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  
a s s ig n e d  f o r  c o g n i t i o n .  T h i s  is  s p e c ia l l y  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  w a k i n g  
s u b je c t s  ; t h o s e  w h o  a r e  h y p n o t i z e d  a r e  m o r e  e a s i l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  
p e r s o n  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  s t u d y .

B u t  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  d e g r e e  o f  f a c i l i t y  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e s  
o n  t h e  o n e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  b r in g s  a b o u t  a  le s s e n in g  o f  h is  
p e r c e p t i v e  p o w e r s  a n d  c a u s e s  g r e a t  f a t i g u e ,  a s  i f  b y  k e e p in g  t o  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a s s ig n e d  h i m  h e  w e r e  c o n s t r a in e d  t o  a n  e x h a u s t in g  
m e n t a l  e f f o r t .

M o s t  s u b je c t s ,  t o o ,  a r e  u n d e r  a  p h y s io lo g ic a l  c o m p u ls io n  t o  
c o n n e c t  t h e m s e lv e s  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d ,  a t  
le a s t  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  s ta n c e  a n d  o f t e n  d u r i n g  i t s  w h o le  c o u r s e .  
C o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  h a n d  is  t h e  m e t h o d  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d .  A n o t h e r

THE GENERAL PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS 123



1 2 4

f a c t  w o r t h y  o f  r e m a r k  w h ic h  c o m p le t e s  t h e  le s s o n  a b o v e  s u g g e s te d  
i s  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  r a r e l y  s t r a y s  f r o m  t h e  o n e  w i t h  w h o m  c o n t a c t  
i s  m a in t a i n e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  o t h e r s  b e  p r e s e n t ; a n d  t h e  s ta n c e s  
a r e  a ls o  le s s  e x h a u s t in g .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s u b je c t s ,  w h e n  e x e r c is in g  m e t a g n o m y  o n  
p e r s o n s  c lo s e  t o  t h e m ,  w h o  p r e f e r  i n d i r e c t  t o  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t .  
M i l e  d e  B e r l y  a s k s  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d  t o  c o v e r  a  p ie c e  
o f  p a p e r  w i t h  w r i t i n g ,  o r  a n y  k i n d  o f  d r a w i n g  o r  s ig n s .  S h e  lo o k s  
a t  t h i s  o r  c r u s h e s  i t  i n  h e r  h a n d s ,  a n d  i f  t h e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  a re  
s lo w  t o  f o r m ,  s h e  p la c e s  i t  t o  h e r  f o r e h e a d ,  a n  a c t i o n  w h ic h  
s e e m s  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m o d e  o f  a r o u s in g  t h e  f a c u l t y .  B y  
p r o c e e d in g  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r  s h e  d i r e c t s  h e r  f a c u l t y  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  
t h e  w r i t e r ,  w h e r e a s  w i t h  n o t h i n g  i n  h e r  h a n d s  s h e  w o u ld  f a l l  
u n d e r  t h e  in f l u e n c e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t .  T h e  
w r i t t e n  p a p e r  l i n k s  h e r  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d .

S u b je c t s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  c o u ld  a c t  b y  d i r e c t  t o u c h  i f  t h e y  w is h e d .  
W h e n  t h e y  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t  w r i t i n g  o r  
a n y  o t h e r ,  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h e m  t h a t  t h e i r  
m e t a n o r m a l  s e n s e  is  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  im p r e s s e d  i n  t h a t  w a y ,  
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e i r  s e n s i b i l i t y  o v e r m u c h .

T h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a lity  o n  w h o m  th e  s u p e r n o r m a l is
d ir e cte d  i s  d is ta n t i n  sp a ce .

U n d e r  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  
m a n i f e s t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  a c c o r d in g  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o r  t o  
s p e c ia l  m e t h o d s  p e c u l ia r  t o  t h e  s u b je c t .  T h e s e  c a n  b e  r e d u c e d  
t o  a  f e w  l e a d in g  t y p e s .  A  p e r c ip i e n t  s o m e t im e s  f in d s  h im s e l f  
u n e x p e c t e d ly  l i n k e d  t o  s o m e  h u m a n  b e in g  a t  a  d is t a n c e ,  k n o w n  
o r  u n k n o w n  t o  h i m  o r  t o  a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t .  I n  c a s e s  o f  
t h i s  k i n d  p e r c ip ie n t s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  p s y c h ic  
d i s s o c i a t i o n ; t h a t  is ,  t h e y  a r e  u s in g  t h e i r  m e t a n o r m a l  s e n s e  a t  
t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  s u p e r v e n e s .

T h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  w a s  d u r i n g  a  s t a n c e  o f  s u p e r 
n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  a n d  w h i l e  i n  h y p n o i d  t r a n c e  t h a t  C o u n t  H u g o  
B a s c h i£ r i  w a s  s u d d e n ly  i n f o r m e d ,  a n d  m a d e  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  
r e v e la t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s a s s in a t io n  o f  J a u r 6 s ,  n e a r  t h e  B o u l e v a r d  d e s  
I t a l i e n s .  C o u n t  B a s c h ie r i  w a s  i n  a  r e u n io n  o f  p s y c h is t s  a t  a  c o n 
s id e r a b le  d is t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  c r im e  (v id e  p .  3 7 ) .

T h i s  f a c t ,  w h ic h  I  h a v e  q u o t e d  i n  m y  b o o k ,  L u d d i t e  et I n t u i t io n ,  
c o m e s  o u t  i n  i t s  f u l l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  h e r e .  I  r e p r o d u c e  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  
i s  v e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s im i la r  i n c id e n t s  i n  t h e  f iv e s  o f  m e t a 
g n o m ic  s e n s i t iv e s .

“  Having gone to bed late one night, Mme Fraya had, towards morning, 
a dream in which she seemed to be exercising her faculty.

“  Opening the door between her private room and the drawing-room, 
she sees approaching her a lady with a face worn by suffering. She begs
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her to sit down, takes her hands, and begins to delineate the sorrows of 
her present l ife : ' Great suffering dominates you ; you are stricken in 
one who is most dear to you— your son. . . . W ithout any apparent cause 
he has latterly been mentally afflicted, and so seriously that internment 
has been considered necessary. He is now in an asylum .’ "

At this stage in her dream Mme F raya  wras awakened by her maid, 
who came to say that the postman required her signature. She got up, 
put on a dressing-gown, signed, and then went back to sleep. The dream 
was resumed at the point broken off. . . . "  The doctors who advised 
the internment and those at the asylum think the case incurable . . . 
and the grief due to this has overwhelmed you with despair. I shall, 
however, give you some consolation by telling you that after a few months 
your 6on will be given back to you entirely cured. . . . You will be told 
of his cure, and you will yourself go to fetch him. . . .”

On waking, this professional dream remained so vividly in remembrance 
that Mme Fraya could have repeated the words almost textually. She 
wondered at the creative power of imagination to invent scenes so like 
reality. Some days passed, and her m any engagements caused the dream 
to pass into the background of memory.

About a week later, during one of her busy afternoons, when she went 
to open the door of her room to admit one of her clients, the lady who 
came towards her was the lady of her dream. Mme Fraya then, without 
h iving recourse to her metagnomic faculty and without any intermediary 
hallucination, only had to repeat from memory the consultation made in 
dream. The sorrowing mother was absolutely stupefied with amaze.

P h e n o m e n a  o f  t h i s  k i n d  a r e  s o  u s u a l  w i t h  M .  d e  F le u r i e r e  t h a t  
h e  a lw a y s  h a s  a  p e n c i l  a n d  p a p e r  o n  h is  n i g h t - t a b l e  t o  n o t e  d o w n  
th e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  c o m e s  t o  h i m  e i t h e r  i n  d r e a m s  o r  d u r i n g  
in s o m n ia ,  c o n c e r n in g  p e r s o n s  w h o m  h e  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  h a v e  
s e e n , a n d  a r e  k n o w m  o r  u n k n o w n  t o  h i m .  A n d  i t  s o m e t im e s  
h a p p e n s  t h a t  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  p e r c ip i e n t  m e e ts  i n  h is  r e c e p t io n  
r o o m  s o m e  o n e  c o m in g  t o  h i m  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  
p r e a m b le  p la c e s  b e f o r e  h i m  a  w r i t t e n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  p r e o c c u p a 
t io n s  t h a t  h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  v i s i t .

F o r  c o m p a r is o n ,  a n d  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  p h e n o m e n a  
w e r e  k n o w n  t o  a n t i q u i t y ,  I  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  P h i l o -  
s t r a t u s ,  t h e  b i o g r a p h e r  o f  A p o l l o n i u s  o f  T y a n a ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w h e n  a t  
E p h e s u s  i n  A s ia  M i n o r  r e v e a le d  t h e  a s s a s s in a t io n  o f  t h e  E m p e r o r  
D o m i t i a n  a t  R o m e  a t  t h e  v e r y  m o m e n t  o f  i t s  o c c u r r e n c e . 1

S u c h  f a c t s  le a d  u s  t o  c o m p a r e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  t o  o u r  
r e c e iv e r s  o f  e l e c t r i c  v ib r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a n y  p e r c e p t ib le  l i n k s  
w i t h  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  e n e r g y .  W ir e le s s  t e le g r a p h y  m a y  b e  t a k e n  a s  
a n  a n a lo g u e  t o  t e le p a t h y ,  i n  v ie w  o f  o u r  ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  p h y s ic a l  
m e c h a n is m  o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t .

T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  m e t a g n o m ic  
f a c u l t y  i s  e x e r c is e d  o n  d i s t a n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y  v is i b le  
l i n k ,  b u t  u n d e r  a s p e c ts  w h ic h  m a k e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  a p p e a r  s o  
c o m p le x  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  s c ie n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t  w i t h  w h ic h  w e  c a n  
c o m p a r e  t h e m .

t Apollonius of Tyana, by Chassang (Didier, 1862).
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E x p e r im e n t in g  w i t h  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  p la c e d  i n  p re s e n c e  
o f  a  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c ip i e n t  w e  c o n s t a n t l y  o b s e r v e  t h a t  i n  a d d i 
t i o n  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e  c o g n iz e d ,  k n o w le d g e  is  s h o w n  o f  o t h e r  
l i v e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t ,  a n d  m o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  w e  see  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  t a k i n g  c o g n i t i o n  o f  s o m e  o n e  o f  t h e s e ,  h o w e v e r  f a r  d i s t a n t ,  as  
i f  h e  w e r e  t h e r e  p r e s e n t .  P r o x i m i t y  t o  s o m e  o n e  h u m a n  b e in g  
is ,  f o r  s o m e  p e r c ip ie n t s ,  a  s u f f i c ie n t  l i n k  t o  e n a b le  t h e i r  f a c u l t ie s  
t o  a c t  u p o n  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n s .

O n e  is  t h e n  t e m p t e d  t o  t h i n k  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  a n  u n c o n s c io u s  
t r a n s m is s io n  o f  t h o u g h t  b e t w e e n  p e r c ip i e n t  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  
t h e r e  p r e s e n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  d e t a i l s  g i v e n  a r e  u s u a l l y  k n o w n  t o  
t h a t  p e r s o n  o r  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r ; b u t  w h e n  t h e  r e v e la t io n s  
m a d e  o n  t h e  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n  a r e  u n k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w a b l e  b y  t h e m  
a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n f i r m s  t h e m  a s  v e r id i c a l ,  s o m e  o t h e r  e x p la n a 
t i o n  m u s t  b e  s o u g h t .

T h i s  m e n t a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  w h o s e  s o le  l i n k  i s  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  
t h o u g h t  o f  a  p e r s o n  c lo s e  b y ,  is  s o  e a s y  t o  c e r t a i n  p e r c ip i e n t s  t h a t  
i t  o c c u r s  s p o n t a n e o u s ly  i n  t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  l i v e s ,  g i v i n g  a  c u r io u s  
e f fe c t .

M i le  d e  B e r l y ,  a  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c ip i e n t  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s ta t e ,  
h a s  g i v e n  m e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o n  h o l i d a y s  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  p la c e ,  
a  s t a n d i n g  in s t a n c e  o f  im m e d ia t e  a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w h e n  s o m e  p e r s o n  is  a l lu d e d  t o  
w h o m  I  h a v e  k n o w n  o r  m e t ,  o r  w h o m  I  a m  i n t e n d i n g  t o  see , 
M i le  d e  B e r l y ,  a s  s o o n  a s  s u c h  a  p e r s o n  is  t h o u g h t  o f ,  w i l l  b r e a k  
i n  :

“  T h i s  g e n t le m a n  is  s y m p a t h e t i c  . . . m e d iu m  h e i g h t ,  b r o w n  
h a i r ,  d a r k  e y e s  . . .  i n  a  c o n s p ic u o u s  s i t u a t i o n  . . . a n d  w h a t  
a  n ic e  f a m i l y  c i r c le  . . .  a  g r o w n - u p  g i r l  w h o  is  a b o u t  t o  b e  
m a r r i e d  . . . t w o  y o u n g  b o y s  . . . h is  w i f e  . . .  I  s e e  h is  w i f e .  
H e r  h e a l t h  is  v e r y  p o o r  . . . p o o r  h e a l t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  . . . ”

F o r  h o u r s  h e r  c o n v e r s a t io n  is  d o t t e d  w i t h  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c e p 
t i o n s  o f  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n s  w h o  o f t e n  c o u n t  f o r  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  t h e  p e r s o n  s h e  is  s p e a k in g  t o ,  o r  e v e n  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a n d  n e v e r  
w i l l  b e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t .  A  t h o u g h t  p a s s in g  o v e r  t h e  m e n t a l  
s c r e e n ,  o r  a  f e w  w o r d s  t h a t  e x p r e s s  i t ,  a r e  t h e  s le n d e r  b a s is  f r o m  
w h ic h  t h e  f a c u l t y  s e iz e s  a t  o n c e  o n  a  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n .  T h e  m i n d  
o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  s e e m s  a b le  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  o n  t h e  i n s t a n t  w i t h  
a n y  h u m a n  b e in g  p r o v id e d  t h a t  s o m e  s l i g h t  h i n t  b e  g iv e n .

A n d  i n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  c o g n iz a n c e  w h ic h  is  p o s s ib le  f o r  h u m a n  
i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  a n d  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e ,  is  a ls o  p o s s ib le  f o r  t h o s e  
w h o  a r e  d e a d  a n d  d i s t a n t  i n  t im e .

A  s p o k e n  p h r a s e ,  t h e  s ig h t  o f  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o r  a  t o m b ,  c a l l s  
u p  a  v is i o n  o f  t h e  d e f u n c t  a n d  r e f le c ts  h is  l i v i n g  f o r m .  H e r  
f a c u l t y  t a k e s  h o l d  o f  a  v a n is h e d  l i f e  w h o s e  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  i t
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d e lin e a te s ,  o r  s e iz e s  o n  v a r io u s  e p is o d e s  a t  t h e  f a n c y  o f  t h e  
m e ta g n o m y .

H e r e  is  o n e  in s t a n c e  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  
p e rs o n  w h ic h  a r o s e  f r o m  a  w o r d  o r  a  t h o u g h t . 1 I  q u o t e  i t  o n l y  
b e c a u s e  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h ic h  i t  c a m e  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  
t a k e  i t  d o w n  w o r d  f o r  w o r d .

On July 27th, 1920, towards 9 p.m. some members of my family were 
conversing with Mile de Berly on spiritualism, and asked her if she had 
ever tried table-rapping— the ordinary means of spirit-communication. 
She said, " Yes, but very little ; it tires me to very little purpose." This 
conversation took place in my study where I was writing some letters 
before a seance with this subject.

I said, " I have never seen you use the table ; will you try this now ? 99 
This was done. All placed themselves round a small table, and placed their 
hands on it. I remained at my writing-table to take down the letters 
corresponding to the raps.

As soon as the table moved I said, 99 Call one of my relations who died 
a short time since."

This gave no clue to Mile de Berly, who had never seen the person of 
whom I was thinking ; and none of the members of my family guessed 
who this might be.

The table began to rap ; but the first word was scarcely spelt out before 
Mile de Berly took her hands off, saying,"This tires me, and it is very slow. 
What is the use of a table ? I see this gentleman . . . rather stout, big 
eyes, round face, strongly marked eyebrow's, thickish lips . . . ears rather 
large and flat . . .  a heavy walk . . .  he was about fifty-one, yellow 
complexion and bilious-looking eyes.

" An honest gentleman, good and kindly . . .  a good husband . . . 
rather susceptible . . . good-natured, but his nerves were shaken towards 
the end of his life and he was liable to anger. Very particular about his 
clothes. He has been ill a long time— at least ten years; thought of nothing 
but his ailments.

" Heart weak, kidneys ill . . . legs swelled. Poor man, he suffered 
much ; and how chilly he was ; feet always cold. Giddy at times, and 
sore throat. He has a son, a tall young man : the upper part of his face 
resembles his father, but he takes his character from his mother. His 
wife is pleasant-mannered and kind, rather economical . . . likes order 
. . . rather weak in health. She is rather sad just now . . . she is giving 
up her house. . . .

" This gentleman had much confidence in you. He tells me to say that in 
a short time some one will replace him in his business ; it w'ill be sold to 
advantage. That person will be good-natured and rather lively . . . 
thirty-seven to thirty-eight years of age. He will be a married man, 
medium height; will be recommended by some one. . . ."

1 The reader should understand from the first, that Mile de Berly, having 
a visual hallucination of the persons evoked by her thoughts, whether living or 
not, is persuaded that in the case of the dead, their surviving personalities appear 
to her and inspire her. Hence her spiritualistic diction.

I note, passim , that in the case of hallucination of a living person she does not
think that person to be before her.

I note also that the appearances under which she sees the deceased are those 
of corporeal life, and vary according to the periods in their lives of which her 
faculty is cognizant.
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I said, “  A sk  th a t friend to  give m e som e convincing proof that it  is 
really  this personality th a t com m unicates through yo u .”

A fter a  few m om ents of silence Mile de B . said, "  H e tells me to tell you 
th a t you stopped his sm oking.”  W e could get no further proof of identity.

I had thought of a  man w ith  whom  I was m uch in sym pathy, a notary, 
who died in June, 1920, from an indisposition known m edically for ten 
years past. Appearance, m alady, and character all correctly  described.
H is wife, Mme P ------ , left the house in which she had lived with her
husband for tw enty-five years on Jan uary 12th, 1921.

T h e business had ju st been m ade over to  a substitute who in no way 
corresponded to the person described. B u t as I w rite these lines the present 
successor not having been officially accepted, the prem onition cannot be 
verified.1

I had certain ly induced Mr. P ------ to give up sm oking. H e was a great
smoker, so much so th at in spite of m y con stan tly  repeated embargo, that 
in the last years of his life when suffering from m uch depression he begged 
for one or tw o cigarettes. H e found it  v e ry  hard to give up tobacco.*

I  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  u n d e r  m a n y  f o r m s  t h i s  i n c o m p r e h e n s ib le  
a s s is ta n c e  g i v e n  t o  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  b y  m o r e  o r  le s s  f o r m e d  
a n d  m o r e  o r  le s s  a c c u r a t e  k n o w le d g e  i n  s o m e  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t ,  
e n a b l in g  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  t o  d e l in e a t e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n .

S o  a ls o ,  w h e n  o n e  e x p e r im e n t s  i n  s u c c e s s iv e  p e r i o d i c a l  s ta n c e s  
w i t h  o n e  p e r c ip i e n t  o n  t h e  s a m e  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n ,  i t  is  e a s y ,  
h o w e v e r  l i t t l e  o n e  m a y  b e  a w a r e  o f  i t  b e f o r e h a n d ,  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  
w h a t  o n e  le a r n s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  p e r s o n  b e t w e e n  t w o  s e a n c e s  
a l l o w s  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  s t a n c e ,  t o  c o r r e c t ,  im p r o v e ,  
a n d  d e v e lo p  t h e  p r e v io u s  r e v e la t i o n s  a n d  t o  p r o g r e s s  a  l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  u n k n o w n .  I n  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t ,  h y p e r 
c o g n i t i o n  is  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m e d  a n d  s t i m u l a t e d .  I t  is  b y  r e a s o n  o f  
t h i s  m e n t a l  a id  t h a t  s o m e  s u b je c t s  w h o s e  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c e p t io n s  
a r e  a w a k e n e d  b y  t h e  a r t i f i c e  o f  l a y i n g  c a r d s ,  a s k  t h a t  o n e  s h o u ld  
c o n c e n t r a t e  t h o u g h t  o n  t h e  a b s e n t  p e r s o n  a s  t o  w h o m  i n f o r m a 
t i o n  is  r e q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a r d s .  I  h a v e  v e r i f i e d ,  b y  c h a n c e  in  
t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  b y  d e l ib e r a t e  i n t e n t i o n ,  a  c h a n g e  
i n  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c e p t io n s  f r o m  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  a n o t h e r  b y  
c h a n g in g  m y  o w n  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  f r o m  t h e  o n e  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  w h e n  I  h a d  a c q u i r e d  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  c a r t o m a n c y  c o n v e y s  
n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  e x p e r i 
m e n t e r  c a n  p la c e  t h e  s e n s i b i l i t y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m i n g  
s o u r c e s  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n .

1 In Jan., 1922, the first successor, not having been acceptable to the Chamber 
of Notaries, had to retire, and was replaced by a young lawyer of thirty-six, 
married, and agreeing with the description given.

* About a month before his death, Mr. P., in course of a conversation in which 
I endeavoured to raise his hopes of cure, said to me, “ My dear doctor, I know 
that I am about to die. If there is an after-life I promise to do all I can to let you 
know/'

If Mr. P .t deceased, had really been the inspiring source of Mile de Berly’s 
information, as her manner of speaking suggests,there were so many characteristic 
revelations that he might have made that he would never have stopped at the 
one given, commonplace and proving nothing.
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B e s id e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  
is  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s  b y  t h e  l i n k  o f  t h e  c o r p o r e a l  
p re s e n c e  o r  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  a  g i v e n  p e r s o n ,  t h e r e  is  a n o t h e r  m e a n s  
o f  c o g n i t i o n  w h ic h  s e e m s  m o r e  m a t e r i a l — t h e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  
o b je c t  b e lo n g in g  t o ,  o r  t o u c h e d  b y ,  a n  a b s e n t  p e r s o n .  T h e  
p e r c ip ie n t  t h e n  b e h a v e s  a s  i f  t h a t  p e r s o n  w e r e  p r e s e n t . 1

O u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  P h y s ic s  i s  t o o  i m p e r f e c t  t o  g i v e  a  h i n t  o f  t h e  
m e c h a n is m  o f  t h i s  s t r a n g e  f a c t .  W e  c a n  a s  y e t  o n l y  h a v e  a  
s u r fa c e  k n o w le d g e  o f  i t — c a n  o n l y  t a k e  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  v e r i f i a b l e  
c o n n e c t io n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  p e r c ip i e n t  a n d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
o b je c ts  w h ic h  s e r v e  a s  l i n k s  f o r  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h e i r  m e t a g n o m ic  
f a c u l t y  i n  s p a c e  a n d  t im e .

T h e  o b je c t s  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  f a c u l t y  v a r y  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
p e r c i p i e n t s ; t h e y  h a v e  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t i e s .  O n  
a n  e x t e n d e d  e x p e r ie n c e  i t  w o u ld  s e e m  p o s s ib le  t o  g r a d e  t h e  
e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  s u c h  o b j e c t s  : a t  a n y  r a t e  t h e  l i n k  s e e m s  s t r o n g e r  
o r  w e a k e r  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  s p e c ia l  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  e a c h  s u b je c t .

T h e  m e t h o d  m o s t  u s u a l l y  f a v o u r a b l e  f o r  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  h y p e r -  
c o g n i t i o n ,  is  t o  p u t  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  s o m e  o b j e c t  
p o s s e s s e d  b y  ( o r ,  r a t h e r ,  h a b i t u a l l y  t o u c h e d  b y )  t h e  d i s t a n t  
p e r s o n  t o  b e  d e s c r ib e d .  A n y  k i n d  o f  o b j e c t  w i l l  s e r v e ,  s u c c e s s  
t u r n s  o n  d e g r e e s  o f  s e n s i t iv e n e s s .  T h e  f a c u l t y  i s  b e s t  e x c i t e d  i n  
s o m e  s u b je c t s  b y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  a c t u a l  o r g a n ic  p a r t  o f  t h e  
d i s t a n t  p e r s o n — h a i r ,  n a i l - p a r i n g s ,  a  t o o t h ,  b lo o d ,  o r  a  f r a g m e n t  
f r o m  a n  a m p u t a t i o n  ; o r  a g a in  b y  a  p ie c e  o f  u n d e r c l o t h i n g ,  o f  a  
c o a t ,  a  j e w e l ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  o b j e c t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  h a b i t u a l l y  
t o u c h e d  m u c h  b y  o n e  p e r s o n  a n d  l i t t l e  b y  a n y  o t h e r .  O t h e r s  
p r e f e r  a  w r i t t e n  p a p e r ,  p r o v id e d  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m u c h  h a n d le d  
s in c e  i t  w a s  f i r s t  w r i t t e n ,  e t c .

B u t  e v e n  w i t h  p e r c ip i e n t s  w h o  h a b i t u a l l y  p r o c e e d  i n  t h i s  
m a n n e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  o b je c t  s h o u ld  p e r t a i n  
i n t i m a t e l y  a n d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  o n e  p e r s o n .  T h e  l i n k  m a y  b e  s o  
s l i g h t  t h a t  I  h a v e  s o m e t im e s  b e e n  a b le  t o  in d u c e  p e r c e p t io n  b y  a  
h y p n o t i z e d  s u b je c t  o n  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n s  b y  g i v i n g  a  b o o k  f r o m  m y  
s h e lv e s  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  r e a d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  q u e s t io n  m o n t h s  
b e f o r e ,  o r  e v e n  b y  t o u c h i n g  t h e  a r m  o f  a  c h a i r  i n  w h ic h  t h a t  
p e r s o n  h a s  s a t .

T h e  l i n k  s e e m s  s t i l l  m o r e  t e n u o u s  w h e n  t h e  o b j e c t  s u c c e s s fu l ly  
u s e d  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a c t u a l l y  t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  b u t  o n l y  
f o r m e d  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  i n t i m a t e  s u r r o u n d in g s .  1 * * * * * * * 9

1 This experimental condition is known in metapsychic literature under the
name of " psychometry,” a name given, I think, by Buchanan, a professor of
anthropology, about the middle of the nineteenth century.

This term should be abolished. Its etymology has nothing to do with the
phenomenon described. It is rightly used ip psychology to indicate the system of
measurements for intellectual and moral Qualities. Two meanings to the same
word create a confusion which should be avoided.

i
9
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W e  m a y  t h i n k  t o  g o  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  i n  i n c o n s is t e n c y  w h e n  d e a l in g  
w i t h  a  p h o t o g r a p h .  T h e  im a g e ,  w h i c h  is  b u t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  l i g h t  
r e f le c t e d  f r o m  a  h u m a n  b e in g  o n  u n s t a b l e  c h e m ic a l  c o m p o u n d s ,  is  
o c c a s io n a l l y  a  s u f f i c i e n t  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n .

Y e t  m o r e  : m e t a g n o m i c  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n  u n k n o w n  
t o  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r ,  h a s  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  b y  p u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  h a n d  
o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  a  c a r d  f r o m  w 'h ic h  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h a t  p e r s o n  
h a d  p r e v io u s l y  b e e n  u n s t u c k .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d  t o  h a v e  c o m e  
a b o u t  b y  a c c id e n t ,  a n d  I  h a v e  r e p r o d u c e d  t h e  e f fe c t .

P u s h in g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n  t h i s  s p e c ia l  s e n s e  o f  p e r c ip ie n t s  s t i l l  
f u r t h e r ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  t o  r e le a s e  m e t a g n o m i c  f a c u l t y  b y  t h e  
t o u c h  o f  a  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  s o m e  o b j e c t  b e lo n g i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t a n t  
p e r s o n .  T h e  r e a d e r  m a y  r e f e r  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a s e  i n  w h ic h  M m e  
M o r e l  g a v e  a  f r a g m e n t a r y  a n d  n o t  im p r o b a b le  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  
o f  a  p e r s o n  a n d  s c e n e  v e r y  r e m o t e  i n  t i m e  f r o m  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  
o f  a  g la s s  a m p u l l a  t a k e n  f r o m  a  t o m b .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  
s h e  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  le d  t o  s p e a k  o f  m a n y  o t h e r  t h in g s  h a v in g  
n o  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t .

I  m a y  a d d  t h a t  m a n u a l  t o u c h ,  t h o u g h  u s u a l ,  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  
n e c e s s a r y  ; s o m e  p e r c ip i e n t s  r e c e iv e  m e t a g n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  
m e r e ly  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  o b j e c t .  M i l e  d e  B e r l y  g iv e s  s u p e r n o r m a l  
c o g n i t i o n s  b y  m e r e ly  l o o k i n g  a t  a  p h o t o g r a p h .

O b s e r v e d  t h u s  i n  i t s  s e v e r a l  m a n i f e s t a t io n s ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  
r e c e iv in g  m e t a n o r m a l  im p r e s s io n s  s e e m s  f a n t a s t i c .  E x p e r im e n t s  
m u s t  b e  f r e q u e n t ,  e x a c t ,  a n d  r i g o r o u s ly  d i r e c t e d  t o  a  d e f in i t e  
p u r p o s e ,  b e f o r e  o n e  c a n  b e  s u r e  o f  b e in g  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  r e a l i t y  
a n d  n o t  i n  a n y  w a y  i l lu s io n is e d .

W h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  l i n k s  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t  ? I t  is  u s e le s s  t o  l o o k  f o r  t h i s  b y  o b s e r v 
i n g  m o s t  p e r c ip ie n t s .

A l l  o f  t h e m  a r e  n o t  c a p a b le  o f  w o r k i n g  o n  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n s .  
T h o s e  w h o  a r e ,  c a n  r a r e l y  b e  u s e d  f o r  a n y  e f f e c t i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
p h e n o m e n o n  i t s e l f .  O n e ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  w i l l  l o o k  a t  o r  t o u c h  a  b i t  
o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  w r i t e r  ; a n o t h e r  
p re s s e s  a  lo c k  o f  h a i r  t o  t h e  f o r e h e a d  a n d  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  
f r o m  w h o m  i t  w ra s  t a k e n ; a n d  t h e r e  t h e  e x p e r im e n t  e n d s  a n d  
r e s e a r c h  is  b r o u g h t  t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l .  N o t h i n g  m o r e  c a n  b e  le a r n e d .

B y  t h i n k i n g  o v e r  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  b y  w h ic h  d i f f e r e n t  p e r c ip i e n t s  
o b t a i n  c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e ,  c o m p a r is o n s  a r e  
d r a w n  w h ic h  s h e d  n o  l i g h t  o n  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
c a n  o n l y  a v o w  h is  c o m p le t e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f a c t .

I  m i g h t  b e  m y s e l f  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  i f  I  h a d  n o t  
m e t ,  i n  M m e  M o r e l ,  a  p e r c ip i e n t  w i t h  w h o m  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p a r t  
p la y e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b je c t  is  r e a l l y  f e r t i l e  i n  r e s u l t s .  T h i s  
s t u d y  is  a s s is te d  b o t h  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  d e e p  h y p n o s is  i n  w h ic h  h e r  
f a c u l t y  a c t s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  s p e c ia l l y  e x c i t e d  b y  t h a t
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m o d a l i t y  o f  e n e r g y  w h e r e b y  e a c h  o f  u s  im p r e g n a t e s  w h a t e v e r  h e  
to u c h e s  o r  t h in g s  a b o u t  h i m ,  w h ic h  is  t h e  s t i m u l u s  t o  m e t a g n o m i c  
p e r c e p t io n  o f  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n s .  A t  t h i s  s ta g e  o f  o u r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  
s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  I  c a n n o t  d e l a y  t o  s e t  o u t  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  
s e r ie s  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  i n s t i t u t e d  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t e d  v ie w  o f  d i s c o v e r 
in g  e x a c t ly  w h a t  s o r t  o f  s t i m u l u s  a n  o b j e c t  t o u c h e d  b y  a  h u m a n  
b e in g  a f f o r d s  t o  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s .

I  c a n  o n l y  s u m m a r iz e  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  w h o s e  a c c u r a c y  c a n  b e  
c h e c k e d  b y  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  e x p e r im e n t s .  T h e y  a r e  t r u e  f o r  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  p e r c ip i e n t ,  a n d  a r e  o f  v a lu e  a ls o  a s  b e a r in g  o n  t h e  
i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  i n  t h e i r  
d i f f e r in g  u s e  o f  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b je c t s .

I. Any object placed in the hands of Mme Morel almost immediately 
arouses the mental perception of one of the persons who have previously 
touched it, and allow of her receiving knowledge concerning that person's 
life.

II. Each human individual who has touched the object may be evoked 
and cognized. The experimenter cannot know in advance which of the 
personalities will first come up. To reach the personality on whom 
investigation is desired it is sometimes necessary to dismiss a varying 
number of those that are not required.

III. Human individuals connected with the lives of the persons who 
have touched the object may also, though more rarely, be cognized. This 
fact has caused some persons to take for errors revelations that were only 
misdirection of the faculty.

IV. Each of the persons thus evoked is perceived distinctly, without 
there ever being transpositions or confusion of the physical states of the 
different persons who have touched the object.

V. As soon as mental evocation of the personality has been obtained 
the object that called it up m ay be taken from the percipient and de
stroyed. The percipient, nevertheless, continues to describe the states of 
life in the distant person just as if he were present, or at any rate as if the 
object were still being held.

VI. E very one of the personalities which have been evoked by contact 
can be cognized with reference to the totality of his being, in its whole 
duration and extension ; at whatever moment in the life contact may 
have been made. For instance, with an object touched twenty years 
before and never since, the percipient can cognize the life as it is at present 
and can recognize its course.

V II. The physical and chemical nature of the objects is not a percep
tible factor in their usefulness. W ith Mme M., however, the objects that 
stimulate best are those with which contact has been frequent and pro
longed, and which have not been touched by others.

V III. Duration of contact between an object and a human being does 
not give to the former a proportional degree of stimulating powder. The 
effectiveness of the object practically resides in its having been touched ; 
but the preponderant factor in its effect would seem to lie in the quality 
of the person who has touched it, and also in some kind of physical 
sympathy between the sensibility of the subject and some emanation 
included in the object. The same object that has been touched by several 
persons does not arouse perception of any one preponderant individuality 
in various percipients.

THE GENERAL PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS 131



132

IX . Lapse of time does not seem to lessen the stimulative power of an 
object, as far as can be judged b y  experiments that admit of real check.

X . Placing in contact diverse things intended to serve as objects for 
experiment on different persons at a distance does not in any way modify 
their respective values as means of evocation. Practically objects do not 
communicate to one another whatever it is that we communicate to them, 
that eventually puts us in relation with the metanormal faculty.

X I. Errors in a metagnomic experiment on a present person may recur 
in the same form in further experiments made with an intermediary 
object and by an experimenter who knows neither the personality 
described nor the revelations previously made.

E x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  p a r a l l e l  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  w h a t  
i s  g i v e n  i n  p r e s e n c e  o r  i n  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  d e l in e a t e d  s o o n  
s h o w s  t h e  p a r i t y  i n  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  e i t h e r  c a s e . T h e  
p e r c ip i e n t  a c t s  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r ,  w o r k i n g  a lo n g  h i s  o w n  l in e s  
o f  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  w h e t h e r  w i t h o u t  a n y  v i s i b l e  l i n k ,  b y  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  
o r  b y  i n d i r e c t  c o n t a c t ,  n o t h i n g  d i f f e r i n g  b u t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  i n  s p a c e  
s e p a r a t in g  t h e  c o g n iz e r  f r o m  t h e  c o g n iz e d .

I  w i l l  n o t  l a b o u r  t h e  p o i n t .  N o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  
g i v e n  a b o v e  w o u ld  b e  c o m p le t e  a t  t h i s  s ta g e .  I  w i l l  d e d u c e  i n  d u e  
t i m e  f r o m  e x p e r im e n t a l  c a s e s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  w h ic h  
i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b je c t s  g i v e  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s .

T h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a lity  o n  w h o m  th e s u p e r n o r m a l f a c u l t y  is  

d ir e cte d  is  d is ta n t  i n  T im e .

U n d e r  th e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  a c t s  e x a c t l y  
a s  i n  t h e  l a s t  c a s e , a n d  is  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  p e r s o n s  
d e c e a s e d ,  o r  l i v i n g  a n d  d i s t a n t  b y  t h e  s a m e  m e t h o d s .

T h e  p r e s e n c e  a n d  t h o u g h t  o f  s o m e  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  
t h e  d e c e a s e d  o r  a n  o b j e c t  t o u c h e d  b y  h i m ,  a  p h o t o g r a p h ,  o r  w h a t  
n o t ,  s t a r t s  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  i n t o  a c t i o n  o n  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  
d e c e a s e d  a  lo n g  o r  a  s h o r t  t im e  a g o .

A l l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  a s  t o  s u p e r n o r m a l  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  
d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  a p p l ie s  t o  t h o s e  d i s t a n t  i n  t im e .  T h e  p s y c h ic  
p r o c e s s u s  i s  p r e c is e ly  t h e  s a m e .  E x p e r i m e n t a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d o e s  
n o t  s h o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  o u r  m in d s  o b s t i n a t e l y  p e r s is t  i n  
m a k i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  d e a d .  A s  
f a r  a s  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  t o  b e  
l i v i n g  o r  t o  h a v e  l i v e d  is  t h e  s a m e .

W h e n  a  p e r c ip i e n t  is  p u t  t o  w 'o r k  o n  a  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  t h e r e  
p r e s e n t ,  h e  m a y  p e r c e iv e ,  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  a n d  i n  
t h e  s a m e  m e n t a l  m a n n e r ,  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  t h a t  h a v e  t a k e n  p a r t  
i n  t h e  l i f e  d e l in e a t e d .

H e  m a y  s p e a k  o f  t h o s e  s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  o f  d e a d  a c q u a in t a n c e s ,  a n d  
a ls o  o f  u n k n o w n  p r o g e n i t o r s .  L i v i n g  a n d  d e a d ,  t h o s e  d i s t a n t  i n  
s p a c e  o r  t i m e  a r e  m e n t a l l y  e v o k e d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  o n e  
l i f e  d e l in e a t e d  a n d  b y  t h e  s a m e  p s y c h ic  p r o c e s s .

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN



W h e n  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  is  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  
b y  m e a n s  o f  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t ,  h e  r e c e iv e s  t h e  s a m e  k n o w 
le d g e  a s  i f  t h a t  p e r s o n  w e r e  l i v i n g  a n d  a t  a  d is t a n c e .

W i t h  a  s u b je c t  d e v o i d  o f  a n y  n o t io n s  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  
p o w e r s ,  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c - p h e n o m e n o n ,  u n d e r  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
r e s e a r c h ,  p r e s e n ts  i t s e l f  u n a l l o y e d  ; i t  r e m a in s  t h e  s a m e  u n d e r  
v a r ie d  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t  e x e m p t  
f r o m  a n y  m e n t a l  d e f o r m a t i o n s ,  f u n c t io n s  c o r r e c t l y  a n d  p r o d u c e s  
u n a l lo y e d  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n s .  W i t h  s u c h  s u b je c t s  p u r e  
m e t a g n o m ic  a c t i v i t y  c a n  b e  s t u d i e d .

B u t  w h e n  u s in g  p e r c ip i e n t s  w h o  h a v e  id e a s  o n  t h e  s u b je c t ,  
s p i r i t i s t  n o t io n s  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  m c t a g n o m y  is  
c h a n g e d  ; t h e  r e g u l a r  p l a y  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  is  m a s k e d  b y  i l l u s i o n a r y  
s e m b la n c e s  w h ic h  s t e r i l i s e  r e s e a r c h .

I f  t h e  s p i r i t i s t  p e r c ip i e n t  r e c e iv e s  v i s u a l  c o g n i t i o n s ,  is  c la ir 
voyan t  a s  i t  i s  c a l le d ,  h e  t a k e s  t h e  m e n t a l  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  im a g e  o f  
t h e  d e c e a s e d  f o r  a  r e a l  p h a n t a s m a l  m a n i f e s t a t io n .  I n  d e s c r ib in g  
t h e  f o r m ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d ,  
h e  t h i n k s  h e  is  d e s c r ib in g  h i s  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  H e n c e  c o m e s  
t h e  p e r s is te n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d e f e c t s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t  B e y o n d ,  
r o u n d  w h ic h  s o  m u c h  v a i n  d is c u s s io n  h a s  c e n t r e d .  T h e  p e r 
c ip i e n t  s p e a k s  t o  h i s  a p p a r i t i o n  ( w h ic h  is  a n  e x c e l le n t  w a y  o f  
g e t t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  u p o n  i t ) ,  a n d  h e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  m e n t a l  
i n f o r m i n g  im a g e s  t h a t  h e  g e t s  i n  r e p l y  t o  c o n s c io u s  i n s p i r a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  d e a d .  H e n c e ,  t o o ,  c o m e  t h o s e  d ia lo g u e s  b e t w e e n  m e d iu m s  
a n d  d e f u n c t  e n t i t i e s  w h ic h  o f t e n  r e s u l t  i n  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t io n s ,  
b u t  m o r e  o f t e n  i n  m e d io c r e  r o m a n c e s  o n  t h e  a f t e r - l i f e .

W h e n  th e s e  s p i r i t u a l i s t  p e r c ip i e n t s  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  
a u d i t i v e ,  t a c t i l e  a n d  m o t o r  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
e d u c a t io n  is  t h e  s a m e ; i t  is  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n a l i t ie s  
w h o  c o n s c io u s ly  a n d  v o l u n t a r i l y  g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  o w n  
p a s t  l i v e s  a n d  e v e n  o n  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  t h e r e  p r e s e n t .

T h i s  m i s t a k e  h a s  g i v e n  b i r t h ,  e s p e c ia l l y  o f  l a t e  y e a r s ,  t o  m a n y  
f a c i l e  b o o k s  w h ic h  h a v e  c o n v e y e d  p r e m a t u r e  c o n s o la t io n s  t o  
h u m a n i t y .  T h e  e n t h u s ia s t i c  r e c e p t io n  t h a t  s o m e  o f  th e s e  h a v e  
r e c e iv e d  a r e  a  s a d  a n d  d is c o u r a g in g  s p e c ta c le  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  g iv e  
t h e m s e lv e s  u p  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  p u r s u i t  o f  t r u t h .

I  w i l l  n o t  i n s i s t  f u r t h e r  o n  th e s e  m y s t i c a l  d e f o r m a t io n s  o f  
m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y .  B o r n  o f  ig n o r a n c e  a n d  a c c e p t e d  b y  
ig n o r a n c e ,  t h e y  w i l l  d is a p p e a r  a s  e x a c t  r e s e a r c h  in t r o d u c e s  l i g h t  
a n d  o r d e r  i n t o  t h e  m e t a p s y c h ic  c h a o s  i n  w h ic h  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
f r u s t r a t e d  e ls e w h e r e ,  a r e  i n c a u t i o u s l y  p u t  f o r w a r d . 1

1 I  d o  n o t  d e n y  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  h u m a n  p e r s o n a lity . I  n e ith e r  d e n y  n o r  a s s e r t  
i t .  I t  r e m a in s  t o  b e  d e m o n s tr a te d  e x p e r im e n t a lly .  I  o n ly  s a y  t h a t  th e  s e c r e ts  
o f N a t u r e  a r e  n o t  t o  be  p e n e tr a te d  b y  u n c o n s c io u s ly  f a ls ify in g  N a t u r e . A  
d o c tr in e  is  o n ly  le g itim a t e  w h e n  i t  fo llo w s  o n  re s e a rc h . T h e  w r ite r s  t o  w h o m  I  
a llu d e  h a v e  n o t  in v e s t ig a t e d  s c ie n tif ic a lly .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  m is le d  b y  th e  s p ir it is t  
t i n t  in  t h e  m e n t a l it y  o f  th e  m e d iu m s  w it h  w h o m  t h e y  h a v e  e x p e r im e n te d .
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I V .  F l u c t u a t io n s  o f  t h e  M e t a g n o m ic  F a c u l t y  d u r in g

E x p e r i m e n t

W h e n  a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  h a s  e n t e r e d  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
s t a t e  w h i c h  h a n d s  o v e r  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  p l a y  o f  h is  m i n d  t o  
i n f o r m i n g  in f lu e n c e s  a n d  h e  h a s  b e e n  p la c e d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  a  
h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  m e t a n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  is  i n  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  
e n t e r  i n t o  a c t i o n .

T h i s  a c t i o n  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  f o l l o w  i f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  w e r e  n o t  a  
l i v i n g  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  u n s t a b le ,  a n d  i f  t h e  
p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d  w e r e  n o t  a ls o  l i v i n g  a n d  u n s t a b le .

T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  f r o m  e x p e r im e n t  e x p la in s  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y .  I n  t h e  c h a p t e r  d e v o t e d  t o  
e r r o r s  I  w i l l  c o m p le t e  m y  c r i t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f u n c t io n a l  
v ic i s s i t u d e s .

I f  m e t a g n o m y  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  a n  a f t e r - l i f e ,  
t h e s e  t w o  f a c t o r s  o f  v a r i a t i o n — t h e  p s y c h o - p h y s i o l o g ic a l  s t a t e  o f  
t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o - p h y s i o l o g ic a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  
p e r c e iv e d ,  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  p la c e .  T h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o n  
w h o m  t h e  m e t a g n o m y  is  d i r e c t e d  w o u ld  b e  t o  l i s t e n ,  t o  s e r v e  as 
a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r  a  p h e n o m e n o n  p r o d u c e d  u p o n  h i m  
b u t  w i t h o u t  h is  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  f a c t s  a r e  n o t  so . 
T h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h i s  b o o k  w i l l  b e  a n  a n a l y t i c a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
c o n n e c t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o g n iz in g  a n d  c o g n iz e d  p s y c h is m s  in  
w o r k i n g  o u t  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  r e s u l t .

A s  w i t h  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l  m o d a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p s y c h ic  c o n s t i t u 
t i o n  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n  is  l i a b l e  t o  m a n y  i n h i b i t i n g  
in f lu e n c e s  w h ic h  d i m i n i s h  i t  m o r e  o r  le s s  s t r o n g l y ,  f o r  a  l o n g e r  o r  
s h o r t e r  t im e ,  a n d  m a y  s u p p r e s s  i t  f o r  c o n s id e r a b le  p e r io d s ,  o r  
e v e n  e n t i r e l y .

E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  a f f e c t s  t h e  b r a i n  u n f a v o u r a b l y  c a u s e s  v a r i a 
t i o n s  i n  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y — s t r o n g  o r  p e r s is t e n t  e m o t io n s ,  
a n x i e t y ,  m o r a l  d i s q u ie t ,  v i o l e n t  p a s s io n s ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e ; o r  
p h y s i c a l  e x h a u s t i o n — o v e r w o r k ,  m e n t a l  o r  b o d i l y  ; i l ln e s s  i n  a n y  
f o r m ,  m o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  d i g e s t i v e  a f f e c t io n s ,  w h ic h  s e n s i t i v e s  a r e  
s o  l i a b l e ,  w h ic h  a r e  s o  d i s t u r b i n g  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  f u n c t io n s  o f  
t h o u g h t . 1

B u t  b e s id e s  p e r s is t e n t  m o r a l  a n d  o r g a n ic  c a u s e s  w h ic h  m a y  
b r i n g  a b o u t  p e r s is t e n t  w e a k e n in g  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y ,  t h i s  
f a c u l t y  i s  f o u n d  t o  v a r y  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y  a n d  e v e n  f r o m  h o u r  t o  
h o u r  u n d e r  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  p e t t y  a n d  u n d e f in a b le  c a u s e s  b o t h  
i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  : t h e  w e a t h e r ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  s le e p ,  s o m e

1 There are, however, some maladies, such as hysteria, which momentarily 
depress the higher functions of psychic control, and thus give rise to a transitory 
hypercognition.



u n p le a s a n t  n e w s ,  v e x a t i o n ,  s l i g h t  d i g e s t i v e  d i f f i c u l t y — a n y  o f  
th e s e  l i t t l e  t h in g s  m a y  p r o d u c e  p s y c h ic  t r o u b l e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  v a r y  
t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y  q u i t e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n 
a t e ly  t o  t h e  c a u s e .  A n  e x c e l le n t  p e r c i p i e n t  i s  s o m e t im e s  v e r y  
im p e r f e c t ,  o r  e v e n  d e s t i t u t e  o f  p o w e r .

T h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  u s in g  a  s u b je c t  o n  f i x e d  d a y s  a n d  t im e s  is  
s o o n  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c i s t  w h o  f i n d s  h i s  
i n s t r u m e n t s  a lw a y s  i n  t h e  s a m e  s t a t e ,  h e  c a n  n e v e r  fo r e s e e  i n  
w h a t  s t a t e  h e  w i l l  f i n d  h i s  s u b je c t .

T h e  b e s t  o u t p u t  is  o b t a i n e d  w h e n  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  i s  m o r a l l y  
q u ie t ,  i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  h e a l t h ,  a n d  i f  e x p e r im e n t  is  c o n f in e d  
t o  th o s e  t im e s  w h e n  t h e  s u b je c t  f e e ls  m o s t  d is p o s e d  t o  w o r k .

T o  th e s e  c a u s e s  o f  m e t a g n o m i c  v a r i a t i o n ,  i n h e r e n t  i n  p s y c h o -  
p h y s io lo g ic a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p e r c ip i e n t s ,  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  o t h e r  c a u s e s  
c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a s s ig n e d  a s  o b je c t i v e s .

H o w e v e r  l i t t l e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o r  t h e  w o r d s  o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  m a y  
e x p re s s  i l l - w i l l ,  i f  t h a t  i l l - w i l l  e x is t s ,  t h e  h y p e r s e n s i t i v e  m e n t a l i t y  
o f  p e r c ip ie n t s  is  d i s t u r b e d ,  a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n  
p r o c e e d s  i m p e r f e c t l y  o r  is  i n h i b i t e d .

I t  is  n o t  e v e n  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  a n y  a n t a g o n is m  s h o u ld  b e  m a n i 
fe s te d .  T h e  a n t i p a t h y  o f  a  p e r c i p i e n t  f o r  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  is  
s o m e t im e s  i n t u i t i v e  a n d  r e a c t s  o n  t h e  p s y c h ic  f a c u l t y .  A  f e w  
m o r e  s e a n c e s  g e n e r a l l y  a l l o w  o f  t h i s  r e p u l s i o n  b e in g  o v e r c o m e .

T h o u g h  s e c o n d a r y ,  t h e s e  c a u s e s  a r e  n o n e  t h e  le s s  o p e r a t i v e  i n  
m a n y  e x p e r im e n t s  > v h ic h  a r e  m o r e  o r  le s s  v i t i a t e d  t h e r e b y .

B u t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a u s e  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  
c o g n iz e d  p e r s o n  is  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  h is  p s y c h o - p h y s ic a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  
u n k n o w n  b u t  i n f e r a b le  f r o m  r e s u l t s ,  w h ic h  c a u s e  t h e  s a m e  h u m a n  
p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t l y  s e n s e d  b y  p e r c ip ie n t s .

W h e n  a  s e r ie s  o f  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  t o  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  
p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  s in g le  s u b je c t ,  o r  w h e n  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  is  
p r e s e n te d  t o  a  s e r ie s  o f  p e r c ip ie n t s ,  i t  i s  a lw a y s  o b s e r v a b le  t h a t  
s o m e  p e r s o n s  a r e  e a s i l y  d e l i n e a t e d  b y  a l l  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s ,  b u t  m o s t  
a r e  d e s c r ib e d  w e l l ,  m o d e r a t e l y  w e l l ,  o r  b a d l y  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  
p e r c ip i e n t  u s e d .  S o m e  v e r y  f e w  p e r s o n a l i t ie s  a r e  f o u n d  d i f f i c u l t  
b y  a l l  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s .

T h is  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t ,  t o  w h ic h  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  r e t u r n ,  
s e e m s  c o m p a r a b le  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e la t i o n  b e t w e e n  t r a n s m i t t i n g ,  
r e c e iv in g ,  a n d  t r a n s f o r m i n g  p h y s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e  r e c e iv e r  
b e in g  o n l y  c a p a b le  o f  w o r k i n g  o n  d y n a m i c  m o d e s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  
t o  i t s  f u n c t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t io n .

T h i s  b r i e f  s u r v e y  o f  s o m e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  o f  m e t a 
g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  is  s u f f ic ie n t  t o  s h o w  t h e  d e l i c a c y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
e x p e r im e n t  i n  a  m a t t e r  w h e r e  b o t h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  u s e d  a n d  t h e  
o b j e c t  u p o n  w h ic h  i t  is  d i r e c t e d  a r e  l i v i n g  a n d  u n s t a b le  p s y c h ic  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s .
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C H A P T E R  I I I

T H E  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  S E Q U E N C E S  O F  M E T A G N O M Y
I N  A C T I O N

H A T  c o m e s  t o  p a s s  i n  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  a  m e t a g n o m ic  
s u b je c t  i n  a c t i o n  m a y  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  d i a g r a m m a t -  
i c a l l y  a s  f o l l o w s :

T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  is  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  e la b o r a t io n  o f  
t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n s .

I n  a  s e c o n d  p h a s e ,  t h e s e  e la b o r a t e d  c o g n i t i o n s  a r e  m a n i f e s t  
u n d e r  t h e  f o r m  o f  m e n t a l  im a g e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s o r ia l  k in d s ,  
m o r e  o r  le s s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a n d  o f t e n  e x t e n d i n g  t o  
h a l l u c i n a t o r y  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f u n c t i o n  c a l le d  ‘ ‘ c o n s c io u s ”  c o m e s  
i n t o  p l a y ,  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  im a g e s  t h a t  h a v e  a r is e n  f r o m  t h e  
d e p t h s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  t r a n s l a t e s  t h e m  i n t o  w o r d s .

T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  g e n e r a t i v e  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  
c o g n i t i o n  is  v e r y  o b s c u r e  ; h i d d e n  f r o m  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  b y  t h e  
e x p e r im e n t e r  a n d  e v e n  f r o m  t h e  s u b je c t .  I t  b e g in s  a s  s o o n  a s  
c o n t a c t  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  
c o g n iz e d ,  a n d  e n d s  w h e n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  a r o u s e  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a c u i t y  o f  t h e  
p e r c ip i e n t  a n d  t o  s o m e  p s y c h o - p h y s ic a l  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  
c o g n iz e d ,  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  p h a s e  v a r ie s  f r o m  o n e  t o  a  f e w  
s e c o n d s .

W h i l e  i t  i s  p r o g r e s s ,  p e r c ip ie n t s  u s u a l l y  t a k e  a  t h o u g h t f u l  
a t t i t u d e ,  w h ic h  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  m o r e  o r  le s s  
s t r o n g  m o t o r  r e f le x e s — m u s c u la r  j e r k s  i n  t h e  h a n d  t o u c h i n g  t h e  
p e r s o n  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d ,  s l i g h t  c o n v u ls iv e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
e y e l id s ,  s h iv e r s  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e .  T h e i r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  
t h i s  p h a s e  is  c o n fu s e d  a n d  a m o u n t s  t o  v a r ie d  s e n s a t io n s  w h ic h  
r e v e a l  n o t h i n g  o n  t h e  l a t e n t  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  i n d i c a t e  
t o  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  t h a t  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  w o r k  is  b e in g  d o n e  a n d  
t h a t  m e n t a l  im a g e s  w i l l  p r o j e c t  i t  u p o n  t h e  p s y c h ic  s c r e e n .  
M m e  M o r e l  ( a  h y p n o t i c  s u b je c t )  h a s  t h e  s e n s a t io n  o f  l i g h t  s u p e r 
v e n in g  o n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  h e r  s le e p  a s  s o o n  a s  h e r  f a c u l t y  b e g in s  
t o  o p e r a t e .  M .  d e  F le u r i& r e  ( a  w a k i n g  s u b je c t )  o n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  
p e r s o n  fe e ls  "  a  f l u i d  ”  m o u n t i n g  t o  h is  b r a i n  l i k e  a  m i l d  e le c t r i c  
c u r r e n t ,  t h e r e  l i g h t i n g  u p  v a r io u s  c o lo u r s  w h o s e  a s s o c ia t io n s
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d if fe r  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  p e r s o n s .  S o m e  s u b je c t s  o n l y  f e e l  t h e  
v is ib le  m o t o r  a c t io n .  O t h e r s  f e e l  a  g id d in e s s ,  a  k i n d  o f  i n t o x i c a 
t io n .  I t  is  r a r e  t o  f i n d  a n y  f o r  w h o m  t h i s  o b s c u r e  p h a s e  is  o n l y  
a n  a w a i t in g ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s p e c ia l  s e n s a t io n .  M a n y  s u b je c t s ,  
e s p e c ia lly  t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  h a v e  a  f e e l i n g  o f  
s adness , o f  s u f f e r in g ,  o r  o f  j o y ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  w h a t  t h e  m e n t a l  
im a g e s  w i l l  r e v e a l  i n  d e t a i l ; a  s y n t h e s is  o f  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  
c o g n i t io n  i n  c o u r s e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .

D u r in g  t h i s  o b s c u r e  p h a s e ,  e x t e r n a l l y  im p e r c e p t ib l e ,  a n d  o f  
w h ic h  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s  t h e m s e lv e s  c a n  g r a s p  n o t h i n g ,  w h ic h  o n l y  
la s ts  a  fe w  s e c o n d s  a t  m o s t ,  c o g n iz e r  a n d  c o g n iz e d  a r e  p la c e d  i n  
r e l a t i o n s : d u r i n g  t h i s  p h a s e  t h e  e l a b o r a t io n  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  
c o g n i t io n s  t a k e s  p la c e  : a n d  i n  i t  t h e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  m o s t  f i t t e d  
t o  t r a n s f e r  c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  u n c o n s c io u s  t o  t h e  c o n s c io u s  a r e  
s o u g h t ,  f o u n d ,  o r g a n iz e d ,  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s .  
T h is  c o m p l ic a t e d  m e n t a l  w o r k  is  i n s t a n t a n e o u s — v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  t h e  c la s s ic a l  a n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h o u g h t !

T h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n o n  b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  
w h e n  t h e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  a r is e .  I t  t h e n  s e e m s  t o  b e g in ,  
w h e re a s  i t  is  r e a l l y  c o m p le t e d .  T h e  w o r k  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  
is  f u l l y  a c c o m p l is h e d  o u t s id e  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t ,  i n  
a n  a re a  o f  t h o u g h t  o f  w h ic h  h e  is  u n a w a r e  a n d  w o u ld  r e m a in  i n  
ig n o r a n c e  o f ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  s p e c ia l  r e v e la t i o n s  i t  b r in g s .

T h is  f i r s t  p h a s e ,  w h e r e in  r e s id e s  t h e  w h o le  s e c r e t  o f  s u p e r 
n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  a n d  a ls o  t h a t  o f  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  c a n n o t  a s  
y e t  b e  s t u d ie d  d i r e c t l y .  O n l y  b y  w o r k i n g  r o u n d  i t  c a n  w e  f o r m  
s o m e  id e a  o f  w h a t  t a k e s  p la c e  w i t h i n  i t .  L o n g  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  
i n v e s t ig a t io n  w i l l  a t  s o m e  f u t u r e  d a y  g i v e  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e n ig m a .  I  s h a l l  h e r e  o n l y  t a k e  u p  a n  a n a l y t i c  s t u d y  
f r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e d  m e t a g n o m y  
b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t .  A  c le a r  v ie w  o f  a l l  t h a t  is  a c t u a l l y  o p e n  t o  
o b s e r v a t io n  d e f in e s  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  o b s c u r i t y ,  a n d  p r e p a r e s  t h e  w a y  
f o r  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  a t  s o lu t io n .

B e f o r e  g o in g  f u r t h e r ,  i t  m u s t  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  
t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  m e n t a l  w o r k  a s  a b o v e  d e s c r ib e d  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e -  

(  s e n t  t h e  s u c c e s s io n  o f  e v e n t s  a t  a n  e x p e r im e n t a l  s e a n c e .  T h e  
e m e r g e n c e  o f  a  s e t  o f  c o g n i t i o n s  m a r k s  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  
c y c le  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic  a c t i o n  w h ic h  g e n e r a te s  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  
p h e n o m e n o n .  A  s e a n c e  is  m a d e  u p  o f  r e p e t i t i o n s  o f  th e s e  t r i p l e  
p h a s e s .

S o m e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h o u g h t  a r e  h e r e  
r e q u i r e d .  I t  i s  a d m i t t e d  a n d  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h o u g h t  f u n c t io n s  
u n d e r  t w o  c o n d i t i o n s : ( i )  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  f e e l in g  b y  w h ic h  
t h o u g h t  i s  d i r e c t e d  o n  i t s e l f  a n d  is  a b le  t o  d i r e c t  a n d  c o n t r o l  
i t s e l f  ; a n d ,  (2 )  w i t h o u t  t h i s  f e e l in g .

PSYCHOLOGICAL SEQUENCES OF METAGNOMY 137



138 SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN
U n d e r  t h e  f i r s t  c o n d i t i o n  m e n t a l  w o r k  is  s a id  t o  b e  c o n s c io u s ,  

a n d  u n d e r  t h e  s e c o n d  s u b c o n s c io u s  o r  s u b l im e n a l .
O u r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  m a k e  p a r t i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o n t in u o u s  

a n d  t o  p e t r i f y  l i f e  i n  d ia g r a m s ,  h a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t w o  s ta g e s  in  th e  
h u m a n  m i n d — a  s u p e r io r  p s y c h is m  w h ic h  d i r e c t s  a n d  a n  in fe r io r  
p s y c h is m  w h i c h  is  d i r e c t e d ; o r  i s  a u t o m a t i c ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  

|  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
A  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  m i n d  b e g a n  t o  b e  

s t u d i e d  ; a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t s  o f  s o - c a l le d  m e n t a l  d is 
s o c i a t i o n — p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  ( d r e a m s  a n d  a b s t r a c t i o n  . . .), 
p a t h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  ( n e u r o s e s ,  d e l i r i u m ,  m e n t a l  a f f e c t io n  . . .), 
p a r a - p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  ( h y p n o s is  . . .) h a s  r e v e a le d  p s y c h ic  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  c o n s c io u s  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  d i r e c t i o n  is  a b s e n t.  
T h e r e  r e a l l y  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t w o  f u n c t i o n a l  s y s te m s  o f  t h o u g h t  
o r d i n a r i l y  i n  s y n e r g e t i c  a c t i o n ,  b u t  a b le  t o  f u n c t i o n  s e p a r a te ly .  
A s  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  a  g r a d a t i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n  m a d e  in t e l l i g ib le  
p a t h o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  t i l l  t h e n  o b s c u r e ,  t h e  s tu d y  
o f  t h o s e  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  t h a t  a r o s e  f r o m  i t ,  le d  m e n  to  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  p r o b e d  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  a n d  t a k e n  th e  
m e a s u r e  o f  i t s  e x t e n t .  I t  w a s  s p o k e n  o f  a s  a  m e c h a n is m ,  c o m p le x  
in d e e d ,  b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  t a k e  t o  p ie c e s  b y  a n a ly s is ,  a n d  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  a g a in  b y  s y n t h e s is ,  t h u s  e x p l a i n i n g  i t s  r e g u l a r  f u n c t io n 
i n g  a n d  i t s  p e r t u r b a t i o n s .  I t  w a s  n o t  p e r c e iv e d  t h a t  t o  s tu d y  
h u m a n  t h o u g h t  i n  n e u r o t i c s ,  in s a n e ,  a n d  h y p n o t i z e d  p e r s o n s  w a s  
in d e e d  a  m e a n s  o f  k n o w i n g  s o m e  m o d e s  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n ,  b u t  o n ly  
t h e  m o d e s  t h a t  a r e  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  t h o s e  s p e c ia l  s ta t e s .

T h i s  e a r l y  a n d  v e r y  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e r i v e d  f r o m  e x p e r i 
m e n t a l  m e t h o d  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h o u g h t ,  f a i r l y  e n s la v e d  
m a n y  m in d s .  M o s t  t e a c h e r s  o f  p s y c h o lo g y  a r e  s t i l l  im p r is o n e d  
i n  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  r a is e d  a r o u n d  o n e  r e s t r i c t e d  a s p e c t  o f  m e n ta l  
a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  d o  n o t  s e e k  t o  l o o k  f u r t h e r .  A s  s o o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  as 
w e  b e g in  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  t h o u g h t  a p a r t  f r o m  i t s  o r d in a r y  
e x e r c is e  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s p e c ia l  s t a t e s  w h ic h  h a v e  g i v e n  r is e  t o  th e  
c o n c e p t  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ,  m o d e r n  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  k n o w le d g e  is  
a s s e s s ib le  a t  i t s  t r u e  v a lu e — p r e c a r io u s ,  t e a c h i n g  n o t h in g ,  
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g ,  o n  t h e  n a t u r e ,  t h e  e x t e n t ,  a n d  t h e  c a p a c i t ie s  
o f  t h o u g h t .

T h e  “ s u p e r io r  p s y c h is m , ”  t h e  “ i n f e r i o r  p s y c h is m , ”  t h e .  
C o n s c io u s ,  t h e  S u b c o n s c io u s — w h a t  a r e  t h e s e  b u t  w o r d s  p r o 
c la i m in g  o u r  ig n o r a n c e ,  m e r e  d id a c t i c i s m s  a lw a y s  f o u n d  t o t a l l y  
w a n t i n g  i n  p o w e r ,  a n d  in a d e q u a t e  t o  e x p la in  r e a l i t i e s .

T o  r e a d  w o r k s  o n  “  t h e  i n f e r i o r  p s y c h is m  ”  is  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  a  
d is t r e s s in g  e f f o r t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h i s  fa ls e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  T h e  a t t r i b u t e s  
o f  t h e  s u p e r io r  p s y c h is m  a r e  s e t  a s id e  b y  t h e  d e f in i t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  a n a ly s is  t h e y  a r e  g i v e n  b a c k  o n e  b y  o n e ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  
e x c e p t io n  a t  a l l .  T h e  i n f e r i o r  p s y c h is m  is  a l lo w e d  t o  h a v e  w i l l ,
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s p o n ta n e i t y ,  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  i t s  w o r k ,  m e m o r y  o f  i t s  o u t p u t ,  
d i r e c t io n  i n  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  id e a s ,  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o w e r  y i e l d i n g  
m a r v e l lo u s  c r e a t io n s ,  a n d  s o  o n .  I n  s h o r t ,  i f  t h e  p s y c h o lo g is t  
w e re  t o  b e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  v e r b a l  l a b e ls  a f f i x e d  t o  u n r e a l  t h in g s ,  
h e  w o u ld ,  w h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  o f  m e n t a l  f u n c t i o n ,  
b e  u n a b le  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  c o n s c io u s  f r o m  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s ,  o r  
t o  p e r c e iv e  t w o  p s y c h is m s  a t  a l l .

W e  a r e  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  i l l u s i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  l i m i t e d  o b s e r v a 
t io n  a n d  n a iv e  g e n e r a l i s a t io n s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  m e r e  v e r b a l i s m .  L e t  
u s  n o t  b e  m is le d  b y  t h e m .

A l r e a d y  o u r  s c h e m a t ic  g r a d a t i o n s  s p l i t  a l l  t o  p ie c e s  w h e n  w e  
s t u d y  t h e  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  e c l ip s e  o f  c o n s c io u s  
a t t e n t io n  in cre a se s  c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  i n s t e a d  o f  le s s e n in g  i t .

A r e  n o t  t h e  c r e a t io n s  o f  a r t i s t s ,  l i t e r a r y  m e n ,  a n d  i n n o v a t o r s  i n  
s c ie n c e  e la b o r a t e d  i n  a  r e g io n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  a l l  f e e l i n g  o f  c o n t r o l  
a n d  d i r e c t io n ,  d e e p  b e lo w  t h e  s u r fa c e  o f  t h e  m i n d  ? D o  t h e y  n o t  
r is e  f u l l y  f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e  f ie l d  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ? T h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  a r t i s t ,  t h e  i n t u i t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n  o f  s c ie n c e ,  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  
s o u rc e  o f  g e n iu s ,  . . .  a l l  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  l a t e n t  m e n t a l  
w o r k  b y  t h e  p s e u d o - i n f e r i o r  p s y c h is m ,  s o  r i c h  i n  i t s  c a p a c i t ie s  t h a t  
m o s t  le a d e r s  o f  t h o u g h t  t r y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  i t  b y  a r t i f i c i a l  a id s ,  o f  
w h ic h  f a c t  t h e  m o n o g r a p h s  o n  i l l u s t r i o u s  m e n  f u r n i s h  s o m e  
c u r io u s  in s t a n c e s .

W h e n  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  m a n i f e s t a 
t io n s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  o u r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c e r t i t u d e s  a r e  o f  n o  u s e  
w h a ts o e v e r .  U s e f u l  a s  e x p la n a t i o n s  o f  a  d is o r d e r e d  m i n d  o r  o f  a  
h y p n o id a l  s t a t e ,  t h e y  a r e  h e r e  e m p t y  o f  a l l  m e a n in g .  T h e  a v o w a l  
o f  ig n o r a n c e  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  h a l f  a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  l i k e  
a  r e f le x  a c t io n .

I t  is  n o  l o n g e r  p o s s ib le  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  h u m a n  b e in g  a s  a n  
a g g r e g a te  o f  t h o u g h t - p r o d u c i n g  m e c h a n is m .  T h e  e v id e n c e  
c o m p e ls  a d m is s io n  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  d y n a m o - p s y c h ic  
fo c u s  w h e n c e  e m a n a t e  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  a  p o w e r  w h o s e  l i m i t s  w e  
c a n n o t  d e f in e .  B e y o n d  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w e  d is c o v e r  t h e  p o w e r  t o  
t r a n s f o r m  l i v i n g  m a t t e r ,  t o  d e p r i v e  i t  o f  f o r m ,  t o  e x t e r io r i s e  i t  
f r o m  t h e  b o d y  a n d  m a k e  i t  i n t o  n e w  a n d  l i v i n g  ( e c to p la s m ic )  
f o r m s .  B e y o n d  t h e  C o n s c io u s  is  f o u n d  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r c e iv e  t h e  
( n o r m a l l y )  i m p e r c e p t ib l e  a n d  t o  k n o w  t h e  ( n o r m a l l y )  u n k n o w 
a b le .  D e e p  i n  t h e  h u m a n  b e in g  a r e  f o u n d  i n  m i n i a t u r e  t h e  
a t t r i b u t e s  w i t h  w h ic h  p h i lo s o p h ie s  h a v e  a d o r n e d  t h e  G o d -  
c o n c e p t — c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o u t s id e  S p a c e  a n d  T i m e .  
A n d  n o n e  c a n  p r e s u m e  t o  s a y  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  m a y  y e t  b e  
d is c o v e r e d  b y  e x a c t ,  m e t h o d ic a l ,  a n d  p r o g r e s s iv e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  stages  i n  h u m a n  t h o u g h t ,  t h e r e  a r e  b u t  d i f f e r e n t  
c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  m a n y  p u r p o s e s  i n  i t s  f u n c t io n in g .

W o r k i n g  o n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s e n s o r ia l  d a t a  i t  u s u a l ly  a r r i v e s  a t
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t h a t  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  n o t i o n  o f  i n t e r r e la t i o n s  
w h ic h  a r e  t h e  o n l y  d e f i n i t e l y  u s e f u l  id e a s  i n  p r a c t i c a l  l i f e .  T h a t  
is  i t s  c o n s t a n t  a n d  u s u a l  f u n c t i o n .

B u t  u n d e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  p e rs o n s ,  
i t  i s  c a p a b le  o f  f a r  m o r e ,  a n d  t h i s  s h o w s  t h a t  i n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  
r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  i t  is  o n l y  a d a p t i n g  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  m o r e  im m e d i 
a t e l y  u s e f u l  a n d  p r e s s in g  d e m a n d s  o f  l i f e .  T h e  f a c t s  o f  t e le p a t h y  
t h a t  a p p e a r  n o w  a n d  a g a in ,  r e v e a l  u n e x p e c t e d  p s y c h ic a l  f a c u l t ie s  
i n  p e r s o n s  w h o  s h o w e d  n o t h i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  
f a c u l t y  i n  r e g u l a r  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  s h o w s  a  p e r m a n e n t  
m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t  : a n d  w e  c e r t a in l y  
c a n n o t  k n o w ,  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  
a n d  c o n s id e r in g  t h e  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  p e r c ip i e n t s ,  h o w  f a r  
s u p e r n o r m a l  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  m a y  e x t e n d  n o r  w h e t h e r  o t h e r  
f o r m s  o f  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d .

T h e r e f o r e ,  w h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  w e  a re  
s p e a k in g  o f  a  p s y c h ic  p o w e r  o f  u n k n o w n  e x t e n t  a n d  c a p a c i t y ,  
a n d  w e  o u g h t  n o t  t o  s h a c k le  o u r s e lv e s  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s ,  th e  
d o c t r i n e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  a  p a s s in g  d a y .

H o w  d o e s  c o g n i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t  i t s e l f  t o  a  p s y c h is m  a c t in g  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l l y  ? T h a t  is  a  q u e s t io n  w h o s e  a n s w e r  is  b e y o n d  
o u r  p r e s e n t  m e a n s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a n d  w e  c a n n o t  e v e n  g u e s s  
h o w  t o  s e t  a b o u t  a c q u i r i n g  t h i s  k n o w le d g e .

I n  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  w e  o n l y  p e r c e iv e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h is  
l a t e n t  m o d e  o f  t h o u g h t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e y  e n t e r  th e  
f i e l d  o f  a t t e n t i o n  b y  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  m e n t a l  im a g e s .  T h e  
e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e s e  im a g e s  f o l l o w s  s o  c lo s e  o n  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  
a c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  t h a t  i t  s e e m s  a u t o m a t i c ,  
w h e r e a s  i n  r e a l i t y  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  m e n t a l  im a g e s  is  a n  a c t  o f  w i l l ,  
m a d e  s o  t h a t  k n o w le d g e  p a r a n o r m a l  i n  i t s  o r i g i n ,  m a y  e n te r  
e a s i l y  a n d  f u l l y  i n t o  t h a t  p l a y  o f  t h o u g h t  w h ic h  w e  c a l l  c o n s c io u s .

I t  is  b y  u s in g  t h e  s t o c k  o f  m e n t a l  im a g e r y — c o n c r e t e  im a g e s ,  
a b s t r a c t  im a g e s ,  s y m b o ls  a n d  a l le g o r ie s — a n d  b y  u t i l i z i n g  th e  
w h o le  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o w e r  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
i n t e r i o r  la n g u a g e ,  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d e  o f  t h o u g h t  c o n 
v e y s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  m o d e  t h a t  w e  c a l l  c o n s c io u s .

T h i s  p s y c h ic  p r o c e s s  is  o f  t h e  h ig h e s t  i n t e r e s t .  I t  s h o w s  t h e  
t w o  m o d a l i t i e s  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  
p h e n o m e n o n .  T h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t y  s e e m s  f u l l y  c o n s c io u s  
o f  t h e  e n d  t o  b e  a t t a i n e d  a n d  t o  h a v e  r e a l  g e n iu s  i n  t r a n s 
p o s in g  i t s  c o g n i t i o n s  i n t o  c le a r l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e  m e n t a l  im a g e s ; 
a n d  w e  c a n  o b s e r v e  t h e  s o - c a l le d  c o n s c io u s  in t e l l i g e n c e  i n t e r p r e t 
i n g  t h e  s y m b o ls ,  t h e  a l le g o r ie s ,  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s iv e  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  
a p p e a r a n c e s ,  w i t h  a n  e a s e  a n d  c e r t a i n t y  w h ic h  i t  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
w e r e  i t  e n g a g e d  i n  r e p r e s e n t in g  t h o u g h t s  e x t e r n a l  t o  i t s e l f .
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T h is  o b s e r v a b le  p h a s e  i n  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p r o c e s s u s  o f  m e t a -  
g n o m y  is  d i v e r s e ly  a c c e s s ib le  t o  t h e  p s y c h o l o g is t  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  
c la s s  o f  m e n t a l  im a g e s  u s e d  b y  t h e  s u b je c t .  I f  t h e  m e n t a l  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n  is  b y  m o t o r  im a g e s  (s e e  p .  1 5 6 ) ,  t h e  p r o c e s s u s  
c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  d i r e c t l y ,  a n d  is  a s  o b j e c t i v e  a s  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  
in  t h is  k i n d  o f  s t u d y .  W h e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  is  e f f e c t e d  b y  o t h e r  
k in d s  o f  s e n s o r ia l  im a g e s ,  a l l  t h a t  w e  c a n  k n o w  is  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
in t r o s p e c t iv e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t s ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  i n  
h y p n o t i c  s u b je c t s ,  b y  s k i l f u l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .

A m o n g  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  o f  s h o w in g  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p s y c h is m  
in  t h e  a c t  o f  p r o d u c i n g  i t s  o b s e r v a b le  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  m o s t  f r u i t f u l  
c o n s is ts  i n  a n a l y t i c a l  e x a m i n a t io n  h o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  
s e n s o r ia l  m e n t a l  im a g e s  a r e  u s e d .

A l l  v a r ie t i e s  o f  s e n s o r ia l  im a g e s  c a n  s e r v e  t h e  t u r n ,  b u t  t h e  
g u s t a t o r y  a n d  o l f a c t o r y  f o r m s  a r e  m e r e ly  a c c e s s o r y  a n d  c o m p le 
m e n t a r y .  I  m e r e ly  m e n t i o n  t h e s e  h e r e  t o  a v o id  f u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e m : t h e i r  f i e l d  is  s o  r e s t r i c t e d  t h a t  o n l y  p a s s in g  n o t ic e  is  
n e c e s s a ry .

U tiliz a t io n  o f  v is u a l  m e n ta l im a g e s .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  w i t h  w h o m  s u p e r n o r m a l  
c o g n i t io n  a lw a y s  c o m e s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  v i s u a l  im a g e s ,  o t h e r  
s e n s o r ia l  v a r ie t i e s  b e in g  o n l y  c o m p le m e n t a r y .  T h i s  p u r e l y  
v is u a l  t y p e  o c c u r s  c h ie f l y  i n  t h o s e  s u b je c t s  w h o s e  f a c u l t y  o f  
h y p e r c o g n i t i o n  f u n c t io n s  i n  t h e  h y p n o t i c  s t a t e .

M o s t  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  u s e  a l l  t h e  v a r io u s  s e n s o r ia l  c a t e 
g o r ie s  o f  m e n t a l  im a g e s ,  o n l y  p a r t l y  t h e  v is u a l  o n e s .

T h e  p o w e r  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  p o s s e s s e d  b y  v is u a l  i m a g e r y  
v a r ie s  a c c o r d in g  t o  m e n t a l  t e m p e r a m e n t .  T h e  im a g e s  e v o k e d  
m a y  b e  o n l y  s im p le  s u b je c t iv e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  s im i la r  t o  t h o s e  o f  
n o r m a l  t h o u g h t .  I n  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  
fo r c e  o f  a c t u a l  s e n s a t io n s ,  t h e y  a r e  o b je c t i f i e d ,  h a l l u c i n a t o r y ,  a n d  
t h e  s u b je c t s  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  see.

T h o s e  w h o  s t a r t  t h e i r  v is io n s  b y  l o o k i n g  i n t o  a  c r y s t a l ,  a  m i r r o r ,  
a  le n s ,  a  g la s s  o f  w a t e r ,  e t c . ,  se e  t h e  p h a n t o m s  o f  t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n  
i n  t h e  lu m i n o u s  f ie l d  o f  t h e s e  t h in g s ,  a f t e r  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  
w h ic h  o b je c t s  a r e  s e e n  i n  a  s p h e r ic a l  m i r r o r ;  p e r s o n s  a n d  t h in g s  
a r e  s e e n  i n  m i n i a t u r e .

T h o s e  w h o s e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a r is e  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u c h  a r t i f i c e  o r  
a n y  s p e c ia l  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n s e  o f  s ig h t ,  see  t h e m  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
d is t a n c e s .  M .  d e  F le u r ie r e  a n d  M i le  d e  B e r l y ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  
see  t h e m  o n e  o r  t w o  y a r d s  a w a y .  M m e  M o r e l  s e e s  t h e m  m o r e  o r  
le s s  n e a r  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  m e a n in g .  W h e n  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  t h in g s  
d i s t a n t  i n  t im e ,  t h e y  a r e  s e e n  a f a r  a n d  o f  a  s iz e  p r o p o r t i o n e d  t o  
s p a t i a l  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  a n d  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  d is t a n c e  m a k e s  t h e m  m o r e  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r p r e t .  W h e n ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
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r e f e r s  t o  t h in g s  n e a r  a t  h a n d  i n  t i m e  o r  v e r y  p r o m in e n t  in  a 
l i f e ,  t h e y  s e e m  c lo s e  b e f o r e  h e r  e y e s  a n d  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  h e r  h a n d .
"  I t  is  s o  n e a r  c o m i n g  t o  p a s s  t h a t  I  t o u c h  t h e m / '  s h e  s a y s .

M. de Fleuri^re tells me as follows : at In m y second state my vision takes 
most diverse forms. Sometimes it seems to develop in a ITnd of cerebral 
vapour, sometimes under the top of the head, or behind the forehead, or 
behind the eyes. A t other times it seems exteriorized and presents itself 
before me a yard or a yard and a half distant. Then I often have the 
strange sensation as if my cerebro-psychic interior were divided like the f 
cranial cavity  into two hemispheres with a narrow median line touching 
each but quite different from either. Things pertaining to the past, 
present, or seem to present, themselves in the left hemisphere, those that 
occur in the present on the median line, and in the right hemisphere those 
that relate to the future. When I describe metapsychic visions, internal 
or external, and make a gesture accompanying m y words, this gesture 
instinctively is to the left when dealing with events which are, or seem to 
be, p a s t ; it is straight before me if in the present, and to the right if in 
the future." (Extract from a MS. note, M. de Fleuriere to Dr. Osty,
May 20th, 1922.)

V a r i a b l e ,  t o o ,  i s  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  m e n ta l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b je c t  
a n d  h i s  p s y c h o - p h y s ic a l  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  
d e l in e a t e d .  S o m e t im e s  t h e  o b j e c t i f i e d  im a g e s  a r e  a s  c le a r  a s  to  
n o r m a l  v is i o n ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s c io u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t  
i n t e r p r e t s  t h e m  e a s i ly  a n d  q u i c k l y :  a t  o t h e r  t im e s  t h e y  a re  
m o r e  o r  le s s  v a g u e ,  f l u c t u a t i n g  a n d  i n e x p r e s s iv e ; t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s  
m a k e  e f f o r t s  t o  g r a s p  t h e  im a g e  a n d  i t s  m e a n i n g ; t h e y  h e s i t a t e ,  
t h e i r  w o r d s  a r e  d o u b t f u l ; t h i s  is  a n  i n f e r i o r  o u t p u t ,  f e r t i l e  in  
m is t a k e s .

I t  is  c u r io u s  t o  s e e  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  
u s in g  a l l  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  m a k e  i t s e l f  u n d e r s t o o d  
b y  t h o u g h t  w o r k i n g  f r o m  s e n s o r ia l  d a t a .

T h e  e x p o s i t io n  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d e s e rv e s  
a  d e t a i le d  a n a ly s is .  I  s h a l l  t r y  t o  g i v e  s o m e  id e a  o f  i t .

E v e r y  m e n t a l  im a g e  r e m a in s  o b j e c t i f i e d  f o r  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t im e .
I t  d e v e lo p s  i n  a  s e c o n d  o r  t w o ,  a t t a i n s  i t s  g r e a t e s t  i n t e n s i t y ,  
a n d  t h e n  v a n is h e s  a s  a  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ,  b u t  r e m a in s  a s  a  m e m o r y .
B y  t h i s  b r e v i t y  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  a n d  t h e  r a p i d l y  i 
s u c c e e d in g  im a g e s ,  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  t r a n s la t e s  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  j 
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  w o r d s ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  w e  e x p r e s s  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  o r d i n a r y  t h o u g h t — s te p  b y  s t e p  a s  i t  c o m e s  t o  
f r u i t i o n .

T h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  t a k e  e v e r y  f o r m  t h a t  c a n  c o n v e y  
t h e  k n o w le d g e  in t e n d e d .  W i t h  s o m e  s u b je c t s ,  m o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  
t h o s e  w h o  o n l y  p e r c e iv e  v i s u a l l y ,  t h e s e  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  f o r m s  a r e  
e n d o w e d  w i t h  m o v e m e n t  a n d  c o lo u r ,  t h e y  f o l l o w  o n e  a n o t h e r  s o  
q u i c k l y  a n d  a r e  s o  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  r e a d i l y  c o m p a r e s
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th e m  t o  a  c in e m a t o g r a p h ic  d i s p l a y .  W i t h  o t h e r s  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l ,  
l i k e  f l a t  p ic t u r e s ,  e a c h  f u r n i s h i n g  s o m e  e le m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  
in f o r m a t io n  t o  b e  c o n s c io u s ly  c o n v e y e d ,  b y  o r d e r l y  s e q u e n c e  
a n d  in  r e g u la r  s u c c e s s io n .

I t  is  o f  p r i m a r y  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i m p o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p r e c is e ly  
th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  b y  
“  v is u a l  ”  p e r c ip i e n t s  a n d  t h e  r e a l i t y .  M is u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  
r e l a t i v i t y  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  m e t a g n o m y  h a s  g i v e n  
r is e  t o  s o  m a n y  e r r o r s  t h a t  s t e r i l i s e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  b e  e x a c t  o n  t h i s  p o i n t .  F a c t s  o f  s p o r a d ic  m e t a g n o m y  h a v e  b e e n  
c ite d ,  m o s t l y  f r o m  m e m o r y ,  a n d  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d s ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  
“  c la i r v o y a n t  "  h a s  h a d  s o  c le a r  a  v i s i o n  o r  p r e v is i o n  o f  s o m e  
s ce n e , p la c e ,  o r  e v e n t ,  t h a t  w h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  p la c e  o r  
t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  e v e n t ,  h e  b e h a v e d  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  s e e in g  t h e  t h i n g  
f o r  a  s e c o n d  t im e ,  o r  l i v i n g  o v e r  a g a in  s o m e  i n c i d e n t  o f  t h e  
p a s t .

I f  w e  w e r e  t o  t a k e  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  m e t a g n o m ic  
s u b je c ts  l i t e r a l l y ,  o n e  m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  a lw a y s  s o ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e y  p e r c e iv e  r e a l i t i e s  a s  i f  b y  a  p a r a n o r m a l  o p t i c a l  s e n s e  o u t s id e  
t im e  a n d  s p a c e ,  o r  t h a t  t h e y  g r a s p  f r o m  a n  u l t r a m a t e r i a l  p la n e ,  
e n d u r in g  o r  a n t i c i p a t o r y  r e f le c t s  o f  p h e n o m e n a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .

B u t  o n  e v e r y  o c c a s io n  w h e n  I  h a v e  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  d is c o v e r  
th e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  f r o m  w h ic h  t h e  s u b je c t s  d r e w  t h e i r  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  m e n t a l  
im a g e s ,  w h e t h e r  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  o r  n o t ,  w e r e  n o t  e x a c t  r e f le c ts  o f  
r e a l i t ie s ,  b u t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  b u i l d i n g  u p  a  f a n c i f u l  i n t e r i o r  
la n g u a g e  i n t e n d e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  i n t o ,  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  b y  a l l  k in d s  o f  i m a g i n a t i v e  m e a n s .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  m y  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  I  h a v e  never y e t  c o m e  a c r o s s  j 
v e r id ica l h a llu c in a t io n s ,  i .e .  t h o s e  w h ic h  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  a n  > 
e x t e r n a l  r e a l i t y  a n d  g i v e  t h e  s a m e  s e n s a t io n s  a s  t h a t  r e a l i t y . /  
T h e  v is u a l  im a g e s  h a v e  a lw a y s  s e e m e d  t o  b e  r e c o n s t r u c t io n s  o f  
id e a s ,  o f  n o t io n s ,  a n d  o f  c o g n i t io n s .  I f  I  h a v e  n o  w a r r a n t  f o r  
d e n y in g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  v e r id i c a l  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  ( u n d e r s t o o d  a s  
e x a c t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  r e a l i t y ) ,  I  a m  a t  le a s t  e n t i t l e d ,  i n  v i r t u e  
o f  a  l o n g ,  a c t i v e  in v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  p r a c t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
i t  is  v e r y  r a r e ,  o r  a t  a n y  r a t e  o n l y  o c c u r s  w i t h  e x c e p t io n a l  
s u b je c t s .

I f  t h e r e  is  a n  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h ic h  t h e  s u b je c t  
a p p e a r s  a s  a n  a c t u a l  s e e r  i t  is  w h e n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  o f  s o m e  
p e r s o n  is  g i v e n  f o r  d e l i n e a t io n  ; a n d  i f  t h e  r e v e la t io n s  m a d e  a r e  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  f o u n d  t o  b e  t r u e ,  t h e  s u p e r f i c ia l  o b s e r v e r  is  c o n 
v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  c a n  s c r u t in i z e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b o d y .  
T h e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  g iv e  t h i s  i l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t ,  w h o s e  
la n g u a g e  c o n v e y s  i t .  B u t  i n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  d o e s  n o t
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s e e  th e  b o d y . I n f o r m a t i o n  c o m e s  t o  h i m  w h ic h  a r e  re p re s e n te d  
t o  h i s  t h o u g h t  b y  im a g e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t y  
o f  w h i c h  t h e y ,  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  g i v e  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  k n o w le d g e .  
F o r  in s t a n c e  :

I said to Mme Morel, "  Look into the state of health of the person who 
is holding your hand.”

"  . . . I go over her body . . . examine each organ . . . none seems 
to me ailing . . . but I feel a strange lassitude. . . . Ah ! now I see the 
cause, it is an early stage of pregnancy, etc.”

The diagnosis was correct, pregnancy of one month (as ultimately 
proved the case) and seemed to be the result of an actual physical examin 
ation. To show those present that this was not the metagnomic process, 
I only had to make an objection to induce the subject to justify her words 
by description of her visions.

I said, “  I think you are making a m istake.”
"  No, it is certainly a pregnancy that I saw . . . the whole body of 

this person appears to me afresh. . . .  I see it there, quite close, and 
can see every organ quite well . . . none is out of condition. . . .  I 
now come to the ovary, which is turgid ; I see it like a bunch of 
grapes, of which one is much larger than the rest; so it is a case of 
pregnancy . . . but it is only at the beginning, for that ‘ grape' is but 
little developed. . . .”

“  Look at the state of health of the child.”
“  Oh, the child is in very poor health . . . lym phatic . . . one lung is 

affected. Take care of his chest.”
”  Are you sure ? ”
“  Yes, I see his blood without power or movement, whitish as if it 

contained some humour. . . . Now I see the lungs, one is small, dark, and 
sickly.”

N o t  b e in g  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  k n o w le d g e  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f 
t h e  s u b je c t  r e p r e s e n ts  t o  h e r  t h e  a i l m e n t  b y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  fo r m  
a n d  c o lo u r  i n  o r g a n s  i m a g in e d  q u i t e  o t h e r w is e  t h a n  t h e y  r e a l ly  
a r e .  A s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  r e a l i t y  i t  i s  f a ls e ,  b u t  s u f f ic e s  t o  re v e a l 
t h e  t r u e ,  w h ic h  is  w h a t  is  r e q u i r e d .

H e r e  a r e  s o m e  f u r t h e r  in s t a n c e s  w h ic h  s h o w  t h e  u s u a l  m a n n e r  
i n  w h ic h  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t i e s  o f  s e n s o r ia l  t h o u g h t  c o l la b 
o r a t e  i n  b r i n g i n g  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n iz a n c e  i n t o  t h e  p la n e  o f 
c o n s c io u s n e s s :

"  I see this person’s bladder . . .  its walls are covered with crystals. 
. . .  I feel a sugary taste in my mouth . . . the person is diabetic. . .

"  W hy ! this lady has something abnormal in her head. She does not 
see like others. . . .  I see a black hole in her right eye . . . her right eye 
does not see.”

T h e  p e r s o n  o f  w h o m  t h i s  w a s  s a id  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  n o r m a l  a n d  
lo o k e d  a t  t h in g s  a s  a l l  p e r s o n s  d o  ; t h e r e  w a s  n o  b l a c k  h o le  i n  h e r  
r i g h t  e y e ,  b u t  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  i t s  s ig h t  h a d  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  b y  a 
g r a i n  o f  s h o t  p e n e t r a t i n g  i t .

T h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e x t r a c t s  I  m i g h t  m a k e  f r o m  m y
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n o te s ,  t h e  m o r e  o b v io u s  w o u l d  b e  t h i s  p r o g r e s s io n  t o w a r d s  t r u e  
k n o w le d g e  b y  m e a n s  o f  f a ls e  m e n t a l  im a g e s . 1

I t  is  t h e  s a m e  a s  r e g a r d s  c o g n i t i o n  o f  p la c e s ,  s c e n e s ,  a n d  e v e n t s .  
I t  is  b y  s u c c e s s iv e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ; n o t  b y  v i s i o n  o f  a  
w h o le ,  b u t  b y  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  c o n v e y  t h e  s e n s a t io n s  
t h a t  w o u ld  b e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  r e a l i t y ,  t h a t  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p s y c h is m  
re a c h e s  t h e  r e v e la t i o n  o f  a  t r u t h .

A l t h o u g h  i n t e r p r e t i n g  s u c c e s s iv e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  t h e  s u b je c t  
e x p re s s e s  h i m s e l f  l i k e  o n e  l o o k i n g  a t  a  p i c t u r e  a n d  t e l l i n g  a n o t h e r  
w h a t  h e  s e e s ; h e  c a n  o n l y  d o  s o  b y  s u c c e s s iv e  d e s c r ip t i o n s .  
T h e  a n a lo g y  o f  la n g u a g e  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  le a d s  t o  t h e  s u p p o s i t io n  o f  
a n a lo g o u s  p e r c e p t io n .  T h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .

S o m e  “  v i s u a l  ”  s u b je c t s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  t h o s e  i n  h y p n o s is ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  h a l l u c i n a t e d ,  s e e m  b y  t h e i r  m a n n e r  o f  
s p e a k in g  t o  b e  a c t i v e ,  t o  b e  s e e k in g ,  a n d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  
t h e i r  r e s e a r c h ,  s u g g e s t in g  a  s p i r i t  f r e e d  f r o m  s p a c e  a n d  t im e .  
B u t  i f  w e  s e t  a s id e  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t u r n  t o  t h e  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s ,  
w e  s o o n  p e r c e iv e  t h a t  t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  a c t i v i t y  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  
e f f o r t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  t h e i r  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s .  I t  i s  i n  
c o u rs e  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  i n t o  w o r d s  
t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  s a y s ,  “  I  s e e  a  r o a d ,  I  f o l l o w  i t .  . . .  I  s e e  a  
lo n g ,  l o w  h o u s e ,  e t c . , ”  o r ,  “  I  le a v e  t h a t  p la c e  a n d  c o m e  i n t o  a  
la r g e  t o w n .  . . .  I  a m  f o l l o w i n g  t h a t  m a n .  . . .  I  g o  f r o m  t h e  
n o r t h  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  e t c . ”  B u t  h i s  m i n d  is  n o  m o r e  e x t e r i o r i s e d  
i n  s u c h  c a s e s  t h a n  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  r e v e a l in g  t h e  s a m e  
c o g n i t io n s  b y  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t a c t i l e  o r  a u d i t o r y  m e n t a l  
im a g e s .  T h e  u s e  o f  v i s u a l  m e n t a l  im a g e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  
s e n s o r ia l  f o r m  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i n  a n y  w a y  
m o d i f y  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p r o c e s s u s  o f  m e t a g n o m y .  T h e r e  
is  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  s u b je c t  
u s e s  v i s u a l  o r  a u d i t o r y  m e a n s ,  a u t o m a t i c  s p e a k in g  o r  w r i t i n g ,  
o r  r a p p i n g ; a l l  t h a t  v a r ie s  i s  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  
h a l lu c in a t io n s .

A s  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  s e e rs  r e c e iv e s  i t s  c o g n i t i o n s  b y  v is u a l  
im a g e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  r e a l i t i e s ,  s o  t h e y  a ls o  r e p r e s e n t  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  m o r a l  s t a t e s  o f  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  b y  v is u a l  
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e y  m a k e  u s e  o f  s y m b o l i c a l

1 T h e  fo l lo w in g  is  a  s p e c im e n  o f  w h a t  p e o p le  d e d u c e  w h e n  n e ith e r  t h e  p s y c h i c  
a g e n ts  u s e d  n o r t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e q u e n c e s  o f  m e t a g n o m y  are u n d e r sto o d .

I n  1 9 1 1 ,  a t  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  B e lg ia n  C o n g r e s s  a t  C h a rle r o i, d e s ir in g  t o  v e r if y  th e  
a d v a n t a g e s  t h a t  p h y s ic ia n s  m ig h t  d e r iv e  fr o m  d ia g n o s is  b y  m e d iu m s, P r o fe s s o r  
H e y s m a n s , d ir e c to r  o f  th e  p h a r m a c o lo g ic a l a n n e x e  to  th e  U n iv e r s it y  o f  G h e n t,  
o ffe re d  t o  m a k e  in  h is  la b o r a t o r y  e x p e r im e n ts  on  direct v is io n  o f  th e  in n e r  o r g a n s  
o f l i v i n g  a n im a ls  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  d is s e c te d  p o s t-m o r te m  t o  v e r if y  t h e  d ia g n o s is .

T h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  B u r e a u  o f  S p ir itis m , lo c a t e d  a t  L i6 g e , s e n t  h im  M ile  
J e a n p ie r r e , o f  S e r a in g , b lin d  fr o m  b ir th  b u t  a  c la ir v o y a n t  m e d iu m  ( ? ) .  P r o fe ss o r  
H e y s m a n  e x a m in e d  h e r  fo r  th r e e  c o n s e c u tiv e  d a y s , a n d  th e n  w r o te  t o  th e  B u r e a u  
t h a t  t h e  r e s u lts  w e re  e n t ir e ly  u n fa v o u r a b le . W i t h o u t  a n y  fu r th e r  r e m a r k s  !
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a n d  a l l e g o r i c a l  v i s i o n s ,  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  a  m e n t a l  la n g u a g e  
h a v i n g  n o  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  c o g n iz e .

N o t h i n g  e x h i b i t s  b e t t e r  t h e  a p t i t u d e  o f  v i s u a l  s y m b o l is m  t o  
r e p r e s e n t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  k n o w le d g e  t h a n  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  p r o c e e d in g  
b y  w h i c h  M m e  M o r e l  p la c e s  e v e n t s  i n  t im e .  I n  h e r  m e ta g n o m ic  
d r e a m  d u r i n g  p r o f o u n d  h y p n o s i s  s h e  h a s  t h e  s e n s a t io n  o f  o c c u p y 
i n g  a  p o i n t  i n  t h e  i m a g i n a r y  s p a c e  w h e r e  h e r  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a r is e .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p la c e  w h e r e  t h e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a p p e a r ,  sh e  
j u d g e s  w h e t h e r  s h e  is  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  o r  f u t u r e .  T h o s e  
o f  t h e  p a s t  a p p e a r  a s  i f  b e h i n d  h e r ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  b e f o r e  h e r ,  
a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b y  h e r  s id e .  B y  t h i s  s im p le  m e n t a l  
a r t i f i c e  t h i s  s u b je c t  o b t a i n s  s o  s u r e  a n  id e a  o f  r e l a t i v e  p la c e  in  
t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  k i n d  o f  e r r o r  t h a t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  k n o w n  
h e r  m a k e .  I n  h e r  la n g u a g e  th e s e  p e r c e p t io n s  a r e  t r a n s la t e d  in  
p h r a s e s  s u c h  a s  : “  T h i s  e v e n t  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  t o  p a s s  s o o n ; I  
s e e  i t  f a r  f r o m  m e .  . . “ Y e s ,  t h i s  w i l l  h a p p e n  s o o n ; i t  is  
c lo s e  t o  m e ,  I  c a n  t o u c h  i t .  . . . ”  “  S o m e  c h a n g e  is  t a k i n g  p la c e  
i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  p e r s o n  ; I  s e e  i t  r o u n d  m e  ; i t  s u r r o u n d s  
m e . "

O t h e r  s u b je c t s  o b t a i n  t h e  s a m e  c o g n i t i o n s  b y  o t h e r  s y m b o l ic a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ; a n d  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i f  o n  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  im a g e s  s o  im p r e c is e ,  t h e y  r i s k  a n  a p p r o x i m a t io n  
t o  a c t u a l  d a t e s ,  e i t h e r  s p o n t a n e o u s ly  o r  b e c a u s e  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
in s is t s ,  e r r o r  i s  t h e  r u l e .

I t  o c c a s io n a l l y  h a p p e n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t io n  
t a k e s  t h e  f o r m  o f  v i s u a l  im a g e s  o f  w o r d s  o r  p h r a s e s .  I n  s u c h  
c a s e s  a n  e x a c t  d a t e  m a y  b e  g i v e n . 1 T h i s  i s  e x c e p t io n a l ,  b u t  in  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  n u m e r o u s  s e a n c e s  I  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  f i r s t  n a m e s  
( o f t e n ) ,  t h e  a g e s ,  n a m e s  o f  p e r s o n s ,  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  t o w n s ,  a  
t e le p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  e t c .

B u t  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  w o r k i n g  is  u s u a l l y  le s s  d i r e c t ; i t  p ro g re s s e s  
f r o m  s y m b o l  t o  s y m b o l  a n d  t h u s  le a d s  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  t o  
p r e c is e  k n o w le d g e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  a  t y p i c a l  e x a m p le  :

“  I see in the fam ily  circle of this gentlem an a youn g girl . . .  a crown 
appears . . . Stephanos * . . . Stephanie . . . F an n y  . . . she is called 
F a n n y .'’

W i t h  s o m e  s u b je c t s  s i m i l a r  p r e c is e  i n f o r m a t i o n s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s e a n c e s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  a n y  
p e r s o n  p r e s e n t ,  o r  ( n o t  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  h o w e v e r ) ,  i f  t h e y  
a r e .

E v e r y  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  u s e s  v is u a l  s y m b o l i s m  a n d  a l le g o r y  
a f t e r  h i s  o w n  f a s h i o n ; i t  d e p e n d s  o n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u l t u r e  a n d1 Audition of words, automatic writing and speaking, are other representative 
modalities which give the same results.

* Stephanos in Greek is " a crown/* M. de FleuriSre, who gave this impression, 
is  a  h i g h l y  educated man and knows Greek.
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im a g in a t iv e  t e n d e n c y .  W i t h  M m e  M o r e l ,  i n  w h o m  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
m e n ta l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e a s y  a n d  f e r t i l e  i n  r e s u l t s ,  
th e  s y m b o l is m  b o r d e r s  o n  t h e  c o n c r e t e .  A  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n  
in te l l ig e n c e ,  a  s e n t i m e n t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w i l l  b e  r e v e a le d  t o  h e r  b y  
h a l lu c in a t o r y  h u m a n  f ig u r e  v e r g in g  o n  a  c a r i c a t u r e .  T h e  h e a d  
o f  a  m a n  w i t h  b r i g h t  e y e s ,  l i v e l y ,  m o b i l e ,  w i t h  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
la r g e  s k u l l  r a d i a t i n g  l i g h t — w i l l  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  ‘ ‘ H e  is  a  m a n  o f  
g r e a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e , ”  o r ,  d e s c r i b i n g  h e r  v i s i o n  d i r e c t l y ,  s h e  m a y  s a y ,  
“  I  see t h a t  m a n  ; h o w  i n t e l l i g e n t  h e  l o o k s ; w h a t  a  l a r g e  a n d  
lu m in o u s  b r a i n . ”

A  d u l l  lo o k ,  a s  i f  r e s ig n e d  t o  ig n o r a n c e  ; a  s lo w ,  h e s i t a t i n g  
i m a g e ; t h e n  o n l y  a  s m a l l ,  d a r k  b r a i n  v i s i b le ,  w i l l  c a u s e  h e r  t o  
s a y ,  “  H e  is  u n i n t e l l i g e n t ,  i g n o r a n t ,  m a t e r i a l ,  e t c . ”

T o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  s a m e  c o g n i t i o n ,  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  t h i s  s u b je c t  
o f te n  u s e s  v is io n s  d e v o i d  o f  m o v e m e n t ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  p r i n c i p a l  
a n d  a d v e n t i t i o u s  im a g e s ,  th e s e  l a t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  
k n o w le d g e  t o  b e  b u i l t  u p .  T h e  s u b je c t  w ri l l  s a y ,  “  I  s e e  r o u n d  
t h is  p e r s o n  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  i n  p a i n .  . . .  I  s e e  b lo o d  . . . s ic k  
p e rs o n s  . . . h e  is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s ic k  a n d  lo o k s  a f t e r  t h e m  . . . 
h e  is  a  p h y s i c i a n . ”

A  m a n  o f  s c ie n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  h e r  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  im a g e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  h e  is  c a lm ,  s a t is f ie d ,  a n d  
t h e r e  is  a  l o o k  o f  k n o w le d g e  i n  h i s  e y e s  . . . , w h e n c e  r e s u l t s  
d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h i s  k i n d  : “  H e  h a s  a  p o w e r f u l  b r a i n .  . . .  I  s e e  
m u c h  l i g h t  i n  h i m  . . . r o u n d  h i m  I  s e e  f ig u r e s ,  d e s ig n s ,  p la n s  
o f  e v e r y  k i n d .  . . . T h is  m a n ’ s  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  s c ie n t i f i c ,  b u t  i n  
c o n s t r u c t iv e  s c ie n c e ,  l i k e  a n  e n g in e e r  o r  a n  a r c h i t e c t . ”  O r  
a g a in ,  “  S h e  is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  ; a  v e r y  i n t e l l i g e n t  w o m a n  . . . 
a r t i s t i c .  . . .  I  s e e  r o u n d  h e r  m a n y  im a g e s  o f  s t i l l  l i f e  . . . 
t h e y  a r e  p i c t u r e s .  . . . S h e  is  f o n d  o f  p a i n t i n g . ”

T h e r e  a r e  a s  m a n y  m o d e s  o f  u s in g  v i s u a l  p e r c e p t io n s  a s  t h e r e  
a r e  s e n s i t iv e s .  H e r e  is  a n o t h e r  k i n d ,  b y  a n o t h e r  p e r c i p i e n t :

"  Everything is black in this person’s life ; fate is persistently against 
her. Near at hand, however, is a ray of light which pierces the darkness; 
then a greater and growing light . . . better days are near.”

" This person seems to me like a stream which divides and fills different 
reservoirs . . . his goodness upholds many human beings round him.”

"  The whole life of this person appears to me in vision. I see him 
bound round by bonds which restrain and immobilize him. . . . He makes 
muscular efforts to break them, but in vain. Everything that he has 
hitherto tried has failed . . . but he is near the time when a greater 
effort will break his bonds . . . circumstances will assist his undertakings.”

S o m e t im e s  t h e  a l l e g o r y  is  b y  v e r y  s im p le  s y m b o l is m .  M .  d e  
F le u r i£ r e ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  t a k e s  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  o r g a n ic  o r  p s y c h ic  l i f e  
o r  o f  e x t e r n a l  a c t i o n  b y  s e e in g  m e r e  l in e s  w h o s e  d i r e c t io n s ,  t i n t s ,  
s iz e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  g i v e  h i m  s y n t h e t is e d  i n d i c a t i o n s  t o  b e
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l a t e r  o n  c o m p l e t e d  b y  m o r e  c o n c r e t e  v is io n s .  T h i s  p e r c ip ie n t  
w i l l  s o m e t im e s  e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  t h u s  :

“  The life of this man seems to me like a luminous ray which ascends 
continuously, broadening out . . . without check or depression . . .  his 
life will expand without hindrances. . . . ”

"  This gentleman’s life looks to me like a dark ray which has for some 
time been getting thinner. . . .  It is still thinner in the future . . . 
hear it break . . . death will come before long.”

T h e r e  a r e  u n e d u c a t e d  “  v i s u a l  ”  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  w h o s e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  u s e s  o n l y  a l l e g o r i c a l  im a g e s  a n d  w h o  o n l y  d e s c r ib e  
t h e i r  v is io n s .  T h e y  s p e a k  i n  p a r a b le s  a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  
o r i e n t a l s .  T h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  c o m p u ls io n  
u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e y  a c t ,  a r e  a p t  t o  d i s d a in  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  f a c u l t y  
w h ic h  c a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o d u c e  s o m e  r e m a r k a b l e  p h e n o m e n a .

T o  r e i n f o r c e  a n  e x p o s i t i o n ,  n e c e s s a r i ly  b r i e f  a n d  im p e r f e c t ,  
h o w  m e n t a l  v i s u a l  im a g e s  a r e  u s e d ,  i t  s e e m s  u s e f u l  t o  q u o t e  h e re  
a  f r a g m e n t  o f  a u t o - a n a l y s i s  g i v e n  m e  i n  1 9 1 3  b y  M .  d e  F le u r ie r e .  
I t  i s  g i v e n  i n  f u l l  i n  m y  b o o k ,  L u d d i t e  et I n t u i t io n ,  p a g e s  4 3 7 - 4 5 6 .

“ My intuitive mental images occasionally correspond with the objective 
reality in the present or the future. Thus, the vision of a cradle in which 
is a smiling child, of a person extended on a death-bed, a vessel sinking 
at sea, a building in flames, are natural images thrown on the screen of the 
soul which describe facts past, present, or future, according to the plane 
of vision.

”  A t other times the visions are figurative, so to speak, they are of a 
symbolical type. Thus, in current language and by traditional meaning, 
an olive branch does not signify the branch of a tree, but p eace; a dove 
does not stand for the bird, but the idea of gentleness; a lily is not a 
flower, but an image of candour and purity. These are, substantially, 
metaphors, and such artifices must, so it seems to me, be frequently used 
b y  lucidity.

”  In m y own case they continually recur when I take the trouble to 
analyse the visual, auditory, tactile, and olfactory images which constitute 
one form of direct vision or telepathic intuition. Symbolism always plays 
a very large part.

*' Thus, the vision of a  dead man, instead of presenting itself under 
the natural form  of a  corpse in a  coffin, it  m ay appear under twenty 
different forms. Som etim es I have the impression of a  branch which 
cracks, breaks, and falls (especially in cases of sudden death), and then 
there is both the vision of the fact and the au d itory  supplem ent, all 
referring not to  the m aterial object, b u t the even t signified.

“  O ccasionally I have this vision of death under the form  of a black 
line cleaving a grey crysta l or extending into a  cloudy sk y  : or it  m ay be 
a light which is slow ly extinguished, or a  m eteor vanishing on the horizon : 
or again, it  m ay appear under the form of a gaping chasm  b y  the side of 
a  person into w hich some one dear to him disappears.

"  These few  exam ples w ill show how m uch im ages w hich convey the 
sam e idea m ay differ.

“  In  another order of ideas when the life of an individual is v e ry  much 
disturbed, m orally and m aterially, b u t better and more peaceful times 
are approaching, the situation is m anifest to  me in the lucid sta te  b y  the
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very expressive image of a rough sea or a wind-driven lake on which the 
tempest is succeeded by calm, the water becoming a mirror in which 
blue sky and sunshine are reflected. Or I m ay have before me the image 
of a tempestuous sky and heavy clouds with flashes of lightning succeeded 
by calm, silence, and serene light.

“ Under a different symbolism, when the future is to be mild and sweet 
I see a verdant plain dotted with flowers, which stretches far beyond the 
person, beautiful and smiling, over which blow the breezes of springtime.

"  If the matter concerns great material and pecuniary success, the 
result of personal effort and assisting circumstances, the interior sensation 
is that of swelling out, plenitude, marked relief, and the corresponding 
images are swelling billows, rounded hills that rise, or a fertile slope on 
which there are gilded heaps like masses of gold or ripe wheat. (The most 
curious of these symbols is that a swelling on m y left arm above the 
metacarpal bones and on the forearm a little above the inner articulation 
of the wrist always corresponds to this kind of future— increased material 
advantages.)

“ If unexpected good fortune, due to chance, happening suddenly— an 
inheritance, lottery prize, discovery of treasure, etc.— is to come to pass,
I have the same sensation of plenitude, extension, and swelling, but the 
image is usually different— a golden rain or sparkling light falling on the 
person.

" We may now consider another kind of success— moral achievement, 
notoriety, social relief, celebrity, distinction, renown. In such cases I 
feel a sensation of light, and the image is that of an aureole more or less 
bright shining on and around the person. The colour will be according 
to the case, will be white, golden or rose, or harmonious blendings of 
these. (I note in passing that in these cases I have never seen blue or 
green.)

"  If the renown is to come from literary success, intellectual effort, or 
brain-work, I have observed that the aureole tends to red, more or less 
tinged with violet. I have further observed that more or less red pertains 
to cerebral activity, as if the red colour were the result of its ebullition 
as of melted metal or a burning substance.

“  I do not claim that this is so ; I mean that by such a colour I have 
the vision or the sensation of cerebral activity  and of the kind of luminous 
vapour that proceeds from it, just as white or green flames play over 
melted silver or copper.

“  In m y visions or sensations of colour this red becomes empurpled 
and changes into pure violet when the cerebral activity tends towards or 
is bent upon the transcendental, psychical problems, research into the 
Beyond, solution of philosophical problems and all that is called the domain 
of the marvellous.

" If it be permissible I could give you the names of very well-known
persons who have given me this colour-sensation— notably, Mme de V------,
M. Max------, Leon D------, Mme Ag------, Mme Dr. J-M------, and others.
I have always observed it more or less characteristically with priests, 
doctors, men of science, highly cultured spiritualists, and some en
lightened mystics.

"  Now to speak of success of a sentimental kind. When a life holds, 
or will hold, joys of the heart and love, this state of things presents to m y 
intuition the image of an azure nimbus, or a surrounding atmosphere of 
blue (or blue-green) above and around the person predestined to such joy.
"  (In the exercise of my humble powers, bright blue, bluish, or blue and 
green mixed have always appeared to me as the special colours relating 
to the heart and its influences.)



“  On the other hand, if the life is to be overshadowed by a deep and 
unhappy love, torn b y  shocks and crises, I see the blue atmosphere 
intersected b y  grey, dark, fire-red, or dark-red rays and blots of strange 
shapes flung together. In such cases the vision gives me a sensation of 
something at once sweet, grand, and painful.

“  If a person is in physical or moral danger I see quagmires and chasms 
opening under his steps or round about him. I could quote many such 
cases.

“  I f  a  person is m enaced b y  perfidy, falsehood, and equivocal proceed
ings I could q uote instances in which this intuition is given b y  the image 
of serpents th a t I see creeping and hissing abou t the person in danger, 
insidious and threatening.

"  Here is an example of symbolical im agery drawn from physical and 
the moral sources, having to do with a passion such as anger :

“  I have often found myself in intuitive contact with choleric persons 
violent by nature or actually angry. The image revealing this state is 
often very striking, for it shows the projection of black, or grey, effluviap 
or steaming vapour from the brain or the chest, nearly always streaked 
with a biUous yello w ; these came chiefly from the head and chest, like 
dark, concentric sheaves, like fireworks of ill-assorted colours.

“  On the other hand, a gentle, calm, and good disposition is shown by 
the visual image of a rosy transparence, slightly warm (tactile image or 
sensation) with a sort of magnetic attraction which draws and retains. 
This is a physical and moral sensation which I can hardly describe, but 
appears to me fluidic.

“  W ith respect to the magnetic attraction which I have just mentioned, 
I have observed that a few men and many women, especially in the realm 
of passion, have this undefinable quasi-magnetic property which at once 
attracts, captivates, and retains. In the intuitive perception of such 
women, charming and fatal, I have several times had a sensation as if 
I saw deep in their being an eye with the power of fascination, and also 
from the forehead and the heart a sort of magnetic radiation proceeding 
from their whole being attracting all that is near them, as a magnet attracts 
certain metals. B y  this magnetic sensation I feel that I am in presence of 
one of those heart-vampires who bum  and devour all affection approach
ing them, an attraction from which none can escape.

'* I could m ultiply these symbolical images for direct or telepathic 
intuition indefinitely.”

I t  w o u ld  b e  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  
a n d  f u l l  o f  d e e p  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i f  i t  w e r e  w e l l  p r o v e d  t h a t  m e t a 
g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  w h o  w o r k  b y  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  t h e  v is u a l  
a n d  o t h e r  s e n s o r ia l  c a te g o r ie s ,  r e c e iv e  a n d  r e c o n s t i t u t e  i n f o r m a 
t i v e  id e a s ,  a n d  n o t  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  r e a l i t i e s  b e y o n d  s p a c e  
a n d  t im e ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  o n  a  h u m a n  o b j e c t i v e .

U t il iz a t io n  o f  ta c tile  m e n ta l im a g e s .

T h e  v a r ie tie s  o f  s u c h  im a g e s. T h e  s e n s e  o f  t o u c h ,  w h ic h  
e v o lu t i o n i s t s  t a k e  t o  b e  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  s e n s e  i n  a n i m a l  l i f e ,  s e e m s  
t h e  m o s t  s im p le  i n  i t s  m e c h a n is m ,  b u t  i s  r e a l l y  c o m p le x .  I t  
i n f o r m s  u s  o f  o u r  o w n  b o d y  a n d  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  b y  d iv e r s e  
s e n s a t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  p r a c t i c e  a n d
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w h ic h  p a t h o lo g ic a l  a n a t o m y  h a s  b e g u n  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  a n d  r e f e r  
t o  s e p a r a te  m e c h a n is m s  o f  s e n s a t io n .

S t im u lu s  o f  t h e  n e r v e s  o f  t o u c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  k i n d ,  a n d  
a ls o  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n e r v e s  a f f e c t e d ,  p r o d u c e  f o u r  
e le m e n ta r y  t a c t i l e  im p r e s s io n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  f o u r  v a r ie t i e s  o f  
t a c t i l e  m e n t a l  im a g e s .

(1 ) W h e n  w e  p a s s  o u r  f in g e r s  o v e r  a n  o b j e c t  t o  p e r c e iv e  i t s  
s h a p e , i t s  d im e n s io n s ,  i t s  t e x t u r e ,  e t c . ,  w e  h a v e  s e n s a t io n s  o f  
t o u c h  p r o p e r l y  s o  c a l le d ,  a n d  t h e  s e n s a t io n s  t h a t  s o  c o m e  t o  u s  
a r e  th o s e  o f  a c t i v e  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  t o u c h  f o r  w h ic h  t h e  h a n d  is  
t h e  p e r ip h e r a l  o r g a n  s p e c ia l l y  a d a p t e d .  W e  t h u s  a c q u i r e  t a c t i l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  t h e  f o r m s ,  s iz e s ,  a n d  t e x t u r e  o f  
e x t e r n a l  t h in g s .

(2 ) I f  s o m e  o b j e c t  le a n s  a g a in s t  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  t h e  t a c t i l e  
im p r e s s io n  s o  p r o d u c e d  is  o n e  o f  p r e s s u r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p a s s iv e  
t o u c h  b y  w h ic h  w e  r e c e iv e  t a c t i l e  im a g e s  o f  w e ig h t .

(3 ) S o m e  n e r v e - f i l a m e n t s  a n d  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  m e c h a n is m  t h a t  
c o n n e c ts  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  a r e  im p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  
t h e r m a l  m o d e  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  g i v e  t h e  im p r e s s io n  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  
t e m p e r a t u r e .

(4 ) O u r  i n t e r n a l  im p r e s s io n s  t h a t  p r o c e e d  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
b o d y ,  f r o m  a l l  i t s  o r g a n s  a n d  t is s u e s ,  e n d  i n  a  g e n e r a l  p s y c h ic  
s e n s a t io n  o f  h e a l t h  o r  u n e a s in e s s ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  i n  a  s e n s a t io n  o f  
p a in  o r  p le a s u r e  w h ic h  p e r m i t s  o f  l o c a l i z a t i o n  a t  s o m e  p la c e  
i n  t h e  b o d y ,  a t  s o m e  o r g a n  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  s y s te m .  T h e s e  a r e  
t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  im a g e s  c a l le d  c o e n e s th e t ic ,  r e c a l l i n g  i n t e r n a l  
i m p r e s s io n s ; t h e y  a r e  t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  p r e c e d in g  t a c t i l e  
im a g e s .

(5 )  F r o m  t h i s  l a s t  c a t e g o r y  o f  t a c t i l e  im a g e s  a r e  d e r i v e d  
a n o t h e r  v a r i e t y — t h e  im a g e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  e m o t i o n s ; a n d  i n  
v ie w  o f  t h e  e x t e n d e d  u s e  t h a t  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  m a k e  o f  
th e s e ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f in e  c le a r l y  i n  w h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  o f  m e n t a l
im a g e s  c o n s is t s .

W h a t e v e r  t h e  c a u s e  m a y  b e ,  e m o t io n  is  a  p s y c h ic  s t a t e  c h a r 
a c t e r iz e d  b y  a  c o e n e s th e t ic  c o m p le x  a n d  t h e  m o t o r  r e a c t io n s  t h a t  
a c c o m p a n y  i t .

W h e n  t h e  e m o t i v e  s t i m u l u s  is  e x t e r n a l  i t  is  e m o t io n  p r o p e r l y  
s o  c a l le d  : w rh e n  i t  is  i n t e r n a l  a n d  s p r in g s  f r o m  a n  id e a ,  e m o t io n  
t a k e s  t h e  m o r e  d u r a b le  f o r m  o f  s e n t im e n t ,  o r  i f  s t r o n g l y  p r e d o m i 
n a n t  i n  t h e  m e n t a l  r e g io n  i t  b e c o m e s  “  p a s s io n . "  B u t  w h a t e v e r  
i t s  o r i g i n  t h e  e m o t io n  d e t e r m in e s  a  p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l  c h a n g e  
d i f f e r i n g  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  e m o t io n  a n d  a lw a y s  t h e  s a m e  f o r  e a c h  
k i n d .

T h e  f e e l in g  o f  "  s a d n e s s , ”  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  is  a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  
c a r d ia c  p a in ,  e p ig a s t r i c  c o n s t r i c t i o n ,  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  m u s c u la r ,  
a n d  m o r a l  d e p r e s s io n .  “  A n g e r , ”  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a u s e s  a  I
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s t a t e  o f  m u s c u la r  c o n t r a c t i o n ,  m o r e  o r  le s s  d is c e r n ib le ,  a s  i f  t h e  
b o d y  w e r e  m o b i l i z i n g  i t s  e n e r g ie s  f o r  s t r i f e  ; t h e  v a s o - m o to r  
r e a c t i o n s  m a k e  t h e  f a c e  p a le  o r  r e d ,  t h e  h e a r t  q u ic k e n s ,  t h e  b r a in  
i s  c o n f u s e d ,  a n d  c l a r i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  v a n is h e s  i n  t h e  c h a o s  p r o d u c e d  
b y  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  s h o c k .

C o n s i d e r a t io n  o f  e a c h  v a r i e t y  o f  e m o t i o n  w o u ld  s h o w  t h a t  
e a c h  d i f f e r s  f r o m  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  r e a c t i o n - c o m p l e x  p r o d u c e d .  T h is  
c a n  e a s i l y  b e  a n a ly s e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s u d d e n  o r  s t r o n g  e m o t io n s ,  
b u t  is  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  l a s t i n g  a n d  g e n t le  s e n t i m e n t s ; 
b u t  a  b r a i n  w h ic h  h a s  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  e m o t io n s  w o u ld  
h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e c o g n iz in g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  s e n t im e n t  b y  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s e n s a t io n  i t  p r o d u c e s .  I s  i t  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  
u n q u e s t io n e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  r e a w a k e n  t h e  e m o t io n s  
t h a t  g a v e  r i s e  t o  t h e m  ? F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  s u f f ic e s  t o  m i m ic  a n g e r  
t o  f e e l  t h a t  e m o t i o n  b y  r e v e r s a l  o f  i t s  e x t e r n a l  p h e n o m e n a .

T h e  s p e c i f i c  r e a c t io n s  o f  t h e  o r g a n is m  t o  e a c h  v a r i e t y  o f  
e m o t i o n  c r e a t e  a s  m a n y  c o e n e s t h e t ic  i m a g e s ; a n d  th e s e  a re  
a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  m o t o r  im a g e s .  T h e s e  e m o t i o n a l  im a g e s  a re  
t h o s e  t h a t  m e t a g n o m ic  p s y c h is m s  c h i e f l y  u s e ,  w h e t h e r  is o la t e d  
a n d  m o m e n t a r y  o r  a n c i l l a r y  t o  o t h e r  c o in c i d e n t  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  u s e  t h a t  p e r c ip i e n t s  m a k e  o f  t h e m ,  th e  
t a c t i l e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  c a n  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s  :

1 .  I m a g e s  o f  to u ch  p r o p e r ly  so  c a lle d ,  o f  w e ig h t ,  t h e r m a l  v a r ia 
t i o n  ; r e p r e s e n t in g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h i n g s  r e l a t i v e l y  t o  t h e  s e n s e  o f  
t o u c h ,  f o r m ,  t e x t u r e ,  e x t e n s io n ,  w e ig h t ,  a n d  h e a t .

2 .  C o e n esth etic  im a g e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o r g a n ic  im p r e s s io n s .
3 .  E m o tio n a l im a g e s .

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN

f

U t il iz a t io n  o f  ta c tile  h a llu c in a t io n s  r ig h tly  so  c a lle d .

T h e  s u m  o f  c o g n i t i o n s  o n  p e r s o n s  a n d  t h in g s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  g iv e n  
b y  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  o f  t o u c h  is  r e s t r i c t e d ,  a n d  t h i s  v a r i e t y  i s  m o s t ly  
c o m p l e m e n t a r y  t o  o t h e r  k in d s ,  c h ie f l y  v is u a l .

M m e  M o r e l  r e a c h e s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a n  o r i e n t a l  t o w n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w 
i n g  m a n n e r : " . . .  I  s e e  a  n u m b e r  o f  w h i t e  h o u s e s  . . .
v e g e t a t i o n  w h ic h  i s  n o t  t h a t  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  . . . v e r y  b r i g h t  
s u n s h in e  . . . o p p r e s s iv e  h e a t  . . . e t c . ”  S h e  p e r c e iv e s  a  
c o m m e r c ia l  c h a n g e  t h u s : “ T h i s  g e n t le m a n  w i l l  c h a n g e  h is  
f a c t o r y  . . .  h e  is  n o w  b u s y  o n  a n  i n d u s t r y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  l i q u i d s .  
. . .  I  s e e  h i m  s o o n  i n  a n o t h e r  m a n u f a c t o r y  w h e r e  o t h e r  t h in g s  
a r e  m a d e  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  n a m e .  . . . T h e y  a r e  h a r d ,  f l a t ,  a n d  c o ld  
t o  t h e  t o u c h . ”  ( T h is  w a s  a  b r i c k  f a c t o r y . )

P e r c ip i e n t s  o f t e n  lo c a t e  e v e n t s  i n  t i m e  b y  h e lp  o f  t h e r m a l  
s e n s a t io n s  g i v i n g  t h e  s e a s o n a l n o t io n s  : “ I  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  e v e n t  
t o o k  p la c e  w h e n  i t  w a s  c o ld  ; i t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o r  i n  c o ld  
w e a t h e r . ”  M o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e m p lo y e d  t h a n  g u s t a t o r y  o r  o l f a c t o r y  
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  b e in g  o f  a  m o r e  in t e l l e c t q & l  t y p e ,  n e v e r t h e le s s



t a c t i l e  im a g e s  c a n  b e  o n l y  a c c e s s o r y ,  s in c e  b y  t h e m s e lv e s  t h e y  
d o  n o t  s u f f ic e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  p e r c e p t io n s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .  T h e y  
c o l la b o r a t e  t o w a r d s  a  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

U tiliz a tio n  o f  coen esth etic  h a llu c in a t io n s .

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  w h i c h  m o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  f u r n i s h  
c o g n i t io n s  o f  o r g a n ic  s ta t e s ,  w h e t h e r  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  v i s u a l  
im a g e s  b y  s e e rs ,  o r  p r o j e c t e d  s i n g l y  o n  t h e  m e n t a l  s c r e e n .

I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  c a s e  t h e  s u b je c t s  d e s c r ib e  w h a t  t h e y  f e e l  b i t  b y  
b i t ,  a n d  t h u s  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  t h e  s e a t  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  a n  a i l m e n t  
w i t h  v e r y  u n e q u a l  r e s u l t s .  T h e y  t h u s  l i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o m e n t a r y  
o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a n  i l ln e s s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  c o n s c io u s  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  b y  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t .  T h i s  p a s s in g  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  m i n d  b y  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  i l ln e s s  b e c o m e s  p i c t o r i a l  
a m o n g  th o s e  p e r c ip i e n t s  w h o  n o t  o n l y  d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  s e n s a t io n s  
b u t  m i m ic  s o m e  o f  t h e m .

O n  t o u c h i n g  a  w r i t t e n  p a p e r ,  M i l e  d e  B e r l y  w i l l  s t a r t  y a w n i n g  
a n d  w i l l  s h o w  s ig n s  o f  n a u s e a : “  H o w  t h i s  p o o r  m a n  y a w n s ! 
H i s  s to m a c h  is  a f f e c t e d , ”  s h e  w i l l  s a y .  W i t h  a n o t h e r  p a p e r  i n  
h e r  h a n d s ,  s h e  r is e s  f r o m  h e r  c h a i r ,  t a k e s  a  f e w  s lo w  s te p s ,  a n d  
s i t s  d o w n  a g a in  h e a v i l y ,  s a y in g ,  “  O h ,  h o w  t i r e d  m y  b a c k  i s ; I  
a m  w e a r y  ; m y  a b d o m e n  is  p a i n f u l .  . . . A h ,  h o w  g o o d  i t  i s  t o  
s i t  d o w n .  . . . O h ,  w h a t  a  r e l i e f  ! I  a d v is e  y o u  t o  e x a m in e  t h i s  
p a t i e n t ’s  a b d o m e n ; t h e r e  is  c e r t a i n l y  s o m e t h in g  a b n o r m a l . ”  
T h e  p a t i e n t  i n  q u e s t io n  w a s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  m o n t h  o f  p r e g n a n c y ,  
c h e e r f u l l y  e n d u r e d .  T h e  c o e n e s t h e t ic  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  w a s  e x c e s s iv e ,  
b u t  c o r r e c t  i n  i t s  m e a n in g .

I n  a n o t h e r  s ta n c e ,  o n  p u t t i n g  h e r  h a n d  o n  a n  o b j e c t ,  s h e  h a d  
s o  v i o l e n t  a n  a t t a c k  o f  s n e e z in g  a n d  r u n n i n g  a t  t h e  n o s e  t h a t  I  
f e a r e d  s h e  h a d  a  b a d  c o ld  a n d  u r g e d  h e r  t o  p u t  o n  a  s h a w l .  S h e  
s a id ,  “  D o  n o t  b e  a n x io u s ,  t h i s  w i l l  p a s s ,  b u t  t h e  l a d y  w i l l  n o t  
r e c o v e r  a s  s o o n  a s  I  s h a l l ; s h e  h a s  a  k i n d  o f  c h r o n ic  c o r y z a  . . . 
s h e  m a k e s  m e  w a n t  t o  b l o w  m y  n o s e . ”

I  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  p e r c ip i e n t s  s o  c o m p l e t e ly  u n d e r  t h e  o b j e c t i f i 
c a t i o n  o f  c o e n e s th e t ic  im a g e s  t h a t  t h e i r  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  
b e c o m e  a c t u a l i t i e s — c o l ic ,  v o m i t i n g ,  d ia r r h o e a ,  c o u g h ,  o p p r e s s io n  
i n  b r e a t h i n g ,  e t c . ,  j u s t  a s  h y p n o t i z e d  p e r s o n s  g i v e  f u l l  e f fe c t  t o  
s u g g e s t io n .

I n  e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e s  t h e  c o e n e s th e t ic  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  is  s o  s t r o n g  
t h a t  t h e  o r g a n ic  d i s t u r b a n c e  la s t s  f o r  s o m e  t im e  in s t e a d  o f  c e a s in g  
s u d d e n ly  a s  i t  u s u a l ly  d o e s .

O n  t o u c h i n g  t h e  h a n d  o f  a  s ic k  m a n ,  M .  d e  F le u r i£ r e  h a d  o n e  
d a y  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s e n s a t io n  o f  a  s w o l le n  l i v e r  a n d  v i o l e n t  
n a u s e a .  O t h e r  m e n t a l  im a g e s  b e in g  a c c o r d a n t ,  h e  w a r n e d  t h i s  
m a n  o f  t h e  g r a v e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  i l ln e s s ,  t h o u g h  s o f t e n in g  t h e  
p r o g n o s is .  T h e  m a n  d ie d  o f  c a n c e r  o f  t h e  l i v e r ;  b u t  t h e
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s e n s a t io n s  i n d u c e d  i n  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  b y  t h e  c o n t a c t  la s te d  fo r  
t e n  d a y s ; h i s  l i v e r  f e l t  t e n d e r  a n d  h e  h a d  t o  b e  t r e a t e d .

A l l  s u b je c t s  w h o  o b t a i n  c o g n i t i o n s  o f  o r g a n ic  s ta te s  b y  
c c e n e s t h e t ic  im p r e s s io n s  d o  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e  t h i s  s t r o n g  o b je c t i f ic a 
t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m e n t a l  im a g e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  a w a r e  o f  an  
a i l m e n t  a n d  i t s  s e a t  b y  t h e  m e r e  s e n s a t io n  o f  lo c a l  p a in ,  m o re  o r  
le s s  in t e n s e — a  k i n d  o f  t a c t i l e  d i a g r a m m a t i c  r e p r e s e n ta t io n .  
T h e  r e l a t i v i t y  i n  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  is  h e r e  m o s t  s t r o n g ly  
m a r k e d ,  f o r  j u s t  a s  v is i o n s ,  i n e x a c t  f r o m  t h e  a n a t o m ic a l  a n d  
p a t h o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v ie w ,  g i v e  t o  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t s  c o r r e c t  n o t io n s  
o f  t h e  d is e a s e ,  s o  a ls o  c o e n e s t h e t ic  im a g e s  w h ic h  d o  n o t  c o r re s p o n d  
t o  t h e  a c t u a l  s e n s a t io n s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  a l l o w  o f  c o g n i t i o n  o f  re a l 
e x i s t e n t  m a la d ie s .

T h e  s e n s a t io n  o f  p a i n  b y  w h i c h  a  s u b je c t  i s  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  
o r g a n i c  t r o u b l e  i s  v e r y  o f t e n  n o t  f e l t  b y  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  e i t h e r  n o t  
a t  a l l ,  o r  d i f f e r e n t  i n  k i n d ,  a c u te n e s s ,  o r  e v e n  l o c a l i t y .  S o m e tim e s  
t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d  is  n o t  a w a r e  o f  b e in g  i l l .  S o m e t im e s  t h e  i l l 
n e s s  c o g n iz e d  is  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  is  n o t  
i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p r o d u c e  a c t u a l i t y ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  g i v e  t h e  n o t io n — th e  
c o g n i t i o n .

T h i s  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  s e q u e n c e  i n  m e t a g n o m y  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  id e a  
o f  t r a n s f e r  o f  d is e a s e  f r o m  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  fo r m e r  
c e a s in g  t o  s u f f e r  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  t a k i n g  o n  t h e  a i l m e n t .  W h e n  a 
p a t i e n t  c e a s e s  t o  f e e l  p a i n  a n d  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  h a d  p r o lo n g e d  
c c e n e s t h e t ic  s y m p t o m s  t h e r e  is  a  s e m b la n c e  o f  t r a n s f e r .

U t i l iz a t io n  o f  e m o tio n a l h a llu c in a t io n s .

A m o n g  a l l  m e n t a l  im a g e s ,  t h o s e  o f  a n  e m o t i o n a l  n a t u r e  a re  
t h e  m o s t  u s e d .  A  l i t t l e  r e f l e c t i o n  w i l l  e a s i l y  s h o w  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  c o g n i t i o n  w h i c h  t h i s  k i n d  o f  im a g e  c a n  f u r n i s h ,  w h e th e r  
a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  o t h e r  s e n s o r ia l  im a g e s  o r  n o t .

P e r c ip i e n t s  o b t a i n  c o g n i t i o n  o f  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
s t a t e s  b y  a  d u p l i c a t e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ,  b o t h  v i s u a l  a n d  e m o t io n a l .  
S o m e  s u b je c t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o g n iz e  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  f o r m  o f  
i m a g i n a r y  e m o t io n s .  T h e y  f e e l  t h e  s e n t im e n t s ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a n d  m o r a l  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  o t h e r s  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  t h e i r  o w n ; a n d  
t h e y  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d  b y  a n a ly s in g  
w h a t  t h e y  t h e m s e lv e s  f e e l  a n d  b y  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r  s e n s a t io n s .  
E m o t i o n a l  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  h a s  a s  m u c h  p o w e r  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  as 
t h e  s e n t i m e n t  i t s e l f  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  u n d e r  i t s  
g e n e r a t in g  id e a  : s o m e t im e s  e v e n  m o r e .  I t  i s  b y  t h e s e  e m o t io n a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  t h a t  m a n y  s u b je c t s  w h e n  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  
h u m a n  b e in g  a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a w a r e  o f  h i s  p r e o c c u p a t io n s ,  h is  
l e a d in g  p a s s io n ,  h i s  p e r s o n a l  w o r t h ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  a n d  
s o  o n .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  a  f e e l i n g  o f  d i s c o m f o r t  o r  c o n t e n t m e n t
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s y n th e s is e s  w h a t  w i l l  b e  e x p la in e d  i n  d e t a i l  b y  t h e  s e r ie s  o f  
h a l l u c in a t io n s  i n  o t h e r  s e n s o r ia l  m o d e s .

T h is  e m o t i o n a l  s e n s e  a t  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  i s  s o m e t im e s  s o  v i o l e n t  
t h a t  p e r c ip i e n t s  s o m e t im e s  e x p e r ie n c e  a c u t e  p s y c h o - p h y s ic a l  
s h o c k  w h ic h  m a y  b e  u n b e a r a b le  a n d  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .  I n  
p re s e n c e  o f  o n e  o f  t h o s e  u n h a p p y  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  
u n c e a s in g  m is f o r t u n e s ,  s o m e  p e r c ip i e n t s  s e e m  t o  fe e l  t h e  
a c c u m u la t e d  w e ig h t  o f  t h e  s u f f e r in g s  t h a t  h a v e  t a k e n  p la c e  a t  
i n t e r v a l s  i n  a  l i f e — t h e  h e a r t  c o n t r a c t s ,  t h e i r  b r e a t h i n g  q u ic k e n s ,  
a n d  im p e r io u s  n e e d  f o r  t h e  o p e n  a i r  o b l ig e s  t h e m  t o  c lo s e  t h e  
s e a n c e . S u c h  s e n s i t i v e s  e x p e r ie n c e  e v e n in g s  w h e n  t h e i r  p e a c e  o f  
m i n d  is  g r a v e ly  a f f e c t e d  b y  h a v in g  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r o u b le s  o f  
o t h e r s  w h o s e  b i t t e r n e s s  r e m a in s  w i t h  t h e m .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
t h e y  a r e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  a n d  fe e l  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  p le a s a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  
w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  c o g n iz e d  a  l i f e  w h ic h  is  l o y a l  a n d  h a p p y .

U til iz a t io n  o f  a u d it iv e  m e n ta l im a g e s.

A u d i t i v e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  r e p r e s e n t  n o is e s ,  s o u n d s ,  o r  t h e  c o n 
v e n t i o n a l  a s s e m b la g e s  o f  s o u n d s — s p o k e n  w o r d s .

R e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  n o is e s  a n d  s o u n d s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  s p o k e n  w o r d s ,  
a r e  o f  s l i g h t  u s e  t o  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y ,  w h ic h  o n l y  u s e s  t h e m  a s  
a c c e s s o r ie s  a s  i t  u s e s  g u s t a t o r y ,  o l f a c t o r y ,  a n d  t a c t i l e  im a g e s .

M m e  M o r e l ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  r e a c h e s  t h e  n o t io n  o f  t h e  s e a  b y  t h e  
v is i o n  o f  a  g r e a t  e x p a n s e  o f  w a t e r  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t h e  n o is e  o f  
w a v e s  a n d  a  s a l t  t a s t e .

M .  d e  F le u r ie r e ,  h e a r in g  f i v e  d e t o n a t io n s ,  is  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  a  c r i m i n a l  a t t e m p t  o f  w h ic h  f u l l e r  c o g n i t i o n  is  g i v e n  b y  a  
s u c c e s s io n  o f  c o n c r e t e  a n d  a l l e g o r i c a l  v is u a l  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s .

V e r b a l  a u d i t i v e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  p l a y  a  m u c h  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t ,  
s in c e  t h e y  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  k n o w le d g e ,  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  a b s t r a c t ,  b y  
a r t i c u l a t e  la n g u a g e .  T h e  p e r c ip ie n t s  h ea r  a  v o ic e ,  a n d  r e p e a t  w h a t  
t h e y  b e l ie v e  t h e y  h a v e  h e a r d .  T h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  im a g e s  
d o e s  n o t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  n e e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w h ic h  r e m o v e s  o n e  
s o u r c e  o f  e r r o r .

S u b je c t s  w h o  r e c e iv e  m u l t i - s e n s o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  a r e  o f t e n  
i n f o r m e d  b y  v e r b a l  a u d i t i v e  im a g e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  i m a g in a 
t i v e  t e n d e n c ie s  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m o m e n t ,  t h e y  
h e a r  s in g le  w o r d s ,  p h r a s e s ,  o r  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  p h r a s e s  d i c t a t e d  b y  
a  v o ic e ,  a n d  r e p r o d u c e  th e s e .  T h e  w o r d s  s e e m  s o m e t im e s  t o  
c o m e  f r o m  a  c o e x is t e n t  p h a n t a s m a l  v i s i o n ; i n  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e y  
f o l l o w  u n e x p e c t e d ly  o n  o t h e r  k in d s  o f  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a n d  a r r e s t  
a t t e n t i o n .

W h e n  t h e  m i n d  o f  a  p e r c ip i e n t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o g n i t i o n  o f  a n  
i n j ^ p u d u a l  l i f e ,  t h a t  w h ic h  is  c a l le d  h is  c o n s c io u s n e s s  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  

■ .,*pe o f  im a g e s  w i l l  a r is e  n o r  w h ic h  o f  h is  s e n s e s  w i l l  b e
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h a l l u c i n a t e d .  T r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t  s e e m s  s k i l f u l  i n  u s in g  th e  
p s y c h ic  r e s o u r c e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  m e n t a l  p r o c l i v i t i e s  a n d  th e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o g n i t i o n  t o  b e  a r o u s e d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t  
s e le c t s  s o m e  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  e x i s t i n g  im a g e s ,  c r e a te s  a n o t h e r  a t  
n e e d ,  r e i n f o r c e s  o n e  b y  o t h e r s ,  o r  a c c e n t u a t e s  m e a n in g  b y  a  
s e q u e n c e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  e x p r e s s in g  t h e  s a m e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
u n d e r  d i v e r s e  f o r m s .  A l l  m e t h o d s  s e e m  g o o d  w h ic h  s e r v e  th e  
e n d — t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  n o r m a l  t h o u g h t .

P e r c ip i e n t s  w h o  n a m e  a  t o w n ,  a  l o c a l i t y ,  o r  a  p e r s o n ,  o r  w h o  
i n d i c a t e  a  d a t e ,  o f t e n  d o  t h i s  b y  s i m p l y  r e p e a t i n g  a  v e r b a l  
a u d i t i o n .

U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  m o to r  m e n ta l im a g e s .

T h e o r e t i c a l l y  a l l  m e n t a l  m o t o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  s u i t a b le  to  
e x p r e s s  a  t h o u g h t  c a n  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  p s y c h is m ;  
b u t  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  c o - o r d i n a t e d  m o v e m e n t s  w h ic h  c a n  b r in g  
id e a s  i n t o  c o n s c io u s n e s s  h a v e  b e e n  s p e c ia l i z e d  b y  c u s t o m .  T h e  
im a g e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s u c h  m o v e m e n t s  m a y  b e  p la c e d  i n  t w o  
g r o u p s :

1 . M o t o r  im a g e s  b y  e x p r e s s iv e  g e s t u r e s  ( m i m i c r y ) .
2 .  V e r b a l  m o t o r  im a g e s .

M o t o r  im a g e s  b y  e x p r e s s iv e  g e s tu r e s .

G e s t u r e s  a r e  s o  r a r e l y  u s e d  t h a t  u p  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  I  h a v e  m e t  
o n l y  o n e  s u b je c t ,  M i l e  d e  B e r l y ,  w h o s e  p s y c h is m  u s e s  th e s e  as 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y  t o  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  im a g e s .  S h e  is  a  s u b je c t  w h o  
r e c e iv e s  m a n y  s e n s o r ia l  i m p r e s s i o n s : s h e  s e e s , s h e  h e a r s ,  a n d  
s h e  f e e ls  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  h e r  d i v e r s e  h a l lu c in a 
t i o n s  a r e  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  g e s t u r e s  p o i n t i n g  t o  
t h e  s a m e  m e a n in g .  S o  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  s h e  s t a t e s  w h a t  s h e  
s e e s , h e a r s ,  o r  f e e ls ,  s h e  w i l l  m i m i c  t h e  a c t i o n ,  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s u p e r n o r m a l  p e r c e p t io n s  a s  a n  a c t o r  o n  t h e  s ta g e  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  d r a m a .  T h e r e  a r e  b u t  f e w  o f  h e r  g o o d  s e a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  
m i m i c r y  d o e s  n o t ,  t o  a  v a r i a b l e  e x t e n t ,  s u p p l e m e n t  h e r  m e n t a l  
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .

S h e  m a y ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  r i s e  f r o m  h e r  c h a i r  a n d  s k e t c h  s o m e  
m o v e m e n t s  o f  a  f o r e ig n  d a n c e ,  w h i l e  s h e  is  s p e a k in g  t o  a  f r i e n d  
o f  h e r  m o t h e r ,  w h o  b e lo n g e d  t o  a n  o r i e n t a l  c o u r t  a n d  w a s  d u r i n g  
h e r  l i f e t i m e  a  b r i l l i a n t  d a n c e r .

A t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  s h e  w i l l  g e t  u p  a n d  s c r a p e  t h e  c a r p e t  w i t h  h e r  
f o o t ,  s a y in g  : “  W e  s h a l l  f i n d  t h i s  j e w e l  i n  t h e  s a n d  w h e r e  i t  is  
b u r i e d . ”  W h e t h e r  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  o n  w h o m  h e r  f a c u l t y  
i s  w o r k i n g  b e  p r e s e n t  o r  d i s t a n t ,  o r  d e a d ,  o n c e  h e r  i m a g i n a t i o n  
i s  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  u s e  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  s h e  m a y  m i m i c  a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y  t h e  s o u n d  a n d  r h y t h m  o f  h i s  v o i c e ; s h e  m a y  s a y  w h a t
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h e  m i g h t  s a y  o r  m i g h t  h a v e  s a id  ; s h e  m a y  t a k e  h i s  c u s t o m a r y  
a t t i t u d e s ,  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h e m  a f t e r  t h e  f a s h io n  o f  c a r i c a t u r i s t s  w h o  
e x p re s s  a  p h y s i o g n o m y  b y  e x a g g e r a t in g  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e .

I n  t h e  s p e c ia l  c a s e  w h e n  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d  is  d e f u n c t ,  i g n o r 
a n c e  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  d e t e r m in e s  t h i s  m o t o r  f o r m  o f  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n  g iv e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a  r e a l  t e m p o r a r y  i n 
c a r n a t io n  o f  a  s p i r i t  i n  a  m e d iu m — a  s p i r i t - p o s s e s s io n .  T h e  
p o s s e s s io n  is  r e a l l y  b y  c o g n i t i o n s  a n d  id e a s .

V e r b a l m otor im a g e s.

T h e s e  a r e  o f  m a n y  k in d s ,  a n d  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  u s e  o n e  
o r  a n o t h e r ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i v e  p r o c l i v i t i e s .  S o m e  
u s e  im a g e s  r e p r e s e n t in g  a r t i c u l a t e  l a n g u a g e ; o t h e r s  u s e  t h e  
c o - o r d in a t e d  m o v e m e n t s  r e p r e s e n t in g  w r i t t e n  w o r d s ; o t h e r s  
a g a in ,  a n d  n o t  a  f e w ,  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  im a g e s  r e p r e s e n t in g  
c o - o r d in a t e d  m o v e m e n t s  p r o d u c i n g  w o r d s  b y  p r i o r  c o n v e n t i o n s —  
v e r b a l  m o t o r  im a g e s  w i t h  h a n d - m o v e m e n t s  o t h e r  t h a n  w r i t i n g .

T h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  h a v e  i n  c o m m o n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  f e l t  
d i r e c t l y  ; t h e y  e lu d e  s u b je c t i v e  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  a r e  t h e  m e n t a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  n a m e d  “  s u b c o n s c io u s , ”  w h ic h  h a v e ,  
m o r e o v e r ,  o n l y  b e e n  r e v e a le d  a n d  w e l l  v e r i f i e d  s in c e  t h e  u s e  o f  
n e w  e x p e r im e n t a l  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  t h e  s e a r c h in g  
s tu d ie s  o f  a p h a s ia s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .

O b j e c t i f i e d  i n  m e t a g n o m ic  o u t p u t ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  k in d s  o f  m e n t a l  
im a g e s ,  t h e y  m a k e  r e a l  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  r e p r e 
s e n t a t io n s  ; t h e i r  l a t e n c y  g iv e s  t h e m  t h e  s e m b la n c e  o f  a u t o m a t i s m ,  
t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t  t r a n s l a t i n g  i t s  k n o w le d g e  d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n  t h o u g h t  w i t h o u t  i n v o k i n g  t h e  h e lp  o f  t h e  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e  c a l l  "  c o n s c io u s . ”

V e r b a l m o to r h a llu c in a t io n s  p r o d u c in g  a r t ic u la tio n .

T h e  v e r b a l  m o t o r  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  d e t e r m in e ,  b y  
t h e i r  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n ,  i n v o l u n t a r y ,  i m p u l s i v e  s p e e c h .  T h e  s u b je c t s  
s p e a k  a s  i f  m o v e d  b y  a n  i n t e r n a l ,  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  p o w e r ,  a n d  a r e  
o n l y  a w a r e  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  
i t  i n  w o r d s .

I n  t h e  p s y c h ic  p r o c e s s  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  h a s  o n l y  t o  r e m a in  
p a s s iv e ,  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  m o t o r  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  t o  o b j e c t i f y  
t h e m s e lv e s  is  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t s  s p e a k  w i t h o u t  h a v in g  
p r e v io u s l y  w i l l e d  t o  d o  s o .

I t  is  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r  t h a t  D r .  N .  V a s c h id e  r e c e iv e d  t h e  p o i n t -  
b l a n k  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  h is  d e a t h .  V a s c h id e ,  w h o  w a s  m u c h  i n t e r 
e s te d  i n  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  b e t w e e n  p a l m i s t r y  
a n d  i n t u i t i o n ,  o f t e n  m a d e  e x p e r im e n t s  w i t h  M m e  F r a y a ,  a n d  
s o m e t im e s  j e s t i n g l y  a s k e d  h e r ,  "  T e l l  m e  w h e n  I  s h a l l  d i e . ”
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T o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  M m e  F r a y a ,  f e e l i n g  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  b e  p a in f u l ,  
r e p l i e d  b y  a  f o r c e d  s m i l e  a n d  a  p r o m is e  o f  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  l i fe .  
B u t  o n e  d a y ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 0 4 ,  t h e  i m p r u d e n t  q u e s t io n  
r e le a s e d  t h e  m o t o r  m e c h a n is m ,  a n d  d r e w  t h e  a n s w e r ,  “  Y o u  w i l l  
d i e  o f  p n e u m o n i a  w h e n  t h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d . ”  F r ig h t e n e d  
a t  t h e  w o r d s  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  u t t e r ,  s h e  e x c u s e d  
h e r s e l f  a s  w e l l  a s  s h e  c o u ld ,  a n d  t r i e d  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e i r  e f f e c t ; 
b u t  a s  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a  p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r ,  V a s c h id e  d ie d  
O c t o b e r  1 3 t h ,  1 9 0 7 ,  o f  p n e u m o n i a ,  a g e d  t h i r t y - t h r e e .

I  g i v e  b e lo w  a n o t h e r  f r a g m e n t  o f  a u t o - a n a l y s i s  i n  w h ic h  
M .  d e  F l e u r i e r e  d e s c r ib e d  t o  m e  t h e  p a r t  p l a y e d  b y  im p u ls iv e  
s p e e c h  i n  h i s  o w n  m e t a g n o m i c  w o r k .

Involuntary speech is not usual with me, but still it  often occurs. 
Then I do not know at the moment what impels me to speak and to make 
some prediction : I am astonished and sometimes frightened of what I 
have said, especially if the prediction is painful. B ut I have the feeling 
that m y whole psychism— m y whole interior being— is in a supernormal 
or paranormal state, and, hearing the sound of m y own voice, there are 
times when there is another person in me, hidden in the depths of my being, 
that then reveals himself, speaking by m y lips, feeling, seeing, and saying 
things that my normal consciousness does not immediately grasp.

To take two examples out of a thousand :
One day a gentleman unknown to me came to see me. He was living 

in the Rue Demours, Paris. In the course of my investigation of his future, 
I was as much surprised as he to hear myself saying to him, " My God 1 
what a sorrow for you : the sad death of such a charming child, and so 
young.”  I stopped there, brought up sharply, m y consciousness being 
aware of the import of these words resulting from an instantaneous sub
conscious impression. I tried to explain away and minimize, but in vain, 
the blow had been struck. Whether he believed the prophecy or not, he 
went away much disturbed. . . . Fifteen days later he sent a friend to 
me with the news that his boy of fourteen had just died.

Recently, on receiving a lady, I said to her im pulsively: "  Your aspect 
is very calm, but there is a drama in your p a s t ! One, two, three revolver 
shots at another woman— your enemy ! Fortunately not much damage 
done, only a scandal and imprisonment. . . . ”

In the exceptional cases when words outrun the conscious image (or if 
you like, the actual normal consciousness), I think that fundamentally 
nothing is really spontaneous nor absolutely involuntary. Below the 
normal consciousness, which does not realize, or only realizes later, there 
is certainly a more rapid subconsciousness which has a vision or a sensation, 
seizes on the relation between things and circumstances, and determines 
speech before direct cognition has been able to discern the reason. For 
there can be no effect without its cause, and this cause, to my thinking, 
must be in the quick perception by this mysterious subconsciousness 
which perceives immediately certain things that normal consciousness 
only perceives later on hearing the words that have been pronounced.

I t  i s ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  b y  a n  a n a lo g o u s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m e c h a n is m  
t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  n e u r o p a t h i c  s t a t e s  p a t ie n t s  s p e a k  w i t h o u t  
p r e v io u s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  w h a t  t h e y  s a y .  T h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y  
is in a  state  o f  e f fe r v e s c e n c e ,  u n c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  u n d i r e c t e d ,  a n d
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e x p re s s e s  a t  o n c e  w h a t  i t  h a s  e la b o r a t e d .  T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  
p s y c h o - p a t h o lo g y  is  c a l l e d  “ a u t o m a t i c  s p e a k i n g ” ; b u t  t h i s  
t e r m  is  n o t  s u i t a b l e  t o  m e t a g n o m y  a r i s i n g  f r o m  a  m o t o r  r e p r e 
s e n t a t io n ,  f o r  d e s p i t e  a p p e a r a n c e s  i t  is  n o t  a u t o m a t i c .

T h e  v e r b a l  m o t o r  im a g e  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  a r t i c u l a t i o n  is  o n e  o f  
t h e  f o r m s  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  e m p lo y e d  b y  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
t h o u g h t ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  s e n s o r ia l  f o r m s ,
i .e .  i n  f u l l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  w h a t  i t  d e s ir e s  t o  c o n v e y  a n d  t h e  
m e a n s  o f  c o n v e y i n g  i t .

A l t h o u g h  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  s u b je c t s  w h o s e  p s y c h is m s  t h u s  e x p r e s s  
a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  r e a c h e s  t h e m ,  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s u c h ,  a n d  
p r o b a b l y  t h e y  w i l l  b e  m e t  w i t h  w h e n  m e t a p s y c h ic  s t u d ie s  a r e  
m o r e  p r e v a le n t  a n d  e x p e r im e n t e r s  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s t u d y  
t h o r o u g h l y  t h e i r  h u m a n  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t s  b e f o r e  p u t t i n g  t h e m  
i n t o  a c t io n .

I n  m o s t  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  w h o  w o r k  i n  a  w a k i n g  s t a t e  a n d  
b y  m e a n s  o f  m u l t i - s e n s o r i a l  i m a g i n a t i o n s ,  t h e  v e r b a l  m o t o r  
h a l l u c i n a t i o n  le a d in g  t o  a r t i c u l a t i o n  t a k e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p la c e  
i n  t h e  s e q u e n c e s  o f  o t h e r  s e n s o r ia l  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s .  A  t h i r d  o r  a  
f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e v e la t i o n s  m a d e  b y  c e r t a i n  s e n s i t iv e s  t a k e s  
t h i s  f o r m .  I t  i s  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  b y  t h i s  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s ,  f o r  
in s t a n c e ,  t h a t  M m e  F r a y a  t r a n s la t e s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  m o r a l  
s id e  o f  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y .  S h e  m a k e s  a n a ly s e s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  
t h a t  a r e  m a s t e r p ie c e s  o f  p e n e t r a t i o n  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  d e t a i l  
b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  f l e x i b l e  a n d  e x a c t  s y m b o l i s m  o f  w o r d s ,  a n d  t h e  
p e r f e c t  im a g e s  t h e y  c o n v e y .

V e r b a l m o to r h a llu c in a t io n s  e x p r e s se d  by

G r a p h ic  v e r b a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  a r e  o b j e c t i f i e d  b y  im p u ls iv e  
w ritin g . T h e  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  w r i t t e n  o n  p a p e r  a s  
a  r e c e iv in g  i n s t r u m e n t  w r i t e s  a  t e le g r a p h ic  m e s s a g e .

I m p u ls iv e  sp e e ch  a n d  im p u ls iv e  w r itin g  a r e  t w o  p s y c h ic a l  
p ro c e s s e s  t h a t  d i f f e r  o n l y  b y  t h e  k i n d  o f  m o t o r  v e r b a l  im a g e  u s e d  : 
b u t  f r o m  t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  i n  k i n d ,  t h e r e  r e s u l t  d i s s i m i l a r  a s p e c ts ,  
a c c o r d in g  a s  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s  u s e  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  th e s e  s u b c la s s e s  
o f  im a g e s .

T h o s e  w h o  s p e a k  b y  im p u ls e  n e a r l y  a lw a y s  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  i m 
p r e s s io n s  t h r o u g h  m a n y  s e n s o r ia l  f o r m s — s e e in g ,  h e a r in g ,  f e e l in g  
— a n d  u t t e r  t h e i r  p a r a n o r m a l  c o g n i t io n s .  E x t e r n a l l y  t h e y  r e 
s e m b le  a n y  o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n  e x p r e s s in g  n o r m a l  t h o u g h t ; b u t  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  t h e  im p u ls e  t o  w r i t e  m o s t l y  c o n f in e  th e m s e lv e s  
t o  t h a t  s o le  m o d e  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  w h ic h  t a k e s  o n  t h e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a u t o m a t i s m .

E x p e r im e n t a l l y ,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  g e n e r a l l y  
a c t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r  : A s  s o o n  a s  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c e p t io n  
o n  a  g i v e n  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  a t  w o r k ,  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t
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b e g in s  t o  w r i t e  w o r d s  e x p r e s s in g  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t io n .  
S o m e  w r i t e  i n  p e n c i l  ( a  p e n  b e i n g  t o o  e a s i l y  b r o k e n ) ,  a n d  o n ly  
b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  w r i t t e n  o n  r e a d in g  i t  o v e r .  
O t h e r s  a r e  i m p e l l e d  t o  t r a c e  w o r d s  w i t h  a  f in g e r  o n  a  s m o o th  
s u r f a c e ,  f o r  n e i t h e r  p e n  n o r  p e n c i l  w o u l d  s t a n d  t h e  a b r u p t  
m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  m a k e .  T h e s e  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  w o r d s  
t h e y  t h u s  t r a c e  o u t ,  a n d  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  s p e e c h  a s  e a c h  g r a p h ic  
m o v e m e n t  i s  m a d e .  T h e  k i n d  o f  m o v e m e n t  m a d e  b y  t h e  h a n d  
v a r ie s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s .  
S o m e t im e s  t h e  w o r d s  a r e  w r i t t e n  s l o w l y  a n d  h e s i t a t i n g l y ,  a n d  
s o m e  p h r a s e s  a r e  l e f t  u n f in is h e d .  S o m e t im e s ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
t h e  h a n d  is  m o v e d  s o  v e r y  f a s t  t h a t  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t ,  i f  he  
i s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  w o r d s  a s  h e  w r i t e s  t h e m ,  s p e a k s  a s  q u i c k l y  as  i f  
h e  w e r e  e x p r e s s in g  h i s  t h o u g h t  d i r e c t l y  i n  s p e e c h .  T h e  m o re  
r a p i d  t h e  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  m o r e  p r e c is e  a r e  t h e  w o r d s ,  a n d ,  a s  a  r u le ,  
t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p h r a s e s .

W h i l e  t h e  h a n d  i s  w r i t i n g  t h e  s u b je c t  u s u a l l y  h a s  n o  o th e r  
m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  c o g n i t i o n ; a n d  i f  i t  
s h o u ld  h a p p e n  t h a t  h e  m e n t a l l y  c o m p le t e s  s e n te n c e s  n e a r ly  
f in i s h e d ,  t h e  w o r d s  t h a t  h i s  h a n d  t r a c e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h o s e  c o n 
s c io u s ly  t h o u g h t  o f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  s o m e  s y n o n y m .  T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  
is  e x p la in e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  s p e c ia l  s t a t e  o f  m e ta g n o m ic  
f u n c t i o n  t h e  h a n d  is  n o t  o b e y i n g  t h e  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  t h a t  
i s  c a l l e d  c o n s c io u s ,  b u t  i s  m o v e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t .  
T h e r e  is  a n o t h e r  m o d e  o f  g r a p h i c  m o t o r  im a g e s  a k i n  t o  th o s e  
d e s c r i b e d : i t  i s  t h e  m o t o r  i m a g e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  c o - o r d in a t e d  
m o v e m e n t s  o f  d r a w in g .  I  h a v e  n o t  o b s e r v e d  a n y  s u b je c t  t h u s  
e x p r e s s in g  h i s  r e v e la t i o n s ,  b u t  I  m e n t i o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  T h e  
d r a w i n g  s o  p r o d u c e d  m i g h t  b e  e i t h e r  a n  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  r e a l i t y ,  
o r  s y m b o l i c a l  f o r m s .

M o to r  h a llu c in a t io n s  o f  o th er  m o v e m e n ts  f o r  th e  co n v en tio n a l 
e x p r e s s io n  by w ord s. B y  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  m o re  
e s p e c ia l l y  b y  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  
a c t ,  s o m e  m e t a g n o m ic  p s y c h is m s  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  u s in g  m o t o r  
im a g e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  w o r d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n .  
F o r  in s t a n c e ,  i f  i t  b e  a g r e e d  t h a t  r a p s  b y  t h e  f o o t  o f  a  t a b le  s h a l l  
s t a n d  f o r  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  a l p h a b e t  b y  a  n u m e r i c a l  c o d e ,  o r  t h a t  a  
p o i n t e r  p i v o t e d  s o  a s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  a l p h a b e t  o n  a  
b o a r d  s h a l l  p o i n t  t o  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  m a k e  w o r d s — i n  s u c h  c a s e s  t h e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  t h o u g h t  c a n ,  w i t h  s o m e  s u b je c t s ,  u s e  th e s e  m o t o r  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  t o  o b j e c t i f y  b y  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t s ,  t h e  
i n f o r m i n g  w o r d s  t h a t  r e a c h  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  p e r c e p t io n s .

T h e s e  m o d e s  o f  e x p r e s s io n ,  n o w  k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld  
b y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  h a v e  c a u s e d  s o m e  l a t e n t  m e t a 
g n o m ic  f a c u l t i e s  t o  e m e r g e ,  b u t  a ls o  m a n y  m o r e  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  
t r u e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a u t o m a t i s m  t h a t  a r e  d e v o i d  o f  v a lu e .
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T h e  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  i n  a c t i o n  le a d s  t o  c e r t a i n  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n c lu s io n s  w h ic h  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  
t h a t  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h e s  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  f o u n d e d  o n  t h e m .  
T h e y  m a y  b e  s u m m e d  u p  a s  u n d e r  :

1 .  T h e  k n o w n  s e n s o r ia l  m e c h a n is m s  a r e  n o t  t h e  c h a n n e l  f o r  
s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  n o r  is  i t  o r i g i n a t e d  b y  t h a t  f u n c t i o n  o f  
t h o u g h t  w h ic h  is  k n o w n  a s  “  c o n s c io u s . "

2 . D e s p i t e  a p p e a r a n c e s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  
m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  a r e  n o t  p a s s iv e  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  r e c e iv 
in g  s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  a n d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t r a n s p o s in g  i t  
i n t o  w r i t t e n  o r  s p o k e n  la n g u a g e .

I t  is  u n d e n ia b le  t h a t  t h e i r  c e r e b r a l  m e c h a n is m s  a r e  m o v e d  b y  
l a t e n t  t h o u g h t  d i f f e r i n g  f r o m  k n o w n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m o d a l i t i e s .  
T h is  l a t e n t  t h o u g h t  c a n ,  b y  a n  e f f o r t  a k i n  t o  g e n iu s ,  u s e  t h e  
re s o u r c e s  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a p t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  m i n d  
f o r  c o m p r e h e n s io n  o f  t h e  l a t e n t  t h o u g h t ,  t o  m a k e  i t s  c o g n i t i o n s  
k n o w n .  ------- -

3 . T h i s  l a t e n t  t h o u g h t  w h ic h  t r a n s m i t s  i t s  c o g n i t i o n s  s o  
in g e n io u s ly ,  is  o f  a  k i n d  w h o s e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  is  u n k n o w n  ; a n d  
m a y  t h e r e f o r e  b e  c a l l e d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  c o g n iz e s  
w i t h o u t  s e n s o r ia l  d a t a  a n d  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  a l l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  b e in g  
f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n s t r a in t s  o f  t im e  a n d  s p a c e .

I f  I  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c o n d e n s in g  i n t o  t h i s  b o o k  a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  lo n g  a n d  p a t i e n t  e x p e r im e n t ,  n o  o b je c t io n s  a g a in s t  th e s e  
c o n c lu s io n s  w i l l  a r is e  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  T h e y  s h o u ld  
a p p e a r  a s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  e x a c t  d e m o n s t r a t io n ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s e r v a 
t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  s o u n d n e s s  s h o u ld  b e  v e r i f i e d  b y  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  
e x p e r im e n t a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f r o m  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  d e r iv e d .

T h e s e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p o i n t s  o f  d e p a r t u r e  b e in g  l a i d  d o w n ,  i t  is  
n o w  d e s ir a b le  t o  s e e k  f o r  t h e  s o u r c e s  w h e n c e  the tra n scen d en ta l 
thou ght  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  d r a w s  i t s  k n o w le d g e .
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P A R T  I V

THE INFORMATIVE SOURCES OF 
SUPERNORMAL COGNITION IN METAGNOMY 

DIRECTED UPON A HUMAN PERSONALITY

C H A P T E R  I

T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  T H E  I N F O R M A T I V E  S O U R C E S  I N
M E T A G N O M Y

I. T he General Problem

I
F  t h e  d iv e r s e  k i n d s  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  w e r e  a t t r ib u t e s  
o f  o n e  s in g le  m i n d ,  t h e i r  p o s s e s s o r  w o u l d  e x c i t e  t h e  s tu p e f ie d  
a m a z e m e n t  o f  o t h e r  m e n .

H i s  b o d y  w o u ld  b e  p e r m e a t e d  b y  h is  c o n s c io u s n e s s  in  th e  
s m a l le s t  a c t i o n  o f  i t s  t is s u e s  a n d  a l l  t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  i t s  f u t u r e  
d e v e lo p m e n t .  A t  a n y  m o m e n t  t h e  s u c c e s s io n  o f  e v e n ts  t h a t  
w e a v e  t h e  w e b  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  b o t h  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  i n  th e  
f u t u r e ,  w o u ld  b e  a c c e s s ib le  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  h is  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
a s  m e m o r ie s  a r e  i n  o r d i n a r y  t h o u g h t .

N e i t h e r  h is  b i r t h  n o r  h is  d e a t h ,  n o r  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d i r e c t  a n d  
i n d i r e c t  s e n s o r ia l  p e r c e p t io n ,  w o u ld  l i m i t  h is  e n v i r o n m e n t  in  
t i m e  a n d  s p a c e .  H e  w o u ld  k n o w  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  s o il 
o n  w h ic h  h e  t r e a d s — i t s  s u b t e r r a n e a n  w a t e r s ,  i t s  c o a l  s t r a t a ,  i t s  
v e in s  o f  o r e ,  a n d  i t s  c a v e s .  T h e  h u m a n  b e in g s  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  
m e e t  w o u ld  r e v e a l  t o  h i m  b y  t h e i r  m e r e  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e i r  t h o u g h ts  
o f  t h e  m o m e n t ,  t h e  s e c r e ts  o f  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m o r a l  a n d  o r g a n ic  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
t h e i r  w h o le  s u r r o u n d in g s ,  b o t h  o f  p e r s o n s  a n d  t h in g s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  h is  o w n  
t h o u g h t  o r  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s ,  h e  w o u ld  b e  c o n n e c t e d  i n  s p a c e  w i t h  
p e r s o n s  k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w n  t o  h i m  a n d  w o u ld  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  
t a k e  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  l i v e s .  H e  w o u ld  k n o w ,  
a n d  c o u ld  t e l l ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  e v e n ts  h a p p e n in g  a t  g r e a t  d is ta n c e s  
f r o m  h im s e l f .

E x t e n d i n g  h i s  s t r a n g e  p s y c h ic  p o w e r  i n  w h a t  w e  c a l l  T im e ,  h e  
c o u ld  a s c e n d  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  h u m a n  h i s t o r y ,  s t o p p i n g  a t  a n y  e p o c h ,



a n y  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  a n y  s c e n e  o f  t h e  p a s t .  H e  w o u ld  k n o w  t h e  
a c t u a l i t i e s  t o  b e  r e a l i z e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

S u c h  a  b e in g ,  s u p e r h u m a n  t o  o u r  id e a s ,  is  s o  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  
a n y  r e l ig io u s ,  p h i l o s o p h ic a l ,  o r  s c ie n t i f i c  c o n c e p t  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  
r o m a n t i c  f a n c y  h a s  n o t ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  k n o w ,  d a r e d  t o  im a g in e  s u c h  
a  m a n .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  s u c h  a n  o n e  is  a  l o g ic a l  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  s in c e  h e  
w o u ld  b e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  a l l  t h e  l a t e n t  p s y c h ic  
p o w e r s  w h o s e  d i f f e r e n t  p h e n o m e n a l  f o r m s  a r e  f o u n d  is o la t e d  a n d  
s c a t te r e d .

I f  i t  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  u s  t o  b e h o ld  s u c h  a  m a n  h e  w o u ld  b e  s o  
e n ig m a t i c a l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o t  a  g l i m m e r  h o w  i t  m i g h t  b e  p o s s ib le  
t o  p e n e t r a t e  t o  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  h is  k n o w le d g e .

C o n s id e r e d  a s  a  w h o le ,  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e s  
o f  m e t a g n o m y  is  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  u n a t t a i n a b l e .  K n o w le d g e  is  o n l y  
g a in e d  b y  c o m p a r is o n ,  a n d  o u r  a c t u a l  a c q u is i t i o n s  h a v e  n o t h i n g  
w i t h  w h ic h  t o  c o m p a r e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  h u m a n  t h o u g h t .  W h a t  is  
o f fe r e d  t o  e x p e r im e n t a l  m e t h o d s  o f  r e s e a r c h  is  n o v e l  t o  m a n k i n d .

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h o u g h  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  i n  a l l  t h e  c o m 
p l e x i t i e s  o f  i t s  k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w n  p o s s ib i l i t ie s ,  p r o d u c e s  a  
m e n t a l  v e r t i g o ,  a n d  is  a  d i s c o u r a g in g  o b je c t  f o r  s t u d y ,  w e  k n o w  
t h a t  i t  is  p a r c e l le d  o u t  i n t o  s p e c ia l iz e d  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  a v a i la b le  a r e  e a c h  c a p a b le  o f  o n l y  p a r t i a l  
m e t a n o r m a l  p s y c h ic  p o w e r ; a n d  t h u s  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o b le m  
s p l i t s  u p  i n t o  s e c o n d a r y  p r o b le m s  w h o s e  s o lu t io n  is  w i t h i n  o u r  
r e a c h .  ____

I n  t h e  a c t u a l  s t a t e  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e ,  h a v in g  n o  h o p e  o f  
e n l i g h t e n m e n t  f r o m  a  g e n e r a l  v ie w ,  I  h a v e  l i m i t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  t o  t h e  
s o l i t a r y  c a s e  o f  a  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  o p e r a t in g  o n  a  h u m a n  
p e r s o n a l i t y .

II. T he Problem Restricted to the Informative Sources 
of Metagnomy on a H uman Objective

E v e n  w h e n  t h u s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a  s in g le  o n e  o f  i t s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
t h i s  p r o b le m  is  o f  c a p i t a l  i m p o r t : t o  r e s o lv e  i t  w o u ld  b e  t o  p a s s  
f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l  s ta g e  o f  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  f a c t s  b y  m e r e  o b s e r v a 
t i o n ,  a n d  t o  e n t e r  o n  t h a t  o f  e x p e r im e n t  w h ic h  b e g in s  a s  s o o n  
a s  w e  b e c o m e  a c q u a in t e d  w i t h  t h e  d e t e r m in is m  o f  a  g i v e n  
p h e n o m e n o n ,  a n d  r e s u l t s  i n  m o r e  e x te n d e d  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  c a n  
b e  u s e f u l l y  a p p l ie d .

D o e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s ta g e  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e  f u r n is h  u s  w i t h  
t h e  m e a n s  o f  r e a c h in g  t h i s  e n d  ?

T h r e e  o f  i t s  la t e s t  a c q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  t h a t  c a n  e v e n  
p r e t e n d  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  s e m b la n c e  o f  a  p a r t i a l  s o lu t i o n .  I t  is  
n e c e s s a r y  h e r e  t o  d e f in e  t h e m .
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I .  E x p e r i m e n t a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a d a p t e d  t o  a b n o r m a l  o r  
m o r b i d  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  s t a t e s  ( s u g g e s t io n ,  h y p n o s is ,  o r  h y s te r ia )  
h a s  c a u s e d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  l a t e n t  l i f e  o f  t h o u g h t  h i t h e r t o  
u n s u s p e c t e d .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  m e n t a l  l i f e  is  d o u b le ,  
a n d  t h a t  b e h i n d  t h e  “  s e n s a t io n s ,  p e r c e p t io n s ,  id e a s ,  ju d g 
m e n t s ,  a n d  r e a s o n in g s  o f  w h i c h  w e  a r e  c o n s c io u s ,  t h e r e  e x is t ,  
o r  m a y  e x is t ,  o t h e r  s e n s a t io n s ,  p e r c e p t io n s ,  id e a s ,  ju d g m e n ts ,  
a n d  r e a s o n in g s  o f  w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o t  c o n s c io u s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h a t  
t h e s e  l a t t e r  c a n  c o - o r d in a t e  t h e m s e lv e s  a n d  o r g a n iz e  th e m 
s e lv e s  i n  a  m a n n e r  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s y s t e m a t i c  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  w h a t  
l o o k s  l i k e  a  s e c o n d a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y  m o r e  o r  le s s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  
a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p e r s o n a l i t y . ”  ( E .  B o i r a c ,  L a  
P s y c h o lo g ic  I n c o n n u e ,  p .  1 1 7 . )

B e h i n d  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h o u g h t  t h a t  c la im s  o u r  a t t e n t io n  
t h e r e  is  a n o t h e r  m e n t a l  a c t i o n ,  e l a b o r a t in g  b y  i t s  s p e c ia l 
s e n s a t io n s ,  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  is  n o t  a w a r e  o f .

1 .  T o  t h i s  m e n t a l  w 'o r k ,  o u t s i d e  w h a t  w e  c a l l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  
t h e  n a m e  “  s u b c o n s c io u s n e s s  ”  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n ,  c o v e r in g  a t  
o n c e  t h e  p s y c h ic  p h e n o m e n a  w h ic h  g a v e  r is e  t o  t h e  w o r d ,  a n d  
a ls o  a l l  t h e  n o n - c o n s c io u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  p h e n o m e n a l  k in d  
t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s u b -  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .  B o i r a c  h a s  p r o p o s e d  t h e  t e r m  ‘ ^ c r y p t o p s y c h y  ”  
t o  d e s ig n a t e  t h e  h i d d e n  w o r k  o f  t h o u g h t  t a k e n  a s  a  w fiC fte .

2 .  T h e  s a m e  r e s e a r c h e s  w h ic h  r e v e a le d  t h e  h id d e n  a c t iv i t ie s  
o f  t h o u g h t  d is c o v e r e d  b e h i n d  t h e  o r d i n a r y  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f  
m e m o r y ,  a  l a t e n t  m e m o r y  i n  w h ic h  a r e  r e g is t e r e d ,  e x a c t l y  a n d  
i n d e l i b l y ,  a l l  t h e  s e n s a t io n s  a n d  a l l  t h e  p s y c h ic  e la b o r a t io n s ,  
b o t h  c o n s c io u s  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s .

T h is  i n t e g r a l  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  a l l  t h a t  h a s  a c t e d  o n  s e n s ib i l i t y  
i n  a l l  i t s  v a r io u s  s e n s o r ia l  f o r m s ,  a n d  o f  a l l  t h e  m e n t a l  o p e r a 
t i o n s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  t h e r e f r o m ,  h a s  
r e c e iv e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  C r y p t o m n e s ia .

T h e n c e  h a s  a r is e n  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  
c o n c e a ls  a n  i m m u t a b l e  s t o r e h o u s e  o f  k n o w le d g e  b u i l t  u p  b y  
t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  c o n s c io u s  a n d  s u b c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t .

3 .  T h e  t w o  a c q u i r e m e n t s  a b o v e  n a m e d  m a y  n o w  b e  c a l le d  
f u l l y  a d m i t t e d  a n d  “  c la s s ic a l . ”  T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  h y p n o s is  a n d  
t h e  c l i n i c a l  s t u d y  o f  m e n t a l  a f f e c t io n s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  f u n c t io n s  
o f  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  a r e  e c l ip s e d ,  o r  m o m e n t a r i l y  d e t a c h e d  (a s  
i n  f e b r i l e  o r  in s a n e  d e l i r i u m ,  h y s t e r i c a l  s t a t e s ,  e t c . )  h a v e  
f u r n i s h e d  v e r i f i c a t io n s  s o  a b u n d a n t  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  c o n c lu s io n s  
h a v e  n o w  b e c o m e  u n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e .

T h i s  is  n o t  y e t  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
a c q u i r e m e n t s  w h o s e  c o n t e n t  is  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  a i m  b e f o r e  u s . 
T h e  U n iv e r s i t i e s  h a v e  n o t  a s  y e t  c o n s e c r a te d  i t s  v a l i d i t y ; t h a t
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is  s t i l l  t o  b e  a w a i t e d .  I  a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  
d e s ig n a te d  b y  d i s p a r a t e  a n d  q u a s i - e x p l a n a t o r y  t e r m s — c o m 
m u n ic a t io n  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t r a n s m is s io n  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t h o u g h t - r e a d in g ,  
m e n t a l  s u g g e s t io n ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e .  T h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  m o r e  
r a t i o n a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  b y  E .  B o i r a c 's  t e r m  d ia p s y c h y — t h e  p a s s a g e  
f r o m  o n e  p s y c h is m  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  is  i n  e f fe c t  t h e  d i r e c t  p a s s a g e  
o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  o n e  m i n d  i n t o  a n o t h e r  m i n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r 
m e d ia r y  o f  la n g u a g e  o r  a n y  e x p r e s s iv e  g e s tu r e s .

I t  m a y  b e  s a id  t h a t  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  is  u n i v e r s a l l y  k n o w n ,  
a l t h o u g h  n o t  y e t  d e f i n i t e l y  a c c e p t e d .  T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  d e s ir e d  t o  
s t u d y  i t  e x p e r im e n t a l l y  a n d  h a v e  k n o w n  h o w  t o  d o  t h i s ,  k n o w  
i t  f o r  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c t  j u s t  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  
e a s i ly  d e m o n s t r a b le  t h a n  t h e  t w o  p r e c e d in g  o n e s .

I t  is  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  k n o w n ,  f o r  i t  
t a k e s  o n  d iv e r s e  a s p e c ts  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  c o n s c io u s  o r  s u b 
c o n s c io u s  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  s o  p a s s e s .

S o m e t im e s  a n  e x p e r im e n t e r ,  n e a r  b y  o r  a t  a  d is t a n c e ,  v o l u n 
t a r i l y  t r a n s m i t s  h is  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  a c t s  a n d  id e a s  t o  
a  p e r c ip ie n t  w h o  t r a n s la t e s  t h e m  i n t o  r e a c t io n s ,  a c ts ,  o r  w o r d s .  
I n  s u c h  a  c a s e , t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  s e e m s  a n  a c t i v e  a g e n t  a n d  t h e  
s u b je c t  a  p a s s iv e  r e c ip i e n t ,  a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t  c o m m u n ic a t e d  is  o f  
t h e  q u a l i t y  c a l le d  c o n s c io u s .  T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  d ia p s y c h y  is  t h a t  
w h ic h  b e s t  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  la b e l  “  m e n t a l  s u g g e s t io n . ”  I t  i s  t h e  
m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  k i n d  t o  r e p r o d u c e ,  s u b je c t s  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  
im p r e s s e d  b y  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  v o l u n t a r i l y  s u g g e s te d ,  b e in g  
v e r y  r a r e l y  m e t  w i t h .

A t  o t h e r  t im e s  i t  is  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p e r c ip ie n t s  r e v e a l  w h a t  is  i n  
t h e  m i n d  o f  a  p e r s o n  w h o  n e i t h e r  w i l l s  n o r  e v e n  k n o w s  w h a t  is  
t r a n s m i t t e d .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  p s y c h is m  c o g n iz e d  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
p a s s iv e  a n d  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  a c t i v e ; t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  s e e m s  t o  
a n s w e r  t o  a  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t .

U n d e r  t h i s  l a t t e r  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  is  
s t i l l  r a r e ,  t h o u g h  le s s  s o  t h a n  w h e n  m e n t a l  s u g g e s t io n  is  v o l u n t a r y ,  
a s  i f  a t t e n t i o n  f i x e d  o n  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  d im in is h e d  i t s  
p o w e r .  — — " i

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  s u b c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  is  
f o u n d  t o  t a k e  p la c e  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  i n t e r m e n t a l  c o m m u n ic a 
t i o n  ( w h ic h  is  s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v e r i f y )  b e c o m e s  a  p h e n o m e n o n  
c o n s t a n t l y  m e t  w i t h  i n  t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e t a n o r m a l  
p s y c h o lo g y .  W h e n  w e  a r e  u s in g  s u b je c t s  s e n s i t iv e  t o  t h e  
s u b c o n s c io u s  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t ,  r i g o r o u s ly  s c ie n t i f i c  d e m o n - /  
s t r a t i o n  o f  d ia p s y c h y  b e c o m e s  m e r e  p la y .  — ------ ^

S u c h  a r e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e  p la c e s  a t  o u r  
d is p o s a l  f o r  e x p lo r i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  w h e n  
a  m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c t  w o r k s  o n  a  h u m a n  o b je c t i v e .  W h a t  
e x p la n a t o r y  a id s  d o  th e s e  g iv e  u s  ?
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G i v e n  t h a t  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s n e s s  c a n  p e r c e iv e  t h e  in t im a t e  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  o r g a n i c  l i f e  ( a s  c a s e s  o f  i n t e r n a l  a u t o s c o p y  h a v e  
p r o v e d ) ,  a n d  a ls o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p e r s o n s  w h o  t r a n s la t e  th e se  
m o d a l i t i e s  o f  t h o u g h t  i n t o  w o r d s ,  o n e  i s  l e d  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  each  
o f  u s  k n o w s  s u b c o n s c io u s ly  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i s  o w n  o r g a n is m ,  a n d  
t h a t  i t  i s  t h i s  c r y p t i c  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  p a s s e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n ts  i ts e l f  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  m e n t a l  im a g e s  m  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  m e ta g n o m ic  
s u b je c t s .

A n d  t h i s  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s u s  w o u l d  e x p la in  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  
t h a t  t h e r e  p a s s e s  t o  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  t h e  w h o le  c o n t e n t  o f  
o u r  l a t e n t  t h o u g h t — c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  l i f e ,  t e n d e n c ie s  a n d  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e ,  t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  m a d e  o u r  p a s t  a n d  m a k e  
o u r  p r e s e n t — i n  a  w o r d  a l l  t h a t  t h e  s e n s o r iu m  h a s  r e g is t e r e d  a n d  
a l l  t h a t  t h e  m i n d  h a s  c o n s c io u s ly  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s ly  e la b o r a te d  
o u t  o f  s e n s a t io n s .

W e  m i g h t  w e l l  t h i n k  t o  p o s s e s s  i n  t h i s  a  m o s t  lo g ic a l  h y p o 
t h e s is ,  a n d  c o n f i d e n t l y  a w a i t  i t s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  e x p e r im e n t ,  i f  
m e t a g n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s is t e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  r e v e la t io n  o f  
k n o w le d g e  o r g a n iz e d  b y  s e n s o r ia l  e x e r c is e  o f  t h o u g h t ,  w h e th e r  
c o n s c io u s  o r  u n c o n s c io u s  ; b u t  t h i s  is  n o t  t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  f a c t  
a s  w e  k n o w  i t ,  a n d  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s ,  a s  s o o n  a s  b u i l t  u p ,  c r u m b le s  
d o w n  u n d e r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  f a c t s  t o o  g r e a t  f o r  i t s  c a p a c i t y .

I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  l a t e n t  a n d  i n t e g r a l  m e m o r ie s ,  r e c o r d s  o f  
s e n s o r ia l  a c t i v i t y  i n  c o n s c io u s  a n d  s u b c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t ,  t h a t  
m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  f i n d  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  w h a t  c o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  
b e e n  i n  t h a t  t h o u g h t .  S u c h  a r e  t h e  c a s e s  i n  w h ic h  p e r c ip ie n t s  
r e v e a l  e p is o d e s  t a n g e n t i a l  t o  s o m e  m o m e n t  o f  o u r  p a s t  l iv e s ,  o f  
w h i c h  o u r  s e n s e s  h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  p e r c e iv e d  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l .  S u c h  
a ls o  a r e  t h e  c a s e s  w h e n  p e r c ip i e n t s  d r a w  u p  t h e  b a la n c e - s h e e t  o f  
a  w h o le  l i f e  f r o m  o n e  p a r t  o f  i t  o n  d a t a  n e c e s s a r i ly  u n k n o w n .

A n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  i t  i s  n o t  i n  o u r  t h o u g h t ,  a t  le a s t  a s  h i t h e r t o  
c o n c e iv e d  a n d  d e l i m i t e d  b y  s c ie n c e ,  t h a t  p e r c ip i e n t s  f i n d  a n t i c i 
p a t o r y  c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  c o u r s e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e .  T h e  
p h e n o m e n o n  o f  p r e c o g n i t i o n  is  a  p s y c h ic  p r o d u c t  t h a t  h a s  n o  
c o m m o n  m e a s u r e  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  e x e r c is e  o f  
t h o u g h t ; i t  a r is e s  f r o m  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  
p r o c e s s e s  o f  c o g n i t i o n .

A t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  m e t a p s y c h ic  s c ie n c e  i t  w o u ld  b e  a  fa ls e  s t a r t  
t o  s t r i v e  t o  e x p la in  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  e v e n  
w h e n  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  d e l in e a t i o n  o f  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y .  A s  
i n  a l l  o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  s c ie n c e ,  w e  m u s t  b e g in  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ; 
a n d  b e f o r e  u s e le s s  e n q u i r y  h o w  s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  is  b u i l t  u p ,  
w e  m u s t  d e t e r m in e  w hat i s  th e so u rce  w h e n ce  th a t c o g n itio n  is  
d ra w n .

I t  i s  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  t h a t  I  s h a l l  d e v o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p te r s ,  
t a k i n g  c a r e  n o t  t o  lo s e  t o u c h  w i t h  f a c t s ,  a n d  a c c e p t in g  o n
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s u g g e s t io n s  b u t  t h o s e  o f  s t r i c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  o f  e x p e r im e n t  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h i s  e n d .

T h r e e  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  d i s s i m i l a r  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  w i l l  
b e  s u c c e s s iv e ly  e x a m in e d  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  :

1 . A  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  d e l in e a t e s  t h e  s ta t e s  o f  b e in g  o f  a  
l i v i n g  p e r s o n  t h e r e  p r e s e n t ;

2 .  A  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  d e l in e a t e s  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  b e in g  o f  a  
l i v i n g  p e r s o n  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  ;

3 . A  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  d e l in e a te s  t h e  s ta t e s  o f  b e in g  o f  o n e  
w h o  is  d e a d  o r  y e t  t o  b e  b o m .



C H A P T E R  I I

W H E N  A  M E T A G N O M I C  S U B J E C T  T A K E S  C O G N I Z A N C E  
O F  T H E  S T A T E S  O F  L I F E  O F  A  H U M A N  B E I N G  
I N  P R E S E N C E ,  W H E N C E  D O E S  H E  D R A W  H I S  
I N F O R M A T I O N  ?

A
S  s o o n  a s  w e  p la c e  i n  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  a n d  c o - o r d in a te  
t h e  f a c t s  v e r i f i e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a n a l y t i c a l  s t u d y  o f  
m e t a g n o m y  w o r k i n g  o n  a  h u m a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  a n s w e r  
t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  s e e m s  t o  p r e s e n t  i t s e l f  a t  o n c e .

A  le s s o n  o f  p r i m o r d i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  is  g i v e n  u s  b y  t h e  a c t  o f  
b o d i l y  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  c o g n iz e r  a n d  c o g n iz e d .  T h i s  le s s o n  is  so 
f u l l  o f  m e a n in g  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  i t s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  l o c a l i z e  t h e  s o u rc e  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .

I n  t h i s  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  t h e  f u l l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  d iv e r s e  r e s u lts  
o f  e x p e r im e n t  d e s c r ib e d  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r e c e d in g  c h a p te r s .  T h e  
r e a d e r  h a s  t h e r e  le a r n e d  t h a t  m o s t  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s ,  i n  o r d e r  
t o  s e t  t h e i r  p a r a n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  t o  w o r k ,  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t o u c h  
t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d  ; i .e .  t o  p u t  t h e  tw o  
o r g a n is m s — t h e  t w o  n e r v o u s  s y s te m s  a s  i t  w o u l d  s e e m — in t o  
c o n t a c t .

T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  is  a n  a b s o lu t e  p s y c h o - p h y s i o l o g ic a l  n e c e s s ity  
f o r  s o m e  s u b je c t s .  A s  s o o n  a s  c o n t a c t  is  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  
e n t e r s  o n  i t s  t a s k : w i t h o u t  c o n t a c t  i t  r e m a in s  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  
in o p e r a t iv e .

S o m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h o  c a n  e x e r t  m e t a g n o m y  w i t h o u t  c o r p o r e a l  
c o n t a c t ,  w o u ld  s e e m  b y  t h i s  m a n n e r  o f  p r o c e e d in g  t o  a n n u l  t h e  
s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  c o n t a c t  t h a t  o t h e r s  f i n d  n e c e s s a r y ,  i f  i t  w e re  
n o t  e a s i l y  t o  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e y  a ls o  l i n k  t h e m s e lv e s  p h y s ic a l l y ,  
t h o u g h  b y  i m p e r c e p t ib l e  b o n d s ,  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  s ta t e s  o f  
b e in g  t h e y  r e v e a l .  T h i s  is  a t  o n c e  o b v io u s  i f  t h e y  a r e  s e t  t o  w o r k  
i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s .  A n  e x c e p t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  i n  th e  
c a s e  o f  s o m e  w h o  w o r k  i n  p r o f o u n d  h y p n o s is ,  a n d  a r e  k e p t  t o  a 
g i v e n  p e r s o n a l i t y  b y  a n  i m p e r a t i v e  o r d e r ; b u t  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  
u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x p e r im e n t  b e h a v e  a s  i f  t h e y  w e re  
p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t s  r e c e iv in g  a n d  a c t e d  o n  b y  t h e  in f lu e n c e s  o f  
m a n y  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e s .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  r e a c h e s  t h e m  
d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s e le c te d  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h e y  
r e f e r  s o m e t im e s  t o  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  a t  r a n d o m ,  o r
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s o m e t im e s  b y  s o m e  k i n d  o f  e l e c t i v e  p r e f e r e n c e ,  t o  o n e  o f  t h e m .  
N o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  i t  i s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t s  d o  n o t  c o n n e c t  
t h e i r  r e v e la t io n s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  t h e y  p e r t a in .  E x p e r i 
m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w h e n  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t  a r e  u n f a v o u r 
a b le  t o  g o o d  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  t h e  s u b je c t  is  c o n s t r a in e d  
t o  m a k e  c o n s id e r a b le  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s is t  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  d e v ia t e  
f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  p r e s c r ib e d .  M u c h  f a t i g u e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h i s ,  
a n d  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  s e e k s  t o  a v o id  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  b y  i n s t i n c t  o r  b y  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  w i l l  o f t e n  g o  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o s e  d e l i n e a t i o n  w a s  
r e q u i r e d ,  t a k e  h i s  h a n d  o r  s e iz e  u p o n  s o m e  o b j e c t  b e lo n g in g  t o  h i m  
a n d  h o ld  i t  o r  p r e s s  i t  t o  t h e  f o r e h e a d .

M o r e o v e r ,  p e r c ip ie n t s  w h o  c a n  e x e r t  t h e i r  m e t a g n o m y  w i t h o u t  
c o n t a c t  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m e s  t o  t h e m  s o  m u c h  
m o r e  e a s i ly  a n d  m o r e  f u l l y  w h e n  s u c h  c o n t a c t  is  m a d e ,  t h a t  t h e y  
o f t e n  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  i t  e v e n  w h e n  o n l y  o n e  p e r s o n  is  p r e s e n t  
w i t h  t h e m .

I t  is  a ls o  o f t e n  o b s e r v a b le  t h a t  s o m e  p e r c ip i e n t  w h o s e  c u s t o m  
is  t o  t o u c h  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d  o n l y  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  
a  s ta n c e  a n d  t h e n  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  p r o x i m i t y ,  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  
m o m e n t a r y  c o n t a c t s  w h e n  t h e y  fe e l  t h e  m e n t a l  im a g e s  w h ic h  
b r i n g  p a r a n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  w e a k e n  o r  s lo w  d o w n .

F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  a ls o  f r e q u e n t l y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  s u b je c t s  w h o  c a n  
c o g n iz e  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  w i t h o u t  c o n t a c t ,  f i n d  s u c h  c o n t a c t  
n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  f a i l i n g  w h ic h  t h e y  g e t  n o  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h is  f i r s t  g r o u p  o f  f a c t s ,  e a s i l y  v e r i f i a b l e  b y  a  f e w  d a y s ’ 
e x p e r im e n t ,  f o r c i b l y  s u g g e s ts  t h e  n o t i o n : T h a t  p e r c ip ie n t s  r e c e iv e  
s o m e  in f lu e n c e  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r s  f r o m  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  w is h  t o  d e l in e a te .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  “  fe e l  ”  
t h i s  m o d a l i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i v e  e n e r g y  t h a t  p a s s e s  t o  t h e m  f r o m  a l l  
p e r s o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  f r o m  i t  t h e y  t a k e  v a r ia b l e  k n o w le d g e  a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  e f fe c ts  t h a t  i t  p r o d u c e s .

N e a r l y  a l l  p e r c ip ie n t s ,  n o t  t o  s a y  a l l ,  r e a c t  a t  f i r s t  t o  t h i s  f o r c e  
b y  m o t o r  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  c a n  b e  m e a s u r e d  b y  r e c o r d in g  i n s t r u 
m e n t s ,  a n d  a r e  u s u a l ly  q u i t e  v i s i b le — j e r k s  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  f i b r i l l a r y  
m u s c u la r  c o n t r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a r m  o r  t h e  h a n d  b y  w h ic h  c o n t a c t  is  
m a d e ,  b l i n k i n g  o f  t h e  e y e l id s ,  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  e y e b a l ls ,  e t c . ,  
w h i l s t  t h e y  fe e l  t h e m s e lv e s  p e r m e a te d  b y  a  d y n a m i c  in f lu e n c e  
w h ic h  s o m e  l i k e n  t o  a  s l i g h t  e le c t r i c  c u r r e n t  p r o c e e d in g  f r o m  t h e  
h a n d  t o  t h e  b r a i n .

T h i s  s e n s a t io n  o f  f l u i d i c  e m a n a t io n  ( t o  u s e  t h e i r  o w n  t e r m )  
v a r ie s  f r o m  o n e  p e r c ip ie n t  t o  a n o t h e r  f o r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
p e r s o n  ; i t  a ls o  v a r ie s  f o r  e a c h  p e r c ip i e n t  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  
t o u c h e d .  I n  s o m e  c a s e s  i t  o n l y  a m o u n t s  t o  a  v a g u e  a n d  h a r d l y  
n o t ic e a b le  f e e l in g ,  w h i l e  i n  o t h e r s  i t  is  s o  s t r o n g  a s  t o  c a u s e
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u n e n d u r a b le  d i s c o m f o r t ,  a n d  t h e r e  is  e v e r y  d e g r e e  b e t w e e n  th e s e  
t w o  e x t r e m e s .  T o  t h i s  s e n s a t io n  o f  f l u i d i c  i n t e n s i t y  t h e r e  is  a d d e d  
t h a t  o f  q u a l i t y ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  e x p r e s s in g  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  a d e q u a c y  
o f  t h e  p a r a n o r m a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  t o  t h e  s t i m u l u s  re c e iv e d .

A l l  p e r c ip i e n t s  a g r e e  i n  p e r c e iv i n g  a  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e  
s e n s a t io n  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  f l u i d i c  e m a n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c l a r i t y  o f  
t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a r is e s .  T h e i r  
s e n s a t io n s  a r o u s e d  o n  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h ,  o r  b y  p r o x i m i t y  t o  
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  g i v e  t h e m  a  g e n e r a l  i d e a  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  
s t a n c e  t o  f o l l o w .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  “  f l u i d s  "  t o o  s t r o n g  f o r  t h e  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  o f  s o m e  
p e r c ip i e n t s  a n d  t h e s e  a t  f i r s t  i n h i b i t  t h e i r  f a c u l t i e s ,  t o  w h ic h  th e  
f a c u l t i e s  m u s t  b e  a d a p t e d  g r a d u a l l y .  T h e r e  a r e  f l u i d s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e n s i t i e s  b u t  i n h a r m o n io u s  w i t h  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t ’s  r e g is t e r  o f  
s e n s i t iv e n e s s .  T h e r e  a r e  f l u i d s  s o  w e a k  a s  t o  b e  p e r c e iv e d  o n ly  
b y  c e r t a i n  p e r c ip i e n t s ,  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  b e i n g  u n a f f e c t e d  b y  th e m .  
S u b je c t s  e x p r e s s  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  b y  s a y i n g  : “  N o t h i n g  c o m e s  
t o  m e  f r o m  t h i s  p e r s o n ,  I  c a n n o t  f e e l  h i s  f l u i d ”  ; o r  a g a in ,  “ T h is  
g o e s  e a s i l y ;  t h i s  p e r s o n  is  v e r y  f l u i d i c , ”  a n d  s o  o n .  B y  t h i s  w e  
c a n  a p p r e c ia t e  t h e  e l e c t i v e  m e t a g n o m i c  s e n s a t io n s  w h e n  th e  
s u b je c t  is  w o r k i n g  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s .

M .  d e  F l e u r i e r e  t h u s  a n a ly s e s  h i s  s e n s a t io n s  a n d  r e a c t io n s  t o  
f l u i d i c  e m a n a t i o n s ;

When I am in proxim ity to an unknown person, and especially when a 
light touch places us in contact, I feel as though I were permeated by an 
indefinable fluid that radiates from his whole person. This physical and 
psychic fluid seems tQ me to be composed of several elements in which 
there is light and heat," vibration, electric or magnetic currents; and some
times even odoriferous effluvia.

B ut these elements never present themselves equally, so to s a y ; their 
proportions vary enormously with different persons : usually one or two, 
or rarely three, predominate, the others being faint or barely perceptible.

The impression of light is localized in the eyes, the forehead, and the 
brain'; the impression of warmth in the breast, the heart, and the larger 
arteries*** the impression of vibratory movement in the arms, the nervous 
system $ ancTEnally the sensation of a kind of electric or magnetic current 
in the cerebellum, the solar plexus,%nd especially in the p a p i l la  of the 
"  XstipSL
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st as one cannot find two faces absolutely alike. I think that I have 
never found two fluids that have given me exactly the same impressions ; 
there are those that seem to me gentle, agreeable, sympathetic, and even 
pleasant like spring breezes, light and transparent like the blue of the sky ; 
th6y seem endowed with calming and beneficent power. On the other hand, 
there are some that are keen, sharp, violent, and repellent, pricking like 
needle-points, hard and piercing like winter winds ; these carry what feels 
like an antipathetic and discomforting principle. When I desire to fathom 
the intimate personality of one who projects a fluid into me, there are 
cases in which the psychic interior of that person appears to me illumined 
like a large room flooded with light, in which all the contents are to be 
discerned in order and in strong relief. On the other hand, there are cases
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in which the fluid is quite different in essence, and when I seek to penetrate 
interiorly the person to whom it pertains, I have the impression of looking 
into darkness, as into a dark cellar where at first nothing can be distin
guished and things appear but slowly as the eye becomes used to the 
dimness. This explains, too, why the sequence of intuitive or telepathic 
visions is so variable ; why some are easy and some difficult, quicker or 
slower, clear or vague, complete or incomplete. I do not remember any 
fluid, however, that has been to me purely negative : the most disturbing 
always clears up a little by harmonizing with and reacting on m y own 
more or less, and in the end with time and patience gives some interesting 
indications. (Extract from a MS. note, M. de Fleuridre to Dr. Osty, 
May 20th, 1922.)

T h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  d o u b t le s s  r e v e a l  i n  w h a t  t h i s  e m a n a t io n  o f  
e n e r g y  c o n s is t s  t h a t  re le a s e s  t h e  s p r in g  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  f u n c t io n ,  
a n d  h o w  a n d  o n  w h a t  i t  a c t s ; b u t  h e n c e f o r w a r d  t h e  s u r fa c e -  
s t u d y  o f  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  le a d s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu 
s io n s  :

A  m o d a l i t y  o f  e n e r g y  o f  a n  u n k n o w n  k i n d  e m a n a te s  f r o m  e v e r y  
h u m a n  b e in g  r e v e a le d  b y  i t s  p o w e r  t o  s e t  i n  m o t i o n  t h e  s p e c ia l  
f a c u l t y  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s .

T h is  f o r c e  p a s s e s  t o  c e r t a i n  p e r c ip ie n t s  b y  m e r e  p r o x i m i t y ,  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i ly  b y  c o r p o r e a l  c o n t a c t ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  f i r s t  t r i a l ,  o r  b y  
p r o g r e s s iv e  im p u ls e s  o n  t h e  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  s u b je c t ,  o r  b y  
r e p e t i t i o n  o f  s ta n c e s  o n  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n a l i t y .

B u t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  f o r c e  o n l y  t a k e s  p la c e  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
p e r c ip ie n t s  i f  i n t e r c o r p o r e a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n  is  e s ta b l is h e d .  T h is  
p h y s io lo g ic a l  n e c e s s i t y  h a s  a  p r e c is e  m e a n in g ,  f o r  t h e  g e s tu r e  
m a d e  b y  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  i m p l ie s ,  “ T h e  s o u r c e  w h e n c e  I  d r a w  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I  t r a n s m i t  is  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  t h a t  I  t o u c h . ' *

I t  is  i n  f a c t  t h e r e ,  u n d e r  t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
p r o p i n q u i t y ; i t  i s  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t .  B u t  t h e  e n s u in g  
c h a p t e r s  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  i t  i s  a ls o  e ls e w h e r e ,  i n  t im e  a n d  s p a c e ,  i n  
o t h e r  p e r s o n s  t h a n  t h e  o n e  t o u c h e d ,  i n  o t h e r  t h o u g h t s .  T h e  
m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n o n  is  o f  e x t r e m e ,  e v e n  t e r r i f y i n g ,  c o m 
p l e x i t y .

T h i s  is  t h e  p la c e  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c o n c lu s io n s ,  c o r o l la r ie s  t o  
th o s e  a b o v e  s t a t e d ,  w h ic h  e v e n  a  s h o r t  a n d  s u p e r f i c ia l  e x p e r i 
m e n t a l  s t u d y  b r in g s  o u t .

1 . W h e n  a  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  is  p u t  t o  a c t  o n  a  s e r ie s  o f  
h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a l l  t h e  s ta n c e s  b e in g  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  c o n d i 
t io n s ,  i t  i s  n o t ic e a b le  t h a t  t h e  f a c u l t y  v a r ie s  i n  o u t p u t  a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  s u b m i t t e d  t o  i t ,  f r o m  e x c e l le n t  t o

2 .  W h e n  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  is  s u b m i t t e d  t o  a  s e r ie s  o f  p e r c ip ie n t s  
o f  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  e q u a l  p o w e r ,  w e  e q u a l l y  o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h e  
m e t a g n o m ic  o u t p u t  w i t h  r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h a t  p e r s o n  a ls o  v a r ie s  
f r o m  e x c e l le n t  t o  n il.
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3 .  W h e n  a  s e r ie s  o f  p e r s o n s  a r e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  a  s e r ie s  o f 
p e r c i p i e n t s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  b e i n g  g i v e n  f o r  c o g n i t i o n  t o  each  
p e r c i p i e n t ,  i t  i s  o b s e r v a b l e  t h a t  s o m e  p e r s o n s  a r e  w e l l  d e l in e a te d  
b y  a l l  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t s ,  o t h e r s  a r e  w e l l  o r  i l l  d e l in e a t e d  a c c o rd in g  
t o  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f o u n d  s o m e  n e a r l y  u n a n a ly s 
a b le  b y  a l l .

T h i s  v a r i a t i o n  i n  m e t a g n o m i c  o u t p u t  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  fu n c t io n  
o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b j e c t  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  o b je c t ,  d e m o n s t r a te s  
c l e a r l y ,  i n  t h e  s im p l e s t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  c a s e ,  t h a t  b o t h  th e s e  tw o  
b e in g s  h a v e  a  p a r t ,  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  o n e  a n d  u n a p p a r e n t  in  th e  
o t h e r ,  b u t  b o t h  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  t h e  m e ta g n o m ic  
p h e n o m e n o n .

U n d e r  w h a t e v e r  a s p e c t  w e  c o n s id e r  e x p e r im e n t a l  p r a c t ic e ,  th e  
s a m e  i n f e r e n c e  r e s u l t s  a n d  t h e  s a m e  c o n c lu s io n  a p p e a r s .

I n  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a r a g r a p h s ,  I  w i l l  m e n t io n  
o n l y  t w o  o t h e r s  ( f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  b r e v i t y ) ,  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  d ir e c t  
o b s e r v a t i o n .

T h e y  m a y  b e  f o r m u l a t e d  a s  u n d e r :
1 .  I n c r e a s e d  n o r m a l  k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d  

a u g m e n t s  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  b o t h  i n  q u a l i t y  a n d  
q u a n t i t y .

2 .  S o m e  k i n d s  o f  e r r o r  o r i g i n a t e  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  e r ro n e o u s  
n o t io n s  f r o m  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  t h e  c o g n iz e d  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  
c o g n iz e r .

T h i s  n e e d s  s o m e  c o m m e n t a r y .
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e  t h e r e  is  o n e  f a c t  t h a t  e m e r g e s  f r o m  th e  

v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  i n  m e t a g n o m y  w i t h  a  h u m a n  
o b j e c t i v e :

W h e n  a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  w o r k s  o n  a  g i v e n  p e r s o n ,  h is  
r e v e la t i o n s  d e a l  p a r t l y  w i t h  w h a t  t h a t  p e r s o n  k n o w s  a n d  p a r t l y  
w i t h  w h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  ; a n d  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  f a c u l t y  d e a ls  
w i t h  e a c h  p a r t  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  m a n n e r .

I t  i s  f r o m  t h e  k n o w n  p a s t  t h a t  t h e r e  p r o c e e d s  t h e  m o s t  d e ta i le d  
a n d  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  k n o w le d g e ,  w h ic h  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  m o s t  p re c is e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s ,  h o u s e s ,  r o o m s  a n d  t h e i r  f u r n i s h i n g ; 
s o m e t im e s  g i v i n g  a  p e r s o n a l  o r  f a m i l y  n a m e ,  a  t e le p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  
a n  a g e ,  a  d a t e ,  e t c .

I t  i s  n o t  t h u s  f o r  w h a t  is  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d .  
N o n e  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t s  I  h a v e  y e t  m e t  w i t h  h a v e  g i v e n  m e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  e q u a l  i n  q u a l i t y  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  o n e  g iv e s  o f  a n  
o c c u r r e n c e  a c t u a l l y  s e e n  o r  o f  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  h e a r d .  
W h i l e  t h e y  g i v e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f t e n  v e r y  c le a r  a n d  a d m i t t i n g  ( a f te r  
c e n s o r s h ip )  o f  s u r e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e a ls  
w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  d e s c r ib e d  i n  a  g e n e r a l  w a y ,  w i t h  o u t s t a n d in g  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  g i v i n g  t h e  id e a  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  e v e n t ,  a  p la c e ,  a n
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i l ln e s s ,  a  c h a r a c t e r ,  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s ,  e t c . ; a n d  i f  i n  t h a t  
s in g le  s ta n c e  w e  p r e s s  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  t o  m o r e  d e t a i le d  c o g n i t i o n  
a n d  h e  y ie l d s  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  h e  is  le d  t o  in t e r s p e r s e  w i t h  p a r t i a l  
e r r o r s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  is  q u i t e  c o r r e c t  a s  a  w h o le .

T h a t  w h ic h  a  p e r s o n  p la c e d  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e  k n o w s  
co n fo rm a b ly  to a n  a c tu a lity ,  in c r e a s e s  t h e  p r e c is io n  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  
o f  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h e r e  is  n o  m a n n e r  o f  d i s c o v e r in g  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  k n o w le d g e  
s e n s o r ia l l y  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  c o g n iz e d  p e r s o n  i n  b u i l d i n g  u p  s u p e r 
n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  i n  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t ,  t h a t  is  e q u a l  t o  a  s e r ie s  o f  
e x p e r im e n t s  a t  i n t e r v a l s  i n  t im e ,  b e a r in g  o n  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e .

S in c e  1 9 1 0  I  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  o u t  a n  e x p e r im e n t  w h ic h  h a s  
a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  a  b u l k y  r e c o r d .  T h i s  e x p e r im e n t  c o n s is t s  i n  
g i v i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  o w n  l i f e  f o r  a n t i c i p a t o r y  c o g n i t i o n  t o  a n  
in c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s ,  a n d  m o r e  p a r 
t i c u l a r l y  t o  s o m e  w h o  h a v e  p r o v e d  t h e  b e s t  e n d o w e d  w i t h  
p r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m y s e l f .

T o  t h o s e  r e s e a r c h e r s  w h o  d e s ir e  t o  a s s u r e  t h e m s e lv e s  t h a t  t h e  
t r u l y  d is t r e s s in g  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  is  a  
r e a l i t y ,  I  r e c o m m e n d  t h i s  m e a n s  o f  c o n v i c t i o n .  I t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  
t h e m  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e ly  t h a n  r e a d in g  a b o u t  f a c t s  n e c e s s a r i ly  
a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  t h e  u n c e r t a in t ie s  o f  h u m a n  t e s t im o n y ,  a n d  w i l l  
b e  m u c h  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  t h a n  t h e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s p e c u la t io n s  lo n g  
s in c e  c a n a l is e d  i n  o p in io n s ,  d o c t r in e s ,  a n d  w o r d s .  ___

N o t h i n g  e s c a p e s  o b s e r v a t io n  f r o m  t h i s  s t a n d p o i n t ,  e v e r y t h in g  
is  i n s t r u c t i v e  ; a n d  e x p e r im e n t  d e l i v e r s  i t s  w h o le  c o n t e n t .

E a c h  s u b je c t  a t  e a c h  s t a n c e  is  p la c e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  d r a w  u p  
t h e  b a la n c e - s h e e t  u p  t o  t h a t  d a t e  a n d  t o  f o l l o w  o u t  t h e  u l t e r i o r  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  l i f e  c o g n iz e d .  H i s  w o r d s  a r e  f ix e d  o n  p a p e r .  
W i t h  r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e v e la t io n s  o f  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t ,  t h e  e x p e r i 
m e n t e r  n o t e s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h is  o w n  t h o u g h t ,  w h a t  h e  k n o w s ,  a n d  
w h a t  ( s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g )  h e  m i g h t  s u b c o n s c io u s ly  k n o w .  H i s  
e n s u in g  l i f e  g iv e s  i m p a r t i a l  j u d g m e n t ,  d i s c r im in a t e s  t h e  s h a d e s  o f  
e x a c t i t u d e ,  w h a t  a p p r o x im a t e s  t o  f a c t ,  w h a t  is  o m i t t e d ,  a h n d  w a t  
i s  e r r o n e o u s  ; a ls o  t h e  d iv e r s e  a s p e c ts  o f  t h e  e r r o r s  a n d  t h e i r  
o r ig in s .  T h u s  o n e  m a y  a d v a n c e  t h r o u g h  T i m e  c o m p a r in g  t h e  
t r a n s f o r m a t io n s  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e c u t iv e  
e v o lu t i o n  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  v ie w  o f  a  p s y c h ic  
l i f e  s o  g iv e n ,  i t s  m a r v e l lo u s  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  s ig n i f i 
c a n c e ,  in s p i r e s  o n e  w i t h  e n e r g y  t o  p e r s e v e r e  i n  a n  e n t e r p r is e  f u l l  
o f  d i f f i c u l t ie s ,  f e r t i l e  i n  m is ta k e s ,  a n d  i n  e m o t io n s  t h a t  a r e  
s o m e t im e s  p a i n f u l .

I  i n t e n d  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h i s  e x p e r im e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  o n  p r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  t o  t h e  t w e n t ie t h  y e a r  a n d  then 
to  u s e  i t  f o r  a  m o n o g r a p h .
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A t  p r e s e n t  1 s h a l l  d r a w  f r o m  i t  o n l y  s o m e  r e f le c t io n s  r e g a r d in g  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o g n iz e d  o n  t h e  e la b o r a t io n  o f  
p a r a n o r m a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  h i m .

T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  f a c t s  o f  p r e d i c t i o n  o n  a  h u m a n  l i fe  
w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  c a l l e d  i t  f o r t h  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  s t u d y ; 
t h o s e  w h o  f r o m  m e r e  c u r i o s i t y  h a v e  o n c e  o r  s e v e r a l  t im e s  e n q u ir e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  o w n  f u t u r e  f r o m  m e t a g n o m i c  p e r c ip ie n t s  ; th o s e  
w h o  h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  b y  r e a d i n g  o n l y  ; a l l  th e s e  
b e lie v e  p r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  b e  u n a l t e r a b l e ,  l i k e  a n  u n c h a n g e a b le  
m e m o r y .  T h e y  a t t r i b u t e  f i x i t y  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  d iv e r s i f y  
i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s ,  a n d  c o n f e r  o n  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  p e r c e iv i n g  i d e a l  im a g e s  w h i c h  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  b r i n g  i n t o  r e a l i t y .

N o w  t h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  f i x i t y  o f  p r e c o g n i t i o n  is  b o r n  o f  s p e c u 
l a t i v e  d r e a m s  o n  p r e m o n i t i o n s  o f  f a c t  f o r  w h ic h  o n l y  a u t h e n t ic a 
t i o n  b y  t e s t i m o n y  h a s  b e e n  s o u g h t ,  a n d  t h i s  b e l i e f — b u i l t  u p  in  
c o m p le t e  a b s e n c e  o f  m e t h o d i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n — is  fa ls e .

W h e n  a n  e x p e r im e n t e r  p la c e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a n  i m p a r t i a l  a n d  
a t t e n t i v e  o b s e r v e r ,  t a k i n g  a  s h a r e  b y  in c e s s a n t  e x p e r im e n t a t io n  
i n  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  o u t p u t ,  h e  s p e e d i ly  p e r c e iv e s  t h a t  f o r e 
k n o w le d g e  is  v a r i a b l e  k n o w le d g e ,  c o n s t a n t l y  a n d  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  
e l a b o r a t e d  ; t h a t  l i k e  l i f e ,  i t  i s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  l iv in g  ;  a s  i f  th e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d e  o f  t h o u g h t  o f  e a c h  m a n ,  a w a r e  o f  t h e  g e n e ra l 
d i r e c t i o n  a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g  e v e n t s  o f  e x is t e n c e ,  w e r e  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  
i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  t o  i t s  f o r e k n o w le d g e  a s  th e  
h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  t a k e s  i t s  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  s u r r o u n d 
i n g  l i v e s .

A  f i r s t  g r o u p  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  e n a b le s  u s  t o  o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h a t  
p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t a t e s  o f  a  l i f e  is  v a r ia b l e  a c c o r d 
i n g  t o  t h e  m o m e n t  i n  t h a t  l i f e  w h e n  a  m e t a g n o m ic  p e r c ip ie n t
is  i n v o k e d .  -------- *

T h e  r e c o r d s  o f  s e a n c e s  f o r  p r e m o n i t o r y  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a 
h u m a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h o u g h  v a r y i n g  a s  t o  t h e i r  n a r r a t i v e  c o n te n t ,  
r e s e m b le  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  t a k e n  b y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  f o r  a c c o r d in g  a s  i t  r e f e r s  t o  s ta t e s  o f  l i f e  
m o r e  o r  le s s  d i s t a n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h a t  c o g n i t i o n  d i f f e r s  in  
p e n e t r a t i o n  a n d  e x t e n t .

D e a l i n g  w i t h  e m o t i o n a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  n e w  d i r e c t i o n s ,  n e w  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  o r g a n ic  p e r t u r b a t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e n t s ,  i t  s h o w s  
i t s e l f  b e s t  a b le  t o  p r o d u c e  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  a n d  c o - o r d in a t e d  i n f o r 
m a t i o n  w h e n  t o u c h i n g  o n  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  t h e n  i n  a c t u a l  c o u r s e  o f  
r e a l i z a t i o n ,  t h a t  is ,  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  p a r t l y  a c t u a l  a n d  k n o w n ,  
a l t h o u g h  o f t e n  u n f o r e s e e a b le  a s  t o  t h e i r  is s u e .

T h a t  w h ic h  is  k n o w n ,  h o w e v e r  s l i g h t l y ,  i s  o f  p o w e r f u l  a s s is ta n c e  
t o  f u l l e r  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  q u i t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  a n y  
r a t i o n a l  s u p p o s i t io n s  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  a f fe c t e d .

T h e  p r e c o g n i t i o n  b e c o m e s  le s s  f u l l  a n d  a b u n d a n t  i n  d e t a i l ,  le s s
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a b le  t o  c o - o r d in a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  a  l i f e  w h e n  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  
n e a r  b u t  q u i t e  u n e x p e c t e d ,  o r  a r e  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  d i s t a n t  i n  t i m e  
a n d  u n c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a n y  c a u s e s  a s  y e t  i n  o p e r a t i o n .

A n d  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  p r e c o g n i t i o n  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  d is c lo s e  m o r e  
d i s t a n t  a s p e c ts  i n  a  l i f e ,  i t s  i m p e r f e c t i o n  b e c o m e s  m o r e  m a r k e d .  
S t a r t i n g  f r o m  a  fe w ' y e a r s  a h e a d ,  o n l y  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  o f  a  l i f e  is  
r e v e a le d  a n d  o n l y  a  f e w  s a l ie n t  e p is o d e s  a r e  g i v e n .

H e r e  f o l l o w s  a  s im p le  a n d  b r i e f  in s t a n c e  o f  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s a m e  e v e n t  g i v e n  a t  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s .  T w o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t s  
o c c u r r e n c e  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  e x p r e s s e d  i t  t h u s :

“  O h  ! P e r i l  o f  d e a t h  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  . . . p e r h a p s  a n  a c c id e n t  
. . . b u t  y o u  w i l l  b e  s a v e d ,  y o u r  l i f e  c o n t in u e s .  . . . ”

F o u r  m o n t h s  b e f o r e :
“  T a k e  c a r e ,  y o u  w i l l  s o o n  h a v e  a  s e r io u s  a c c id e n t .  . . .  I  h e a r  

a  v i o l e n t  s h o c k  . . .  a  l o u d  n o is e  . . . y o u  w i l l  b e  v e r y  n e a r  
d e a t h  . . . w h a t  l u c k  ! y o u  w i l l  t a k e  n o  h u r t ! I  se e  a  m a n  
b le e d in g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  ; h e  is  m o a n in g ,  a n d  a l l  r o u n d  h i m  s o m e  
t h in g s  a r e  s t r e w n ,  I  c a n ’t  s a y  w h a t . ” 1

I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  p r o c e e d s  
f r o m  g e n e r a l  n o t io n s  t o  in c r e a s in g  k n o w le d g e ,  o f  d e t a i l ,  c o n  
v e r s e ly  t o  n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  a n a ly s is  t o  
s y n t h e s is .

S t u d y  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  s h o w s  c le a r l y  t h i s  g r a d u a l  
e v o lu t i o n  o f  p r e v is io n ,  b u t  i t  t a k e s  f u l l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  b y  e x p e r i 
m e n t  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  o f  t im e  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  p e r c ip ie n t s  a n d  
t h e  s a m e  o b j e c t  o f  c o g n i t i o n .

I  c a n  f i n d  n o  b e t t e r  w a y  o f  d e s c r ib in g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a n  
e x p e r im e n t e r  w h o  is  m a k i n g  th e s e  e x p e r im e n t s  o n  p r e m o n i t i o n  
a s  h is  c o u r s e  o f  l i f e  p r o c e e d s  t h a n  t o  c o m p a r e  h i m  t o  a  t r a v e l l e r  
p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  n e w  c o u n t r y .  L o o k i n g  t o  t h e  f a r  h o r i z o n  h e  se e s  
c o lo u r s  a n d  f o r m s  i n  b l u r r e d  m a s s e s  w h ic h  g i v e  a  v a g u e  g e n e r a l  
id e a .  S o m e w h a t  le s s  f a r  t h e  d is t a n c e s  t a k e  c le a r e r  c o lo u r  a n d  
s h a p e ,  p r i n c i p a l  o b je c t s  a p p e a r — a  h i l l ,  a  w o o d ,  o r  a  t o w n .  
N e a r e r  h e  sees  a  v i l l a g e ,  a  t o w e r ,  a  m a n s io n ,  a n d  s c a t t e r e d  h o u s e s  
a p p e a r  c le a r l y  o n  a n  u n d e f in e d  b a c k g r o u n d .  S t i l l  n e a r e r  t h e  
e y e  c a n  p e r c e iv e  m a n y  t h in g s  a n d  t h e  c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  
t h e m .

T h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  r e v e a ls  i t s  c o m p o n e n t  p a r t s  a s  t h e  t r a v e l l e r

1 T h e  s e c o n d  o f  th e s e  p re v is io n s  w a s  g i v e n  m e  in  M a r ch , 1 9 1 1 ,  b y  M ile  d e  
B e r ly .  I t  w a s  fu lfille d  A u g . 1 5 th  o f  th e  s a m e  y e a r . I  w a s  g o in g  a t  a n  e a s y  p a c e  
in  m y  c a r  w h e n  a  d r u n k e n  b a k e r , d r iv in g  fu r io u s ly , p u lle d  th e  w r o n g  re in  a n d  
c o llid e d . T h e  s h o c k  w a s  s u c h  t h a t  th e  s h a fts , w h ic h  s tr u c k  th e  fra m e  o f  th e  fr o n t  
g la s s ,w e r e  s h iv e r e d  t o  p ie ce s, a n d  on e w h e e l m o u n te d  th e  b o n n e t a n d  cru s h e d  i t  in .

M y  fr ie n d ,T h . S te n u it,  w h o  w a s  w it h  m e, a n d  I a lso , w e re  s tr ic k e n  w it h  a m a z e  
at the su d d e n n e ss  o f  th e  a c c id e n t  a n d  o u r g o o d  fo r tu n e  in  b e in g  u n h u r t. T u r n in g  
ro u n d  w e  s a w  th e  h o rse g a llo p in g  o ff, t h e  c a r t  in  th e  d itc h , w h e e ls  u p p e r m o s t,  
a n d  th e  b a k e r  s tr e tc h e d  m o a n in g  a n d  b le e d in g  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  ro a d  w it h  a  
n u m b e r  o f lo a v e s  s c a tte r e d  ro u n d  h im .
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a d v a n c e s .  A l l  c o m e s  n e a r e r  t o  h i s  e y e ; o p t i c a l  i l lu s io n s  d is a p p e a r ,  
m i s t a k e n  im p r e s s io n s  a r e  c o r r e c t e d ,  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h in g s  in 
c r e a s e s  i n  e x t e n t  a n d  p r e c is io n ,  w h i c h  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e v e r  q u i te  so 
c o m p l e t e  a s  t h e  p la c e s  h e  h a s  p a s s e d  a n d  h a s  t h e r e fo r e  f u l l y  
p e r c e iv e d .

I n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  g o e s  t h r o u g h  l i f e  p re 
c e d e d  b y  t h e  h y p e r c o g n i t i o n .  T h e  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  is  th e  
e y e  w h e r e b y  h e  s e e s  h i s  f u t u r e ,  a  h u m a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  v is io n  
w i t h  a l l  i t s  m a r v e l l o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  i t s  im p e r f e c t io n s .

I f  h e  is  c o n t e n t  w i t h  a n  e a s y  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  h i s  a d v a n c e  i n t o  th e  
f o r e k n o w n  w i l l  l e a d  h i m  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  th e  
c o u r s e  o f  h i s  l i f e  a r e  p r e - e x i s t e n t  i n  a n  id e a l  w o r l d  i n  w h ic h  th e  
p e r c i p i e n t  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e m  b y  s o m e  p a r a n o r m a l  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  e a s i l y  p e r c e iv e d  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  th e y  
a r e  p a s s in g  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  i n t o  t h a t  o f  p h e 
n o m e n a .  B y  d o i n g  t h i s  h e  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  o b t a i n e d  a  s im p le  
e x p l a n a t i o n ,  b u t  o n e  t h a t  i s  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s iv e  n a tu r e  
o f  p r e c o g n i t i o n .

B u t  i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  b y  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  o f  p r e m o n i t o r y  
r e v e la t i o n s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  o f  m e ta g n o m ic  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  a n d  o f  t h e  p e rs o n  
c o g n iz e d ,  h e  t h e n  c o m e s  t o  p e r c e iv e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  e x p e r im e n t ,  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t w o  h u m a n  b e in g s ,  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  is ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  th e  
u n v a r y i n g  f a c t o r ,  f u r n i s h i n g  a t  e v e r y  s e a n c e  t h e  s a m e  f a c u l t y ,  
w h i l e  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e l i n e a t e d  is  c o n t i n u a l l y  v a r y i n g .

T o  e x p l a i n  m o r e  f u l l y  :
I f  t h e  e x p e r im e n t s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  c o n d u c t e d ,  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t ,  

f r o m  s e a n c e  t o  s e a n c e ,  r e m a in s  e q u a l l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  l i fe  
p r e s e n t e d  f o r  c o g n i t i o n  ; h e  is  t h e  s a m e  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t  p u t  
t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a n d  o n l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  h i s  o w n  r e la t iv e  
c o n d i t i o n s .

I t  is  o t h e r w is e  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o g n iz e d ,  w h o  h a s  l i v e d  
b e t w e e n  s e a n c e s  f o r  w e e k s  o r  m o n t h s ,  c h a n g in g  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  
p r e s s u r e  o f  o u t s i d e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  u n d e r  h is  o w n  m e n ta l  
e v o lu t i o n .  M a n y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  s o m e t im e s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  h a v e  
t a k e n  p la c e  i n  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t ; t h e  f u t u r e  h a s  
b e c o m e  t h e  p a s t  a n d  m a n y  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l iz e d  o r  
h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  i l l u s o r y : i n  s h o r t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  s a m e  i n d i v i d u 
a l i t y  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  
m o d i f i e d  b y  a l l  t h a t  t h e  s e n s e s  h a v e  r e g is t e r e d ,  b y  a l l  t h e  k n o w 
le d g e  t h a t  c o n s c io u s  a n d  s u b c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  h a s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  
k n o w le d g e ,  m o d i f i e d  a ls o  b y  n e w  d e s ir e s ,  n e w  p r o j e c t s ,  j u d g 
m e n t s ,  t e n d e n c ie s  a n d  n e w  m o d e s  o f  r e a c t i o n .

T t  c a n n o t  b e  s a id  t h a t  t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d  
a t  e a c h  s t a n c e  d e t e r m in e  t h e  n e w  t e n o r  o f  t h e  p r e m o n i t o r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  d o  n o t ,  s in c e  p r e c o g n i t i o n  d e a ls  w i t h
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t h in g s  n o t  y e t  r e g is t e r e d ,  w i t h  t h a t  w h ic h  is  im p e r c e p t ib l e  b y  t h e  
s e n se s , w i t h  t h in g s  u n k n o w a b l e  b y  r e a s o n  a n d  o f t e n  o p p o s e d  t o  
a n t ic ip a t io n s .

B u t  w h a t  w e  c a n  s a y ,  a n d  w h a t  e x p e r im e n t  c o n s t a n t l y  s h o w s ,  
is  t h a t  e a c h  n e w  s e c t io n  o f  l i f e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  g iv e s  
a  n e w  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  f o r  m e t a g n o m y  f r o m  w h ic h  i t  c a n  b e t t e r  
d is c e r n  t h e  n e x t  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  e x is te n c e  a n d  t h a t  w h a t  
is  k n o w n  c o l la b o r a t e s  i n  o r g a n i z in g  t h e  p r e m o n i t i o n  o f  w h a t  is  
u n k n o w a b le  b y  r e a s o n .

I t  is  n o t  w i t h o u t  a s t o n is h m e n t  t h a t  a t  e a c h  s e a n c e  w e  o b s e r v e  
t h a t  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t ,  e n v is a g in g  t h e  f u t u r e  o n l y ,  d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  
o f  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  l i f e  r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h a t  h e  p e r c e iv e d  a s  
f u t u r e  i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  s t a n c e  ; o r ,  t h a t  i f  h e  h a p p e n s  t o  s p e a k  o f  
t h e m ,  h e  p la c e s  t h e m  u n e r r i n g l y  i n  t h e  p a s t .  H e  s e iz e s  a ls o  t h e  
d iv e r s e  p r e o c c u p a t io n s  a n d  o r g a n ic  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  t h e  p r o je c t s  
r e c e n t l y  f o r m e d  a n d  n e v e r  b e f o r e  a n n o u n c e d  b y  h i m ,  a n d  f o l l o w s  
t h e i r  o u t c o m e ,  l i n k i n g  t o  t h e m  a n d  b y  t h e m  e p is o d e s  n e a r  a t  
h a n d  in  t h e  c h r o n ic le  o f  a  l i f e .

T h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  is  r e v e a le d  w h e n  t h e  d e s ir e s  o f  t h e  
m o m e n t — p r o j e c t s  a n d  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  r e a c h e d  l a t e r ,  w h ic h  a r e  b u t  
p a s s in g  s ta t e s  o f  m i n d  a n d  w i l l  n e v e r  b e c o m e  c o n c r e t e  r e a l i t i e s  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e — i n t r o d u c e  e r r o r  i n  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  o u t p u t .  T h is  
e r r o r ,  o b v io u s l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  f r o m  t h e  o n e  p s y c h is m  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
is  c o r r e c t e d  a n d  d is a p p e a r s  f r o m  s u b s e q u e n t  s ta n c e s ,  b u t  o n l y  
a f t e r  th e s e  c o r r e c t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  u n d e r  
o b s e r v a t io n .

I f  w e  d e s ir e  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  
w h e n  w o r k i n g  o n  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  a r e  n o t ,  a s  i t  m i g h t  
a p p e a r ,  d i r e c t  p e r c ip ie n t s  o f  a c t u a l i t i e s  o u t s id e  h u m a n  i n d i 
v id u a ls ,  b u t  a r e  r e c e iv in g  a  v a r y i n g  in f lu e n c e  f r o m  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  a n o t h e r  a n d  g i v i n g  d iv e r s e  p r e m o n i t o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n ; t h a t  c a n  
v e r y  e a s i l y  b e  d o n e .  I n  p la c e  o f  p r e s e n t in g  t o  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t  a t  
i n t e r v a l s  i n  t i m e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o n e  p e r s o n  o n ly ,  i t  i s  o n l y  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  c a u s e  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  s e v e r a l  
p e r s o n s  a f fe c te d  b y  e v e n ts  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s : e .g .  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l y ,  i t  b e in g  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  
is  k e p t  i n  ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  l i n k s .  U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s  i t  is  r a r e  ( I  h a v e  n o t  m y s e l f  o b s e r v e d  a  c a s e ) i n  w h ic h  t h e  
p e r c ip i e n t  r e c o g n iz e s  i n  o n e  t h e  e v e n t  a ls o  p e r c e iv e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  
o f  a n o t h e r .  I t  is  a lw a y s  o b s e r v e d  ( t h a t  is  a t  a n y  r a t e  m y  
e x p e r ie n c e )  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  is  o n l y  p r e c o g n iz e d  i n  
i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  e a c h  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n .

I t  is  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  o r d i n a r i l y  m e t  w i t h  a r e  
d e l in e a t o r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s ,  a n d  n o t  p e r c ip ie n t s  o f  v i r t u a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  f u t u r e  r e a l i t ie s ,  t h a t  t h e y  s h o w  t h e m s e lv e s  
a b le  t o  p r e c o g n iz e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t ie s  a n d
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a r e  u n a b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  a  g e n e r a l  s e n s e , t h a t  is ,  th e  
e v e n t s  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  t o u c h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . 1

W h a t  a b u n d a n t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  in  th e  
y e a r s  p r e c e d in g  1 9 1 4  i f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m y  h a d  b e e n  m o re  
e x t e n s i v e l y  k n o w n  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  a p p l ie d .  I f  t h e r e  w e re  
o n e  e v e n t  c o m m o n  t o  m a n y  h u m a n  l i v e s  a n d  h a v in g  w id e ly  
d i f f e r e n t  r e a c t i o n ,  i t  w a s  t h i s  b e s t i a l  m a d n e s s  f o r  m u tu a l  
s la u g h t e r .  W h a t  p r o p h e t  p r o c la i m e d  i t s  c o m in g ,  i t s  c ir c u m 
s ta n c e s ,  a n d  i t s  r e s u l t s  ? O n e  o n l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  k n o w ,  a n d  as  fa r  
a s  o n e  m a y  r e l y  o n  h u m a n  t e s t i m o n y — M .  L e o n  S o n r e l ,  w h o ,  o n  
J u l y  2 1 s t ,  1 8 6 9 ,  i n  a  k i n d  o f  s p o n t a n e o u s  e c s t a t i c  s ta te ,  se ize d  
u p o n  t h e  w h o le  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  h is  f r ie n d ,  D r .  
A m e d 6 e  T a r d i e u ,  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  t o  h i m  t h e  s e c o n d  g r e a t  w a r  in  
i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n  e p is o d e  o f  D r .  T a r d i e u ’ s  l i f e .  I t  w a s  i n  r e la t io n  
t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  t h a t  S o n r e l  t o o k  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  t h e  w a r  s t i l l  
f a r  d i s t a n t  i n  t i m e .  I t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  i f  D r .  T a r d ie u  h a d  n o t  
h a d  t o  l i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a r ,  S o n r e l  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  n o  k n o w le d g e  
o f  i t s  c o m in g .  (S e e  p .  3 8  a n te ,  f o r  t h e  s u m m a r y  o f  t h i s  p r e d ic 
t i o n . )

B u t  n o  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  fo r e s e e n  t h e  w a r  as 
a  c o l l e c t i v e  f a c t ,  n o n e  p r e d i c t e d  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  w h e n  i t  
h a d  b e g u n  n o n e  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i t s  s u c c e s s iv e  
p h a s e s .  T h o s e  w h o  e s te e m e d  t h e m s e lv e s  p r o p h e t s  a n d  t r i e d  to  
d o  t h i s ,  c o n t r a d i c t e d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  a l l  w e r e  w r o n g .  T h e  
d e t r a c t o r s  o f  p s y c h ic  s c ie n c e  w e r e  t r i u m p h a n t ,  p s y c h is t s  w e re  
c o n f o u n d e d  a n d  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .

V e r y  b r i e f l y  s u m m a r iz e d ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  t h e  a s p e c t  t a k e n  b y  
t h e  e v e n t — t h e  w a r  o f  1 9 1 4 — i n  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  a t  m y  p e r s o n a l  
d is p o s a l .

F r o m  1 9 1 0  t o  J u l y ,  1 9 1 4 ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c ts

1 I g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m in in g  f a c t o r s  in  m e t a g n o m y  a n d  of 
t h e  d i v e r s i t y  in  p a r a n o r m a l c a p a c i t y  in  p e r c ip ie n t s , h a s  g i v e n  r ise  t o  a n d  m ain - 
t a i n e d  a n  e rro r w h ic h  w i l l  o n ly  c e a s e  w h e n  m e n  c e a s e  t o  t h i n k  o f a n d  d iscuss  
n a r r a tiv e s  o f  p r e m o n it o r y  f a c t s  w i t h o u t  t h e  b a s is  o n  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  fo u n d e d .

A n y o n e  w h o , b y  r e a d in g  o n ly ,  d e s ir e s  t o  fo r m  a n  o p in io n  o n  p r e c o g n itio n , w ill 
fin d  in  m e t a p s y c h ic  li t e r a t u r e  m a n y  q u o t a t i o n s  o f  f a c t  a u t h e n t ic a t e d  b y  te s tim o n y .  
I n  th e s e  r e v ie w s , a n d  in  s o m e  b o o k s , h e  w ill  fin d  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h is  k in d  : “  It  
s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  i f  p r e d ic t io n  w e r e  p o s s ib le , w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  m a n ife s t  a n d  u n 
d e n ia b le  p r o o f  o f  i t .  L e t  a  m e d iu m  t e l l  u s  w h a t  t h e  w e a t h e r  w il l  b e  lik e  in  e igh t  
d a y s ,  a n d  w h ic h  h o rs e  w i l l  w in  in  t h e  n e x t  r a c e - m e e t in g . O r , s t i l l  m ore  
s i m p l y :  h e r e  is  a  r o u le t te , le t  h im  t e l l  u s, w h ile  i t  s p in s , a t  w h ic h  n u m b e r it  
w i ll  s to p . N o  m e d iu m  c a n  d o  t h i s "  (P . H e u z £ , ** E n q u i r y  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s ta te  of 
p s y c h i c  s c ie n c e .* ' U  O p in ion). O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d , n a r r a tiv e s  o f  f a c t s  d e v o id  of 
c o m p le te  c e r t a i n t y ; o n  t h e  o th e r , a  c h a lle n g e  n o t  t a k e n  u p  : m u c h  in te rc h a n g e  
o f  p o le m ic — w o r d s , w o r d s  w it h o u t  a n y  p o s s ib le  c o n c lu s io n . W h e n  p s y c h is ts  
w ill  c o n d e s c e n d  t o  a d m it  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  g r o u n d  f a v o u r a b le  fo r  a  d e m o n 
s tr a t io n  o f  fo r e k n o w le d g e  is  t h a t  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  w o r k  o n  i n d iv i d u a l  h u m a n  liv e s,  
a n d  w i l l  g i v e  u p  t h e  s p ir it is t  a n d  th e o s o p h ic a l h y p o t h e s e s  b y  w h ic h  t h e y  b e lie v e  
in  p o s s ib i lit ie s  t h a t  e x i s t  v e r y  r a r e ly  o r  n o t  a t  a ll,  t h e y  w il l  s p e e d i ly  g a in  m a n y  
u n d e n ia b le  p r o o fs  o f  p r e m o n itio n , a n d  t h e y  w ill  b e  a b le  t o  a c q u ir e  th e  b e s t  o f 
p r o o fs — p r e m o n it o r y  f a c t s  o n  t h e m s e lv e s , in d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  t e s t im o n y .

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN



w h o m  I  p u t  t o  w o r k  o n  d e f in i t e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o r  i n  t h e  f r e e  e x e r c is e  
o f  t h e i r  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  u s e d  b y  o t h e r  
p e r s o n s  w h o  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  t h e  t e n o r  o f  t h e  s e a n c e s ,  s ig n i f i e d  
e x p l i c i t l y  t h e  c o m in g  o f  t h e  w a r .  B u t  i f  t h i s  i m p e n d in g  c a t a s t r o p h e  
d i d  n o t  in s p i r e  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t s  i t  w a s  o t h e r w is e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
i t s  e f fe c ts  o n  i n d i v i d u a l s .  S o m e  in s t a n c e s ,  s e le c te d  f o r  b r e v i t y ,  
w i l l  s h o w  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  th e s e .

On December 30th, 1913, in the course of a metagnomic stance 
Mme Fraya said to Mine D. :

“ I see near you a young man whom you love and who is a near relation 
. . .  a fine nature, intelligent, gentle, and gracious . . .  he is not so 
strong as he seems. . . .  I see him ill presently, just at the time of his 
examination. . . .  I cannot see him entering the school for which he is 
preparing . . .  he will lead a very active life, but will die young, as if 
on a battle-field.”

A few days latter Mme D. told me this premonition relating to her 
only nephew, Paul M., aged eighteen, a brilliant student preparing for 
competition to the Polytechnic, a most agreeable young man, for whom 
I had much regard. In February, 1914, he had an acute attack of angina 
when called upon to pass the test for physical fitness, but nerved himself 
to pass the test.

In July, 1914, he entered for competition for the Polytechnic, which was 
interrupted by the war.

He then made himself as useful as possible and was certainly very active, 
being in turn an interpreter, a chemical assistant and motor driver. He 
soon expressed an intention to enlist. His parents opposed this as much 
as they could. His aunt, haunted by the prediction, and saw how her 
nephew, despite his remarkable intellectual gifts, might indeed never 
enter the Polytechnic, said to him, ”  Believe me, Paul, you are too young; 
don't enlist, I have a foreboding you would not come back to us.”

His resolution, however, was taken, and on December 1st he was 
appointed to the 13th Regiment of Artillery. December 13th he fell ill 
and died, not on the field, but of cerebro-spinal meningitis brought on 
by the war.

In May, 1914, Count R. de P., aged thirty-one, had this prediction 
during a seance with Mile de Berly.

” . . .  I am uneasy about y o u : take care, I see you in peril of death 
. . . you are being fired at . . . but have nothing to fear.”

In June, 1914, the same percipient said to him regarding a project of 
marriage much favoured by his family, ” . . .  You will not marry this 
lady. . . .  I see you turning your back . . .  a certain event will take 
you away. . . .  I see you wearing a costume . . . sometimes on horse
back . . . giving orders to men to dig galleries, long galleries ! What 
a lot of digging ! How foul the earth is and what a lot of i t !

”  Only after having worn this costume and carried out these works 
will you be married . . . but not till you have passed your thirty-fifth 
year. . . . You will marry elsewhere a dark young lady, with dark hair 
done low down, with foreign blood in her veins.”

The May prediction gave M. de P. the idea of a night attack on Paris ; 
that, made in June, made him think of a possible colonial enterprise. 
He said so to the percipient, who could only reply, ”  Perhaps. I see 
nothing more.”

M. de P., who was due to pass the month of August in the family of
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his fiancee, a fair girl of French birth, was mobilized on the declaration 
of war.

As lieutenant, he certainly had to get m any trenches dug, and was 
certainly much fired upon ; three succeeding wounds in the arm in Septem
ber, 1915, brought him his captaincy and the cross of the Legion of Honour, 
and at Douaumont, seven months later, a bullet broke his nose and blinded 
one eye, which did not prevent this brave officer from carrying on his 
command till exhausted, and brought him promotion to officer’s grade 
in the Legion of Honour.

A fter the war, when he was thirty-six, he married a dark young lady, as 
described, of Italian birth.

In January, 1914, Mile de Berly, speaking to M. de P. of his younger 
brother, said : “ His life will be short . . .  he will die a violent death 
. . .  let him be cautious in the shooting-field. . . . He will die by 
gunshot.”

In December, 1914, M. Charles de P. was killed by a bullet in the 
forehead.

I n  f a c e  o f  f a c t s  o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  I  c o u ld ,  d i d  s p a c e  a l lo w ,  g iv e  a 
s e r ie s  o f  f a c t s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  n e g a t i v e ,  s u g g e s t in g  th e  
c o n c lu s io n s  I  h a v e  s t a t e d  a b o v e .  F o r  i n  m y  e x p e r im e n t a l  
p r a c t i c e  t h e  p e r s o n s  t o  w h o m  n o  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  th e  
w a r  w a s  m a d e ,  w e r e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  As t o  th e m ,  
p r e c o g n i t i o n  w o r k e d  o u t  a s  i f  t h e  w a r  w e r e  o n l y  a  g e n e r a l  in c id e n t  
w i t h o u t  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e  ; a n d  in d e e d  t h i s  w a s  
s o  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t io n ,  f o r  e a c h  t o o k  u p  a g a in  t h e i r  p r e v io u s  c o u rs e  
o f  l i f e  a s  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  o n l y  i n t e r r u p t e d .  S e r io u s  i n v a l i d a t i o n  a n d  
e s p e c ia l l y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  s in g le  o n e  o f  t h e s e  w o u l d  h a v e  l e f t  th e  
p r e d i c t i o n s  m a d e  a s  q u e s t io n a b le .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p la c e .  A s  
s o m e  o f  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  h e l d  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  m i l i t a r y  p o s ts  (o f f ic e rs  
i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  a n d  a v i a t i o n  ; o n e  w a s  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  
y e a r s  a n  a v i a t o r )  I  a m  i n c l i n e d  t o  s e e  i n  t h i s  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  
a  c o in c id e n c e ,  a n d  t o  c la i m  t h a t  i t  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  f ie ld  o f  
c o g n i t i o n  o n l y  c o v e r s  w h a t  a  h u m a n  b e in g  w i l l  b e c o m e ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a n y  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a n  i m p e r s o n a l  f u t u r e ,  a  f a c t  w h ic h  I  h a v e  
n o t  y e t  b e e n  a b le  t o  o b s e r v e ,  t h o u g h  I  d o  n o t  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t  
d e n y  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t y .

F o r  m y  o w n  p a r t ,  n o  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  f r o m  1 9 1 0  t o  J u ly ,  
1 9 1 4 ,  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  w a r  t o  m e ,  n o r  t o o k  a c c o u n t  o f  t h a t  e v e n t  in  
m y  l i f e ,  t h o u g h  I  w a s  a n  a s s id u o u s  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  O n e  o n l y ,  M m e  
L o n i - F e ig n e z ,  f o r e s a w  o n e  o f  t h e  a s p e c ts  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s ta g e s  o f  t h e  
w a r .  I n  M a y ,  1 9 1 2 ,  s h e ,  t h i n k i n g  t o  d e s c r ib e  m y  t h e n  o c c u p a 
t i o n s ,  s a id  :—

"  You are living in a little town in central France. I see your house 
facing a small open space . . . but your work is not there . . . you go 
for your work to a large house where you have an office . . . there you 
handle a mass of papers . . . what a number of sheets you touch . . . 
they bring them to you from another office alongside of yours, where 
many men are writing . . . they are continually passing from their 
office to yours . . . you look at the papers they bring and return them
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. . . other people, too, bring you papers from outside; you look and write 
and give them back . . . what a number of pieces of paper 1”

All this had no relation whatever to my then mode of l i fe ; but from 
August, 1914, this became one of the aspects of m y daily life as chief 
medical officer of the hospital and the circle. I lived in a snowstorm of 
administrative papers.

T h e  is o la t e d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  p r e v is io n s  m a k e s  i t  c le a r  t h a t  t h e  
s e n s i t iv e  d o e s  n o t  p e r c e iv e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i f e  b y  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n  
a s  i f  h e  h a d  a  p a r a n o r m a l  s e n s e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o u t s id e  T i m e ; f o r  
i n  t h a t  c a s e  t h e  c h ie f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  c o g n iz e d — t h e  u n i f o r m ,  c a r e  o f  t h e  w o u n d e d ,  a n d  s o  o n .

A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  w a r  h a d  b e g u n ,  w h e n  t h e  e v e n t  w a s  i n  m y  m i n d  
a n d  I  w a s  t a k i n g  a  p a r t  i n  i t ,  t h e n  t h e  s e n s i t i v e s  c o n s u l t e d  a t  
i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s ,  f o r e k n e w  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  m y  e x is t e n c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  ( i t  w a s  a s  t h e y  s a id )  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  
p r e in f o r m e d  o f  e p is o d e s  t h a t  c a m e  t o  p a s s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  a n  
e x a m p le  o f  s u c h  p r e v is i o n .

On July 29th, 1916, m y turn having come to replace one of the doctors 
with the army, I received an order from the Minister directing me to join, 
without delay, the reserve of the medical staff at Gray.

This centre, like others distributed behind the front, had the duty of 
placing medical officers according to their several aptitudes and the 
vacancies that might occur.

Passing through Paris on August 1st, I sought to profit by the unknown 
future by making an experiment on exact prevision. Here is an extract 
from the stance that I had with Mme Loni-Feignez, who was unaware 
of what my military duties might be, and more especially that I was in 
transit between one appointment and another, whose duties could not 
be foreseen by reasoning.

As soon as she was in the hypnoid state, she asked, "  W hat must I
see ? ”

“ Look,” I said, "  for the next events in m y life.”
"  . . . at the present moment you are doing something of the nature 

of a change, as if you were moving to interchange with some one. . . .
" Y o u  are changing your place . . . you are going to a town through 

which there is a largish river . . . water is passing at the side. . . .  It 
seems that you are being questioned, as if you were submitting various 
matters . . . and decision will be given according to your answers . . . 
a group of gentlemen will give a decision that will please y o u ; you will 
be satisfied with it. . . .

" I n  the town to which they will send you I see two parts, one high 
and one low . . . you will be in the lower part, you will work and live 
there . . . you will have nothing to do with the upper town . . .  a 
small town, old and dirty . . . with small ill-paved streets; a little 
manufacturing town, of some importance, perhaps, by the number of 
inhabitants, but small. . . .

"  Facing the house in which you will practise, there is an open space 
you will work on the first floor . . .  a large staircase . . . one 

would think it an old convent . . . very wide staircase . . . heavy 
wooden handrail . . .  a large landing . . . two large rooms on the same 
floor with a door between them . . . ceilings very high . . .  it is an old 
house. . . . When you leave it to go to your lodging you will cross the
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place and go to a house not old like the other . . . there are trees before 
the door and a wide road . . . you do not go upstairs, you lodge on the 
ground-floor; you will be not far from the river, which can be seen from 
your rooms although it is not before the door. . . .

"  Y ou  will not stay there long . . . perhaps a couple of months. . . . 
Just when you think yourself fixed, you will change."

W h a t cam e to p a s s .
On August 3rd I was at Gray, on the Saone. The assistant medical 

staff officer asked me m y preferences.
On the 8th I was attached to the 7/76th Ambulance at Moyon (Meurthe 

et Moselle), where I was to replace Dr. R ., called elsewhere.
During the 9th I reached Moyon, a town of about one thousand in

habitants; an upper town on the slope of the hill, with dirty, worn, and 
narrow streets, always full of soldiers on passage, and a lower town, much 
better built and clean, where they told me I should find the ambulance.

A soldier took me to a large house, old, and of the type of the monastery 
schools that are to be found more or less everywhere in the country, some 
forty yards back from the road, the open space being flanked by houses 
on both sides.

The adm inistrative office was on the first floor, approached by a wide 
staircase with a heavy wooden balustrade. On the wide landing one 
door was lettered “  Ambulance 7/76." I entered a large room, very high, 
where carboys, folded stretchers, medical canteens, dressings, etc., were 
scattered. The principal medical officer was in the adjoining room, and 
I was introduced.

“ Where is the ambulance ? "  I soon inquired.
“  It  is all here," he answered with a laugh, "  in these two rooms that 

you see : this one is the office that I share with the management, and 
the other you have just passed through. W e have been here at Moyon 
for a month, on return from Verdun, in reserve, but we have to supervise 
the construction of huts near the station as an evacuation hospital, which 
we shall have to work in two or three m onths."

Really, this ambulance, by its peculiar situation, would seem to have 
been the only one in the wrhole French army which would tally with
Mme L. F ------*s prediction. Usually an ambulance in working order
in 1916 would have from 100 to 300 beds and a large establishment,

I was much astonished, and thought that if the lodgings corresponded 
as thoroughly with the prediction, the premonitory fact would be of the 
first quality.

Being desirous of beginning my work I asked to be shown my room. 
“ To-morrow," I was told, “ you will have the room occupied by Dr. R., 

who you are replacing. For to-night you will lodge far from us." My 
first night was passed in a house of the upper town. On the next day 
Dr. R. took me to the house where he lodged, a good and newly-built 
citizen’s house; he did not stop on the ground-floor but went to the 
first landing. Curious as to what I should see, I went to the window. 
Tw o lines of trees divided the house from the road and about a hundred 
yards away I could see the river Mortagne.

Weeks passed, the construction of the evacuation hospital went on 
briskly. My comrades and I were planning the organization, when an 
arm y inspector learned that the wife of the chief medical officer was 
living at Moyon. Reports to the Staff of the Arm y of Lorraine, sanctions, 
etc., whence resulted some changes in the medical staff, and I was posted 
to another ambulance about forty-six days after my arrival.

Only two small errors “ a small, open place," which turned out to be 
a large courtyard, and the first floor instead of the ground-floor.
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F r o m  th e s e  f a c t s  a n d  f r o m  m a n y  o t h e r s  w i t h  w h ic h  I  d o  n o t  
w is h  t o  o v e r lo a d  t h i s  b o o k ,  i t  i s  c le a r  t o  m e  t h a t  i f  p r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  g e n e r a l  e v e n t s  is  a  r a r i t y  f o r  w h ic h  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  f e w  u n q u e s 
t io n a b le  c a s e s  c i t e d ,  f o r e k n o w le d g e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  c o m e  
a b o u t  b y  e x t e r n a l  c a u s e s  is  a s  f r e q u e n t  a s  o n e  m a y  l i k e  t o  m a k e  
t h e  e x p e r im e n t .

T h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n 
a l i t y ,  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  e x t r e m e  r a r i t y  o f  f o r e k n o w le d g e  o f  
g e n e r a l  e v e n ts ,  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  I  d e s ir e  t o  e m p h a s iz e  a s  s u g g e s t in g  
t h e  o r i g i n  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h e n  i t  h a s  a  h u m a n  
o b je c t i v e .

E r r o r  is  t o  m e t a g n o m y  w h a t  p a t h o lo g ic  p s y c h o lo g y  is  t o  
n o r m a l  p s y c h o lo g y — t h e  i n d i r e c t  a n d  i l l u m i n a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  n o r m a l  m e n t a l  w o r k i n g  b y  t h e  s t u d y  o f  i t s  
p e r t u r b a t i o n s .  I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n 
in g  o f  m e t a g n o m y  is  a n o t h e r  v a lu a b le  f a c t o r  i n  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  
s o u r c e  w h e n c e  s u b je c t s  d r a w  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  d e t e r m in a n t s  o f  e r r o r  w o u ld  f in d  i t s  
lo g ic a l  p la c e  h e r e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  le s s o n s  t h a t  i t  b r in g s ,  i t s  
d e v e lo p m e n t  is  o f  s u f f ic ie n t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  d e m a n d  a  c h a p t e r  t o  
i t s e l f ,  a n d  is  t h e r e f o r e  d e f e r r e d  t o  a  l a t e r  p la c e .  W h e n  t h i s  h a s  
b e e n  p e r u s e d  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  k i n d l y  a p p l y  t o  t h i s  p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r  
t h e  n o t io n s  t h a t  h e  w i l l  t h e r e  f i n d  o n  t h e  i n t e r - m e n t a l  c o l la b o r a 
t i o n  b e t w e e n  c o g n iz e r  a n d  c o g n iz e d .

I  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o  f a r  a n t ic i p a t e  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  a m o n g  t h e  m a n y  
c a u s e s  o f  e r r o r s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  is  t h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  a n d  
u n c o n s c io u s  t r a n s m is s io n  o f  b e l ie f s  a n d  m is t a k e n  s u p p o s i t io n s  
f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n s  d e l in e a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  
s p o n ta n e o u s  r e c t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th e s e  e r r o r s  f o l l o w  t h e  c o n s c io u s  
r e c t i f i c a t i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  f o r m e r .

A n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  I  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  e r r o r  i n  m e t a 
g n o m ic  o u t p u t  is  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o r d in g  a s  t h e  r e v e la t io n s  d e a l  
w i t h  w h a t  is  k n o w n  o r  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d .  W i t h  
g o o d  s u b je c t s  d e a l in g  w i t h  w h a t  is  k n o w n ,  t h e r e  a r e  o m is s io n s ,  b u t  
l i t t l e  p o s i t i v e  e r r o r ,  w h e r e a s  d e a l in g  w i t h  t h e  u n k n o w n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
t h e  f u t u r e ,  a p p r o x im a t io n s ,  p a r t i a l  e r r o r ,  a n d  d i s t i n c t  m is ta k e s  
f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r .  S o  t h a t  t h e  t w o  p s y c h is m s  o f  o b s e r v e r  a n d  
o b s e r v e d  a r e  h e r e  f o u n d  i n  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  i n t e r - m e n t a l  
c o l l a b o r a t io n .

P r a c t i c a l  e x p e r im e n t ,  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h o u t  a n y  a p r io r i  t h e o r ie s  
w h ic h  d e f o r m  r e s u l t s  b y  s y s t e m a t iz a t io n ,  b r in g s  o u t  c le a r ly ,  u n d e r  
w h a t e v e r  a s p e c t  i t  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d ,  t h a t  a  m etagn om ic
su b ject reveals the states o f  l i f e  in  a p e rso n  p la c e d  in  h is  p resen ce , h is  
p a ra n o rm a l know ledge com es fr o m  that p e r so n .  ------
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T h i s  i s  t h e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  f a c t  w h o s e  r e a l i t y  is  s h o w n  b y  th e  
w h o le  e v id e n c e ,  a n d  w i t h  w h i c h  n o t h i n g ,  u n le s s  i t  b e  o u r  
p r e j u d i c e s ,  c o n f l i c t s .

T h i s  c o n c l u s io n ,  i m p e r a t i v e l y  s u g g e s t e d  b y  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  
m e e t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  a l m o s t  i n v i n c i b l e  r e s is ta n c e  f r o m  m o s t  
m i n d s  t r a i n e d  u n d e r  t h e  in f l u e n c e  o f  a  p s y c h o lo g y  w h ic h  is  
s t i l l  i n  i t s  i n f a n c y .  T h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  o n  th e  
s u b j e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m i n d ,  u s u a l l y  f in d s  e x p r e s s io n  as 
f o l l o w s :

“ A  h u m a n  b e i n g  c a n n o t ,  b y  m e n t a l  i n t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  s u p p ly  
a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  w ri t h  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  
i n  h i s  m i n d ; s u c h  a s  a  p a s t  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  a n d ,  m o re  
e s p e c ia l l y ,  a  f u t u r e  g o v e r n e d  b y  f o r t u i t o u s ,  a c c id e n t a l ,  a n d  
e x t e r n a l  r e a c t i o n s . "

I f  o n e  w 'o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  d i s c o v e r  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h i s  d e p a r t 
m e n t  o f  m e t a p s y c h i c s  t h i s  p r e j u d g m e n t  m u s t  b e  s e t  a s id e  a lo n g  
w i t h  a l l  o t h e r s .

I n  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r a n o r m a l  w e  m u s t  e x p e c t  t o  f in d  
p a r a n o r m a l  a n d  s e e m in g ly  a b s u r d  t h in g s ,  n o t  c o m p a r a b le  w i t h  
o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  e x e r c is e  o f  o u r  in te l l ig e n c e .  
T o  w i s h  t o  c o n f o r m  N a t u r e  t o  o u r  o w n  m e n t a l  c o n t e n t  is  t o  
c o n d e m n  o u r s e lv e s  t o  i l l u s i o n  a n d  t o  s t e r i l i z e  r e s e a r c h ,  w h e re a s  
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  t r u t h  is  n e v e r  a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  l a b o r io u s  a n d  
p r o g r e s s iv e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  i n  f a c e  o f  im m u t a b le  
r e a l i t i e s .

H e r e ,  i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  e x p e r im e n t a l  f i e l d  s e le c te d ,  w re  m u s t  
h e e d  N a t u r e  s p e a k in g  b y  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  f a c t s .  N o w  i m p a r t i a l  
e x p e r im e n t  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  d i r e c t i o n  i t  a t t a c k s  t h e  p r o b le m  
w h e n c e  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  d e r i v e d ,  h e a p s  p r o o f  u p o n  
p r o o f  t h a t  i t  i s  r e s id e n t  i n  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e l in e a t e d .  A l l  
s p e c u la t iv e  o p i n i o n s  w h a t s o e v e r  w i l l  n o t  m a k e  w h ich  is  

n o t  t o  b e .
A c c e p t in g  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  w h ic h  

c o u ld  b e  i n v a l i d a t e d  o n l y  b y  e x p e r im e n t  c o m p e l l i n g  a  d i f f e r e n t  
in f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e  f o l l o w s  t h e  c o r o l l a r y — t h a t  g i v e n ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  
t h a t  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  d r a w  f r o m  t h e  d e l in e a t e d  p e r s o n  th e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c o n c e r n s  h i m  ; a n d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h a t  a  
g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t r a n g e s  h i s  a p p a r e n t  m e n t a l  
c o n t e n t ,  a n d  a l l  k n o w n  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  k n o w 
le d g e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  a d m i t t e d ,  s u b je c t  t o  l a t e r  e x p e r im e n t a l  v e r i f i c a 
t i o n ,  t h a t  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  p o s s e s s e s  a  l a t e n t  m o d a l i t y  o f  
t h o u g h t  e n d o w e d  w i t h  f a c u l t i e s  a d e q u a t e  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g - u p  o f  
s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  ; t h a t  is  t o  s a y ,  i n f o r m e d  b y  o t h e r  
c h a n n e ls  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  s e n s e s , u n d e r s t a n d in g  b y  o t h e r  
p r o c e s s e s  t h a n  r e a s o n in g ,  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  i n t e l 
l e c t u a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  T i m e  a n d  S p a c e .

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN
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T h is  e x p e r im e n t a l  t r u t h ,  h a r d  o f  a c c e p t a t io n  b e c a u s e  n o t h i n g  
i n  o u r  m o d e m  k n o w le d g e  h a s  p r e p a r e d  n s  f o r  i t ,  s im p l i f i e s  g r e a t l y  
t h e  d e t e r m in is m  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n o n  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
p a r a n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  o f  m a n  b y  m a n .  W e  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  
c o n f r o n t e d  b y  t h e  in c o m p r e h e n s ib le  s p e c ta c le  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e  w h o  
k n o w s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r  m e n . E v e r y  h u m a n  b e in g  k n o w s  h is  
o w n  e n t i r e  l i f e  a c c o r d in g  t o  la w s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  t o  b e  d is c o v e r e d ,  
a n d  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  a r e  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  v a r ia b l e  
q u a l i t y  t h a t  r e v e a l  w h a t  e a c h  h u m a n  b e in g  k n o w s  c o n c e r n in g  
h im s e l f  w i t h o u t  b e in g  a w a r e  c o n s c io u s ly ,  o r  e v e n  s u b c o n s c io u s ly ,  
t h a t  h e  h a s  t h i s  k n o w le d g e .

H e n c e f o r w a r d  t h i s  Is  t h e  a s p e c t  u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  
s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  m a n  b y  m a n  p r e s e n ts  i t s e l f .

A s p e c t  fr o m  th e s id e  o f  th e c o g n ize d  p e r s o n a lity . f  (

B e s id e s  t h e  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  c a l le d  c o n s c io u s ,  k n o w n  f r o m  
a l l  t i m e ; b e s id e s  t h e  m o d a l i t y  c a l le d  s u b c o n s c io u s ,  r e c e n t l y  
d is c o v e r e d ,  t h e  h u m a n  b e in g  p o s s e s s e s  a  “  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
m o d a l i t y  ”  w h o s e  m e a n s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p ro c e s s e s  o f  c o g n i t i o n ,  
a n d  e x t e n t  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  r e m a in  y e t  t o  b e  e x p lo r e d ,  b u t  w h ic h  
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t s  t h a t  i t  
in s p i r e s ,  s h o w s  t h a t  i t  is  a w a r e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  a n d  is  c a p a b le  o f  f o r e k n o w in g  i t s  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  
d e v e lo p m e n t .  — ~

E x c e p t i o n a l l y  a n d  a c c id e n t a l l y ,  k n o w le d g e  p a s s e s  f r o m  t h e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  i n t o  s u b c o n s c io u s  m o d a l i t ie s  
( d r e a m s ,  h y s t e r ic a l  s ta t e s ,  e t c . )  a n d  e v e n  i n t o  t h e  c o n s c io u s ,  
d e t e r m i n i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  ( v a g u e  o r  p r e c is e  p r e s e n t i 
m e n ts ,  u n e x p e c t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o m e  e v e n t  s t r o n g l y  a f f e c t in g  
a  l i f e ,  e t c . )  m a n y  o f  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  a n d  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  
b y  t e s t im o n y .  —  K

O r d i n a r i l y ,  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  r e m a in s  
l a t e n t ,  n o t h i n g  p a s s e s  f r o m  i t  i n t o  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  e x e r c is e  o f  
in t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  r e v e a ls  i t s  e x is te n c e ,  h u m a n  b e in g s  a c t  
a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  i t  n o t .  B e t w e e n  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a n d  t h e  
c o n s c io u s  t h e r e  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  b e  a n  a lm o s t  i n s u r m o u n t a b le  
p h y s io lo g ic a l  b a r r ie r .

A s p e c t  fr o m  the s id e  o f  the m eta g n om ic su b ject.

T h e  s e n s i t iv e s  c a l le d  " m e t a g n o m i c ”  a r e  e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e  
p e r m a n e n t  f a c u l t y  o f  b e in g  im p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
m o d a l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  l a t e n t  i n  e v e r y  h u m a n  b e in g ,  a n d  a r e  a b le  
t o  b r i n g  t h e  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  t h a t  m o d a l i t y  o n  t o  t h e  c o n s c io u s  
p la n e .
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W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  f a c u l t y  c o n s is t  i n  ? T h a t  is  y e t  t o  b e  
d i s c o v e r e d .  A s  y e t  w e  o n l y  k n o w  i t  i n  i t s  o b v io u s  f u n c t io n a l  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a n d  b y  i t s  o u t p u t .

T h e  o u t p u t  t h a t  c o m e s  m o s t  e a s i l y  a n d  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  in  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d ,  i s  t h e  r e v e la t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n te n t  
o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  i n  i t s  p a s t  a n d  i t s  f u t u r e .

I s  t h i s  a l l  t h a t  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  a r e  a b le  t o  r e c e iv e  f ro m  
t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p s y c h is m s  ? T h a t  
a ls o  is  m a t t e r  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  S u b j e c t s  w h o  c a n  b e  in f lu e n c e d  
b y  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t i e s  o f  t h o u g h t  a r e  v e r y  h i g h l y  e n d o w e d .

M o s t  o f  t h e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h o w  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  b e  e q u a l ly  
s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  c o n s c io u s  a n d  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  c o n t e n t  o f  th e se  
p s y c h is m s  a ls o ,  a n d  t h i s  s e n s i t i v e n e s s  d e t e r m in e s  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n f o r m a b l e  t o  t h e  m e n t a l  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  c o g n iz e d  
w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r i ly  b e i n g  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  e x t e r n a l  r e a l i t ie s .

E n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  t a k i n g  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  t h e  t r a n 
s c e n d e n t a l  k n o w l e d g e  i n  o t h e r s ,  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  a re  n o t  
t h e r e f o r e  c a p a b le  o f  k n o w i n g  t h e i r  o w n .  T h e y  a r e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t 
p a r t ,  a s  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f u t u r e  a s  a n y  o n e  o f  u s .  S u c h  as 
h a v e  m o d e r a t e l y  a c c u r a t e  a n d  f r e q u e n t  p r e s e n t im e n t s  a r e  r a r e .1

M e t a g n o m y  w i t h  a  h u m a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h u s  u n d e r s t o o d ,  f o r  a l l  
i t s  s e e m in g ly  f a n c i f u l  a n d  c h a o t i c  c o n t e n t ,  b e c o m e s  in t e l l ig ib le  
a n d  f a l l s  i n t o  o r d e r  i n  t h e  m i n d .

I t  i s  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h e  s u b je c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x e rc is e  
t h e i r  f a c u l t y  g e t  i n t o  a  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  s t a t e  t h a t  re le a s e s  m e n ta l  
a c t i v i t y  f r o m  c o n s c io u s  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r o l ,  a  s t a t e  w h ic h  
g iv e s  t h e  b e s t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  s u g g e s t i b i l i t y .

I t  i s  c o m p r e h e n s ib le  w h y  t h e y  f i n d  b o d i l y  c o n t a c t  f a v o u r  th e  
t r a n s m is s i o n  o f  p s y c h ic  e n e r g y  t h a t  i s  t h e  v e h ic le  o f  t h e  in s p i r in g  
t h o u g h t .

I t  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  p e rs o n s , 
m a k i n g  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  i n f l u e n c i n g  f o c i ,  s h o u ld  v i t i a t e  m e ta g n o m ic  
o u t p u t  b y  t o t a l  o r  p a r t i a l  i n h i b i t i o n ,  b y  t r a n s p o s i t i o n s  a n d  
i n t e r p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e iv e d .

C o m p r e h e n s ib le  a ls o  is  t h a t  w h i c h  is  i n e x p l i c a b l e  o n  a n y  o th e r  
h y p o t h e s is ,  t h a t  m e t a g n o m ic  o u t p u t  s h o u ld  v a r y  a c c o r d in g  to  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  d y n a m o - p s y c h i s m  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  r e c e p t iv e  
s e n s i t iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t .

S u c h  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  b e  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r s  o f  m e ta g n o m ic  
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  i t s  s im p l e s t  c a s e — th e  
d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  a  h u m a n  b e in g  t h e r e  p r e s e n t .

B u t  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  is  r a r e l y  a s  s im p le  a s  I  h a v e

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN

* If these subjects drew their paranormal knowledge direct from latent 
actualities outside time and space, or if they received it from extra-human 
inspiration, their faculty would as readily inform them of their own future as of 
others.



m a d e  i t  f o r  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  a n a l y t i c  s t a t e m e n t .  I n  d e l i n e a t i n g  
t h e  s ta t e s  o f  l i f e  o f  a  p e r s o n  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e  s u b je c t  i s  a l w a y s  le d  
t o  s p e a k  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  t o u c h e d ,  o r  w i l l  t o u c h ,  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  i n  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r ; a n d  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  
o u t p u t  is  t h e n  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  o f  o t h e r  p o s s ib le  
f o c i  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b y  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  a c t i o n  o f  a n  e x t e n s io n  
o f  r e c e p t i v i t y  i n  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e ,  a s  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r s  w i l l  
s h o w .
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C H A P T E R  I I I

W H E N  A  M E T A G N O M I C  S U B J E C T  T A K E S  C O G N I Z A N C E  
O F  T H E  S T A T E S  O F  L I F E  O F  A  L I V I N G  H U M A N  

B E I N G  D I S T A N T  I N  S P A C E ,  W H E N C E  D O E S  H E  
D R A W  H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N S ?

I
N  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  p r o c e s s  b e c o m e s  s o  c o m p le x  t h a t  
i f  w e  c o n s id e r  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  n a r r a t i v e  a s p e c t 
a n d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o n e  is  im p e l le d  
t o w a r d s  e x t r a v a g a n t  e x p l a n a t o r y  h y p o t h e s e s  u n le s s  p ru d e n c e  

le a d  u s  t o  a v o w  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  t o  le a v e  t o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s  th e  
t a s k  o f  c le a r i n g  u p  t h a t  w h i c h  c a n ,  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  b e  p a r t ia l l y  
e l u c i d a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .

L e t  u s  r e c a l l  t h a t  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  a r e  s o m e t im e s  c a p a b le  
o f  r e c e iv i n g  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  a c c i d e n t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  s ta te s  o f  
e x is t e n c e  c o n c e r n in g  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  t h a t ,  in d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h o s e  t h e n  p r e s e n t .  L e t  u s  a ls o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  
w h e n  t h e y  d e l in e a t e  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  o f  a  p r e s e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  
t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  le d ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  p e r s o n ,  t o  r e v e a l  th e  
s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a t  a  d i s t a n c e ; a n d  t h a t  t h o u g h  
t h e s e  i n f o r m a t i o n s  a r e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  c o n f o r m a b le  t o  w h a t  
i s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  a ls o  i n  p a r t  u n k n o w n  
t o  h i m .

L e t  u s  r e m e m b e r ,  t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  o f  a  f i r s t  n a m e ,  o r  
e v e n  a  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a n  a b s e n t  p e r s o n ,  o f t e n  s u ff ic e s  
f o r  s o m e  s p e c ia l l y  e n d o w e d  p e r c ip i e n t s  t o  b e c o m e  i n f o r m e d  o f  
h i s  b o d i l y  a s p e c t ,  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h is  h e a l t h ,  h is  s o c ia l 
s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  h is  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t .  C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  s u c h  
m a n i f e s t a t io n s  w e  a r e  u n a b le  t o  p e r c e iv e  w h e n c e  m e ta g n o m ic  
s u b je c t s  d r a w  t h e i r  p a r a n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e .  W e  r e c k o n  t h a t  th e  
p e r s o n  p r e s e n t  c a n n o t  u n c o n s c io u s ly  s u g g e s t  t h e  r e v e la t io n s  
m a d e ,  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  t h e i r  s u b s t a n c e  : a n d  a s  n o t h in g  
i n  o u r  s c ie n t i f i c  a t t a i n m e n t s  h a s  p r e p a r e d  u s  f o r  t h a t ,  w e  h o ld  i t  
h i g h l y  i m p r o b a b le  t h a t  a  s u b je c t  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  t o  p la c e  h im s e l f  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  a t  a n y  d is t a n c e ,  i n  i n t e r p s y c h i c  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  h u m a n  b e in g ,  a n d  s t i l l  m o r e  w i t h  h u m a n  b e in g s  i n  o t h e r  
w i d e l y  s e p a r a te d  p la c e s .

B u t  i f  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h i s  k i n d  g o  t o o  f a r  b e y o n d  o u r  c o n c e p ts
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o f  m a n  a s  t h i n k e r  a n d  t h e  c a p a c i t ie s  o f  o u r  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  t o  le a d  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  
t h e  s u b je c t s  u n c o n s c io u s ly  le a d  e v e n  t h e  in e x p e r ie n c e d  i n v e s t i 
g a t o r  t o  a  p r o c e e d in g  e m i n e n t l y  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  a t  a  d is t a n c e ,  f o r  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  a s k e d  f o r  
m o r e  a b u n d a n t  a n d  p r e c is e  d e t a i l s  o n  a  l i v i n g  a b s e n t  p e r s o n ,  
t h e y  s a y : N o t h i n g  m o r e  c o m e s  t o  m e  ; “ I  w a n t  s o m e t h in g  
b e lo n g in g  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  e n a b le  m e  t o  s a y  m o r e . ”

I t  is ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n  t h i s  th in g  b e lo n g in g  to th e  p e r s o n  t h a t  t h e  f ie ld  
o f  i n s t r u c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  t o  b e  s o u g h t .  T h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
is  n o  lo n g e r  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  s u b je c t  w h o  d r a w s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  
a n  u n r e a c h a b le  s o u r c e ; h e  h a s  b e f o r e  h i m  o n e  w h o  is  in f l u e n c e d  
b y  a n  o b j e c t  t h a t  s o m e  o n e  h a s  t o u c h e d  o r  p o s s e s s e d  : a n d  f r o m  
t h a t  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e ,  h e  le a v e s  p u r e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  o n  o n e  s id e  
t o  s t u d y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a  r e l a t i v e l y  f i x e d  f a c t o r .  H e  h a s  t h e  
m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r ,  w h ic h  l a t t e r  h e  c a n  
v a r y  a t  p le a s u r e  a s  t o  i t s  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  t o  w h ic h  
h e  p u t s  i t .  T h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  m e t h o d  w o r k s  a s  i t  d i d  i n  t h e  c a s e  
o f  p e r s o n a l  p r e s e n c e .  W e  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  p a s s iv e  s p e c t a t o r s  o f  a  
p a r a n o r m a l  p h e n o m e n o n  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m m o n  m e a s u r e  b e t w e e n  
o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  o u r  m e a n s  o f  p e r c e p t io n ,  w e  a r e  a c t i v e  
o b s e r v e r s  o f  e x p e r im e n t a l  v ic i s s i t u d e s  t h a t  c a n  b e  v a r ie d  t i l l  t h e  
o b s c u r i t y  c le a r s .  W e  a r e  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  t o  im a g in e  t h e o r ie s  
a c c o r d in g  t o  p r e c o n c e iv e d  o p in io n s  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t e n d e n c ie s ,  
bu t to m a k e  N a tu r e  sp e a k .

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  h u m a n  s u b je c t  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  
t h e  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  t h e n  b e c o m e s  :— W h a t  is  
t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  p la c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  ?

O b v io u s l y  o u r  p r e s e n t  k n o w le d g e  i n  p h y s ic s  a n d  p h y s io lo g y  
d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  o f  d i r e c t  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  p a r t  p la y e d  b y  t h i s  
o b j e c t ; b u t  i n d i r e c t l y ,  u n d e r  c le a r  in fe r e n c e s  f r o m  c e r t a in  
e x p e r im e n t a l  f a c t s ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  n a tu re  o f  t h e i r  
f u n c t io n ,  a n d  t h i s  is  w h a t  i s  o f  i m p o r t  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p r o b le m  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u rc e s  o f  m e t a g n o m y .

H e r e ,  a s  i n  t h e  p r e c e d in g  c h a p t e r ,  i t  w i l l  s u f f ic e  t o  c o l le c t  a n d  
c o m p a r e  s o m e  v e r i f i c a t io n s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  b o o k  w h ic h  
w i l l  s h o w  t h e  e x p la n a t i o n  t h a t  f lo w s  f r o m  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  is  a d a p t e d  
t o  t h e m  a l l .

B y  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
m e t a g n o m ic  f a c t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  q u o t e d ,  a n d  b y  t h e  a n a ly s is  o f  
t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p r o ce s su s  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  h a v e  
le a r n e d  h o w  a n  o b je c t  p la c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d  o r  o n  t h e  fo r e h e a d  o f  
c e r t a in  s e n s i t iv e s  s e ts  i n  m o t i o n  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  " T a c u l t y  w i t h  
r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  t h a t  o b je c t  p e r t a in s .
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T h i s  a t  l e a s t  i s  h o w  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  a p p e a r s ,  t a k in g  th e  
t o t a l i t y  o f  c a s e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t .  I t  h a p p e n s  s o m e t im e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h a t  a  s u b j e c t  i n s t e a d  o f  r e c e i v i n g  a n d  r e v e a l in g  k n o w le d g e  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e s i r e d ,  r e v e a ls  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  o f  a n o th e r  
p e r s o n ,  u s u a l l y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  s u r r o u n d in g s ,  o r  w h o m  
e n q u i r y  e n a b le s  u s  e a s i l y  t o  i d e n t i f y .  P s y c h is t s  w h o  h a v e  
o b s e r v e d  t h i s  s a w  i n  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  d i v e r s i o n  f r o m  t h e  a s s ig n e d  
e n d ,  a n  e r ro r  o f  d ir e c t io n .

N o w  i t  i s  n o t  a n  e r r o r  o f  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  ig n o r a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  o b s e r v e r  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e t e r m i n i s m  o f  m e t a g n o m y  w h e n  
a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  o b j e c t  i s  u s e d .  I  s h o u l d  m y s e l f  d o u b t le s s  h a v e  
f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  s a m e  m i s t a k e  h a d  I  n o t  m e t  w i t h  a  m e ta g n o m ic  
s u b je c t  w o r k i n g  i n  d e e p  h y p n o s i s ,  M m e  M o r e l ,  w h o  is  s p e c ia l ly  
e n d o w e d  w i t h  f a c u l t y  a d a p t e d  t o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e x p e r im e n t ,  a n d  
t h e r e b y  f a v o u r s  a  s t u d y  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h  m o s t  s u b je c t s ; 
a t  a n y  r a t e  w i t h  s u c h  a s  I  h a v e  o b s e r v e d .

T h e  m a n y  d i v e r s e  e x p e r im e n t s  t h a t  I  h a v e  m a d e  w i t h  M m e  
M o r e l  h a v e  t a u g h t  m e  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  p la c e d  i n  h e r  h a n d s  a v a ils  
t o  s e t  h e r  f a c u l t y  i n  a c t i o n  n o t  b y  t h e  f a c t  o f  h a v in g  b e lo n g e d  to  
s u c h  a n d  s u c h  a  p e r s o n ,  b u t  b y  h a v i n g  b e e n  t o u c h e d  b y  t h a t  
p e r s o n .

T h i s  a p p e a r s  s o  c l e a r l y  f r o m  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  t h i s  s e n s i t iv e  t h a t  
o n e  is  i m p e l l e d  t o  t h i n k  h e r  c a p a b le  o f  p l a c i n g  h e r  f a c u l t y  a t  th e  
s e r v ic e  o f  e a c h  h u m a n  b e in g  w h o  h a s  t o u c h e d  t h e  o b je c t  g iv e n  
t o  h e r .

E a c h  o f  m y  e x p e r im e n t s  b y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  a r t i c l e  p e r t a in 
i n g  t o  p e r s o n s  u n k n o w n  t o  m e ,  h a s  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  p r o c e e d e d  o n  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s :

“  L o o k  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  t h i s  o b j e c t  b e lo n g s . ”
T o  w h i c h  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  r e p l i e d  b y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o r  m o r a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s o m e  o n e  i n  w h o m  I  h a d  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e c o g n iz in g  
m y s e l f  o r  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  h a d  b r o u g h t  t h e  a r t i c l e  t o  m e .

I  t h e n  s a id ,  “  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  y o u  t o  s p e a k  o f  m e  o r  o f  t h e  p e rs o n  
w h o  b r o u g h t  t h i s  ; l o o k  (e .g .  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  w r i t t e n  p a p e r )  f o r  
t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  w r o t e  t h i s  p a p e r ,  c a r r y  b a c k  t o  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  i t  
w a s  w r i t t e n . ”

S o m e t im e s  t h e  s u b je c t  t h u s  d i r e c t e d ,  w o u l d  f i x  a t  o n c e  u p o n  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e s i r e d  ; a t  o t h e r  t im e s  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  w h o  h a d  
t o u c h e d  t h e  t h i n g  w o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  t o  h e r  m i n d ,  a n d  o n  c e n s o r in g ,  
t h e  m a t t e r  ( n e g a t i v e  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  g i v e n  a s  o b je c t iv e )  
w o u l d  b e  e x a c t  f o r  s o m e  o t h e r  i n  t h a t  p e r s o n ’ s  s u r r o u n d in g s .  
O c c a s io n a l l y  n o  c o n c lu s io n  c o u ld  b e  r e a c h e d ,  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
b e in g  u n a b l e  t o  m a k e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e x t e n s iv e  e n q u i r i e s .

I f  t h e  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  o f  M m e  M o r e l ,  s o  d e l i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m e re  
c o n t a c t  o f  a n  o b j e c t  p la c e s  i t  a t  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  
t h e  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  t o u c h e d  i t ,  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  m e  w i t h  s ta n c e s
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r i c h  i n  m a t e r i a l  o n  p e r s o n s  a t  a  d is t a n c e ,  I  s o o n  a v o id e d  t h e  
h e a v y  a n d  i r k s o m e  w o r k  t h a t  s u c h  e x p e r im e n t s  i n v o l v e  b y  
t a k i n g  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n  t o  a s k  f r o m  o c c a s io n a l  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  s o m e  
d a t u m  s u c h  a s  n o t  t o  v i t i a t e  r e s u l t s  b y  b r i n g i n g  m y  o w n  m e n t a l  
c o n t e n t  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  y e t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  u s e le s s  
d e v ia t io n s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  e x p r e s s e d  s u c h . 1

M y  w o r k  w i t h  M m e  M o r e l  s o o n  s a t is f ie d  m e  t h a t  a  m e t a g n o m ic  
s u b je c t  s p e c ia l l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  m o d a l i t i e s  o f  e n e r g y  w i t h  w h ic h  
w e  im p r e g n a t e  t h e  t h in g s  t h a t  w e  t o u c h ,  is  a b le  t o  c o g n iz e  e a c h  
o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  t o u c h e d  a n  o b j e c t  a s  i f  t h a t  p e r s o n  w e r e  t h e r e  
p r e s e n t .  A n d  i n  t h e  s e q u e l  i t  w a s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r t a in  t h a t  
M m e  M o r e l  n e v e r  c o n fu s e d  t h e  r e s p e c t iv e  s ta t e s  o f  l i f e  b r o u g h t  t o  
h e r  m i n d  b y  m a n u a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  o b je c t .  E v e r y  
fe e l in g ,  a c t ,  s c e n e ,  a n d  e v e n t  w re r e  a s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  
w h o m  t h e y  p e r t a in e d  ; i t  w a s  e v e n  t h e  s a m e  a s  r e g a r d s  e r r o r s .

A s  s o o n  a s  th e s e  t w o  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n c lu s io n s  w e r e  f i x e d  i n  m y  
m in d  b y  s im p le ,  o r  I  m i g h t  s a y  p a s s iv e ,  o b s e r v a t io n ,  I  c o m p le t e d  
t h e  le s s o n  t h e y  c a r r i e d  b y  a c t i v e  o b s e r v a t io n s  d i r e c t e d  t o  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  e n d .  I  t h u s  v e r i f i e d  t o  s a t i e t y ,  b y  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  e x p e r i 
m e n ts ,  t h a t  i n  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  
a r t i c l e  u s e d  is  tr a n sito r y ,  a n d  f o r  s o m e  p e r c ip ie n t s  n o t even  
n ecessa ry .

T r a n s ito r y ,  b e c a u s e  t h o u g h  in d is p e n s a b le  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  s ta n c e ,  t h e  t h i n g  c a n  b e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  h a n d  o f  M m e  
M o r e l  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  h e r  f a c u l t y : a n d  
a ls o  b e c a u s e  i t  b e c o m e s  u s e le s s  i n  l a t e r  s ta n c e s  o n  t h e  s a m e  
p e r s o n .

N o t  n ecessa ry , b e c a u s e  s o m e  s e n s i t iv e s  b e h a v e  t o w a r d s  t h e  
d i s t a n t  p e r s o n  a s  i f  h e  w 'e re  n e a r ,  a n d  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
t o u c h i n g  a  t h i n g  c o m in g  f r o m  t h a t  p e r s o n ,  b u t  a lw a y s  u n d e r  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
s o m e  n o t io n ,  h o w e v e r  s l i g h t ,  o f  t h e  g i v e n  p e r s o n a l i t y .

T h i s  i s  s u f f i c ie n t  t o  e n a b le  u s  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  
d i s t a n t  p e r s o n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  o b je c t  p u t  i n  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  
s e n s i t i v e  is  n o t  t h a t  o f  c o n v e y in g  t h e  m y s t e r io u s  s u b s t a n c e  o f  
t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n s .  I t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  m e a n s ,  p r o v is i o n a l l y  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  s o m e  b u t  n o t  t o  o t h e r s ,  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  
r e a l  s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  c o g n i t i o n .

I f  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  s h o u ld  n o t  s e e m  j u s t i f i e d  b y  t h e  d a t a  g i v e n  
b y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  h e r e  is  a n o t h e r  v e r i f i e d  f a c t  w h ic h  s h o u ld  r e m o v e  
a l l  d o u b t :

W ith  a n  a r tic le  p o sse s se d  or to u ch ed  by a  p e r s o n  ta k e n  a s

1 T h u s , b e fo re  p r o c e e d in g  o n  t h e  t a s k  o f  d is c o v e r in g  a  m is sin g  m a n  (see  
p . 12 3 ), I o b ta in e d  fro m  M . M ir a u lt  o n ly  tw o  d a t a — the man was old and walked 
with a stoop.
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o b je c tiv e  f o r  p a r a n o r m a l c o g n it io n ,  th a t  a r t ic le  h a v in g  never again  

b e e n  to u c h e d  b y  th e  p e r s o n ,  a n  e x p e r im e n te r  c a n  (p erson ally  or 
th r o u g h  o th ers) h a v e  a s  m a n y  m e ta g n o m ic  s e a n c e s  a s h e  m a y choose. 
T h e  a r t ic le  r e ta in s  its  in fo r m a t iv e  .

T h u s  a  t h i n g  i n v a r i a b l e  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  t o  t h e  « th s e a n c e  in  i t s  
p o w e r  t o  g e n e r a t e  p h e n o m e n a ,  s e ts  i n  m o t i o n  p a r a n o r m a l  k n o w 
le d g e  w h i c h  in c r e a s e s  f r o m  o n e  s e a n c e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a s  I  h a v e  
d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  s in c e  a t  e a c h  n e w  s ta n c e  n e w  
s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  a r e  r e v e a le d ,  e r r o r s  a r e  r e c t i f i e d  o r  n o t  re p e a te d ,  
a n d  t h e  e v e n t s  p r e v i o u s l y  s p o k e n  o f  a s  b e in g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a re  
r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  p a s t  b y  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t s .

T h i s  i s  k n o w n  t o  e v e r y  p s y c h i s t  w h o  h a s  m a d e  e v e n  a  s l ig h t  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a n  a b s e n t  p e r s o n  b y  m e a n s  
o f  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t .  E v e r y o n e  c a n  e a s i l y  v e r i f y  t h is ,  i t  is  a  
f a c t  w h i c h  s o o n  c o m m a n d s  a t t e n t i o n .

I t s  s ig n if ic a n c e  i s  n o  d o u b t  le s s  o b v io u s ,  f o r  I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  
h e a r d  o r  r e a d  t h a t  t h e  i n f e r e n c e  i n v o l v e d ,  a s  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  
s o u r c e s ,  h a s  b e e n  d e d u c e d  f r o m  i t .  B u t  i f  s u b m i t t e d  t o  c lo se  
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  r e a s o n ,  i s  i t  n o t  s t r i c t l y  l o g i c a l  t h a t  a n  o b je c t  w h e n  
i t  is  t h e  in v a r ia b le  fa c t o r  i n  a  m e t a g n o m y  t h a t  is  in  constant 
v a r ia t io n ,  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  f o c u s  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  a n d  s u p p l ie s  p e r 
c ip i e n t s  w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e i r  r e v e la t i o n s  ?

H a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n ,  r o o t e d  i n  e x p e r im e n t a l  p r a c t ic e ,  
a n  i n d u c t i o n  a t  o n c e  f o l l o w s .  S in c e  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a n  a b s e n t  
p e r s o n  i n  s e a n c e s  a t  i n t e r v a l s  o f  t i m e  a l w a y s  v a r ie s  p r o 
g r e s s iv e ly ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  s h o u l d  l o g i c a l l y  b e  p la c e d  in  
t h a t  w h i c h  is a ls o  p r o g r e s s i v e ly  v a r y i n g  a n d  n o t  i n  t h a t  w h ic h  
is  u n v a r y i n g .

E x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  th e  
k i n d  h e r e  u n d e r  d is c u s s io n  is  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h r e e  f a c t o r s :

T h e  o b je ct th a t s t im u la te s ,  i n v a r i a b l e  f r o m  o n e  s e a n c e  t o  a n o t h e r  
i n  i t s  f u n c t i o n  a n d  i t s  m y s t e r i o u s  c o n t e n t .

T h e  m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c t ,  a  p s y c h ic  i n s t r u m e n t ,  i n v a r i a b l e  as  
r e g a r d s  h i s  p s y c h o - p h y s i o l o g ic a l  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
o b j e c t  a n d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d .

T h e  p e r s o n a lity  a s s ig n e d  a s  o b je c tiv e ,  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  v a r y i n g  b y  
t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  m o r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t e n d e n c ie s  a n d  i n  t h e  o r g a n ic  
a n d  s o c ia l  c u r r e n t  o f  h i s  l i f e .

I f  t h e  s o u r c e  w h e n c e  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  d r a w s  h i s  r e v e la t i o n s  is  i n  t h e  
p la c e  w h e r e  t h e r e  is  a  p r o g r e s s iv e  e v o l u t i o n  a g r e e in g  w i t h  t h e  
p r o g r e s s iv e  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  i n  t h e  h u m a n  
b e in g ,  m o r e  o r  le s s  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e ,  w h o s e  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  t h e  
s e n s i t i v e  d e l in e a te s .

E x p e r i m e n t  t h e r e f o r e  le a d s  u s  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  c a s e  o f
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m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  d i s t a n t  p e r s o n  a s  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h a t  w h e n  t h a t  
p e r s o n  is  i n  p r e s e n c e .  T h e  t w o  c a s e s  d i f f e r  o n l y  b y  d i s t a n c e  i n  
s p a c e . T h e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t  a p p e a r s  a s  o n e  m o d e  o f  l i n k i n g  
t w o  p s y c h is m s ,  a  p s y c h o - p h y s i o l o g ic a l  m e a n s  o f  e n a b l in g  t h e  
s u b je c t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  o n e  h u m a n  b e in g  i n  t h e  c r o w d  o f  o t h e r  
h u m a n  b e in g s ,  a n d  t o  e x e r c is e  h i s  p a r a n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  u p o n  
t h a t  o n e .

T h is  n o t i o n  is  c o n f i r m e d  o n  t h i n k i n g  o v e r  c e r t a i n  m o d e s  o f  
m e t a g n o m ic  f u n c t i o n  o n  a  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t .  S o m e  s e n s i t i v e s  p r e f e r  
t o  t o u c h  a n  o b j e c t  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  h a v e  b o d i l y  c o n t a c t ,  h a v in g  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
f a c u l t y  w o r k s  b e t t e r  s o . T h e  f lu i d s ,  t h e y  s a y ,  a r e  m o r e  f a v o u r 
a b le  i n  t h i s  w a y .  T h i s  o b v io u s l y  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e i r  s e n s i t iv e n e s s  
t o  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  t h a t  e m a n a te s  f r o m  h u m a n  b e in g s  is  s u c h  t h a t  
i t  is  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a n d  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  m o v e d  a t  a  s l i g h t  d is t a n c e  
t h a n  b y  c o n t i n u o u s  b o d i l y  c o n d u c t io n .

T h i s  n o t i o n  is  f u r t h e r  c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s e n s i t i v e  
w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s ,  r e m a in s  a t  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  
o n e  i f  h e  h o ld s  i n  h i s  h a n d  s o m e t h in g  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h a t  o n e ,  b u t  
e a s i ly  d e v ia t e s  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  i f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  l i n k  is  t a k e n  
a w a y .

S u c h  e x p e r im e n t a l  c a s e s  m a y  b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  e x a m p le s  a t  
s l i g h t  d is t a n c e  o f  w h a t  m e t a g n o m y  is  a t  a l l  d is t a n c e s .  T h e  p s y c h o -  
p h y s io lo g ic a l  p r o c e s s u s  i s  t h e  s a m e ,  o n l y  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s p a c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  d e l in e a t e d  d i f f e r s .

U n d e r  w h a t  a u t h o r i t y  d o  w e  d e m u r  t o  t h i s  ? C e r t a i n l y  n o t  
t h a t  o f  s c ie n c e  w h ic h  is  e q u a l l y  u n a b le  t o  e x p la in  p a r a n o r m a l  
c o g n i t i o n  w h e t h e r  n e a r  o r  f a r .

I t  i s  n e v e r th e le s s  t o  b e  d e s ir e d  t h a t  t h i s  l o c a l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e ,  b a s e d  p a r t l y  o n  e x p e r im e n t a l  c o n c lu s io n s  
a n d  p a r t l y  o n  lo g ic ,  s h o u ld  b e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  d i r e c t  e x p e r im e n t a l  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  b y  w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  i n d u b i t a b l y  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  
m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  a n d  t h e  d i s t a n t  h u m a n  b e in g  w h o s e  s ta t e s  
o f  l i f e  a r e  d e l in e a t e d ,  p r o d u c e  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n o n  b y  
m e n t a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  T h is  w is h  a r is e s  f r o m  a  le g i t i m a t e  r e s p e c t  
f o r  t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  m e t h o d ,  b u t  i t  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  c o m p le t e  
m is r e a d in g  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n .  I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h e  
t w o  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  c o g n iz e r  a n d  t h e  c o g n iz e d ,  a r e  
f r o m  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  b o t h  u n c o n s c io u s .  T h e  
p e r s o n  a t  a  d is t a n c e  is  i g n o r a n t  o f  h is  o w n  t h o u g h t - c o n t e n t  a n d  
o f  w h a t  t a k e s  p la c e  w h e n  m e t a g n o m y  is  e x e r c is e d  u p o n  h i m .  
S i m i l a r l y  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  k n o w s  n e i t h e r  h o w  n o r  w h e n c e  t h e  
k n o w le d g e  t h a t  h e  e x p re s s e s  c o m e s  t o  h i m .  C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h i s  
i n t e r p s y c h i c  l a t e n t  w o r k ,  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  s ta n d s  w i t h o u t  a n y  
r e c o r d in g  i n s t r u m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  m e a n s  o f  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l ,  a n d
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e v e n  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u b j e c t i v e  i n d i c a t i o n s .  H i s  o n l y  m e a n s  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a r e  i n d i r e c t .  S t u d y  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r 
m e d i a r y  o b j e c t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e m .  A n o t h e r  i s  t h e  a n a ly s is  ( in  
m e t a g n o m y  a t  a  d i s t a n c e )  o f  t h e  t r a n s m is s i o n  o f  m is t a k e n  b e lie fs ,  
o f  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  h a v e  n o  s e q u e l ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  
t h e  s e n s i t i v e  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  i n  s u c c e s s iv e  
s e a n c e s .  T h i s  b e lo n g s  t o  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r .

A m o n g  a l l  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s  w h i c h  w e  c a n  c o n c e iv e  a n d  a c c e p t ,  
t h a t  o f  i n t e r p s y c h i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  is  t h e  o n ly  o n e  
s u g g e s t e d  b y  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h ic h  w h e n  
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a ,  m a k e s  t h e m  g e n e r a l ly  
i n t e l l i g i b l e .

A n d  i f  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a d m i t t e d  a s  p r o b a b l e  o r  p o s s ib le  t h a t  
m e t a g n o m i c  s e n s i t i v e s  h a v e  t h e  f a c u l t y  ( o n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  p s y c h o 
p h y s i c a l  l i n k )  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e m s e lv e s  in s t a n t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  h u m a n  
i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e ,  t h e  c a s e  o f  m e t a g n o m y  in  
p r o p i n q u i t y ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  a t  f i r s t  t h e  s im p l e s t ,  b e c o m e s  s t r a n g e ly  
c o m p l e x ,  f o r  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  b e  m a d e  u p  o f  u n a n a ly s a b le  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  l a t e n t  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t ,  o f  
t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r ,  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  o f  t h e  a b s e n t  
p e r s o n s  t o  w h o m  r e f e r e n c e s  c r o p  u p .

B e y o n d  t h e  h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  t h a t  o u r  s e n s e s  d e t a c h  f r o m  
t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  N a t u r e ,  w e  g l im p s e  a n  im m e n s e  m e n t a l  w o r ld  
s u b ja c e n t  t o  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e n t i t i e s  s e e m  t o  b e  
l i n k e d  i n  a n  i n c o n c e i v a b le  c o l l e c t i v e  p s y c h ic  l i f e .  I t  i s  f r o m  t h is  
v a s t  l a t e n t  l i f e  o f  t h o u g h t s ,  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t h a t  s e n s i t i v e s  u n c o n 
s c io u s ly  d r a w  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  r e v e la t i o n s ,  b e in g  e n d o w e d  
w i t h  a  s e n s e  t h a t  e n a b le s  t h e m  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  e v o lv i n g  s c h e m e s  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .  M e t a g n o m y  o n  p e r s o n s  d is ta n t  i n  t im e  w i l l  
a p p e a r  t o  u s  s t i l l  m o r e  s t r a n g e  a n d  c o m p l e x .



C H A P T E R  I V

W H E N  A  M E T A G N O M I C  S U B J E C T  T A K E S  C O G N I Z A N C E  
O F  T H E  S T A T E S  O F  L I F E  O F  A  H U M A N  B E I N G  
D I S T A N T  I N  T I M E ,  W H E N C E  D O E S  H E  D R A W  
H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N  ?

D
E S P I T E  t h e i r  a p p a r e n t l y  f u n d a m e n t a l  s i m i l a r i t y ,  
m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  p e r s o n  d is ta n t  i n  s p a c e  a n d  t h a t  
o n  a  p e r s o n  d is ta n t  i n  t im e  p r e s e n t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  
t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  w h ic h  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h o r o u g h l y .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  l ie s  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  i n  t h e  l a s t  p h a s e  o f  e x p e r i m e n t — t h e  
c e n s o r s h ip .  F o r  i f  i t  i s  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  p o s s ib le ,  i f  n o t  e a s y ,  t o  c e n s o r  
m e t a g n o m y  i n  S p a c e ,  i t s  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  
i n  T i m e ,  a s  a  b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  u s e f u l  t y p e s  o f  e x p e r i m e n t  
w i l l  s h o w .

I .  E x p e r im e n ts  i n  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  o b je c tiv e  i s  e n t ir e ly  i n  th e  
fu t u r e .

T w o  e x p e r im e n t a l  t y p e s  a r e  t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h e r e .
T h e  f i r s t  in c lu d e s  t h e  c a s e s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  s u b je c t  t a k e s  

c o g n iz a n c e  o f  a  f u t u r e  h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  a  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  a n d  t h e  u l t e r i o r  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  
l i v e s .  T a k e  a s  a n  in s t a n c e ,  w h e n  a  s e n s i t i v e  a n n o u n c e s  t o  a  
m o t h e r  t h e  a p p r o a c h in g  b i r t h  o f  h e r  c h i l d ,  d e l i n e a t i n g  i t s  p h y s i c a l ,  
m o r a l  a n d  m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  d e s c r ib in g  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  m o r e  
o r  le s s  c o m p l e t e ly .  I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  t h i s  is  n o t  ( i n d u b i t a b l y  a t  
a n y  r a t e ) ,  a  c a s e  o f  d i r e c t  c o g n i t i o n ;  t h e  u n b o r n  c h i l d  b e in g  
c o g n iz e d  i n  t h e  l i f e - s e q u e n c e  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y .  C a s e s  o f  
t h i s  k i n d  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  t y p e s  d e s c r ib e d  i n  p r e c e d in g  c h a p t e r s .

A  s e c o n d  e x p e r im e n t a l  t y p e — t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h i c h  f i n d s  i t s  
p r o p e r  p la c e  h e r e — w o u ld  a n s w e r  t o  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  
w o u ld  s e e m  t o  p e r c e iv e  d i r e c t l y  a  h u m a n  b e in g  a s  y e t  u n b o r n  ; 
i f ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  a  s e n s i t i v e  w e r e  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t ,  
c h a r a c t e r ,  m o d e ,  a n d  s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  m a n  n o t  y e t  b o m  
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  f o r e c a s t ,  b u t  f o r e k n o w n  b e c a u s e  h e  w o u l d  
i n h a b i t  s u c h  a n d  s u c h  a  h o u s e  o r  l o d g i n g .

A  c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b e r  o f  t r i a l s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  w o u ld  b e  t h e  w a y  
t o  p r e p a r e  ( f o r  o u r  s u c c e s s o rs )  a  w e l l - f o u n d e d  j u d g m e n t  o n  t h e
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c a p a c i t y  o r  i n c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  ( a t  le a s t  s o  f a r  a s  possessed 
b y  t h e  s e n s i t i v e s  e m p lo y e d )  t o  s h o w  f o r e k n o w le d g e  o f  h u m a n  
l i v e s  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a s  i t  s e e m s  t h e y  c a n  o f  t h o s e  e n t i r e ly  
i n  t h e  p a s t .  B u t  w h i l e  t h e  c la i m s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w h o s e  re s u lts  
a r e  v e r i f i a b l e  a t  o n c e  o r  a t  s h o r t  d a t e  a r e  s o  p r e s s in g ,  w h o  w o u ld  
a c c e p t  t h e  t a s k  o f  u n d e r t a k i n g  a  s e r ie s  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  w h o s e  
c o n c l u s io n  m u s t  b e  l e f t  t o  a  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n ,  a n d  m ig h t ,  
m o r e o v e r ,  b e  e n t i r e l y  u s e le s s  ?

I I .  E x p e r im e n t s  i n  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  o b je c tiv e  h a s  liv e d  in  a 

r e la tiv e ly  d is ta n t  p a s t .

I n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  f a c t s  m e t a g n o m i c  o u t p u t  is  a s  e a s y  t o  o b t a in  
a s  f o r  p e r s o n s  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e .  C o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  o b je c t  s e ts  
t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  w h o le  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a s  i t  w a s  in  th e  
p a s t .  B u t  i t  i s  s c a r c e ly  e v e r  p o s s ib le  t o  c e n s o r  c o m p le t e ly  th e  
r e s u l t .

I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  h a d  o n e  c a s e  i n  w rh i c h  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  t o  d o  th is .
F o r  a  v a l i d  e x p e r i m e n t  i t  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t h a t  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t  

s h o u l d  b e  i g n o r a n t  w h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  p la c e d  i n  h i s  h a n d  r e p r e s e n ts ,  
a n d  t h e n  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  h i s  i n d i c a t i o n s  b y  t h e i r  a g re e 
m e n t  w i t h  w h a t  i s  k n o w n ,  o r  b y  t h e i r  v e r i s i m i l i t u d e .  H o w e v e r  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i s  m a y  b e ,  t h i s  r e s u l t  a l l o w s  o f  t h e  s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  
i t  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  f r o m  th e  
m e n t a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r — a  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  I  h a v e  
s o m e t im e s  v e r i f i e d .

O n l y  a n  e x p e r im e n t  i n  w h i c h  p e r c i p i e n t  a n d  e x p e r im e n t e r  w e re  
a l i k e  e n t i r e l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  o b je c t  
g i v e n  a s  s t i m u l u s ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  in f o r m a t i o n  
c o u ld  b e  c h e c k e d  i n  p a r t  o r  i n  w h o le  a g a i n s t  t h e  o b je c t iv e  
e v id e n c e  o f  v e s t ig e s ,  o f  d o c u m e n t s  u n k n o w n  t o  e v e r y  l i v i n g  
p e r s o n  t i l l  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  w o u l d  b e  r e a l l y  v a l i d .  O n ly  
t h u s  o n e  m i g h t  b e l ie v e ,  w i t h  s o m e  c h a n c e  o f  b e in g  c o r r e c t ,  t h a t  
o n e  is  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  d i r e c t  c o g n i t i o n  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  h u m a n  l i f e  
e n t i r e l y  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I  h a v e  lo n g  s e a r c h e d  i n  v a in  f o r  
s u c h  a  p r o o f .  I t  c a m e  t o  m e  s p o n t a n e o u s ly ,  a s  d e t a i le d  in  
C h a p t e r  I I I ,  P a r t  I .

M m e  M o r e l  o n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  a n  a m p u l l a  o f  o p a q u e  
g la s s  t o l d  m e  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n e d  b lo o d  f r o m  a  m a n  i n  t h e  a n c ie n t  
E a s t  w h o s e  m o d e  o f  l i f e ,  v i o l e n t  d e a t h ,  a n d  f u n e r a l  c e r e m o n ie s  
s h e  b r i e f l y  d e s c r ib e d .

A s  t h i s  s e a le d  v e s s e l  ( a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  p o s s e s s o r )  c o n t a in s  a  
l i q u i d  w h o s e  n a t u r e  n o  o n e  c a n  k n o w  t i l l  t h e  v e s s e l  i s  o p e n e d ,  I  
r e jo i c e d  a t  t h i s  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  c o n f o r m i t y  
o f  t h e  v i s i o n  b y  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  w i t h  t h e  a n t iq u e  r e a l i t y  w o u ld  h a v e  
u n d e n ia b le  s u p p o r t .  T h e  r e a d e r  k n o w s  w h y  t h e  v e r i f i c a t io n  
r e m a in s  i n  s u s p e n s e .

SU PER N O RM AL FACULTIES IN  MAN
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F o r  w a n t  o f  a n y  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  c a n  t a k e  
c o g n iz a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  h u m a n  l i v e s  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  
a p a r t  f r o m  w h a t  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  l i v i n g  p s y c h is m s ,  I  c a n  o n l y  
s t a t e  t h e  p r o b l e m  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e s  m a y  h e  i n  
th e s e  a s  i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  c a s e s  l a s t  m e n t i o n e d .

I I I .  E x p e r im e n ts  i n  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  o b je c tiv e  i s  i n  a  r e c e n t p a s t .

T h e  f ie ld  o f  u s e f u l  e x p e r im e n t  is  i n  f a c t  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  q u i t e  
r e c e n t  p a s t  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c e n s o r in g  r e s u l t s  
e x a c t ly .  E v e n  t h e n  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  k n o w  w h a t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  m a k e  a n  e x p e r im e n t  r e a l l y  c o n c lu s iv e .  I t  i s  n o t  
e n o u g h  t h a t  a  s e n s i t i v e  s h o u ld  r e v e a l  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  o f  a  
d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  f o r  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  
d i r e c t  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c t  c o n c e r n in g  a  h u m a n  b e in g  o f  t h e  p a s t : 
e v e r y t h in g  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  
p e r c e p t io n  o c c u r r e d .

W h e n  a  s e n s i t i v e  d e l in e a t e s  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  o f  a  p e r s o n  
p r e s e n t ,  a n d  d e s c r ib e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  b o d i l y  a s p e c t ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  
a n d  e p is o d e s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  f a t h e r  o r  g r a n d f a t h e r  d e c e a s e d , w h o m  
t h a t  p e r s o n  h a s  k n o w n  o r  h e a r d  m u c h  a b o u t ,  o n e  c a n  n e v e r  b e  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h e m s e lv e s  a r e  c o g n iz e d ,  b e y o n d  
w h a t  t h e  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  m a y  r e v e a l ,  e v e n  p e r h a p s  w h e n  t h e  m a t t e r  
r e v e a le d  s e e m s  n e c e s s a r i ly  u n k n o w n  t o  h i m .

W h e n  M y e r s  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 9 1 ,  s e n t  t o  S i r  O l i v e r  L o d g e  a  
s e a le d  e n v e lo p e  w h o s e  c o n t e n t s ,  w r i t t e n  b y  h i m s e l f ,  h e  a lo n e  
k n e w ,  a s k in g  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  o n l y  b e  o p e n e d  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  w h e n  
a  m e d iu m  s h o u ld  h a v e  r e v e a le d  i t s  t e n o r ,  h e  t h o u g h t  h e  h a d  
g i v e n  a  m e a n s  o f  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  a n d  o f  p r o v i n g  
s u r v i v a l  a f t e r  d e a t h .  T h e  r e s u l t  is  w e l l  k n o w n .  M y e r s  d i e d  i n  
1 9 0 1 .  T h e  l e t t e r  w a s  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 0 4 ,  a f t e r  M r s .  V e r r a l l ,  a  
s p i r i t u a l i s t  m e d iu m  o f  r e p u t e ,  w a s  s u r e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  o b t a i n e d  t h e  
c o n t e n t  u n d e r  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  i t s  a u t h o r .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  t e x t s ,  e i t h e r  i n  w o r d i n g  o r  id e a s .  T h e  
e x p e r im e n t  w a s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  r a d i c a l l y  v i t i a t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
in t e n d e d .  E v e n  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  f u l l y  s u c c e s s fu l  i t  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
j u s t i f i e d  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  M y e r s  w is h e d ,  s in c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  
a b le  t o  a f f i r m  i n s p i r a t i o n  b y  t h e  d e c e a s e d  i t  w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  b e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  a  s e a le d  l e t t e r  i s  
im p o s s ib le  t o  a  l i v i n g  p e r s o n ,  e v e n  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  
w r i t t e n  m a t t e r  b y  m e a n s  o u t s id e  t h e  n o r m a l  s e n s e s . T h e r e  a r e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i n  m e t a p s y c h ic  l i t e r a t u r e  f a c t s  w h ic h  d e p r i v e  e x p e r i 
m e n t s  s u c h  a s  M y e r s  d e v is e d  o f  a l l  v a lu e  a s  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n . 1

1 E .  B o ir a c  le d  h is  s u b je c t  L u d o v i c  t o  r e a d  in  t h e  d a r k , a  t e x t  u n k n o w n  t o  
b o th , b y  p a s s in g  a  fin g e r o v e r  th e  p a p e r  ( L a  Psychologi$ In co nnu$, p . 2 4 5 ).

H e r e w a r d  C a r r in g to n , E d is o n , J . M a x w e ll ,  a n d  S c h r e n c k - N o t z in g  a l l  v e r if ie d
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E v e n  c a s e s  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h a t  c i t e d ,  p a g e  1 6 2  an te, w h e n  
e x p e r i m e n t e r  a n d  p e r c i p i e n t  w e r e  b o t h  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  in  
h a n d ,  a r e  n o t  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g iv e n ,  
f o r  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  r e v e a le d  a  l i f e  k n o w n  i n  g r e a t  p a r t  t o  t w o  l i v in g  
p e r s o n s ,  a n d  n o  o n e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  c a n  k n o w  t h e  l i m i t s  t o  
m e n t a l  i n t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n  m e t a g n o m i c  w o r k i n g .

W i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  e x a m p le s  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  e a s i l y  p e r c e iv e  h o w  
d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  w h e n  m e t a g n o m y  is  b e i n g  e x e r c is e d  o n  c o m p le te d  
h u m a n  l i v e s  t o  d e v is e  a n  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  w h i c h  n o  e x p la n a t o r y  
h y p o t h e s i s  o t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n  f r o m  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  
c o n c e r n e d  c a n  b e  a d v a n c e d .

I n  m y  p e r s o n a l  r e s e a r c h e s  I  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
m is s in g  p e r s o n s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s e q u e l  t o  b e  d e a d ,  a s  t h e  o n l y  d a ta  
o n  m e t a g n o m y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p a s t  h u m a n  l i v e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  
p r o b a b l e  a c t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  p s y c h is m s .

I t  i s  r a r e l y  t h a t  s u c h  f a c t s  d o  n o t  c a r r y  s o m e  im p e d im e n t s  t o  
t h a t  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  r e l a t e d .  I  h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  o n e  o n  
w h i c h  s i le n c e  w a s  n o t  d e m a n d e d . 1 I t  i s  s im p le ,  u n s e n s a t io n a l ,  
b u t  q u i t e  t y p i c a l ,  a n d  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  s t a t e  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  
i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  p e r s o n  d i s t a n t  
i n  t i m e .

F r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  b o o k  ( t h e  o n l y  o n e  n o w  in  
q u e s t i o n ) ,  t h e  c a s e  r e s o lv e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h i s  c o m p l e x  o f  c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s  :

O n  M a r c h  2 n d ,  1 9 1 4 ,  a  m a n  w h o  l i v e d  i n  t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s  o f  a  
c o u n t r y - h o u s e  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C h e r ,  l e f t  h is  h o u s e  a n d  
w a s  s e e n  n o  m o r e .  H e  w a s  s o u g h t  f o r  d u r i n g  t w e n t y  d a y s .  T h e r e  
w a s  n o  s l i g h t e s t  c lu e  t o  w h a t  h a d  b e c o m e  o f  h i m .  N o  o n e  k n e w  
a n y t h i n g  o f  h i s  l i f e  s in c e  h e  l e f t  h i s  h o m e .  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  e v e n  
t h a t  t h e  m a n  e x is t e d ,  a n d  I  u s e d  a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  u n d e r  
h y p n o s is ,  t o  w h o m  t h e  m a n  a n d  h i s  p la c e  o f  h a b i t a t i o n  w e re  
t o t a l l y  u n k n o w n .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w h e r e  n o  in f lu e n c e  
f r o m  a n y  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  c o u ld  b e  a l le g e d ,  t h e  p e r c ip i e n t  r e c o n s t i 
t u t e d  t h e  l a s t  e p is o d e s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  m is s in g  m a n ,  i n d i c a t i n g  
s t e p  b y  s t e p  t h e  p a t h  h e  h a d  t a k e n ,  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  s a w ,  h is  g e s tu r e s  
( s o m e  o f  w h ic h  w e r e  s a id  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  b e  c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c ) ,  h i s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  t h e  p la c e  w h e r e  h e  a w a i t e d  d e a t h ,  a n d  
h i s  b o d y  w a s  f o u n d  ; t h i s  p la c e  b e in g  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r ib e d  in  
d e t a i l .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  ( w h ic h  w o u ld

in  t u r n  t h a t  B e r t  R e e s e  e a s i ly  r e v e a le d  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  w r it t e n  o n  fo ld e d  p ap ers, 
m ix e d  t o g e th e r , h id d e n , a n d  s o m e  b u r n e d  b e fo r e  t h e  p e r c ip ie n t  s p o k e  o f  th em  
(Annales des Sciences Psychiques, M a r c h  a n d  N o v . ,  1 9 1 3 ) . D r . G e l e y  in  S e p t., 
1 9 2 1 ,  a n d  P r o fe s s o r  R i c h e t  p r o v e d  b y  c o n c lu s iv e  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  P o lish  
e n g in e e r  S t e p h a n  O s s o w ie c k i  c o u ld  r e a d  t h e  s e n se , a n d  s o m e t im e s  t h e  p h ra se s, of 
l e t t e r s  in  s e a le d  e n v e lo p e s  (Revue Metapsychique, 1 9 2 1 ,  N o . 8, a n d  19 2 2 , N os. 
3 a n d  4).

1 In t h i s  b o o k , p . 10 5 , a n d  t h e  Annales des Sci. Pys.t in extenso, A p r i l ,  1 9 14 .
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b e  c o m m o n  w e r e  t h e y  s o u g h t  f o r  a m o n g  p e r c ip i e n t s  o f  t h e  s a m e  
t y p e ) ,  o n e  is  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  m e t a g n o m i c  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  
p r o v e s  t h a t  e p is o d e s  k n o w n  o n l y  t o  a  d e a d  m a n  a r e  r e v e a le d  b y  
a  s e n s i t i v e  a s  i f  b y  d i r e c t  k n o w le d g e .

I n  s u c h  c a s e s ,  w h e n c e  d o  s e n s i t i v e s  d r a w  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  ?

S h a l l  w e  f i n d  t h e  a n s w e r  f r o m  w h a t  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t  c a n  
te a c h  u s  ?

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  e n q u i r e r  lo s e s  n e a r l y  a l l  h i s  m e a n s  
o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

I n  m e t a g n o m y  o n  l i v i n g  p e r s o n s  s t u d y  is  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t w o  
c o n s t a n t l y  v a r y i n g  f a c t o r s — t h e  s e n s i t i v e ,  v a r y i n g  f r o m  s t a n c e  
t o  s ta n c e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  ; a n d  f r o m  t h e  
p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d ,  v a r y i n g  f r o m  o n e  s e a n c e  t o  a n o t h e r  b y  t h e  
o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h is  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  i n  h i s  m e n t a l  c o n t e n t .  
O b s e r v a t io n ,  t a k i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c h a n g in g  r e l a t i v i t y  o f  t h e s e  
t w o  f a c t o r s ,  h a s  m a n y  d a t a  t h a t  c a n  b e  d i v e r s i f i e d  a t  w i l l  t o  t r a c e  
t h e  p a r a n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  t o  i t s  s o u r c e .

B u t  i n  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f a c t o r  h a s  
b e c o m e  i n v a r i a b l e  ; i t  i s  a  c o m p le t e d  l i f e ,  u n c h a n g e a b le ,  w h i c h  
w o u ld  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o n l y  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  p e r m a n e n t l y  i m m o b i 
l i s e d  i n  a  v a s t  a n d  i n c o n c e iv a b le  m e m o r y .  E x p e r i m e n t  lo s e s  
n e a r l y  a l l  p o w e r  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  is  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
o f  i n d i c a t i o n s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  c e n s o r s h ip  o f  t h e i r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
f a c t ,  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  c a n  t h r o w  n o  l i g h t  o n  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  t h e  
m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n o n  u n d e r  th e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  f ie l d  o f  r e s e a r c h  is  t h u s  r e s t r i c t e d ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  
r e m a in  s o m e  f a c t s  t h a t  m a y  d i r e c t  u s  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  a n d  s h o w  
a  w a y  f r o m  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c t  t o w a r d s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  k n o w 
le d g e  i t  b r in g s .

A c c u m u la te d  e x p e r im e n t sh o w s th a t s e n s it iv e s  d e a l w ith  a  d e a d  
p e r s o n a lity  i n  th e sa m e w a y  a s w ith  a l iv in g  o n e . T h e  e le c tiv e  a c t io n  
o f  th e ir  f a c u lt y  ta k e s  p la c e  i n  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r . T h e  in fo r m a t io n  
th e y  receiv e  a n d  e x p r e s s  a re  o f  th e  sa m e  k in d  a n d  re fe r  to  th e  s a m e  
m a tters.

T h e i r  f a c u l t y  is  s t i m u l a t e d  i n t o  a c t i o n  j u s t  a s  i n  d i s t a n t  c a s e s ,  
w h e t h e r  b y  a  p h y s i c a l  l i n k  ( u s in g  s o m e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t )  o r  b y  
a  m e n t a l  l i n k — t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s o m e  p e r s o n  b e l o n g in g  t o ,  o r  m o r e  
o r  le s s  r e p r e s e n t in g  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d .  I t  w a s  b y  t h e  
t o u c h  o f  a  n e c k e r c h ie f  b e lo n g in g  t o  M .  L e r a s le  t h a t  M m e  M o r e l  
r e c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  la s t  s ta g e s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  A n d  t h i s  p ie c e  o f  s t u f f  
( I  e m p h a s iz e  t h i s  f a c t )  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  a  w a r d r o b e  f o r  t r a n s 
m is s io n  t o  m e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h a d  o n l y  b e e n  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h e  m is s in g  m a n  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r a n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  i t  
i n s t i g a t e d .  T h e  m e r e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  m e m b e r  o f  M .  L e r a s le ’ s  
f a m i l y  w o u ld  h a v e  s e r v e d  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  a s  I  h a v e  v e r i f i e d  i n
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o t h e r  c a s e s  o f  t h e  k i n d .  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  f r o m  th e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  p l a y  t h e  s a m e  p a r t  i n  p r o d u c in g  th e  
p h e n o m e n o n ,  w i t h  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  
t h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s  a g e n t  o f  e r r o r  b y  t r a n s m is s io n  
o f  h i s  m e n t a l  c o n t e n t .

M o r e o v e r ,  m e t a g n o m y  o n  t h e  d e a d  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  fu r n is h e s  
t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a s  o f  t h e  l i v i n g .  W h a t  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  
r e v e a ls  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  i s  t h e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n 
a l i t y  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s iv e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e .  T h e  p e r c ip ie n t  
t a k e s  c o g n iz a n c e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e x is t e n c e  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  
i n f o r m a t i v e  a s p e c t s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  e n t i r e l y  c o m p l e t e d  o r  i n  c o u rs e  
o f  c o m p l e t i o n  : t i m e  d o e s  n o t  e n t e r  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  a s  a  f a c t o r  
m o d i f y i n g  t h e  f a c u l t y .

S in c e  t h e  s a m e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a l l o w  o f  t h e  s a m e  
c o g n i t i o n s  o n  t h e  h u m a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  w h e t h e r  l i v i n g  o r  d e a d ,  
w e  a r e  n o t  l e d  t o  t h i n k — I  d o  n o t  s a y  t o  c o n c lu d e ,  s in c e  t h e  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  d a t a  a r e  t o o  f e w  t o  w a r r a n t  d e f i n i t e  c o n c lu s io n —  
b u t  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  m e ta g n o m ic  
p h e n o m e n o n  a r e  s i m i l a r  w h e t h e r  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o g n iz e d  b e  
n e a r  a t  h a n d ,  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  o r  d i s t a n t  i n  t i m e  ?

C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  
b u r i e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  r e a l i t y  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  
f a c u l t y  o f  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s ,  w e  s t a n d  s t u p e f ie d ,  u n a b le  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  d is p o s e d  t o  r e j e c t  t h i s  i n f e r e n c e  f r o m  o b s e r v a t io n  
a n d  l o g i c  a s  a  p a r a d o x .  W ’h e n ,  i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  o n ly  
h y p o t h e s i s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a c t s  w a s  o f f e r e d  t o  u s —  
t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  in f l u e n c e  w a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  d i s t a n t  in  
s p a c e  w h o s e  l i f e  i s  d e l i n e a t e d  b y  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t ,  w e  f o u n d  i t  h a r d  
t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  o u r  m i n d s  t o  t h a t  id e a .  T h i s  p s y c h ic  p h e n o 
m e n o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m e d  i n  s o m e  d e g r e e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  b y  c o m p a r is o n  
w i t h  s o m e  r e c e n t  a c q u i s i t i o n s  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c ie n c e  s u c h  a s  w ir e le s s  
t e le p h o n y  a n d  t e le g r a p h y  : b u t  w e  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  c o m p a r e  
w i t h  m e t a g n o m y  o n  d e a d  p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h a t  w h ic h  s e e m e d  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  p o s s ib le  i n  s p a c e  s e e m s  t o  u s  a b s u r d  i n  t im e .  W e  
o p p o s e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a  p a s t  r e a l i t y  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  p o w e r  o f  o u r  m e n t a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a d a p t e d  t o  f u n c t io n  
a n a l y t i c a l l y  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s io n  o f  s e n s a t io n s .

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h e  f a c t s  b e a r  w i t n e s s  t h a t  m e t a g n o m y  o n  h u m a n  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i n  t i m e  is  a  v e r i f i a b l e  f a c t ; a n d  e x p e r im e n t a l  o b s e r 
v a t i o n  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  is  t h e  s a m e  w h e t h e r  
t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  q u e s t i o n  b e  l i v i n g  o r  d e c e a s e d .  I f  t h a t  is  
o p p o s e d  t o  o u r  m o d e s  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  t h a t  i s  b e c a u s e  o u r  m o d e s  o f  
t h i n k i n g  h a v e  t o  a d a p t  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  a n  o r d e r  o f  p h e n o m e n a  
m a n ife s te d  in d e e d  o n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p la n e  o f  o u r  o r d i n a r y  s e n s a 
t i o n s ,  b u t  o r ig in a t in g  o n  a n o t h e r  p la n e  o f  w h ic h  o u r  p h y s ic s  c a n  
g i v e  u s  n o  id e a .  M e t a g n o m y  d e a ls  w i t h  k n o w le d g e  r e a c h e d  b y

SUPERNORMAL FACULTIES IN MAN



o t h e r  c h a n n e ls  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  k n o w n  s e n s e s ,  a n d  e l a b o r a t e d  
b y  o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s  t h a n  r e a s o n .  A n d  f u r t h e r ,  t h i s  p a r a n o r m a l  
k n o w le d g e ,  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b le  i n  i t s  n a t u r e ,  h a s  a s  i t s  o b j e c t  
“  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y , "  w h i c h  a ls o  i s  a n  e n ig m a .

W h a t  is  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  ? I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
f u l l y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w .  T o  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  
k n o w  is  t h e  b e s t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  r e s e a r c h .

V e r y  n u m e r o u s  a n d  d i v e r s e  a r e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  h u m a n  p e r 
s o n a l i t y  ; s o m e  a r e  i n  e s s e n t ia l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  : t h e y  
d e p e n d  o n  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  f r o m  w h i c h  a  h u m a n  b e in g  is  l o o k e d  
a t  a n d  o n  t h e  o p i n i o n s  w i t h  w h i c h  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  
I  t h i n k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  m a y  b e  r e c o n c i le d  i n  t h i s : A  
h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  is  a n  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o t h e r  b e in g s  
o f  t h e  s p e c ie s  b y  a  s u m  o f  p h y s i c a l ,  m o r a l ,  s o c ia l  a n d  o t h e r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s ,  a n d  b y  a  p e c u l i a r  m a n n e r  o f  f e e l i n g ,  a c t i n g  a n d  
r e a c t i n g  ; b y  a  m e m o r y  c o n n e c t i n g  s u c c e s s iv e  s t a t e s  o f  c o n s c io u s 
n e s s , g i v i n g  t h e  s e n s a t io n  o f  t h e  S e l f ,  i . e .  o f  u n i t y  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  
t h e  m o v i n g  m u l t i p l i c i t i e s  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h e n  a p p e a r s  t o  u s  a s  a  s y s t e m  o f  
c o n v e r g in g  f u n c t i o n s  d e t e r m i n i n g  b o d i l y  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a n d  
m e n t a l  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  i n  w h a t e v e r  m a n n e r  t h e  l a t t e r  m a y  b e  
u n d e r s t o o d .

B u t  a s  s o o n  a s  a  m i n d  d i s c i p l i n e d  b y  p o s i t i v e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  
m e t h o d  b e g in s  t o  e x p lo r e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f a i l  
t o  d is c o v e r  b e h i n d  t h e  s e e m in g  i n d i v i d u a l  f i x i t y ,  a  c o n s t a n t  
m o v e m e n t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  w i t h  e p is o d ic  a c c e le r a t io n s  m o r e  o r  le s s  
s t r o n g  a n d  w i t h  m o r e  o r  le s s  d u r a b l e  p e r t u r b a t i o n s  t h a t  d e t e r 
m in e  c o r r e la t e d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w h o le .

A s  s o o n  a s  m e n  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  s o m e  a c u i t y  o f  j u d g m e n t ,  m e r e  
o b s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  l i v e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  t a u g h t  
t h e m  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  b e in g  o b j e c t i f i e s  a n  e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  m a n y  
d iv e r s e  v ic i s s i t u d e s ,  w h ic h  r e n d e r  h i m  s o m e t im e s ,  a n d  i n  w h a t 
s o e v e r  w a y ,  s o  c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t e n  o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  t h a t  
h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  i f  t h e  c o n 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  h is  b o d y  d i d  n o t  m a i n t a i n  h i s  i d e n t i t y ; a n d  h e  
w o u ld  n o t  e v e n  r e c o g n iz e  h i m s e l f  i f  h is  m e m o r y  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  
b o t h  a s p e c ts  o f  h is  e x is t e n c e  i n t o  m e n t a l  c o n t i n u i t y .

A s  s o o n  a s  p s y c h o lo g y  c e a s e d  t o  b e  a n  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  a n a ly s i s  
g e n e r a l i z e d  o n  t h e  s p e c ie s ,  a n d  b e c a m e  e x p e r im e n t a l ,  p s y c h o l 
o g is t s  w e r e  o b l ig e d  t o  a d m i t ,  c o e x i s t e n t  i n  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
t w o  p s y c h ic  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  f u n c t i o n a l l y ,  b u t  s p o n 
t a n e o u s ly  a n d  e x p e r im e n t a l l y  s e p a r a b le .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t o  
d e s c r ib e  t h e m  b y  c a l l i n g  t h e  o n e  c o n s c io u s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
s u b c o n s c io u s  o r  u n c o n s c io u s  ; a n d ,  i n  t h e  s e q u e l  w e r e  o b l ig e d  
t o  d is c e r n  t h e  s a m e  a t t r i b u t e s  i n  e a c h — m e m o r y ,  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o w e r ,  w i l l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  e t c .  A  g r e a t  m a n y
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p s y c h o - p a t h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e s  s h o w i n g  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  t h o u g h t ,  
w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  r u p t u r e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  s y n e r g y  o f  th e s e  
t w o  p s y c h is m s .  T h a t  g a v e  t h e  i d e a  o f  u s in g  h y p n o s is  t o  a n a ly s e  
t h e  r e s p e c t iv e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  e a c h .

B y  t h i s  m e t h o d  o f  c le a v i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  
t h e  f u n c t i o n  c a l l e d  c o n s c io u s  w a s  i n  s o m e  s o r t  t h e  c r e a t o r  a n d  
g u a r d i a n  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  i t s  m o m e n t a r y  p a s s iv i t y  
u n d e r  h y p n o s i s  a l l o w e d  o f  a n  i m p r o m p t u  a n d  t e m p o r a r y  as 
s u m p t i o n  o f  a n y  o t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i t h  c o n s e q u e n t  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o le  m o r a l  b e in g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  h a n d 
w r i t i n g .  1

T h e  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  in s t a n t a n e o u s  f o r m a t i o n  o f  n e w 's  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  c o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  h y p n o t i c  s u g g e s t io n  w a s  j 
t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b r u p t  a n d  s p o n ta n e o u s  !; 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o b s e r v e d  i n  c e r t a i n  n e u r o s e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  cases  ] 
c a l l e d  a m b u la to r y  s o m n a m b u lis m  i n  w h i c h  a  p e r s o n  s u d d e n ly  
b e c o m e s  s o m e o n e  e ls e  w i t h  o t h e r  t e n d e n c ie s ,  a n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r  
a n d  a n o t h e r  m e m o r y ,  f o r  d a y s ,  w e e k s ,  o r  m o n t h s .  (S e e  P ie r r e  
J a n e t ,  N e v r o s e s  et id e e s  f i x e s ,  V o l .  I I . )

S u c h  a ls o  is  t h e  c e le b r a t e d  c a s e  o f  F e l i d a ,  w h o  l i v e d  f o r  t h i r t y  
y e a r s  i n  t w o  a l t e r n a t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r . 2 
I n  a n o t h e r  f i e l d  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h e  m o m e n t a r y  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  
o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a d d i t io n a l  
t o  a n d  c o e x i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t ,  h a v e  b e e n  a b u n d a n t l y  o b s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p a r a n o r m a l  p h e n o m e n a  c a l le d  m e d iu m s h ip .  
“  I t  is  r e m a r k a b l e , ”  s a y s  C h a r le s  R i c h e t ,  “  t h a t  i n  n e a r l y  e v e r y  
e x p e r im e n t ,  m e d iu m s ,  e v e n  w h e n  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
s p i r i t u a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  ( s o m e t im e s  n o n e  a t  a l l  w h e n  a t  t h e  b e g in 
n i n g  o f  t h e i r  m e d iu m s h ip ) ,  a t t r i b u t e  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a n  
t h e m s e lv e s  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t s  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  t h e  t a b le  
o r  p l a n c h e t t e  i n  w r i t i n g .  I n  n e a r l y  a l l  s p i r i t i s t  e x p e r im e n t s  t h e r e  
is  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a r e  o f t e n  m u l t i p l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  
i s  u s u a l l y  o n e  t h a t  t a k e s  p r e c e d e n c e  a n d  e x c lu d e s  o t h e r s .  I n  
s p i r i t u a l i s t  p a r la n c e  t h i s  i s  c a l l e d  a  G u id e .  T h e  r e m a r k a b le  
o b j e c t i v e  p h e n o m e n a  p r e s e n t e d  b y  E u s a p i a  P a l a d i n o  w e r e  r e 
f e r r e d  b y  h e r  t o  J o h n  K i n g .  S i m i l a r l y  M r s .  P i p e r ’ s  s u b je c t iv e  
p h e n o m e n a  w e r e  a t t r i b u t e d  b y  h e r  t o  P h i n u i t . ”  ( C h a r le s  R ic h e t ,  
T r a ite  d e  M e ta p s y c h iq u e .)

E v e r y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  i n  f a c t ,  a s  i f  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e

1 Ferrari, Hericourt, Charles Richet. " La personnalit^ de l’^criture.” (Revue 
philosophique, 1886.)

Charles Richet. L'hom m e et Vintelligence.
Le Dantec. “  L'individualite et l'erreur individualiste.” (B ib lio . p h ilo s. con- 

temporaine.)
Binet. " Les alterations de la personnalite.”  ( B ib l.  Sc ie n t. Internationa le.)
Taine. L 9 Inte lligence.
Grasset. H ypnotism e et Suggestion.
1 H yp n o tism e . Double Conscience et a lt ira t io n s de la p e rso nna liU . (Azam, 1887.)
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m e d iu m  f a b r ic a t e s  a  f i x e d  o r  v a r i a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  
a n  h i s t o r i c a l  n a m e ,  o r  w i t h  a n  i m a g i n a r y  o n e ,  o r  w i t h  n o n e  a t  a l l .

T h is  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  is  o f t e n  s e e n  t o  b e  v a r i a b l e  i n  i t s  
a c t io n s ,  i n  i t s  c h a r a c t e r ,  i t s  la n g u a g e ,  a n d  i t s  k n o w l e d g e ,  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  s i t t e r s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  
w r i t i n g s  o f  m o s t  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  a s s is t e d  a t  m e d i u m i s t i c  
s i t t i n g s  w h e r e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  s i t t e r s . 1

A l l  t h e  v ic i s s i t u d e s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w h e t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  o r  s p o n 
t a n e o u s ,  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  a r e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o r  p r o v i s i o n a l  
e c lip s e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r  c o n s c io u s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w h i c h  r e a p p e a r s  a s  
s o o n  a s  t h e  m e n t a l  s y n e r g y  is  r e c o n s t i t u t e d .  t.

A n d  th e s e  a r e  o n l y  t h e  le a s t  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  m a y  h a p p e n  
t o  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h e n  i t  is  a l t e r e d  b e y o n d  t h o s e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  
w h ic h  m a y  b*e c a l l e d  i t s  n o r m a l  e v o l u t i o n  ; f o r  le s io n s  o f  t h e  
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  m a y  le a d  t o  w o r s e  t h i n g s — f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t o  c o e x is t e n c e  w i t h  a  n e w  a n d  d e l i r i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t e m p o r a r y  
o r  p e r m a n e n t ,  a s  i n  l u n a c y  ; o r  t o  i t s  d e f i n i t e  r e p l a c e m e n t  b y  
a  s e c o n d a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y .  W e  s h o u ld  a ls o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  p e r 
s o n a l i t y  p r o p e r  is  n o t  e v e n  f o r m e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s o m e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e g e n e r a te s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  n o r m a l  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  b o d ie s  t h e y  r e m a in  i n  m e n t a l  c h i l d h o o d .  
A n d ,  t o  s a y  n o  m o r e ,  i t  is  a ls o  t o  b e  b o r n e  i n  m i n d  t h a t  d e m e n t i a  
m a y  s u b m e r g e  a  n o r m a l l y  e v o lv e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  s i m i l a r  c h i l d i s h 
n e s s .

T h is  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  s o  u n s t a b l e  t h a t  i t  i s  i n c e s s a n t l y  
m o d i f i e d ,  s o  l i t t l e  h o m o g e n e o u s  t h a t  s t r o n g  e m o t i o n ,  i n t o x i c a t i o n  
o r  s u g g e s t io n  c a n  d is s o c ia t e  i t ,  s o  l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  e n d u r e  
t h a t  i t  m a y  e v e n  d ie  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  s o  p r e c a r io u s  
a n d  s o  o b v io u s l y  p e r is h a b le ,  is  n o t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  i n  t h e  p r e 
c e d in g  p a g e s ,  t h e  i n f o r m i n g  c e n t r e  w h e n c e  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  
d r a w  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  w h e n  t h e y  w o r k  o n  a  l i f e  i n  p r o g r e s s .
A  fo r t io r i  i t  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  i n f o r m i n g  c e n t r e  w h e n  d e a t h  h a s  
e x t in g u i s h e d  i t .

I t  a p p e a r s  r e a l l y ,  a s  i t s  e t y m o lo g y  d e s ig n a te s  i t  ( L a t .  p e r s o n a  
=  a  m a s k  w o r n  b y  a c t o r s — a  p a r t  p l a y e d ) ,  o r ,  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  l i f e .
T h i s  s t o r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u b s is t s  s o m e w h e r e ,  s in c e  m e t a g n o m i c  /  

s u b je c t s  a r e  a b le  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i t ; a n d  h o w  c a n  i t  b e  i m a g i n e d ;  
t o  s u b s is t  i f  i t  i s  n o t  i n  a  t h o u g h t  o r  a  m e m o r y  ?

1 J . M a x w e ll .  Le s P h in o m in e s psychiques ( A lc a n ) . M I h a v e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  
t h e  p a r t  p la y e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n ific a tio n  v a r ie s  w it h  t h e  c o m p o s it io n  o f  t h e  c ir c le .  
W i t h  s p ir itu a lis t s  i t  w ill  a l w a y s  b e  t h e  s p ir it  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  o r  o f  a  l i v i n g  p e r so n .  
T h e r e  is m o re  v a r i e t y  in  t h e  in t e lle c t u a l  p h e n o m e n a  w h e n  t h e  c ir c le  is  c o m p o s e d  
o f  p e rso n s  w h o  a re  n o t  s p ir itu a lis t s .  I n  t h is  c a s e  i t  h a p p e n s  s o m e t im e s  t h a t  t h e  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a l le g e  t h a t  t h e y  e m a n a t e  fr o m  t h e  s it te r s  t h e m s e lv e s . I a m  
in c lin e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  th is  g e n e r a lly  is  so , a n d  t h a t  s o m e  s o r t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  is fo r m e d .
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I n  w h a t  t h o u g h t  ? I n  w h a t  m e m o r y  ? T h i s  is  t o  b e  s o u g h t  

f o r  : n o t  b y  s t e r i l e  f l i g h t s  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  ; b u t  b y  f a c t s ,  b y  
e x p e r im e n t ,  b y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  l i v i n g ,  i n  b i o l o g y  p u r e  a n d  s im p le  in  
i t s  p a r a n o r m a l  s e c t io n .  I s  t h e r e  b e h i n d  i n d i v i d u a l  s e e m in g  a  
c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a  t h o u g h t  o u t s i d e  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e , 
w h e r e  e v e r y  r e a l i t y  is  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  o f  w h i c h  a l l  p h e n o m e n a  
k n o w n  t o  u s  a r e  r e f le c t e d  b y  o u r  s e n s e s  ; a  m y s t e r i o u s  w e l l - s p r in g  
w h o s e  k n o w le d g e  f lo w s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p s y c h is m s  w i t h i n  
t h e  l i m i t s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  e a c h  ?

I s  t h e r e  b e h i n d  t h e  a p p a r e n t  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  a  r e a l  p e r 
s o n a l i t y ,  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  c lo t h e d  i n  m a t t e r  p la y in g  
a  p a r t  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h o s e  p e r s is t e n c e  w o u ld  b e  t h e  
m e m o r y  c o n t a i n i n g  a  l i f e - s t o r y ,  f r o m  w h o m  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  
s u b je c t  d r a w s  a f t e r  d e a t h  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  d r e w  b e f o r e  d e a t h  ?

O r  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  s o  u n r e a c h a b le  b y  
t h e  v e r y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  o u r  a c t u a l  c o n c e p ts  
m u s t  n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  f o r e ig n  t o  i t  ?

S o m e  d e f i n i t e  f a c t s  im p r e s s  m e  w i t h  a  n o t i o n  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  
p r e m a t u r e  t o  e n la r g e  u p o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  p r o b l e m  c a n  b e  s o lv e d .  
W h a t  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s p e c u l a t io n  h a s  o n l y  d e b a t e d ,  m a y  p o s s ib ly  
b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  p e r s e v e r in g ,  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r im e n t .



C H A P T E R  V

S K E T C H  O F  A  S T U D Y  O N  T H E  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  D E 
T E R M I N I S M  O F  E R R O R S  I N  M E T A G N O M Y  I N  
O P E R A T I O N  O N  H U M A N  P E R S O N A L I T Y

i. On E rrors in the E xercise of Supernormal 
Cognition

S
O  f a r  t h i s  b o o k  h a s  b e e n  a  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m y  i n  i t s  
c o r r e c t  o p e r a t i o n ; t h a t  is ,  a s  p r o d u c i n g  k n o w le d g e  o f  
r e a l i t y  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w h e n  n o r m a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o u ld  
r e v e a l  n o t h i n g .  B u t  i f ,  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  s e t  f o r t h  a  

s t a t e m e n t  a t  o n c e  a n a l y t i c a l  a n d  s y n t h e t i c a l ,  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s u s  o f  
t h i s  f a c u l t y  i n  i t s  a c t i v e  p h a s e s ,  I  h a d  r e s t r i c t e d  m y s e l f  t o  i n t e r 
m i n a b l e  d e t a i l s  o f  e x p e r im e n t a l  s e a n c e s ,  t h e  r e a d e r  w o u ld  a t  
o n c e  h a v e  p e r c e iv e d  t h a t  u n a l l o y e d  m e t a g n o m y  is  r a r e  a n d  t h a t  
i t  p r e s e n ts  i t s e l f  m o r e  o r  le s s  i n f e c t e d  b y  e r r o r .

E r r o r  a n d  s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  s h o u ld  b e  s t u d i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  
t h e y  a r e  t w o  p r o d u c t s  o f  m e n t a l  w o r k i n g  o n  s e v e r a l  p la n e s  a n d  
o f  c o n n e c t e d  f u n c t io n s .  T h e  a r b i t r a r y  s e p a r a t io n  is  t h e r e f o r e  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c l a r i t y  o f  s t a t e m e n t .

T h is  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  h u m a n  b io l o g y  is  l i k e  o t h e r s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  
o b s e r v e r  a p p r o a c h e s  c o m p le x  p h e n o m e n a — l i f e  is  u n d e r s t o o d  
b y  s t u d y i n g  i t s  p e r t u r b a t i o n s .  J u s t  a s  t h e  s t a t e  w h ic h  w e  c a l l  
h e a l t h  is  u n d e r s t o o d  d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  w e  p r o g r e s s  i n  o u r  k n o w le d g e  
o f  d is e a s e  ; j u s t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a n  o r g a n  is  b e s t  k n o w n  w h e n  w e  
k n o w  a l l  t h e  t r o u b le s  t h a t  c a u s e  i t  t o  v a r y ; j u s t  a s  p s y c h o 
p a t h o l o g y  h a s  e n a b le d  u s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  
m e n t a l  l i f e  ; s o ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y ,  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  e r r o r s  i n s t r u c t s  
u s  o n  m e t a g n o m y  b y  t r a c i n g  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  
w h o s e  f u n d a m e n t a l  n a t u r e  is  b e y o n d  o u r  p r e s e n t  k n o w le d g e ,  b y  
s e p a r a t in g  t h a t  w h ich  i s  f r o m  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  n ot.

E r r o r s  p e r v a d e  m e t a g n o m ic  s ta n c e s  i n  v a r ia b l e  p r o p o r t i o n s  
a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  
t h e m .  S o m e  s ta n c e s  c o n t a i n  s c a r c e ly  a n y ,  o t h e r s  c o n t a i n  a  f e w ,  
o t h e r s  m a n y .  B u t  t o  w o r k  o u t  a  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  t h e  t r u e  a n d  t h e  
f a ls e  a n d  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  a  s t a n c e  f r o m  t h a t ,  a s  I  h a v e  
s o m e t im e s  r e a d ,  is  t o  s a t i s f y  o n e s e l f  w i t h  a n  i l l o g ic a l  a n d  s u m 
m a r y  j u d g m e n t ,  s t e r i l e  a ls o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o m p l e x i t y

205 __



2 0 6

o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  h a n d  h a s  n o  n u m e r i c a l  e q u i v a le n t s .  I n s t e a d  o f  
m e r e l y  c o m p a r i n g  t w o  t o t a l s  i t  i s  m o r e  u s e f u l  t o  f i n d  o u t  th e  
c a u s e s  o f  e r r o r s .

E v e n  i f  t h e  o b s e r v e r  s h o u l d  b e  s o  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  a s  t o  b e  in c a p 
a b le  o f  s e e in g  a n y t h i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  c r u d e  f a c t  o f  e r r o r ,  h e  o u g h t  
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  e r r o r s  d i f f e r  g r e a t l y  i n  w h a t  o n e  m i g h t  c a l l  t h e i r  
m a s s - v a lu e .  W h e n  a  p e r c i p i e n t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c a l l s  a  d a r k - h a i r e d  
p e r s o n  f a i r ,  h e  is  n o t  c o m m i t t i n g  a n  e r r o r  o f  t h e  s a m e  d e g re e  as 
i f  h e  w e r e  a t t r i b u t i n g  h u m i l i t y  t o  a  p r o u d  n a t u r e ,  g e n iu s  t o  a  
d e g e n e r a t e  w h o s e  e v o l u t i o n  is  a r r e s t e d ,  g o o d  h e a l t h  t o  o n e  
d y i n g  o f  c h r o n i c  d is e a s e ,  e t c .  H e  s h o u l d  a ls o  r e f le c t  t h a t  e r r o r s  
d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  r e a l i t y .  S o m e  a r e  t o t a l ,  h a v in g  n o  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  f a c t ; o t h e r s  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t i o n s  m o r e  o r  
le s s  d i s t a n t  f r o m  t r u t h  ; o t h e r s  a r e  t o t a l  o r  p a r t i a l  o m is s io n s ; 
o t h e r s  a r e  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  w i t h  a n  o p t i m i s t  o r  p e s s im is t  b ia s ,  a n d  
s o  o n .  I n  s h o r t ,  e r r o r s  a r e  n o t  i n t e r c o m p a r a b l e  u n i t i e s ,  t h e y  
a r e  id e a s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e n t  a n d  a l m o s t  i n f i n i t e l y  d iv e r s e .  T o  
t u r n  t h e m  i n t o  f ig u r e s  is  u s e le s s ,  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t e a c h e s  n o t h in g .

T h e  o n l y  u s e f u l  p r o c e d u r e  is  t o  t r a c e  t h e  e r r o r  t o  i t s  c a u s e ; 
a n d  t h i s  I  s h a l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  d o  b y  c la s s in g  e r r o r s  i n  t h e i r  r e la t i o n  
t o  t h e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e m .

2. E rrors O riginating in D efective  F unctioning of the 
Psychism of Metagnomic Percipients

A s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  i n  m e t a g n o m i c  w o r k  o n  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  
e v e r y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  a s  i f  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t  d r e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  
l a t e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  k i n d ,  f r o m  t h e  s im i la r  
p la n e  o f  a n o t h e r  p s y c h is m ,  a n d  e x e r t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t r a n s m i t  
t h e  k n o w le d g e  s o  a c q u i r e d  t o  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  b y  a n  in g e n io u s  
u s e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  s e n s i t i v e  c e a s e s  t o  t h i n k  i n  th e  
o r d i n a r y  w a y  a n d  h i s  s p e c ia l  f a c u l t y  c o m e s  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n ,  h is  
p s y c h ic  a c t i v i t y  is  t r a n s f o r m e d .  A  l a t e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o m e s  i n t o  
a c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  a p p a r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  c o n s c io u s  a n d  s u b c o n s c io u s  
t h o u g h t  r e v e r s e  t h e i r  p a r t s .  T h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h e  
p s y c h is m  is  l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m o d a l i t y ,  a n d  s e e m s  t o  
b e c o m e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  in f l u e n c e  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p la n e  o f  
o t h e r  p s y c h i s m s ; a n d  t h e  c o n s c io u s ,  a b a n d o n in g  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  ;  
f u n c t i o n ,  b e c o m e s  a  s p e c t a t o r ,  w h e t h e r  i t  m e r e ly  r e g is t e r s  s u p e r -  4? 

| n o r m a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  s p o k e n  w o r d s  
o r  b y  a u t o m a t i c  w r i t i n g ,  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  h a s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  
a r t i f i c e s  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n .

T h e  g e n e r a l  p r o c e s s u s  o f  c o r r e c t  m e t a g n o m y  o n  a  h u m a n  
p e r s o n a l i t y  m a y  b e  t h u s  d e s c r ib e d  w h e n  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  g o v e r n  
i t  a r e  u n d e r  f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .
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B u t  f o r  m a n y  r e a s o n s ,  i n h e r e n t  i n  o r  e x t e r i o r  t o  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t s ,  
th e s e  f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  r e a l i z e d  b y  a  l o n g  w a y .  
H e n c e  c o m e  e r r o r s .

T h e  s a m e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  m e t h o d  w i l l  s h o w  u s  t h e i r  m a n y  
d iv e r s e  a s p e c ts  a n d  t h e i r  c a u s e s .

T h e  p s y c h is m  o f  th e  m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c t  m a y  be i n s e n s i t i v e  to  
th e  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l th o u g h t o f  th e  o b je c t - p e r s o n a li ty .

W h e n  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  t h e  s u b je c t  i s  n o t  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d a l i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  g i v e n  f o r  d e l i n e a t i o n ,  b y  
re a s o n  o f  u n f a v o u r a b le  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  o n  a c c o u n t  
o f  s o m e  i n t e r - m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  c o m e  t o  p a s s ,  
a c c o r d in g  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

S o m e t im e s  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  r e m a in s  i n e r t ,  n o  
i n f o r m a t i v e  m e n t a l  i m a g e  a r is e s .  “  N o t h i n g  c o m e s  t o  m e , ”  t h e  
p e r c ip ie n t  s a y s .  T h i s  i s  a  f a i l e d  s e a n c e .  A n d  i t  m a y  b e  s a id  
t h a t  w h e n  p e r c e p t i o n  is  p e r t u r b e d  t h i s  is  a  f o r t u n a t e  a s p e c t  : 
t h e  e x p e r im e n t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  p e r c i p i e n t  a n d  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n a l i t y  
m u s t  b e  r e n e w e d  o r  a b a n d o n e d  i f  o n e  o r  t w o  f u r t h e r  t r i a l s  s h o u l d  
s h o w  t h i s  m e n t a l  c o u p le  r e f r a c t o r y  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s u p e r 
n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e .

B u t  s o m e t im e s  i t  h a p p e n s  t h a t  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  f u n c t i o n a l  
p la n e  o f  t h e  s u b je c t ,  l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  c o n s c io u s  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  r e 
c e iv in g  n o  s t i m u l u s  f r o m  o u t s i d e ,  b e g in s  t o  w o r k  o n  i t s  o w n  
a c c o u n t ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t s  a  r o m a n c e  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  
t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d ,  r o u n d  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r c e p t i o n .  T h i s  e r r o r  o f  
co m p lete  f a b u la t io n ,  r a r e  w i t h  g o o d  s u b je c t s ,  b u t  f r e q u e n t  i n  t h o s e  
o f  m i d d l i n g  a n d  u n c e r t a i n  q u a l i t y ,  m a y  n e v e r t h e le s s  o c c u r  w i t h  
s u b je c t s  c a p a b le  a t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  o f  e x c e l le n t  m e t a g n o m i c  o u t p u t .  
H e r e  is  a n  in s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  e r r o r  p r o d u c e d  A u g u s t  2 n d ,
1 9 1 6 ,  b y  M m e  L . - F ------- , t h e  s a m e  p e r c ip i e n t  w h o  h a d  t h e  p r e v io u s
d a y  g i v e n  m e  a  v e r y  c o r r e c t  p r e v is i o n  o f  a n  e p is o d e  i n  m y  m i l i t a r y  
l i f e  ( p .  2 9 1  a n te ).

On August 2nd, 1916, Captain Lucien G., an aviator, squadron-leader 
in the army of the East (Macedonia), was preparing to rejoin at the end 
of his leave. He was ignorant what the m ilitary contingencies might
have in store as to his duties. I took him to Mme L .-F ------, who did not
know him and could normally know nothing but that he was in the Air 
Service, by reason of his uniform.

She said, “ You are returning to the place you left . . . you will be 
sent elsewhere, but not towards France. . . . You will like the place you 
are now going to better than that to which you will be sent.

“  In the country to which you will be sent I see nothing but water . . . 
like an island which is difficult of access, and that only by boat. . . . 
There is something like a thick grey cloud, and when one has passed through 
this it is clearer on the other side.

*• You will see a great fire . . . you will be surprised and much moved 
by seeing great flames on the earth. Part of a building that shelters you
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will be partially destroyed by the flames . . . m any will die there . . . 
something falls . . .  an explosion . . . fire . . . buildings destroyed.

"  A t the moment of the explosion I see you standing, dressed in white 
and wearing a helmet, looking a t something on the ground ; that will 
save you, because it will have made you go out of the building, perhaps 
bombed b y  an aeroplane ? Y ou  will say, ‘ I must go and look into th is! ’ 
Y ou  go out and something explodes in the place you have left. . . .

"  Y ou  will, in the sequel, be taken prisoner, not in battle, but by 
m istaken direction . . . you will m ake a m istake in direction. You will 
be interned in a sort of fort . . . four columns . . .  a terrace on which 
you will walk . . . vaults underneath for shelter. . . .

'* Four of you will escape in a boat, by water, and without being 
detected, but on coming to land in a country where they will have to 
detain you. Y ou  will not be long a prisoner and will be well treated. . . .

** A fter the war you will do something connected with a large admini
stration of the State perhaps . . . something very important. . . .  In 
the place where you will be 1 see a long corridor representing offices . . . 
everything goes by organized direction . . .  a settled career for life, free 
from all anxieties.

“ Y ou will make acquaintances or have preliminary interviews which 
will point the w ay before the end of the war. Y ou  will be the chief over 
these offices . . . men will come to you for orders. . . . After one or 
two years, perhaps longer, you make some sort of discovery . . . you 
will get no money for it, but some share in the profits of the thing made 
under your direction. . . . Once there, you will not change, and will 
become a personage in this affair. The gentleman who will bring you 
into this will be tall, fresh complexion, very white hair, not stout but 
th ick-set; he will be the manager when you enter, you will take his place 
later on.’*

W h a t cam e to p a s s .

Captain Lucien G. returned to his squadron in Macedonia, and had 
several changes; but there was no fire in which he might have perished.

Recalled to France in May, 1917, he commanded a squadron in several 
places on the French front. The only time in which he was in peril of 
fire was in the summer of 1918, during the German offensive towards the 
Marne. When piloting an observer at 2000 metres the oil-tank took fire. 
Death was certain if bold decision and clever mancevuring had not brought 
the machine to earth immediately. The landing, necessarily somewhat 
violent, threw the two aviators on to the ground, where they remained 
some minutes half stunned by the shock, while the machine burnt out near 
them. T h at was the only episode in the war in which M. G. was in danger 
by fire, and it  in no w ay resembles the prediction. He was in active 
employ from the beginning of the war to its end and was never made 
prisoner.

Returning to civil life, nothing in his professional career during the 
last four years at all resembles the visions told him.

This instance is therefore pure tabulation arising from conscious 
perception that an aviator was concerned.

S o  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  a  t a b u l a t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  b a s is  
i n  r e a l i t y  o r  i n  t h o u g h t ,  i s  r a r e  a m o n g  s u b je c t s  c a p a b le  o f  m e t a -  
g n o m y .  W h e n  t h e i r  s u b c o n s c io u s  m i n d  w o r k s  o n  n o t h i n g  i t  
g e n e r a l l y  p r o d u c e s  v a g u e  a n d  i l l - c o - o r d i n a t e d  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  e x 
p r e s s e d  b y  h e s i t a t i n g  p h r a s e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  fa c e  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e



s h o w s  e f f o r t ,  n e r v o u s n e s s ,  a n d  d i s q u i e t .  A n  e x p e r i m e n t e r  w i t h  
p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e n  s t o p s  t h e  s i t t i n g ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  n o  
s u p e r n o r m a l  r e s u l t s  a r e  t o  b e  l o o k e d  f o r .

F a b u l a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i v e  in f l u e n c e  f r o m  t h e  p e r 
s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  d e l i n e a t e d  o r  d e r i v e d  t h e n c e ,  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  m o r e  
c o m m o n  t h a n  t o t a l  f a b u l a t i o n .  T h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  m i n d  o f  t h e  
s u b je c t ,  s e n s i t i z e d  t o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  r e m a in s  u n 
in f lu e n c e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m o d e ,  b u t  g r a s p s  ( o n  t h e  p l a n e  
o f  s e n s o r ia l  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  b e  d e l i n e a t e d )  s o m e  
p r o je c t ,  b e l i e f ,  o r  d e s i r e  o n  w h i c h  i t  b u i l d s  a  r o m a n c e .  U n t i l  
s c r u t in i z e d  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  f a c t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  f a b u l a t i o n  t a k e s  
o n  a n  a s p e c t  o f  v e r i s i m i l i t u d e  a n d  s u p e r n o r m a l i t y  b y  r e a s o n  o f  
i t s  m e n t a l  b a s is .

M y  r e c o r d s  a b o u n d  i n  e r r o r s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  t o  w h i c h  s o m e  
s u b je c t s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  t h o s e  i n  h y p n o s i s ,  a r e  s p e c i a l l y  p r o n e .  I  w i l l  
g iv e  o n e  in s t a n c e  :

In December, 1915, when I was chief medical officer in the hospital 
of Vierzan, it was agreed between m yself and Dr. C., the surgeon at a 
military hospital of the same town, that we would apply to be posted 
together to one of the automobile surgical ambulances which the Medical 
Department was starting at that time. H aving sent in our applications, 
we each busied ourselves in pressing our request on the notice of persons 
who could prevent the application being lost in the mass of official 
papers.

During the first fortnight of February, 1916, it seemed that our efforts 
would shortly be successful. I t  was in this state of mind that on May 13th 
I said to Mme M., ”  Look for the next events in m y life, starting from 
to-day.”

“  I see,”  she said, "  a very important event for you at the present 
moment. . . .  I see a transfer, followed by another. . . .  I see danger 
. . .  it is an order . . . you must go. . . . This order comes and changes 
the order of your work and your habits at present.

"  I see three persons affected by the same order. . . .  I see them in a  
painful situation, among men who are suffering. . . .  I hear much noise. 
. . .  I see you surrounded by accidents. I t  is very soon, very soon, 
hurried.”

”  Look for the circumstances preparing this departure.”
”  The circumstances are foreseen . . . the thing is prepared . . .  it 

is done. . . . There is an order, you have to go . . . the m atter is 
finished long since, the order comes . . . then the moment has come. 
All is prepared, only the destination has to be settled.

"  For this departure I see a group of three persons; a tallish man, 
strong, dark, and well-known to you (this applied to my friend Dr. G .) ; 
another, older, not known to you, who comes from a larger town. . . . 
You will meet at a place to be named . . . you two will leave together 
from where you now are.”

”  Look for the department in which I shall work.”
”  It is not in a house, it seems to be a kind of carriage . . .  it is made 

like a carriage . . .  a long grey carriage without horses. . . .  In it I 
see men lying down, stained with blood, resting. . . . The carriage often 
goes from place to place, but stays many hours in one place. . . .  I see 
also long wooden buildings, very long.

*4
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“ I see this carriage m ostly. . . .  I see also a wrecked wood . . .  the 

soil is dry and w hite . . .  it is not snow, it is like chalk. . . .
“  There are m any carriages of the same kind, all alike, about four 

yards long and two yards wide.
*' I see numbers of carriages . . .  in groups of three. There are five 

doctors. T he chief is an elderly man who passes and repasses, he does 
not stay  in the carriages.”

W h a t ca m e to p a s s .

W eeks went by. A t the end of A pril we learned that the last surgical 
automobiles had been equipped and had left.

A t  the end of July in the same year I left Vierzon alone for service 
w ith the armies, and at no tim e was I in surroundings as described by 
Mme M.

Dr. G. also left for arm y service some months later, and was never 
attached to the autom obile service. W e did not meet again.

Mme M. had taken from m y thoughts the idea of a posting to the 
automobile service, and had dressed it up in her own way.

I t  was a case of fabulation on m y mental content.

I t  m a y  a ls o  h a p p e n  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  t h e  s u b je c t ,  l i b e r a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  u s u a l  c o n s c io u s  d i r e c t i o n ,  u n h e e d i n g  i t s  p r o p e r  f u n c t io n  
a n d  o n l y  o c c u p ie d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t ,  w o r k s  u n d e r  t h e  s o le  a n d  
c o m p l e t e  in f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  p l a n e  ( c o n s c io u s  a n d  s u b 
c o n s c io u s )  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  c o n c e r n e d ,  a s  i f  t h e  m e n t a l  
c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  a n d  
w e r e  t h e r e  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  t h e  d r a m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  
im a g e s .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s  w e  h e a r  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  f r a g m e n t s  o f  p a s t  
a n d  p r e s e n t  l i f e  s u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e  i n  o u r  m i n d s ,  a n d  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a s  w e  i m a g i n e  t h e m  o n  p r e s e n t  d a t a .  A s  i n  s u c h  
c a s e s  t h e r e  is  m u c h  t h a t  c a n  e a s i l y  b e  v e r i f i e d ,  a n d  t h e  in d ic a 
t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  s e e m  p r o b a b l e  ( s in c e  t h e y  a r e  o u r  o w n  
s u p p o s i t io n s ) ,  t h e s e  s e a n c e s  a r e  i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  s e e m in g ly  
e x c e l l e n t : b u t  t h e  s e q u e l  u l t i m a t e l y  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  h a s  
n o t  g r a s p e d  t h e  r e a l i t y  b u t  h a s  o n l y  t r a n s l a t e d  w h a t  w a s  r e p r e 
s e n t e d  m o r e  o r  le s s  c o n s c io u s ly  a n d  c l e a r l y  i n  o u r  t h o u g h t s —  
o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  p a s t  f a c t s ,  o u r  f e a r s ,  o u r  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  d e s ire s  
a n d  h o p e s .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s u c h  c a s e s  i n  m y  n o t e s .  I  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e m  
a  s in g le  c a s e ,  s h o r t ,  a n d  v e r y  t y p i c a l ,  w h i c h  I  s p e c i a l l y  c o m m e n d  
t o  t h o s e  w h o  e n t e r  o n  m e t a g n o m y  w i t h  s e l f is h  m o t i v e s  b y  c u r io s i t y  
t o  l e a r n  t h e i r  o w n  f u t u r e .

In December, 19x0, M. Louis D., manager of some factories in Northern 
France, was in desperate straits by the failure of some speculations on 
the Stock Exchange. A ll that he possessed was swallowed up in paying 
differences between the price of his purchases and sales. Other purchases 
falling due after some months gave him hopes of minimizing his losses, 
but the brokers demanded a deposit against the securities in their hands. 
In this state of mind M. Louis D. went to visit Mme M. on December 20th, 
1910.
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‘ ‘ Look,” he said, ‘ ‘ for m y present situation and what will be the
outcome.”

She said, “  I see a terrible situ ation ; a fortune swallowed up, and great 
anxiety at inability to pay debts . . .  a fear of utter ruin.

*' But I see that all this will be wiped out . . . things will turn out 
better . . . the lost fortune will be regained.”

"  How is this to occur ? ”
” . . . by assistance, money lent . . . operations now in suspense 

which will be more lucky. . . .  I see also unforeseen inheritances.”
"  Look to see where the money lent will come from .”
" . . .  I see you writing to a widow, tall and getting grey, gentle and 

pious . . . she seems to belong to your fam ily by marriage, for I do not 
6ee links of blood relationship. . . .  I sec her living near Nancy. . . . 
You will ask her to help you . . . she will come to you and lend you the 
needful money : so you will be able to deposit the sums required.

" There will be more difficulties in January and February, but you will 
make fresh arrangements. . . . You will not give up your business, and 
by summer you will have made good.”

"  Now see the legacies of which you spoke.”
" . . .  There will be an important legacy following on the death of a 

man who is still young, clean-shaven and fair-haired, very tall. He is 
living with an older woman, who appears to be his mother . . . she will 
die almost immediately after. Both deaths will occur this year.

"  1 see a little later another legacy by the death of another relation . . . 
a man who, however, is not old, hair hardly grey yet, tall, living abroad 
alone . . . also a relation by marriage . . . seems in good health . . . 
but is not really so. His life will not be long, only one or two years at 
most.”

W h a t cam e to p a ss .

In the descriptions given him by Mme M., M. Louis D. easily recog
nized the relations by marriage indicated— an aunt of his wife, living 
near Nancy, two more relations of hers (mother and son) living at Epernay, 
and a bachelor cousin living abroad, alone.

He had already thought of writing to the aunt, but had put the idea 
aside for fear of letting the fam ily know a state of things that he had 
every reason to conceal. B ut encouraged by the surprising promises of 
the percipient, he wrote to this lady, showing the great service that a 
loan would be to him. Some days later he received a sympathetic and 
very kind reply, but no offer of assistance.

Nevertheless, M. D., despite the urgent advice I gave him to count 
on nothing and to undertake nothing on the faith of predictions that 
could not be verified at the time, borrowed the money elsewhere, and 
thus made sure that his later purchases should stand till they fell 
due.

The losses increased, and not only had the fortune disappeared, but 
debts mounted up. This was the end of the race for money.

Twelve years have passed since then.
The young man and his mother are still in good health and do not know 

of their death-sentence.
The tall bachelor living abroad went ahead of the part assigned to 

him : he died in 1914, but left his money to a friend.
Such was the sequel to the stan ce which filled M. D. w ith  astonishm ent 

on Decem ber 20th, 1910.
The sensitive had only taken in M. D .’s thought that which she found 

there represented, whether consciously or subconsciously: the notion
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o f his terrible situation and the means b y  which he might logically expect 
to get clear.

And consider, in this connection, the m orality of our subconcious 
thought. M. D. is honest, generous, devoted, and possessed of qualities 
such th at 1 esteem him greatly  : nevertheless, his subconscious thought 
did not hesitate to imagine the death of those relations by which he 
m ight profit.

W hen he reads these lines he will be astonished that his thought had 
these homicidal desires.

These are the psychological dramas which are constantly taking place 
in us when from the depths of thought there rise up judgments, desires, 
and formulated suggestions which our consciousness rejects with shame 
at their baseness.

O u r  p s y c h is m  d o e s  n o t  r e a c t  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  o n  a l l  i t s  
f u n c t i o n a l  p la n e s  t o  s t i m u l i  f r o m  o u t s i d e .  I t s  c o n s c io u s  e x e rc is e  
t e n d s  t o  a d a p t  t h o u g h t  t o  r e a l i t i e s  a n d  t o  c o n t r o l  i t s e l f ,  w h e r e a s  
i t s  c h i e f  l a t e n t  w o r k  i s  i m a g i n a t i v e .  T h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  is  a  f j  
w o n d e r f u l  b u i l d e r  o f  f a b le s .  C o l l a b o r a t i n g  i n  t h e  t o t a l  p s y c h ic  
w o r k i n g ,  i t  c e a s e le s s ly  b r i n g s  f o r w a r d  s c h e m e s  f e w  o f  w h ic h  a re  
w o r t h  r e t a i n i n g ,  a n d  m o s t  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  a s id e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
f a n c i f u ln e s s  o r  t h e i r  i n o p p o r t u n e  n a t u r e .  A b a n d o n e d  t o  i t s  
p r o p e r  a c t i o n ,  a s  i n  r e v e r ie ,  i t  b u i l d s  r o m a n c e s .  T u r n e d  t o w a r d s  
a  l i t e r a r y  e n d  i t  c o n s t r u c t s  s i t u a t i o n s ,  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  f o r m  a n d  
c o l o u r  w i t h o u t  e n d  ; a n d  t h e s e  a r e  o n l y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w h ic h  
r i s e  i n t o  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  N o  l i m i t s  c a n  b e  a s s ig n e d  t o  i t s  l a t e n t  
w o r k i n g .  A s  s o o n  a s  m e t h o d i c a l  s t u d y  ( a s  i n  p s y c h o - p a t h o lo g ic a l  
c a s e s )  h a s  e x p lo r e d  i t ,  a n  a m a z i n g  i n t e n s i t y  o f  c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  
h a s  b e e n  r e v e a le d .  T h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
is  s u c h  t h a t  i t  e x t e n d s  t o  c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o e x is t in g  
o r  a l t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  n o r m a l  p e r s o n a l i t y .

W h a t  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  m i n d  i s  c a p a b le  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  o n  
s e n s o r ia l  d a t a  w h i c h  c o n s c io u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  u s e s  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  h o w  
m a n i f o l d  t h e  c r e a t i o n s  t h a t  i t s  m e m o r y  c o n t a i n s ,  i s  k n o w n  t o  
n o n e  o f  u s  i n  m a t t e r s  t h a t  c o n c e r n  o u r s e lv e s .  N e v e r t h e le s s  a l l  
t h i s  l a t e n t  m e n t a l  l i f e  a c c o m p a n ie s  u s  w h e n  w e  p r e s e n t  o u r s e lv e s  
f o r  m e t a g n o m i c  c o g n i t i o n .

W h e n  t h e n  a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  t e l l s  u s  o f  s t a t e s  o f  l i f e  k n o w n  
t o  u s  a n d  o f  o t h e r  s ta t e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  f u t u r e ,  u n k n o w n  t o  u s ,  w e  
s h o u ld  n o t  ( a s  w e  a r e  a l m o s t  u n a v o i d a b l y  l e d  t o  d o )  s a y ,  “  T h is  

\  is  i n  m y  t h o u g h t ,  t h a t  i s  n o t . ”  A s  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w  a l l  t h a t  is  i n  
o u r  t h o u g h t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  u s  t o  b e  c e r t a i n  w h a t  i s  a n d  w h a t  

\  i s  n o t  i n  o u r  m e n t a l  c o n t e n t .
I f  w e  a r e  n o t  f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d  o f  t h i s  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  t r u t h  w e  

s h a l l  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  m e t a g n o m y  n o r  i t s  e r r o r s .
H o w  m u c h  n a i v e  a s t o n is h m e n t  I  h a v e  s e e n  i n  m e n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  

a c q u i r e m e n t s  w h o  w e r e  c u r io u s  a s  t o  m e t a p s y c h i c  p h e n o m e n a ! 
H o w  m a n y  f e m i n i n e  c o n f id e n c e s  h a v e  I  l i s t e n e d  t o  o n  v a r io u s  
t h e m e s ,  b u t  a l w a y s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  p o i n t  c o m m o n  t o  t h e m
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a l l ! “ A  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  d o c t o r  ? W e l l ,  t e n  y e a r s  a g o  I  c o n s u l t e d  
M m e  X . ,  t h e  l u c i d  p e r c ip i e n t .  A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  s h e  d e 
s c r ib e d  m y  i n n e r  f e e l i n g s  a n d  a  m a n  t h a t  I  l o v e d  a n d  s t i l l  l o v e  
p a s s io n a t e ly ,  e t c .  T h i s  a s t o n is h e d  m e  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t ,  b u t  a s  
i t  w a s  i n  m y s e l f  I  k n e w  i t .  B u t  w h a t  I  o f  c o u r s e  c o u ld  n o t  k n o w ,  
a n d  w a s  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  r e v e l a t i o n ,  w a s  t h a t  m y  h u s b a n d  w o u l d  
s h o r t l y  d ie ,  a n d  I  s h o u ld  m a r r y  m y  lo v e r .  B u t  m y  h u s b a n d  l i v e s ,  
a n d  is  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h  ; a n d  a s  f o r  m y  l o v e r ,  e v e r y t h i n g  g o e s  t o  
s h o w  t h a t  I  s h a l l  lo s e  h i m ; I  h e a r  t h a t  h e  is  a b o u t  t o  m a r r y .  
W h a t  i s  t o  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t  ? W h y  w a s  e v e r y t h i n g  t r u e  
e x c e p t  t h e  e n d  ? "

T h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  is  t h a t  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  m i n d  
o f  t h e  l a d y  i m a g i n e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  a s  t h e  m o s t  
f a v o u r a b l e  m e a n s  o f  r e a l i z i n g  h e r  s e n t i m e n t a l  a t t a c h m e n t ,  j u s t  
a s  M r .  D .  im a g i n e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  p e o p le  f r o m  w h o m  h e  m i g h t  
i n h e r i t . 1

I t  is  t h e r e f o r e  im p o s s ib le  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a  s ta n c e .  U n le s s  
t h e y  c a r r y  i n  t h e m s e lv e s  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  o r i g i n  o r  a r e  o b v io u s l y  
i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  d e l in e a t e d ,  t h e r e  is  o n e  o n l y  m o d e  
o f  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e i r  v a lu e — t o  w r i t e  d o w n  t h e  t e n o r  o f  t h e  w o r d s  
s p o k e n  a n d  c o m p a r e  t h e m  w i t h  f a c t s .

T h i s  b e in g  t h o r o u g h l y  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  a d m i t t e d ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  l a t e n t  m e n t a l  c o n t e n t  i n t o  t h e  
p s y c h is m  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e  e n g e n d e r s  a n  e r r o r  w h ic h  is  n o t  a lw a y s  
w i t h o u t  r e s u l t s .  T h e  o b j e c t - p e r s o n a l i t y  is  m o d i f i e d  b y  i t  a n d  is  
i n  s o m e  d e g r e e  v i t i a t e d  a s  a  f a c t o r  f o r  m e t a g n o m ic  o u t p u t .  I  
w i l l  e x p la in  :

I f ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a  s t a n c e  t h a t  h a s  p r o d u c e d  e r r o r s ,  t h e  p e r s o n  
h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  g e n u in e  m e t a g n o m y ,  t h e  
s u b c o n s c io u s  t a b u l a t i o n  w o u ld  h a v e  r e m a in e d  l a t e n t  a n d  k n o w 
le d g e  c o n f o r m a b l e  t o  r e a l i t y  w 'o u ld  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in s t e a d  o f  i t ; 
t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d  w o u ld  o n l y  h a v e  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  w h a t  h e  w a s  
b e f o r e  t h e  s t a n c e  b y  h a v in g  r e g is t e r e d  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n  
f o r m a b l e  t o  r e a l i t y .

W h e r e a s  b y  h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  a  t a b u l a t i o n  
d e r i v e d  f r o m  h i s  o w n  s u b c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  h e  c a r r ie s  h e n c e f o r w a r d  
o n  t h e  c o n s c io u s  p la n e  o f  t h o u g h t  a n  i n n e r  e r r o n e o u s  b e l ie f  w h o s e  
s u g g e s t iv e  p o w e r  h a s  b e e n  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e r e b y  ; a n d  t h i s  m a y ,  i n  
l a t e r  s ta n c e s ,  p a s s  t o  t h e  p s y c h is m s  o f  o t h e r  p e r c ip i e n t s  w h o  
m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  in s e n s i t i v e  t o  i t  i n  i t s  f i r s t  a n d  w e a k e r  s t a t e .  
H e n c e  i t  m a y  o f t e n  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a n  e r r o r  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n

1 I commend to my fellow-practitioners in psychiatry the utilization of meta
gnomic subjects even in erroneous exercise of their faculty a9 more reliable and 
speedy methods of psycho-analysis than the tedious procedure recommended by 
Freud.
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2 1 4

d e f e c t i v e  m e n t a l  w o r k i n g  o f  o n e  s e n s i t i v e ,  i s  r e p r o d u c e d  b y  
o t h e r s  w i t h  b e t t e r  p o w e r s . 1

I  d o  n o t  h e r e  i n s i s t  f u r t h e r  o n  t h i s  f a c t ,  w h i c h  is  o f  p r i m a r y  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  b e c a u s e  I  s h a l l  s h o r t l y  b r i n g  o u t  i t s  f u l l  m e a n in g  
b y  a  m o s t  i l l u s t r a t i v e  e x a m p l e  ( p .  2 1 5 ) .

F r o m  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a u s e  o f  e r r o r ,  
t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  m e t a g n o m y  w i l l  a p p e a r  a n d  t a k e  i t s  p r o p e r  
p la c e .  I t  i s  n o t  w h a t  m o d e r n  p s y c h o l o g y  c a l l s  “  t h o u g h t -  
r e a d i n g , ”  m e n t a l  s u g g e s t io n ,  o r  t r a n s m is s i o n  o f  t h o u g h t .  I t  is  
n o t  e v e n  t h a t  a n d  s o m e t h in g  m o r e ,  a s  I  h a v e  s o  o f t e n  h e a r d  s a id .  
I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  a t  a l l ,  s in c e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  w h a t  w e  c o n c e iv e  as  
“ t h o u g h t ”  i s  o n l y  a  s e m b la n c e ,  a n d  is  i n  r e a l i t y  a n  u n c e r t a in  
p r o d u c t  o f  o t h e r  m e n t a l  e n e r g y .  K n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  n o r m a l l y  
u n k n o w a b l e  c o m e s  t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v e s  f r o m  a  p la n e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h i c h  is  a p p a r e n t ; i t  i s  e n d o w e d  w i t h  c h a n n e ls  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  m e t h o d s  o f  c o g n i t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  
q u i t e  im p o s s i b l e  t o  e x p l a i n .

T h e  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l m o d a lity  o f  k n o w le d g e  p a s s e s  in to  th e  p s y c h is m  

o f  m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c ts ,  b u t p o l lu t e d  by  erro rs f r o m  v a rio u s  

s o u r c e s .

T h e  p e c u l i a r  s t a t e  o f  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  m e n t a l i t y  o f  a  m e t a 
g n o m ic  s u b je c t  i n  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  h i s  f u n c t i o n  c o n s is t s  i n  i t s  
l ib e r a t io n  f r o m  c o n s c io u s  d ir e c t io n  a n d  i n  a  s p e c ia l  s e n s e  b y  w h ic h  
i t  b e c o m e s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  e x t e r n a l  p s y c h ic  in f l u e n c e s  ; a n d  t h u s  i t  
h a p p e n s  t h a t  i n  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  s e a n c e  a l l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in v o lv e d  
i n  t h e  t w o  f a c t o r s ,  c o g n iz e r  a n d  c o g n iz e d ,  m a y  c o m e  i n t o  r e a l i z a 
t i o n .  F r o m  t h e  c o g n iz e d  t h e r e  m a y  p a s s  t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  b o t h  
t h o u g h t  o f  a  s e n s o r ia l  k i n d  ( t h e  c o n s c io u s  a n d  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
o f  c la s s ic a l  p s y c h o lo g y )  k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w n ,  a n d  a ls o  k n o w le d g e  
f r o m  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p la n e  o f  t h o u g h t ; a n d  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
m i n d  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  m a y  a t  c e r t a i n  m o m e n t s  t a b u l a t e  o n  t h e  
b a s is  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m i n g  f r o m  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  
m o d a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  d e l in e a t e d .

T h i s  i n t e r p s y c h i c  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o n  d i f f e r e n t  p la n e s  is  v e r y  
f r e q u e n t .  I n  e x p e r im e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  t h e r e  o c c u r  s o m e t im e s  w h o le  
s ta n c e s  o f  p u r e  m e t a g n o m y  ; i n  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  is  
s m a l l  i n  a m o u n t  a n d  m i x e d  w i t h  m a n y  e r r o r s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l lrr r% . * . .

1 All that has been said above shows that metagnomic subjects in the defective 
exercise of their faculty, when they do not receive the influence that produces 
supernormal knowledge, yet abundantly demonstrate the psychological faculty—  
widely admitted but still questioned in some quarters— direct communication 
of thought.

I bring to the notice of psychologists desirous of studying this phenomenon 
that they will And excellent instruments for their purposes of demonstration and 
research in pseudo-metagnomic subjects who have only the faculty of translating 
what a human personality knows by sensorial exercise of his thought, and also 
in metagnomic subjects of poor quality, among whom error due to transmission 
of thought abounds.
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d e g re e s  b e t w e e n  th e s e  t w o  e x t r e m e s .  T h e  o u t p u t  o f  m e t a g n o m i c  
f a c u l t y  b e in g  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  f a c t o r s — s u b je c t  a n d  o b j e c t —  
t h e  id e a l  p e r c i p i e n t  w o u l d  b e  o n e  o n l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t r a n s c e n 
d e n t a l  p la n e  o f  a l l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .

T h o u g h  I  h a v e  h a d  i d e a l l y  g o o d  s ta n c e s ,  I  h a v e  n o t  m e t  w i t h  
a n y  im p e c c a b le  p e r c ip i e n t  T h e  b e s t  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  g i v e  m u c h  
s u p e r n o r m a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
b u t  e v e n  th e s e  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  e r r o r  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  s t a t e  a t  t h e  
m o m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e m .  T o  g i v e  a  v e r y  
c le a r  id e a  o f  t h i s  1 s h a l l  q u o t e  a n  e x a m p le  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  u s e f u l  
t e a c h in g .  A l l  t h e  k i n d s  o f  e r r o r  a n a ly s e d  a b o v e  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n  
i t  c o n jo in e d  w i t h  r e a l  m e t a g n o m y .  A s  i t  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  m o r e  
t h a n  e i g h t y  s ta n c e s ,  f r o m  M a r c h  1 4 t h ,  1 9 1 6 ,  t o  A p r i l  1 3 t h ,  1 9 2 2 ,  
h e ld  b y  t e n  p e r s o n s  w i t h  e le v e n  p e r c ip i e n t s ,  a n d  a s  t h e  c o m p l e t e  
r e c o r d  w o u l d  m a k e  a  l a r g e  b o o k ,  I  s h a l l  a b b r e v i a t e  b y  t a k i n g  
e x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  e a c h  s t a n c e ,  t a k i n g  c a r e  n o t  t o  
d i m i n i s h  i t s  e v i d e n t i a l  v a lu e  m o r e  t h a n  c a n  b e  h e lp e d .  I  w a s  a  
w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h i s  l o n g  e x p e r im e n t ,  b e in g  f u l l y  i n f o r m e d  
a f t e r  e a c h  s t a n c e  ; a n d  a ls o  t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  w h e n  c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s  p e r m i t t e d .  I  t h a n k  m y  e x c e l le n t  f r i e n d  M .  L o u i s  M .  
f o r  t h e  p e r m is s io n  t o  m a k e  p u b l i c  a n  e p is o d e  w h ic h  w a s  t h e  m o s t  
p a i n f u l  i n  h i s  w h o le  l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t a in e d .

M a rch  8th, 1916.
My friend, M. Louis M., received from the Abb6 Pavillard, chaplain 

to the 15th Infantry Division of the 8th Corps, a letter nearly as follows :
“  I have the painful duty of informing you that you son, Jean, lieu

tenant in the 56th Regiment of Infantry, was wounded in the head by a 
bullet on February 24th, in the battle of Verdun. The Germans having 
occupied the ground, we could not bury his body, but death is, unhappily, 
certain.”

In this state of mind M. Louis M. went on March 14th, 1916, to M. de FI., 
a remarkable metagnomic subject in the waking state, whom he only 
knew by name, and to whom he was quite unknown. In the course of a 
delineation of his life, the subject said to him, no question having been
asked :

” . . .  I see one of your two sons seriously wounded in the war, in the 
forehead, on the right and across . . . perhaps also in the left shoulder. 
. . .  I do not see death, perhaps he may be a prisoner ? ”

Amazed at this, as he had come in full conviction of the death of his 
son, M. M. could not shut out a ray of hope, especially as on thinking over 
the chaplain’s letter he perceived that it only inferred death from the 
head-wound, and that his son had seemed dead.

Wishing to compare what M. de FI. had said with what another subject 
might say, he went, in the afternoon of the same day, to Mme M., who 
worked under hypnotism, put into her hands the last letter received 
from his son and asked her to speak of the actual life of the writer.11 I t  is  s c a r c e ly  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  a l l  s t a n c e s  w e r e  t a k e n  w it h  s c r u p u lo u s  
c a r e  t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t s  s h o u ld  b e  in  a b s o lu t e  ig n o r a n c e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o  s p e a k  
o n . T h e i r  w o r d s  w e r e  a l w a y s  t a k e n  d o w n  o n  t h e  s p o t. M. M., in s tr u c te d  by 
m e  fo r s e v e r a l y e a r s  o n  h o w  t o  u se  th e s e  s e n s it iv e s , a l w a y s  t o o k  a l l  p r e c a u t io n s  
t o  s e c u r e  r e lia b le  r e s u lts .
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Sh e said, "  I see a  y o u n g  m an o f m od erate  height, dark hair, small 
m oustache, a  c ica trice  behind his le ft  ear. . . . H e has been wounded 
in  th e  head. . . .  I see his head ban daged, his brain  injured. . . .  He 
w ill recover co m p lete ly  an d  w ill com e b a ck  n e x t sum m er.”

A p r i l  2nd, 1 9 1 6 .

M. L o u is M. received  official n otice of his son ’s death  ; and a t the same 
tim e he learned th a t  his com rades had seen him  fa ll in the action, struck 
b y  a  b u lle t in th e  forehead, th a t  th e  G erm an s had occupied the ground 
durin g th e n ight, and th a t  in th e  m orning a  F ren ch  coun ter-attack  retook 
th e  ground. A ll th e  dead b elon ging to  th e  M. Jean 's b attalion  were found, 
including th e  colonel, o n ly  th e  b o d y  of Jean M. being m issing.

I t  is ea sy  to  un derstan d th a t  M. M .’s hope becam e stronger.

A p r il  14 th, 19 1 6 .

M. M. asked one of his friends to  h a v e  a  sta n ce  w ith  M m e M ------ , putting
in to  her hands an artic le  belon ging to  his son. She said :

"  I see a yo u n g m an (described) . . .  he has been wounded in the head 
q u ite  recen tly , his brain  is injured  . . .  he is in a  cold place . . .  he 
w ill recover and w ill w r ite .”

M ay  4/A, 1 9 1 6 .

M. M. w en t to  M ile de B ------ , an excellen t su b ject in th e w akin g state.
T h e y  had n ever before m et, and did n ot know  each  other. W ith o u t any 
question  being put, she said :

"  O ne of y o u r sons has recen tly  been w ounded b y  a  b u llet in the fore* 
head, ab o u t 4 p.m ., a b o ve  th e le ft eye  . . . he had no other wound . . . 
he has not been trodden upon . . .  he fell on his b ack  a t once in coma, 
w ith o u t suffering pain. . . . H e m ust h ave  been taken  up four hours later, 
tow ards 8 p.m . H is nam e w as taken  from  his papers b y  a  big, surly German, 
n o t ill-natured . . .  he has been in high fever. . . . Snow  fell on him, 
coverin g his b o d y  and staun chin g th e blood from  his wound. Others 
w ho are th o u gh t to  be dead are round him, b u t are not dead. . . . He 
is now in th e invaded  region, in a  fly in g am bulance, his head bandaged. 
H e  m ust h a ve  got the goodw ill o f som e one in th e am bulance, he is not 
u n h ap p y. H e w ill soon be rem oved, perhaps tow ards G erm an y. E vacu a
tion  lists are being prepared, and official news w ill com e from  Germ any, 
perhaps in June, in  J u ly  a t latest. H e w ill recover com pletely, there will 
be no brain-trouble. N o Frenchm an touched him  a fter  he fell . . . the 
w itnesses w ho th o u gh t him  dead h ave  h ard ly  seen him . . . .”

M a y  5th, 1 9 1 6 .

M. M. had a stan ce w ith  M m e M------ a t 11 a .m . She said :
"  I see a  you n g m an in a com atose state , one w ould sa y  th a t he breathes 

no m ore. . . . H is hearts beats, how ever, and he m oves his hand a little. 
. . .  I  see him  in  a  w ell-lit room , stretched on som ething soft, his head 
covered w ith  bandages. . . . H e is surrounded b y  strangers . . . you 
w ill soon h ave  indirect news of him. . . .  H e w ill w rite later. . . .  I see 
him  w alk in g . . .  he w ill surely com e b ack. T h e  w ound is crosswise 
a b o ve  the le ft eye, going into his hair . . . th e wound w ill lea ve  a scar. 
H is brain  w ill recover.”

O n  th e sam e d ay, a t  2 p.m ., M. M. w ent for the first tim e to  M me Fr., 
a  v e ry  good su b ject in th e w aking state.

O n th e preceding d a y  I had put into Mme F r . ’s hands a  letter from 
L ie u t. Jean M., asking her to  state  the future of the w riter. H er answer 
w a s :

'* There is no future for this person, he is dead.”
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I could not be so cruel as to  rep eat this to  M. M. I let him  th in k  th a t 
I had been unable to  m eet Mme. F r., and advised  him  to  let her use her 
powers for him self. T h is  is w h a t she said to  him  :

"  Y o u r son has been wounded in th e head a  short tim e since, a b o v e  
the left eye, on th e forehead. T h ere is also som e in ju ry  to  th e r ig h t 
shoulder, a  wound or a  blow .

"  H e is now in a  w ell-lit room , and facin g his w indow  there is a  large 
black wall w hich depresses him . H e  w as m oved far a t first, in a  flyin g 
am bulance . . .  he is now in q uiet, not h avin g been m oved for fifteen 
days.

" H is recovery  w ill be slow, despite an appearance of rapid reco very  
after his return. H is understanding w ill be clear, b u t he w ill long rem ain 
irritable, nervous and unequal.

“  Just now he is v e ry  thin. Y o u  w ill get official news in the m iddle of 
the summer. A  little  later he w ill w rite a  card. T h e official news from  
G erm any w ill be incom plete and w ill on ly sa y  th a t you r son was picked 
up and cared for from  the first, w ith ou t sayin g w h at has happened to  
him since. T h e y  w ill leave  this unsaid. Proceedings w ill be taken  to 
restore him before th e end of the war, and w ill p rob ab ly  com e to fruition 
at the close of sum m er or a t  th e end of the year. Y o u  w ill go to m eet h im .''

A s  i t  i s  i m p o s s ib le  t o  g i v e  i n  t h i s  b o o k  s t a n c e  b y  s t a n c e ,  a l l  
t h a t  w a s  s a id  o n  t h i s  p a i n f u l  m a t t e r ,  I  s h a l l  o n l y  m a r k  t h e  p r i n 
c ip a l  s ta g e s ,  t a k i n g  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h o s e  s t a n c e s  w h ic h  g a v e  m o s t  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

August 4 th, 1916.

T h e sister of a friend of M. M. (who knew  nothing of the affair), put a 
letter-card from  L ieu t. Jean M. into the hands of Mme B ., a sensitive, 
who lived a t Carcassone. T h is lad y  had been expressly warned to ta k e  
no in itia tiv e  other than w riting down the words of the percipient. On 
touching th e paper Mme B . said :

“  A  you n g man has w ritten  this . . .  a  youn g man w ith  chestnut 
hair, m iddle height, fresh com plexion, upstanding— a fine lad, v e ry  gentle, 
loyal, and kind . . . fu ll of courage and good spirits. . . . There seem9 
to  be in his fam ily  a boy of whom  he is v e ry  fond ”  (correct). “  H e has been 
wounded b y  a  shell-splinter during a b attle  . . .  he was taken  up, put 
down, and taken  up again . . . severely  wounded . . . has been looked 
after in several places. . . .  I hear the word Cologne . . . m ake inquiries 
there. . . . H e seems to  have been trepanned. . . .  I do not see him 
dead. . . .  I hear ‘ Jean .’ Y o u  m ust hope. H is brain is confused. H e 
is living, he w ill com e back. . . .**

December 18/A, 1916.
M. M. p u t a photograph of his 9on into the hands of Mme A ., of Bourges, 

till then unknown to him. A fter  feeling the thing for a few moments, 
she said :

*' There has been a wound in the forehead, not m ortal, and some in jury  
to  th e shoulder and right a rm ; he would seem to  have been trodden on. 
H e has been taken  up and treated. H e is far aw ay  in a  country to  which 
you cannot w rite . . .  it  is not in G erm any. . . . H is brain Is affected 
. . . you will have no news for four m onths. T ow ards the end of A p ril 
or the beginning of M ay th ey w ill come b y  a letter from him, which will 
get through alm ost b y  a m iracle. . .
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February 26 th, 19 17.

M. M. placed in th e hands of M m e M ., a t  P aris, an o b ject belonging 
to  Jean.

”  H e had had an operation. . . . W hen he opened his eyes afterwards 
his m em ory failed for p a st things, b u t o n ly  ex ists  for present ones. Only 
his h abits rem ain, w hich are in stin ctive . T h e y  are b u sy  w ith his re
education. H e replies when spoken to  : if in French, he answers in French ; 
if in Germ an, in G erm an. H e has not n ew ly  learned th e la tter  language, 
he knew  it  a lread y and it  has com e b ack  to  his ear like  th e instinct to eat. 
H e begins to  rem em ber in fu g itive  gleam s. H e does not rem em ber his 
parents and, therefore, does not suffer. . . . H e is to  others as they are 
to  him ; if he is spoken to  m errily, he sm iles ; if sad ly , he is sad ; he sub
m its to the influences of those w ho speak to  him . H e is still in th at state; 
th e  cure w ill be com plete b u t len gth y  . . . w ith  his parents first, then 
elsewhere, in pleasant trav el. T h e  cure w ill be com pleted  b y  a medical 
friend of the fa m ily  ”  (here a description of m yself). " T h is  doctor will take 
great care of him , etc. . .

June 22nd, 1917.
M adam e G ., a  friend of M. M ., p u ts in to  th e  hands of M me M------a

th in g belonging to Jean. T h e  sen sitive sees progressive am elioration in the 
you n g m an ’s m ental state , describes co rrectly  th e room  in which he 
should sleep when he returns to  his fam ily , and describes the objects 
th a t were on the tab le  in th a t room  in D ecem ber, 19x4, and those that 
w ere there a t the tim e of the stan ce. (This w as q u ite  unknow n to  Mme G., 
and q u ite correct.)

In the sam e stan ce, Mme G. placed in th e hands of M m e M. a letter 
from  an officer w ho fell a  m inute before L ieu t. Jean M., q u ite near him. 
She said : "  H e is dead, his w ife is suffering from  a blow  from  which she 
w ill not recover ; he was m orta lly  w ou n d ed ."

Ju ly  27 th, 1917.
S ta n ce  of M. M. w ith  M ile de B ------ , a t Paris.
“  I see you r wounded son in G erm any, in a  northern tow n. I t  is not 

know n who he is. . . . Papers, identification  badge, and m oney have 
been stolen. . . .  I see him sittin g in a garden, inert, looking vaguely 
abou t him . . . . M em ory w ill return b y  degrees. . . .  I t  is a house for 
convalescents . . . there are good doctors ab o u t him  . . . th ey  say 
th a t his m em ory w ill return sooner or later. H e has som e returns of 
lu cid ity , sligh t and recently. . . . H e often  repeats w h at is said round 
him  . . . his own thought does not often  lead to  speech. . . . Some
tim es th ey  say  to  him, * D o you rem em ber ? ' and he replies * T h e sky  is 
b lu e .’ H e had several operations at first, washings out, a  wound reopened 
several tim es. . . . H e w ill w rite . . .  he w ill return  . . . before very 
lo n g.”

O n the sam e d a y  M. M. had a stan ce w ith  Mme F r.
" Y o u  eldest son is not dead . . . nervous exhaustion  th a t w ill take 

long to  get well. H e w ill return m uch enfeebled, b u t w ill reco ver.”

September iSth, 1917.
Mme G. placed an ob ject belonging to  Jean in the hands of M m e M------.

T h e  sensitive gave a long series of visions going over all th a t had happened 
to  th e young man since the beginning of the w ar (correct in a ll th a t could 
be verified) and ended b y  saying, "  H e has w ritten  . . .  his return is 
near. H is m em ory is im proving . . .  he thinks of his youn ger brother, 
who is not now a child, b u t he thinks of him as he was when a child . . .
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he thinks of a fall and an illness of this brother when he w as q u ite  a child, 
th at he thought m uch of a t th e tim e ."  (Mme G. did not know  t h is ; it 
is correct.)

November ^rd, 1917.
A  friend of a sister-in-law  of a friend of M. M .’s, who knew  nothing of 

the circum stances and was not acq uain ted  w ith  M. M .’s fam ily, was 
asked to  interview  M ile A . B ., a m etagnom ic su b ject a t Charentes, 
with an article belonging to  Jean.

"  T his youn g m an is v e ry  w eak . . .  he is called Jean. . . . H e is in 
a large house. . . .  I see m any sick persons there. T h e doctors g ive him 
much atten tion  . . .  a little  less, how ever, than at his first arrival . . . 
his com rades are kind to him . . .  he has lost his m em ory. . . . T h e y  
say, * W h a t is you r nam e ? ’ H e has forgotten  i t ; he who was so in telli
gent cannot count five . . . b u t his m em ory w ill return when he sees 
his p aren ts."

N ovem ber  15 th, 1917.
M. Pierre M., youn ger brother of L ieu t. Jean, aged nineteen, w ent for 

the first tim e to M. de FI., and p u t no question. M. de FI. has seen his 
father tw ice, b u t had had no confidences from him. Pierre M. does not 
resem ble his fath er at all. In the course of a delineation of P ierre ’s life, 
the percipient said :

"  Y o u r brother is in grave danger. . . .  I see a great circle w ith  red 
flashes ; this indicates som ething v e ry  serious, but it is not fatal. . . .
I have no impression of death like cold. T h is man m ust have been a long 
while com atose . . . there will be no news for a long while. . . .  I do 
not see a final separation betw een you and him. I t  seems to me th a t you 
should see him a ga in ."

J u n e  24th, 1918.

Mme G ., stan ce w ith  Mme M. ; she gave her an ob ject belonging to 
the lieutenant. (The sam e ob ject has never been used twice, during the 
long series of trials and w ith  an y  of the sensitives.)

"  T h is man is ly in g down, he is not ill . . . th ey  will see him again 
soon, v e ry  soon. H is m em ory is returning. I see him soon to be happy. 
Oh, yes, q uite happy. H e w ill return. I see a series of moves, long and 
tryin g, sto p p a g es; then he comes into a h illy  country . . . there is rest 
and great jo y  to find his own people again . . . then, after some days, he 
returns hom e."

Mme G. then put into her hands a letter from Pierre (Pierre M., the 
lieu ten an t’s brother, was a m edical student recently m obilized, and at 
the tim e of the stan ce was in garrison at Grenoble).

T h e  sensitive described Pierre and the m ilitary life he was leading. 
Then she said, "  T h e m ost salient fact about this young man is th at he 
is in relation w ith the one I have ju st seen. . . .  I have a clear vision 
of the person I have ju st before spoken of . . .  he seems to be a relation, 
a  brother. B u t he will not see that brother in the town where he now 
is . . .  he will go to meet him. H e cannot pass the frontier. . .

November 25th, 1918.
Mme G. places in the hands of Mme M------an object belonging to the

lieutenant.
0 This young man is now in a mountainous country, he has arrived 

there quite recently. . . . H e returns very  soon . . .  he will write. . . .
I see his early return, then his m eeting w ith a man, like his father . . .
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th en  th ere com es a v e r y  yo u n g m an, like  his brother. Then he finds all 
h is ow n p e o p le .”

M m e G . p laces in her hands a  le tte r  from  P ierre.
T h e  sen sitive  g iv es p e rfe ctly  co rrect d eta ils  of P ierre ’s present life, 

and continues to  see g rea t jo y  o v er  th e  return  of a  brother and mentions 
also an oth er happiness, a  p ro ject of m arriage.

T h is  la tte r  m uch d isqu ieted  M m e G ., w ho dared not speak of it to 
M . M ., fearin g som e stu d e n t’s escapad e. B u t th e fa ct w as th at Pierre 
w as d eep ly  in lo ve  w ith  M m e G .’s ow n d au gh ter, unknow n to the whole 
fa m ily , and m arried her in 1921. T h is  stru ck  a  h a p p y  note in the family 
trag ed y .

March 20 th, 1919.
I had a sm all piece of leath er from  th e  lin in g of a  h a t belonging to 

Jean p u t in  th e  hands of M ile L ., w ho kn ew  n othin g of the fam ily of 
M. L ou is M. A s  soon as she had this, she described the missing man 
and said :

“ H e is ill in a fron tier tow n, suffering from  loss of m em ory; his brain 
is affected . . . am nesia . . .  he does a  d a ily  exercise to  restore memory 
. . .  as soon as he rem em bers he w ill sp e a k .”

August, 19x9.
M. L ou is M. puts an o b ject belon ging to  Jean in th e hands of Mme 

M ------ .
“  T h is  m an is livin g, b u t suffering from  am nesia . . . round him there 

is a  sm all group of three or four sim ilar cases. H e sp eaks strangely from 
tim e to  tim e. H e speaks several languages. T h e  brain is sick b ut living, 
a  d row sy brain  now w akin g up.

“  T h e  house w here he is being cared for is a  large building, not ancient, 
b u t like a  large fa m ily  h otel or con ven t . . . v e ry  large, not a private 
house. In  front th ere is a  large co u rtyard . I go in. . . . I see many 
sm all, narrow  w in d o w s; I go out and see a ll round it  a  sm iling country
side, ponds, m uch w ater here and there, like lakes, a  va lle y  on one side, 
and on th e oth er w hite m ountain  tops, lit up b y  th e sunshine. . . . The 
house w here he is liv in g  is in th e east, close to  th e frontier. . . . He has 
com e to  him self. T h ere w ill be m uch indirect statem ent, b ut he will 
g iv e  his nam e and n atio n ality .

"  H e w ill not s ta y  there long ; his tim e there seem s to  m e nearly ended ; 
there is no m ore tim e.

“  I see him  travellin g  later, not w ith  strangers, b u t w ith  the person 
now here present . . .  a  sojourn in a  large tow n w here there is water 
. . . several persons join  him  there. . . . L ater, I see him in his fam ily 
. . . th e y  ta k e  m uch pains to restore his m ental health . H e is looked 
a fter  b y  a  m an, w ho feels as a friend tow ards him, and dom inates him . . . 
th is m an seems to  tear a w ay  the veils of th e brain and restores him to 
com plete life ; then fam ily  life is resum ed as it  form erly w as.”

October, 1919.
M. L ouis M. had one stan ce w ith  Mme M------ , one w ith  M ile de B ------ ,

and one w ith  a  Mme G ., a  m etagnom ic su b ject under hypnosis, never before 
tried b y  him . A ll the inform ation given  m ay be sum m ed up as— your 
wounded son still suffers from  loss of m em ory, b u t w ill soon rejoin  you.

Epilogue.
L ieu ten an t Jean M. has not returned. H e has never w ritten. The 

m ost strenuous researches have revealed nothing. T h ere is no trace of 
him  in th e hospitals of G erm any, Sw itzerland, and Fran ce. N o grave on
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the battlefields shows his burial-place. A ll tends to  show th a t th e bullet 
th a t struck  his forehead in the b attle  of V erdun killed him . H is b od y 
was prob ab ly buried b y  earth  throw n up b y  the shells.

February, 20th, 1922.
M. L ouis M., passing through Paris, was curious to h ave his life 

delineated b y  Mme P ., a m etagnom ic sub ject (waking), w ith  whom  I 
had experim ented for som e m onths w ith  ve ry  good results. A m ong 
other things relatin g to him she said this :

"  Y o u  fear th a t your dark-haired son is dead . . .  a sudden death . . . 
he was wounded in the head . . .  he was far a w ay  . . .  he m ight have 
been saved. H e had recen tly  seen you, and had w ritten ju st before he 
was killed. Y o u  would like to think th a t he is not dead . . . your w ife 
som etim es thinks him dead and som etim es th a t he m ay be livin g . . . 
he m ight have been sa ve d ."

March 25/A, 1922.
M. P ierre M. visited the same sensitive for the first time, and in the 

course of the delineation of his life she only said these few words relating 
to his brother :

" . . .  There has been a death in your fam ily, in a foreign country . . . 
or in b attle . . . ."

On finding quite recently  a page from a notebook b y  L ieut. Jean,
w ritten  when he was a law -student, I wished to know w hat Mme M------
would sa y  now th a t all hope is e x t in c t ; and I asked Mile F an n y G. to 
put this paper into the hands of the sensitive and w rite down ex a ctly  
w hat she m ight say.

A p ril 15 th, 1922.
Mile F . G. gave, in the first place, a letter from M. Louis M., the father.
Mme M------ said, "  I see a man, light hair, grey-blue eyes, clear com 

plexion . . .  he has been in great trouble . . .  a break in his life, m uch 
sorrow . . .  a sudden blow . . . the death of some one near him, a tragic 
death, as if accidental . . .  a terrible shock.

"  I see a road, a great extent of landscape, and so ld iers; yes, uniforms 
round th a t man . . . it  is not really a death . . . he fe ll."

(A t this m om ent the sensitive stopped speaking and m ade fruitless 
efforts. Mile F . G. took aw ay M. M .'s letter and replaced it b y  the 
page from Jean ’s notebook.)

" . . .  I see him quite clearly, they carry him a w a y ; he is living. H is eyes 
are em pty of thought, there seems to be a wound on the side of his head, 
his face is reddened w ith blood . . . th ey  carry him slow ly . . . strangers 
are carrying him . . .  he is w ith these people a long tim e . . .  he does 
not see them, his brain is vacan t . . .  it  is now long since. I see snow 
. . .  it is far in the past . . . but there is a present, a return . . . his 
life returns to full d a ylig h t."

"  W here is this person, describe the place and his surroundings ? "
M It  is cold, he is with several others suffering like himself. I affirm this. 

. . .  I see gleams of clearer thought in his brain, then great jo y  in the 
brain of the other person, a near relation, like a father. . . .  T h e whole 
fam ily is overjoyed. . . .  I see a young man who is like him, and a whole 
group. This snow country is connected w ith w hat is happening ju st 
now ." (The Genoa Conference had then been announced.) “ W h a t is 
happening will decide much for these sufferers . . .  it seems to be a sad 
page from the story of the war . . .  his father suffers, b ut he has a 
slight hope . . .  he doubts, and sometimes thinks there is no hope. B u t
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he should  keep th a t  hope, o th erw ise I should  sa y , * you  m ust mourn for 
h im .' T h ere  are stran gers round him , b u t n o t strangers on ly. . . .  1 see 
him  w ell, d arker com plexion  and d a rk er hair th an  his father. . . . There 
are S isters of M ercy, or seem  such, b lu e and w h ite  dresses . . .  he speaks, 
he rem em bers th e p a st . . . h is retu rn  w ill be n ot b y  his own act. . . . 
T h ere  is a  group of yo u n g F ren ch m en  like  him  . . .  he was 22 or 24 
years old when he fell . . .  he rem em bers th a t it  w as cold when he was 
w ounded. . . . "

“  I rem em ber to  h a v e  seen th is m an . . . b u t I never had this vision 
of him  . . .  it  is th e last p lace before his retu rn . . . ."

Conclusion.
T h is  ab b revia ted  su m m ary  gives o n ly  a sligh t idea of the psychological 

im portance of th is long series of exp erim ents, w ith  its abun dan t psychic 
o u tp u t from  m an y sources.

I t  contain s a v e ry  large am ou n t of supernorm al know ledge. The 
sen sitives ga v e  m an y descriptions of th e  scene of L ieu t. Jean ’s wound 
th a t were unknow n a t  th e tim e, and afterw ard s verified. T h e y  announced 
beforehand m isleading news, w h ich  c a m e ; and oth er things. T hey 
predicted  to  M. L ou is M. different secon d ary m atters in his life, which 
cam e to  pass. T h e y  predicted  th e chan ges in  th e m ilitary  career of his 
second son, Pierre, and revealed  th e daw n ing love th a t he alone knew, 
and also his approaching m arriage. (H e w as m arried a t tw enty-tw o, 
a lm ost a t the beginning of his m edical courses.)

B u t all referring to  the tim e a fter  th e  w ound of L ieu t. Jean M. was 
a  tabulation  m arvellously  co-ordinated and ad ap ted  to  th e circum stances. 
I v e ry  w illin gly  exp lain  th e genesis of th is rom ance w hich started  from 
a hope and w en t on for six  years :

W hen M. L ou is M. presented him self before M. de F I., he w as not quite 
certain  of his son ’s death. N o official n otice had reached him. A bullet 
in the head is not a lw ays fatal, even though there m ay be the appearance 
of d eath  for some tim e. T h is frail ra y  of hope in his subconscious thought 
m ust h ave passed to  the sen sitive and h ave  influenced his m ental repre
sen tation . I t  w ill h ave been observed th a t th e first m etagnom ic answer 
affirm ed v e ry  little .

B u t as soon as the hope becam e conscious, a fter  this first revelation, 
M. L ouis M. was in a state  of m ind a p t to  g iv e  stron ger suggestion, and 
he presented him self th e sam e afternoon to  M m e M ., a  h yp n otic  subject 
p articu larly  open to  m ental suggestion. A n d  from  th a t tim e forth, his 
subconscious m ental creations were reflected in  the m inds of all the 
sensitives em ployed. A ll the inform ation given  w as concordant and 
follow ed the sam e sequence. H is subconsciousness im agined all possi
bilities regarding his son’s return. Though he did not in person undertake 
th e stan ces w ith  the eleven sensitives em ployed, it  w as a lw ays he who 
furnished th e interm ediary objects, and he touched these. A n d  on that 
accou n t the sensitives behaved as th e y  do when w orkin g on a  person 
d ista n t in space ; th a t is, th ey  acted  as if M. M. were there present with 
th e w hole conten t of his thought.

T h is supposition is supported b y  the fa ct th a t in a ll th is long series of 
stan ces all th e indications given  b y  the sensitives were true excep t those 
w hich were con trary  to th e death of his son.

W h atever th e explanation  m ay be, there w as an am azin g tabulation  
on this last point.

F rom  w hich we m ust conclude :
T h a t th e revelations m ade b y  m etagnom ic subjects are as concordant 

in the case of error as in the case of truth.
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T h a t these su b jects  are p sych ic  instrum ents p a rticu la rly  fitted  to g iv e  
to  psychologists w ho s tu d y  transm ission of th o u gh t abu n d an t dem on
stration of its  v e r ity .

E r r o r s  a r is in g  f r o m  d e fe c t iv e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  th e  p s y c h is m  o f  

m e ta g n o m ic  s u b je c ts .

S e t t i n g  a s id e  t h e  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  e x 
p re s s e s  i t s e l f  d i r e c t l y  b y  a u t o m a t i c  s p e a k in g  o r  w r i t i n g ,  o r  b y  
o t h e r  m o d e s  o f  d i r e c t  a c t i o n — t a b l e - r a p p i n g ,  p l a n c h e t t e s  i n d i c a t 
i n g  a n  a l p h a b e t ,  e t c . — t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  m a y ,  
b y  f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  t a s k  b a d l y ,  i n t r o d u c e  e r r o r ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  
s u b c o n s c io u s  i m a g i n a t i v e  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  c o r r e c t .  I n  t h i s  c la s s  
o f  e r r o r s ,  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  a r is e s  f r o m  a  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  m e n t a l  im a g e s .

T h e  r e a d e r  i s  a w a r e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  w o r k i n g  o f  
t h e  s e n s i t i v e  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  is  t o  a t t e n d  t o  
t h e  w a n d e r in g s  o f  m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  t o  r e c o n s t i t u t e  
t h e i r  m e a n in g .  I t  k n o w s ,  t o o ,  h o w  d iv e r s e  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
m a y  b e .  S o m e t im e s  a  p i c t u r e  a r is e s ,  d is a p p e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  m i n d  
h a s  in s t a n t a n e o u s l y  t o  p e r c e iv e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  
t h e  p i c t u r e .  S o m e t im e s  i t  i s  a  l o n g  s e r ie s  o f  s t i l l  o r  m o v i n g  
im a g e s  w h o s e  i n d i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  c o - o r d in a t e d .  S o m e t im e s  i t  
is  i n  w o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s ,  m o r e  o r  le s s  d i s t i n c t l y  h e a r d ,  t h a t  m u s t  
b e  r e p e a t e d .  S o m e t im e s  i t  i s  b y  f e e l in g s  t h a t  m u s t  b e  d e f in e d ,  
a n d  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  p u r p o s e .  S o m e t im e s  i t  i s  b y  c c e n e s th e t ic  
s e n s a t io n s  ( p a in s ,  u n e a s in e s s ,  e t c . )  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  
l o c a l i t y  o f  a n  a i l m e n t  h a s  t o  b e  d e d u c e d .  S o m e t im e s  s y m b o ls  
o r  a l le g o r ie s  a p p e a r ,  f o r  w h ic h  m e a n in g s  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d .

I n  s h o r t ,  g i v e n  t h e  w a n t  o f  p r e c is io n  a n d  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t h e  
a r t i f i c e s  b y  w h ic h  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n f o r m s  t h e  
c o n s c io u s  m i n d ,  i t  is  e a s y  t o  s e e  w h y  t h i s  l a t t e r  m a y  n o t  a lw a y s  
p l a y  i t s  p a r t  c o r r e c t l y  a n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  e r r o r s  i t  m a y  i n t r o d u c e .

I f  m e t a g n o m ic  s e n s i t i v e s  r e c e iv e d  a n  e x a c t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  
r e a l i t i e s  a s  w e  c a l l  t h e m  u p  b y  a n  e f f o r t  o f  m e m o r y ,  t h e y  w o u ld  
o n l y  h a v e  t o  d e s c r ib e  w h a t  t h e y  "  s e e , "  b u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  
m e n t a l  im a g e s ,  w h e t h e r  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  o r  n o t ,  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  
s u g g e s t  n o t io n s  o n l y ; t o  g i v e  a n  id e a  o f  t h in g s ,  a n d  t h e  w o r d s  
t h a t  e x p r e s s  t h i s  a r e  n o t  a lw a y s  a n  e x a c t  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y .  
H e n c e  r e s u l t  errors o f  a p p r o x im a tio n ,  t h e  s e n s i t i v e s  g e t t i n g  m o r e  
o r  le s s  n e a r  t o  a c t u a l i t y  ; a n d  errors o f  a p p lic a t io n ,  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  
g i v i n g  c o r r e c t  i n d i c a t i o n s  b u t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  w r o n g  p e r s o n  o r  
e v e n t ; a n d  errors o f  m o d a lity  a n d  tim e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  a  v e r y  d i s t i n c t  e r r o r  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  c o n f id e d  
t o  m e  b y  M .  M a u r ic e  R ------- :

In 1913, Mile de B------ , a  m etagnom ic subject in the w aking state, said
to  him , in course of a s6ance, th at he would die towards the age of fifty.
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and described the scene of his death— the painful breathing of the dying 
man, whose respiration she im itated, his son bending over him, a woman 
at his side speaking English, all in a room on the ground floor, with a 
certain arrangem ent of furniture. Four years later, in 1918, M. Maurice
R ------went through the whole of this painful dram a on the occasion of his
father’s death, who died of pneumonia, aged about fifty.

The conscious mind of the sensitive, perceiving a scene conformable 
to a future event and having had no indication fixing its relation to 
another person, thought it must refer to Maurice R ------ .

I f  e r r o r s  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  s o m e w h a t  r a r e ,  e r r o r s  o f  t i m e  a r e  
m u c h  m o r e  c o m m o n  ; f o r  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  f e w  c a s e s  i n  w h ic h  
m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o r  a u t o m a t i c  e x p r e s s io n  o f  a  d a t e  a n d  a  
n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  o r  y e a r s  a r is e s  s p o n t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  h a s  
t o  e s t i m a t e  t i m e ,  b o t h  a s  t o  i t s  m o d e  a n d  e x t e n t ,  b y  i n t e r p r e t i n g  
t h e  a r t i f i c e s  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  v a r i a b l e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s i t iv e s  
a n d  a l w a y s  o f  d o u b t f u l  i m p o r t .

M .  d e  F l e u r i £ r e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d e r i v e s  h i s  id e a s  o f  t i m e  b y  
v i s i o n  o n  a  s e m i c i r c u l a r  s c r e e n  o n  w h i c h  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  a  l i f e  a r e  
s y m b o l i c a l l y  p r o j e c t e d .  T h e  e v e n t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
a r e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  s t r a i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  e y e ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p a s t  t o  
t h e  l e f t ,  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t ; a n d  t h e  d is t a n c e s  
f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  a p p r o x i m a t e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l i f e .

M m e  M o r e l ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  a n te ,  k n o w s  t h a t  a n  e v e n t  is  i n  t h e  
p a s t  w h e n  h e r  i n f o r m a t i v e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a r e ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  b e h in d  
h e r  ; a  p r e s e n t  e v e n t  i s  a t  h e r  s id e  a n d  a  f u t u r e  o n e  i n  f r o n t ,  a l l  
i n  a  p e r s p e c t i v e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  s o m e  s o r t  o f  s p a c in g  i n  t im e .  
T h i s  s y m b o l i s m ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u f f ic e s  s o  w e l l  t o  h e r  c o n s c io u s  i n t e r 
p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  d u r i n g  t w e l v e  y e a r s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  k n o w n  h e r  p la c e  
a n  e v e n t  i n  t h e  w r o n g  m o d e  o f  t i m e .

B u t  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  o t h e r  s e n s i t i v e s  a r e  le s s  
r e l i a b l e .  N o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  s t a t e  p a s t  o r  f u t u r e  e v e n t s  a s
p r e s e n t .  I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  ( p .  1 8 0 )  h o w  M m e  L . - F ------- , i n  M a y ,
1 9 1 2 ,  t h i n k i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m y  p r o f e s s io n a l  e m p lo y m e n t  
a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  d e s c r ib e d  w h a t  t o o k  p la c e  i n  t h e  w a r  b e t w e e n  
A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 4 ,  a n d  J u l y ,  1 9 1 6 .

I n  t h e  b u l k  o f  c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  m o d a l i t y  o f  t im e  
a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l ; b u t  e r r o r s  a s  t o  i t s  d u r a t i o n  a r e  t h e  r u l e .  I n  
t w e l v e  y e a r s  I  h a v e  h a d  f r o m  p e r c ip i e n t s  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  
e v e n t s  p la c e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a g e s  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  
b u t  o n l y  t w i c e ,  p r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  e v e n t s  g i v i n g  a n  e x a c t  d a t e  
t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  c o r r e c t .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  I  h a v e  j u s t  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  
o f  1 9 2 1 - 2 2 ,  a n  e v e n t  c o n c e r n in g  m y s e l f  w h i c h  M m e  M o r e l  
a n n o u n c e d  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 1 0 ,  a s  “  s o  n e a r  t h a t  i t  o u g h t  n o t  t o  
b e  m o r e  t h a n  a  m o n t h  d i s t a n t . ”

T h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  i s  a ls o  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  
e r r o r — in te n t io n a l o m is s io n — p a r t i a l  o r  c o m p le t e .  E x c e p t  w h e n
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e x p r e s s in g  t h e m s e lv e s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  s e n s i t i v e s  a r e  i n  t h e  s a m e  
k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  w e  a l l  a r e  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  o u r  i n w a r d  t h o u g h t s ; t h e y  c a n  m o d i f y  t h e  m e a n in g  
o r  t h e y  c a n  s u p p r e s s  i t .  T h i s  i s  a l l o w a b l e  w h e n  i t  i s  d o n e  t o  
s p a r e  p a i n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  o v e r - g r ie v o u s  a n n o u n c e 
m e n t s .

W h e n  M m e  F r a y a  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  t i m e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  h i s  d e a t h  
t o  D r .  V a s c h id e  t h i s  w a s  i n v o l u n t a r y ,  a n d  a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  
r e p e a t e d l y  a s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  s h e  a t  f i r s t  l e f t  u n a n s w e r e d ,  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e p l y  w o u l d  b e  p a i n f u l .  —

T h e r e  is  y e t  o n e  m o r e  k i n d  o f  e r r o r  b y  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d  o f  
t h e  s e n s i t i v e .  I t  c o n s is t s  i n  d e m a n d i n g  m o r e  f r o m  t h e  m e t a 
g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  t h a n  i t  c a n  p r o d u c e .

A  t y p i c a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  k i n d  is  w h e n  t h e  s u b je c t ,  a w a r e  o f  t h e  
p o w e r  t o  f o r e t e l l  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  t h i n k s  h i m s e l f  a ls o  a b le  
t o  f o r e t e l l  f u t u r e  e v e n t s  a n d  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l— t h e  f u t u r e .  W h e n  
h e  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  d o  t h i s ,  e i t h e r  b y  r e q u e s t  o r  o n  h is  o w n  i n i t i a 
t i v e ,  e i t h e r  n o t h i n g  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  e f f o r t  o r  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
m i n d  b e g in s  t o  w o r k  a n d  b u i l d s  u p  a  r o m a n c e  o n  d a t a  s u p p l ie d  
b y  t h e  c o n s c io u s  m i n d .  T h i s  m a y  c h a n c e  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t ,  
b u t  m o r e  o f t e n  p r o v e s  m i s t a k e n .

E r r o r s  th a t h a v e  th e ir  o r ig in  i n  th e  g e n e r a l f u n c t i o n i n g  p r o c e s s u s  
o f  m e ta g n o m ic  f a c u l t y .

T h o u g h  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  is  p e r m a n e n t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  
i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  i s  a lw a y s  r e a d y  t o  c o m e  i n t o  p l a y  o n  d e m a n d ,  
n e v e r t h e le s s  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  i t  r e f le c t s  is  a c c i 
d e n t a l  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n .

C e r t a i n  s u b je c t s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  r a r e  g i f t s  a r e  a b le ,  a t  a  f i r s t  
s e a n c e  w i t h  a  g i v e n  p e r s o n ,  t o  d e l i n e a t e  h i s  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  l i f e  
b o t h  p a s t  a n d  f u t u r e .  B u t  w h e n  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  s e a n c e s  t h e y  a r e  
s u m m o n e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  w h ic h  g o  t o  m a k e  u p  t h a t  
l i f e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i n  t h e  u n k n o w n  a n d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  
m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e m s  t o  p r o c e e d  f r o m  a  w h im s i c a l  
m e n t a l  w o r k i n g : a n d  t h i s  f a c t ,  w h ic h  is  s o o n  a p p a r e n t  w i t h  
f i r s t - r a t e  s e n s i t iv e s ,  is  m u c h  m o r e  o b v io u s  w i t h  th o s e  o f  b u t  
m i d d l i n g  q u a l i t y .

T o  v e r i f y  h o w  m u c h  t h e r e  is  t h a t  is  f o r t u i t o u s  i n  t h e  m e t a 
g n o m ic  o u t p u t ,  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p la c e  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  b e f o r e  
s e v e r a l  p e r c ip ie n t s  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y ; i t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  t h a t  e v e n  i f  
n o n e  o f  t h e  r e v e la t io n s  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a n d  s o m e  a r e  c o n c o r 
d a n t ,  o n e  s u b je c t  w i l l  t e l l  t h in g s  t h a t  a n o t h e r  d o e s  n o t  m e n t i o n .  
A ls o  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  i n  s t a n c e  a t  i n t e r v a l s  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
s e n s i t i v e ,  w i l l  e l i c i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  v a r ie s  i n  i t s  p u r p o s e  a n d  
h a s  n o t  a lw a y s  a n y  a p p a r e n t  c o n n e c t io n  f r o m  o n e  o c c a s io n  t o  
a n o t h e r .  E a c h  s u b je c t  a t  e a c h  s e a n c e  s e e m s  t o  g r a s p  o n e  p o r t i o n  

15
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o f  t h e  l i f e  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  a l l  o t h e r s .  R e p e t i t i o n  o f  s ta n c e s  
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  p e r c i p i e n t s  a c c u m u la t e s  a  t o t a l  w h i c h  in d ic a t e s  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  l i f e  a n d  c o - o r d i n a t e s  i t s  e v e n t s .

T h i s  p a r c e l l e d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h u m a n  l i v e s  m a y  b e  e x p la in e d  b y  
t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  e a c h  l i f e  a n d  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  e v o lu t i o n a r y  
f a c t o r s  t h a t  g o  t o  i t s  c o m p l e t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  f o r  e a c h  
s e n s i t i v e ,  a n d  i n  e a c h  s e a n c e ,  a n  u n a v o i d a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  
m e t a g n o m i c  d e l i n e a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  in v o lu n t a r y  o m is s io n s  a r e  r e a d i l y  
t a k e n  f o r  e r r o r s  w h e n  w e  f i n d  o n e  p e r c i p i e n t ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  s o m e  e v e n t  i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  
a n d  s i l e n t  o n  o n e  t h a t  i s  n e a r  a t  h a n d  a n d  o f  m u c h  g r e a t e r  
i m p o r t .

F r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  le a d s  u s  t o  r e 
m a r k  t h a t  s e n s i t i v e s  m a k e  o m is s io n s  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w h i c h  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  
o r  o t h e r  a r e  le s s  e a s i l y  g r a s p e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i d i o 
s y n c r a s ie s .  F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e y  a c t  a s  s p e c i a l i s t s — s o m e  
r e a d i l y  p e r c e iv i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  o r g a n i c  l i f e ; o t h e r s  e m o t i o n a l  o r  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t a t e s ; a n d  o t h e r s ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s ,  
e t c . ,  a s  i f  t h e s e  n o t io n s  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  d y n a m i c  q u a l i t i e s  i n f l u e n c in g  
p e r c ip i e n t s  d i f f e r e n t l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  s h a d e s  o f  s e n s i t iv e n e s s .

I  w i l l  c i t e  o n e  in s t a n c e ,  e r r o r  o f  i n v o l u n t a r y  o m is s io n  ( i f  o n e  
m u s t  c a l l  t h a t  “  e r r o r  ”  w h i c h  is  a  f u n c t i o n a l  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  
f a c u l t y ) ,  v e r y  t y p i c a l  i n  t h a t  i t  s h o w s  a  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t  
d e s c r i b i n g  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l l y  a n  e v e n t  f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t  t o o k  
p la c e ,  a n d  n o t  m e n t i o n i n g  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e v e n t s  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  
r e a l i z a t i o n ,  k n o w n ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  c o n c e r n e d .

W hen the war of 1914 broke out, M. Antoine W . was manager of a 
factory in Central France. As an officer of artillery, then as an aviator, 
and also squadron leader, he had occasion, when passing through Paris, to
use the special faculty of Mme M------(in hypnosis), who on each occasion
told him (in substance) that despite the constant risks to which he was 
exposed, he would have no serious wound, and that he would resume his 
life under other conditions, that a situation would be offered him by a 
tall, thin, grey-headed man, well known to him, living in a country house 
in the middle of France, who would need his talent for organization, 
etc. . . .

M. A. W. recognized M. Henri D. in the description given.
In July, 1919, M. W. was demobilized. Circumstances fell out so that 

he did not resume his pre-war employment. He remained in Paris.

A u g u s t  16th, 1920.
He asked Mme M------to foretell his professional future, which could

not be normally foreseen.
A t that moment he was in negotiation with his brother and the brother’s 

partner with respect to the restoration of a group of factories in Northern 
France that belonged to them. His mental content was that he would 
accept the direction of this restoration, it  being understood that he 
would retain the right to resign if he had a better offer.
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Mme M. said to him :
"  Your actual situation is vague, it does not exist. Many negotiations 

will lead to a result, but you will give up everything for a special business, 
a new situation. . . . "

"  Look for the circumstances leading to this new situation.”
" Y o u  will receive a call from a man who is interested in you. You 

will first take a journey of a few hours to a family, and then another 
displacement near by, with this man . . .  a tall man, thin, getting grey, 
known to you. I see you mounting a hill, coming to a large house, going 
upstairs, and entering a large room . . . and there I hear a long conversa
tion with that man. . . .  A  man belonging to your fam ily takes part in 
the conversation a little later. . . . During this conversation the lady of 
the house comes in— a little woman. . . . A man also comes in ; he belongs 
to the house, and interrupts the talk. He is of no consequence, goes out 
quickly, and the conversation is resumed.

"  A ll the surroundings are well known to you.”

N ovem ber  3 rd, 1920.
M.W. is in s6ance with Mme M------. He was then occupied in the recon

struction of the northern factories belonging to his brother and partner. 
Difficulties of one kind and another delayed the work, and different 
projects were put forward. M. W. found no advantage in the work and 
intended to give it up.

Replying to the question, *' Look for m y present professional pro
spects,” she said, "  Your present position is undefined, but I see a speedy 
change . . .  it is even now in progress . . . the man who will bring it 
about lives in the country, he is tall, etc. He will act in his own interest, 
and will offer a situation . . . you will receive a letter and a telegram 
calling you, coming into your fam ily circle . . . there will be a lady, 
your wife, and a dark young girl belonging to the fam ily.”

N o vem b er 2 7th , 1920.
M. W . had given up the work in the North. F ive offers were made to 

him, which he was thinking over.
Mme M------, asked to state his professional situation, said to him :
”  I see an immediate change of place . . .  a certain man wants some

body . . .  he thinks much of you, he offers a situation with an interesting 
future . . . you will receive a telegram and a letter . . . calling you 
into the country where the man is living . . .  it is in the country . . . 
you go up a hill, you come to a large open space . . . into a large house 
. . . you get an offer of an interesting post which you accept on the spot.
. . . This change is already in progress . . . the letter is written. . . .
I see a new situation very near . . .  all is arranged.”

During this stance M. W. placed a letter from one of his sisters in the
hands of Mme M------and asked certain questions concerning her. Among
other things, Mme M------said :

”  A t the time that the events I have just seen come to pass this person 
will be in your family circle. . . .  I see her connected with all this.”

December 24 th, 1920.
M. and Mme W . hold a stance with Mme M------. A t that time he was in

negotiation with a financial group who were proposing to him a mission 
to Syria to make a study of conditions for investment of capital. M. W . 
was much interested in this and was preparing for an immediate start.

"  Look for my present professional prospects.”
" . . .  I see many projects at the present moment . . . projects that
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you will abandon for a new offer . . . you will receive a letter and a 
telegram  in a  few hours, containing the offer of a post.

"  A  letter arrives in your fam ily circle . . . th at lady who is there 
will be present . . . there is also another member of the family, a young 
girl . . . you are absent . . . the affair is proposed by a tall, thin man, 
greyish, with a small face . . . who wants a man to look after his interests 
. . .  an interesting post that promises a future. T he present post is to 
be given up at once for the new offer.”

J a n u a r y  17th, 1921.
I was with M. W . a t the house of Mme M------. He was to leave Paris for

Syria  the next day. He had in his pocket his rail and steamer tickets 
and his passport. O nly some serious event could prevent his departure. 
No proposition of a new post could now stop him. I directed the seance.

“  Look for the professional situation of the gentleman holding your 
hand.”

” . . .  I see this gentlem an’s habits change very  shortly by reason of 
the receipt of a letter. . . . He m ust go, but not very  far. . . .  I see a 
decisive moment for his living w ith a grey-haired man. . . .  I hear long 
conversations in a large room . . . then I see coming and going, that 
solution is the only one.”

”  Look for the situation of this gentleman during to-m orrow.”
"  I see nothing unusual . . .  a little later I see a call to him . . . 

alm ost im mediately. . . .  I see again w hat I saw before. . . . ”
”  W hat will he do after to-morrow ? ”
”  I see a departure, a road, a hill, a large house . . . the interview is 

very  near . . .  at a few hours from Paris.”
”  Look carefully for the next events in his life.”
"  I see a thousand things offered him . . . one rather more precise 

than the others. . . .  I see a project for a distant journey, which will 
not come about . . . this journey seems to be settled to take place in a 
few hours. . . . Nevertheless, I see the same man as before; it will be on 
his account that the new situation will not continue . . . there is an 
immediate departure and return . . .  it is short, very short . . . there 
is this project, but the intervention stops it. The journey is a long one, 
to a country different from this where we are. I do not see that man. . . . 
I t  is to a place where the language is different . . . there is much water, 
it  is very warm. It is only a project . . .  it  will not come to pass. . . .” 

M. W . left Paris next day, and embarked at Marseilles, two days later for 
Alexandretta.

February 5th, 1921.
M. W . is in Syria. His sister Mile Fanny W . puts a letter from him

into the hand of Mme M------(hypnosis) and asks, ”  Look for the writer
of this letter.”

"  I see him in the country . . .  in a small town . . . seems far off 
. . .  he has made several changes to reach that place . . . railway and 
boat . . .  he came to a port.

”  I see him quite well. . . . He has brown hair, height about 5ft. 6in. 
. . .  he has gone on business. . . .  I see a success, but he gives it u p ; he is 
recalled . . . everything ends abruptly, he will come back. . . . He will 
not stay with these people . . .  he leaves by his own desire . . .  a 
grey-haired man calls him back to take charge of his interests. . . .  He 
knows him. . . .”

Mme Fanny W. thought the percipient possessed b y  a fixed id e a ; she 
left this matter and passed to other questions.
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M a rch  5th , 1921.
M. W. had returned from Syria since March 2nd. T he financial group 

was considering w hat could be done on various projects. M. W. said 
toM m eM ------, “  Look for m y present situation and what will come of it .”

** I see many events . . . meetings . . . the beginnings of a solution 
. . . details that come to nothing . . . negotiations stop because another 
post is offered . . . there is a project that seems to end satisfactorily 
. . . that is all. A  new post will come from a tall, thin man, greyish. . . . 
He will write to you about it . . .  he has m any projects in his head, 
etc. . . .”

After sketching out several plans, the financial group found it necessary 
to abandon the Syrian enterprise on account of the course of exchange 
with E gypt.

May 9 th, 1921.
The financial group decided to hold over all the Syrian projects, but 

offered M. W. a post as engineer in enterprises in Morocco, asking of him 
a three years’ agreement. M. W. asked for time to consider the m atter 
before answering.

On May 9th his sister put an object belonging to him in the hands of 
Mme M------, in hypnosis, and asked her concerning her brother’s profes
sional future.

“  I see a change for him . . . someone wants this change. This gentle
man has plans to tra v e l; he will not go . . . there will be a change 
before that. . . .  I see an exchange of papers with a man that he knows 
. . .  it takes place at once ; it is the first event. . . .”

In M ay M. W. accepted the Moroccan appointment. In the course of
of June he had a stance with Mme M------(I have no records of this),
in which she said that he intended to go far away, but would not leave 
because another post would be offered him by a gentleman who is tall, 
thin, etc. . . .

He, nevertheless, left at the end of June, intending to return to fetch his 
fam ily after the hot season. He thought to stay for three years at least, 
and this idea was shared by his family.

Ju ly  27 th, 1921.
Mile Fanny W. put a letter from her brother into the hands of Mme

M------. "  Look for the person who has written this letter, and speak to me
of his life.”

“  I see a man . . . far off . . . very far . . .  I see him in beautiful 
surroundings, bright sunshine . . .  I see a kind of vapour round him 
. . . water . . . the sea. It is only an incident in his life . . . his return 
is near. . . . He has had great hopes and disappointments ; it is hollow, 
em pty . . . his destiny is not over there . . . return is near. . . .

” He will be recalled because he is wanted. A man taller than most, 
thin, deep-set eyes, hair partly white. . . .  I do not see his family over 
there . . .  he will return. . . ."

Mile Fanny stopped the sensitive, being convinced that a false mental 
image was inevitably reproduced by the continuous hypnotic memory.

O ctober 18 th , 1921.
M. W . was still in M orocco; his family at Paris waiting to join him.

In the course of a stance with Mme M------, Mile Fanny asked her to see
the present life of her brother.

Mme M------showed signs of annoyance and fatigue. **. . . He is far
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aw ay, there will be a change soon , . , but not over there, that goes for 
nothing. Here, by the will of another man a post will be offered him . . . 
a  grey-headed man who can a t last do something. He comes back, 
recalled by that gentleman . . .  it will be soon.”

Mile Fanny closed the seance, resolving to ask no more on this point, 
and more convinced than ever that the percipient was under the domina
tion of a fixed idea.

S u m m a r y  o f  the fo r e g o in g  s ta n c e s .

From  all these stances, obtained b y  correct use of a percipient with 
whom M. W . and his sister have had much experience, it appears
that Mme M------behaved as if one only event were of importance in the
professional life of M. W . She never predicted any of the intervening 
events in the two years, but she alw ays took notice of them as soon as 
they were come to pass. Grouping all the indications given, the general 
outlines of the prediction m ay be taken as follows :

A certain man was unexpectedly to offer a post. T h at man was specified 
exactly  by his appearance, his place of residence, and by the declaration 
that he was well known to M. W . These indications applied exactly 
to M. Henri D. The proposal was to be made by letter and telegram. It 
was to arrive in M. VV.’s fam ily circle during his absen ce; would be 
received by his wife and sister, the latter being in Paris only at irregular 
intervals. Following the receipt of the written proposition, M. W. 
would travel for a few hours with certain of his fam ily, and there would 
be another change of place near to M. Henri D.

During the interview in the house of the latter, the conversation 
would be in two parts ; one between M. D. and M. W. and another part 
in which a man of M. W .’s fam ily would intervene ; that during the 
interview a man belonging to the house, but of no import to the matter 
in hand, would interrupt the conversation and quickly d e p a rt; and then 
there would come in a small woman, the mistress of the house.

The m otive of the proposition would be that M. D. would require 
someone to look after his business interests.

What came to pass.
On October 16th, 1921, M. Henri D., living in Chateau L------ , in the

department of the Cher, asked b y  telephone for the address of M. W. 
from one of his sisters living in the same departm ent. This lady did not 
give the Morocco address, but the Paris address.

On October 20th Mme W. received at Paris a letter from M. D., intended 
for her husband, proposing that he should take the direction of a factory 
in which M. D. had invested money, and should develop the business.

Mile Fanny W ., who had been absent from Paris since June, had 
returned there on the 16th to return home on the 25th. She was present 
when the letter came.

On the same day a telegram was sent to M. W ., and also the letter from 
M. Henri D. (Telegram and letter.)

W hilst these unexpected events were happening in France, M. W., 
ignorant of what was taking place, asked the representative of the financial 
group, then visiting Morocco, to accept his resignation with a friendly 
cancellation of his engagement, the crisis in public affairs suspending all 
operations for a time whose end could not be foreseen. He was therefore 
free when, on October 22nd, he received the telegram summarizing the 
situation, and, a few days later, the letter.

On November 28th he was in Paris. M. D. asked for an interview 
before the meeting of the directors.
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M. W. left Paris in com pany with his brother-in-law, and by force of 
circumstances passed two days with the latter.

On December 5th his brother-in-law went with him to visit Mr. D., 
reaching his house towards 5 p.m.

During half an hour M. D. and M. W. talked over the factory and how 
it might be improved. The conversation deviated into other matters in 
which M. W .’s brother-in-law took part.

A little later a footman came into the room (the man of the house, of 
no importance) to close the shutters and see to the lamps, etc., and delayed 
conversation, so that M. D. told him to hasten and leave the room.

A t half-past five Mme D. returned from visits she had been paying 
at a distance. A t six, M. W. and his brother-in-law left M. D. The whole
scene was neither more nor less than had been foreseen by Mme M------
sixteen months before.

To these facts, of whose whole course I was continuously aware, I will 
only add one remark : that the journeys to Syria and Morocco which
Mme M------did not perceive, would certainly have been cognized by other
percipients had M. W . consulted several instead of one alone.
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3.\ E r r o r s  O r ig in a t in g  in  t h e  P e r s o n a l i t y  A s s ig n e d  f o r  
M e t a g n o m ic  C o g n it io n

C o n s id e r in g  n o w  e r r o r s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  r e f e r a b le  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
c o - g e n e r a t i v e  s o u r c e  o f  p a r a n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e — t h e  p e r s o n  
c o g n iz e d — t h e r e  a r e  f o u n d  t h e  s a m e  k in d s  o f  e r r o r  a s  t h o s e  
a n a ly s e d  a b o v e ,  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  a t t r i b u t a b l e  o n l y  t o  t h e  
m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s .  W h a t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  s a id  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  e r r o r s  w i l l  a l l o w  o f  b r i e f  t r e a t m e n t  h e r e ,  a n d  I  n e e d  c o n s id e r  
o n l y  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  g i v e n  f o r  
c o g n i t i o n .

A s  h a s  s e v e r a l  t im e s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  b o o k ,  
t h e r e  a r e  p e r s o n s  w h o  d o  n o t  in f lu e n c e  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  p e r 
c ip i e n t s  t o  w h o m  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n te d .  A r e  t h e r e  r e a l l y  s o m e  o n  
w h o m  n o  p e r c ip i e n t  c a n  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  ? N o t  h a v in g  c o n 
d u c t e d  a n y  e x p e r im e n t s  s p e c ia l l y  d e v is e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h i s  q u e s t io n  
I  c a n n o t  g i v e  a  c a t e g o r i c a l  r e p l y ,  b u t  I  a m ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  i n c l i n e d  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p e r s o n s  s o  r e f r a c t o r y  t o  d e l i n e a t i o n  
t h a t  a  s e n s i t i v e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m e t  w i t h  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  
g i v e n  p s y c h is m ,  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  p r e s e n te d  t o  a  s u f f ic ie n t  n u m b e r  
o f  g o o d  p e r c ip ie n t s ,  t h e  s e a n c e s  b e in g  r e p e a t e d  o f t e n  e n o u g h  t o  
a l l o w  o f  i n t e r - m e n t a l  a d a p t a t i o n .

B u t  f r o m  p s y c h o - p h y s io lo g ic a l  d is h a r m o n ie s  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  
r e s u l t  e i t h e r  p a r a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  f a c u l t y  o r  a c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e ,  g i v i n g  r is e  t o  t a b u l a t i o n .

I f  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  d o  n o t  in f lu e n c e  s e n s i t iv e s  w e r e  t o  f o u n d  
t h e i r  o p in io n s  o f  m e t a g n o m y  o n  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s ,  t h e y  w o u ld  n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  le d  t o  d e n y  t h e  e x is t 
e n c e  o f  t h e  r e a l  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  t o  c o n s id e r  p e r c ip ie n t s  a s  m a k i n g
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u p  r o m a n c e s ; t h u s  m a k i n g  a  w i d e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  o w n  
r a r e  a n d  c a s u a l  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r ie n c e s .

T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  o f t e n  m e t  w i t h ,  w h o s e  
c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  h a s  a  s o r t  o f  r a d i a t i n g  p o w e r  t h a t  im p o s e s  
i t s  c o n t e n t  b y  s u g g e s t io n  t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v e .  T h e y  t r a n s m i t  k n o w 
le d g e  c o n f o r m a b l e  t o  a c t u a l i t i e s ,  a n d  a ls o  l a t e n t  t a b u l a t i o n s  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  o w n  f e a r s ,  h o p e s ,  d e s i r e s ,  a n d  p r o j e c t s .  S u c h  
p e r s o n s  s e e m  t o  b r i n g  t o  p e r c i p i e n t s  n o t h i n g  b u t  e r r o r ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  i n t e r - m e n t a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  is  o n  t h e  
s u p e r f i c i a l  p l a n e  o f  t h o u g h t .

T h e r e  a r e  a ls o  t h o s e  w h o  r a d i a t e  s u p e r f i c i a l  t h o u g h t  i n  a  le s s  
d e g r e e ,  t r a n s m i t t i n g  k n o w l e d g e  n o r m a l l y  a c q u i r e d  a n d  t h a t  
w h i c h  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p l a n e  i n  v a r i a b l e  p r o p o r 
t i o n s .

T h e r e  a r e  a ls o  t h o s e  w h o  t r a n s m i t  o c c a s io n a l  s u g g e s t io n s ,  
r a d i a t i n g  s o m e  b e l i e f ,  s o m e  h o p e ,  d e s i r e ,  o r  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  m a y  
o r  m a y  n o t  b e  d r e s s e d  u p  a s  a  f a b le ,  b e c a u s e  s o m e  p a s s in g  i n 
t e n s i t y  o f  p s y c h ic a l  e l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  h a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e s e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
m e n t a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  p o w e r .  I t  i s  t h u s  t h a t
M .  L o u i s  M ------- ( p .  2 1 5 )  p r o j e c t e d  i n t o  t h e  p s y c h is m  o f  M m e  M ------
t h e  h o p e  t h a t  h i s  s o n  m i g h t  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  a  w o u n d ,  t h o u g h t  b u t  
n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  p r o v e d ,  t o  h a v e  b e e n  f a t a l .  I t  i s  t h u s  t h a t  M .
L o u i s  I ) ------- ( p .  2 1 0 )  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  p e r c i p i e n t  a l l  t h e
l u c k y  c h a n c e s  b y  w h i c h  h i s  r u i n  m i g h t  b e  a v e r t e d .

W h e n  a  m e t a g n o m i c  p e r c i p i e n t  s e e m s  t o  b e  i n  e r r o r  i t  i s  o f t e n  
b e c a u s e  h e  r e f le c t s  t h e  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  u n d e r  
d e l i n e a t i o n .

4. E rrors Originating with the E xperimenter

W h e t h e r  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  h i m s e l f  b e  t h e  p e r s o n  c o g n iz e d ,  o r  
w h e t h e r  h e  b e  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o  t h e  m e n t a l  c o u p le  w h o  g e n e r a t e  
t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  o u t p u t ,  h e  m a y  i n t e r v e n e  a s  a  d i s t u r b i n g  f a c t o r  
i n  m a n y  w a y s  ; a l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o  i m p e r f e c t  k n o w le d g e  o f  
t h e  f a c u l t y  h e  is  u s in g  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  i n a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  t h e  p e r 
c i p i e n t s  i n  t h e  r i g h t  m a n n e r .  I g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e t e r m i n 
i n g  s e q u e n c e s  o f  m e t a g n o m i c  p h e n o m e n a  w i l l  l e a d  t o  e r r o r  a n d  
h e  w i l l  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  p r o t e c t  p e r c ip i e n t s  f r o m  i t .  T h e  e x 
p e r i m e n t e r  i n c i t e s  t o  e r r o r  i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  t h o r o u g h l y  k n o w  t h e  
s e n s i t i v e s  h e  is  e m p lo y in g .

M e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s  a r e  p e r s o n s  a d a p t e d  t o  l i v e  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
l i f e .  T h e y  h a v e  b r a i n s  f i t t e d  t o  n o r m a l  t h o u g h t ; t h e i r  p a r a 
n o r m a l  m e n t a l  w o r k ,  t h o u g h  e x e r c is a b le  a t  w i l l ,  i s  n e v e r t h e le s s  
a n  a c c i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  e v e n  t h o u g h  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d .  T h i s  
s im u l t a n e o u s  n o r m a l  a n d  s u p e r n o r m a l  l i f e  r e n d e r s  s u c h  s u b je c t s  
m u c h  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t h a n  o n e  w o u l d  t h i n k .
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I n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  g o o d  o u t p u t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  k n o w  b o t h  t h e  
m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  i n f o r 
m a t i o n  r e c e iv e d ,  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p e c u l ia r i t i e s  o f  e a c h  s e n 
s i t i v e  e m p lo y e d .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  t w o  a l i k e .  T h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
m u s t  k n o w  a n d  a d a p t  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  m e n t a l  h a b i t s ,  t h e  d e f e c t s ,  
a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e a c h .

M e t a g n o m y  is  v i t i a t e d  b y  a s k in g  f r o m  s u b je c t s  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  
n o t  a b le  t o  g i v e .  B e c a u s e  a  p e r c ip i e n t  h a s  s h o w n  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r 
c e iv e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a  h u m a n  b e in g  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  a s k  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a  n a t i o n ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  a n d  t h e  is s u e  o f  a  w a r ,  
t h e  f u t u r e  p r i c e  o f  s t o c k s  a n d  s o  o n .  B e c a u s e  a  s e n s i t i v e  s h o w s  
k n o w le d g e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r m a l  s e n s e s  t h e r e  
a r e  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  a s k  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e y o n d  t h i s  l i f e .  S u c h  
d e m a n d s  g i v e  r i s e  t o  r o m a n c e s  e la b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  s u b c o n s c io u s  
m i n d  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  o r  r e f le c t e d  i n  i t .

T h e  m e t a g n o m i c  f a c u l t y  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e  m a y  a ls o  b e  v i t i a t e d  b y  
a s k in g  u n d e r  u n f a v o u r a b le  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  w h a t  i t  c a n  p r o d u c e  
w h e n  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  g o o d .  E r r o r  is  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h i s  w a y  w h e n  a  
s u b je c t  is  m a d e  t o  h o l d  p u b l i c  s ta n c e s ,  o r  e v e n  p r i v a t e  s ta n c e s  
a t  w h ic h  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t .  V e r y  f e w  p e r c ip ie n t s  c a n  
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y  e r r o r  is  
p r o d u c e d  b y  a s k in g  a  s e n s i t i v e  w h o s e  f a c u l t y  o n l y  e x t e n d s  t o  
d e l i n e a t i n g  a  p e r s o n  t h e r e  p r e s e n t ,  f o r  d e t a i l s  o n  t h o s e  d i s t a n t  i n  
s p a c e  o r  t i m e ,  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t  n o t  b e in g  
a  s t i m u l u s  t o  h i m .  E r r o r  w i l l  r e s u l t  i f  a  s u b je c t  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l i s t  
p r o c l i v i t i e s  i s  o p p o s e d  i n  h i s  a p p e a ls  t o  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  p e r s o n i f i c a 
t i o n — t h e  g u i d e ; o r  b y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  m o d e s  h a b i t u a l l y  
s e le c te d  t o  in d u c e  t h e  t r a n c e  c o n d i t i o n — l a y i n g  t h e  c a r d s ,  c o n t a c t  
a n d  i n s p e c t io n  o f  t h e  h a n d s ,  t o u c h ,  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  e t c .

M e t a g n o m y  is  a ls o  v i t i a t e d  w h e n  i t s  w o r k i n g  is  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  
q u e s t io n s  o r  e x c l a m a t i o n s  w h o s e  t e n o r  le a d s  t o  m e n t a l  r e p r e 
s e n t a t io n s  o f  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  im a g e s  c a u s e d  b y  v e r b a l  s u g g e s t io n s ,  
w h ic h  h e  m a y  m i s t a k e  f o r  m e t a g n o m ic  i n f o r m a t i o n .  F o r  in s t a n c e ,  
t o  s a y  t o  a  p e r c ip i e n t ,  “  I  a m  t h i n k i n g  o f  t a k i n g  a  j o u r n e y  t o  
A f r i c a ; s h a l l  I  g o  ? "  is  t o  a r o u s e  im a g e s  o f  t h e  s e a - v o y a g e ,  
A f r i c a n  la n d s c a p e ,  a n d  s o  o n  ; a n d  t h e  s u b je c t  is  l i k e l y  t o  t h i n k  
t h a t  w h a t  h e  s e e s  is  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h in g s  t o  b e .

A  s im p le  i n s t a n c e  o f  e r r o r  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  a n  
e x p e r im e n t e r  i n  m e t a g n o m ic  s e q u e n c e  is  a s  fo l lo w 's  :

In June, 1917, during one of the stances with reference to the disappear
ance of his son, M. Louis M. had from Mile de Berly the prediction :

M. . . very shortly you will be asked to undertake the sale of a large 
forest area . . . the matter will be spun out at first, but will afterwards 
be conducted with two men whom I clearly see coming to you ; one a 
big fair man, and the other dark and thin. . . . T h e  matter will be decided 
quickly and settled at once to the satisfaction of the vendor.

“ M. M., who had never before been asked to conduct a negotiation
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of this kind, was surprised, and then as soon as two buyers were men
tioned, he thought at once of the brothers C------ of Nevers, one of whom
was a big man and the other slight in person, but both were dark. His 
mind being busy w riting down the words of the sensitive he paid no atten
tion to the colour of the hair named, and murmured— ‘ the brothers C----- ,
no doubt.' ”

Im m ediately Mile de B erly  resumed : “  I see the two men you spoke o f ; 
they live in a little town, at the w ater's edge . . . the thin one became a 
widower very  soon, etc. . . (All details given were correct.)

The premonition then took the form to the mind of M. M .; he would 
unexpectedly be asked to undertake the sale of forest land, and that the
buyers would be the brothers C------of Nevers.

The years 1917 and 1918 passed w ithout any such proposal being made, 
but in 1919 M. Louis M. received from M. de D. a letter asking him to 
find a buyer for some woodlands in his neighbourhood, woods that he 
knew very  well. M. M. advertised the m atter.

The brothers C------ of Nevers did not visit him, but asked to see the
woods. T h ey made an offer which was not accepted. Nothing more 
followed, and M. M. told me of the prediction true as to the beginning 
and false in sequel. B u t in April, 1920, tw o representatives of the firm
G------of Paris came in an automobile, one big and fair, and the other dark
and small. T h ey  visited the forest and bought it very soon after.

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  o u t p u t  m a y  b e  f a l s i f i e d  b y  u n c o n 
s c io u s  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  w h e t h e r  b y  t r u s t i n g  
t o  m e m o r y  b e f o r e  w r i t i n g  t h e m  d o w n  o r  b y  a t t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e m  
s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  m e a n in g  a n d  p a r a p h r a s i n g  t h e m  b y  w o r d s  
j u d g e d  e q u i v a l e n t  a n d  c le a r e r .  I f  o n e  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  d o w n  t h e  
e x a c t  w o r d s  o f  t h e  s u b je c t ,  e r r o r  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  
t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  a r e  a l r e a d y  l i a b l e  t o  s o  m a n y  f o r m s  
o f  e r r o r .

T o  t h e  e r r o r s  w h i c h  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r  m a y  in d u c e  m u s t  b e  
a d d e d  t h o s e  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  g u a r d  a g a in s t ,  b u t  
f r o m  w h i c h  h e  m i g h t  p r o t e c t  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  i f  h e  w e r e  w e l l -  
i n f o r m e d  o n  t h e  d e t e r m i n i s m  o f  m e t a g n o m i c  p r o d u c t i o n .  T o  
e n t e r  i n t o  t h i s  a t  l e n g t h  w o u l d  b e  t o  r e p e a t  i n  b r i e f  w h a t  h a s  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  a n a ly s e d  i n  p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r s .  I  w i l l  h e r e  t h e r e f o r e  
m e n t i o n  t h a t  a m o n g  t h e  e r r o r s  t h a t  c a n  e a s i l y  b e  a v o id e d  is  e r r o r  
o f  d ir e c t io n  : t h a t  is ,  w h e n  t h e  s u b je c t  p e r c e iv e s  d e t a i l s  c o n c e r n 
i n g  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t h a n  t h a t  g i v e n  f o r  d e l i n e a t i o n .  K n o w le d g e  
o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  o b j e c t  w i l l  l e a d  t h e  e x p e r i 
m e n t e r  t o  p r o v i d e  h i m s e l f  w i t h  s o m e  s im p l e  a n d  u n s u g g e s t iv e  
d a t u m  b y  w h i c h  t o  e l i m i n a t e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a n y  p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  p r o p e r  o b j e c t i v e .  I n  s e e k in g  f o r  t r a c e s  o f  M r .  L e r a s le  ( p .  1 0 4 )
I  w a s  a b le  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  im a g e  o f  L o u i s  M ------- , f r o m  w h o m  I
h a d  r e c e iv e d  t h e  n e c k e r c h ie f ,  a n d  o f  t h e  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  o f  t h e  
m is s in g  m a n  f r o m  w h o m  h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  i t ,  b y  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  
t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d  w a s  a  v e r y  o l d  m a n .  M a n y  e r r o r s  o f  
f a b u l a t i o n  c a n  b e  a v o id e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  a  c u r io u s  in s t a n c e  h o w  v e r y  e a s i l y  e r r o r  m a y
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a r is e  a n d  h o w  a  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  t o  b e  d e l i n e a t e d  
m a y  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  m e n t a l  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e .

Passing through Bourges in the morning of January ioth, 1919, and 
on visiting m y sister-in-law, Mile F . G., a member of the American 
organization for help to refugees, I found great excitement in the Central 
Hotel where the offices of administration were installed on the ground 
floor. Between midnight and 8 a.m. the cupboard in the office had been 
opened by use of a tool whose traces were visible, and a metal box, 
containing 5000 francs in money amd 2000 francs in cheques, had been 
stolen.

The French police suspected some employee of the hotel, thinking that 
the theft could only have been committed by someone in the house, and 
because on searching the servants' quarters they had found some packets 
of cigarettes of an uncommon American brand (these having come from 
the same cupboard a few days before, without its having been broken 
into), a ring, and a note for 1000 francs.

As I was leaving for Paris next day I thought this might be a good 
example for testing metagnomy. I cut about fifteen inches of a thin 
string stretched between two nails inside the cupboard. It  was in these 
circumstances that I put the string into the hands of Mme Morel on 
January 12th, asking her : “  See what was witnessed by this object on 
the night between the 9th and ioth  of January.”

” . . .  I see a man, not very young, very grieved, anxious, and vexed 
. . . not very tall, his hair is light and thin, rather fresh complexion. . . .
I see something shining over his eye. . . .”

I then perceived that Mme Morel was referring to M. Louis M., for 
whose son she had held so many stances. I said : ”  No, that is not the 
person. I want to know what happened on the night of the 9 -io th  
January in the room where I took this thing.”

” . . .  Ah I I see a terrible drama . . .  a death passes before me . . . 
someone asphyxiated and stifled . . .  I see a person whose eyes are closed ; 
he does not breathe . . .  he is dead . . .  it is not a voluntary death, 
sudden, not natural . . . ”

The thin string suggested a vision of strangulation. If I had not known 
the m atter in hand I should have let this tabulation develop, although I 
should have been much astonished that so thin a string could have served 
such a purpose. B ut acting on what I knew and to put the subject on the 
right track without giving any suggestive matter, and to avoid any 
further objectless mental working, I said : "  I took this string from a 
cupboard where there has been a theft. See the scene of the theft.”

” . . .  Yes, I see a cupboard. . . .  It has been forced . . .  I see two 
persons like two shadows . . . they are not strangers to the room, they 
know it. . . . They do not go back into the house by the door . . .  I do 
not see them go in . . . they are in the house. . . .

”  They go out by an opening, close by the cupboard . . .  it is a large 
opening, a window. It  is in the morning, it is not yet daylight . . . the 
cupboard was forced in order to steal. . . . Papers and money have been 
taken. . . . He who did the active part is a man with light chestnut hair, 
dark eyes, irregular features, a square and rather flat fa ce ; his clothing is 
like unbleached serge . . .  he seems to have a long cloak of the same 
colour. . . . The other does not move, so to speak . . .  he is quite young, 
or seems quite young, a mere youth, looks cunning. He has a subordinate 
p a r t ; he touches nothing. . .

On January 15th the American police, warned about the theft, took up 
the affair. They arrested a young American chauffeur, J------, aged
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seventeen, who had disappeared w ith his car a few days before. Some 
days later they issued a w arrant against an American, Captain S., the 
suspected thief. He was arrested at Brest a t the end of January.

In June, 1919. an Am erican court-m artial tried both men at Nevers. 
Captain S. was sentenced to tw o years’ imprisonment for the theft at 
Bourges. According to the evidence he had passed most of the night 
enjoying himself in the hotel, and must have gone into the office about 
3 a.m ., forced the cupboard, and left b y  the window, which was found 
partly open by the night porter, at daybreak.

The chauffeur, J------, was acquitted of the theft, but had to avow that
on the morning of the n t h  he had taken Captain S. to Paris and had 
received 1000 francs for so doing.

The physical characteristics of these two men were as given by Mm. 
Morel.

It  was stated in evidence that Captain S. was assiduous in attendance 
at the American Red Cross. No one would have thought of suspecting him. 
When Mile G. received the account of the stance on January 14th she held 
the visions of the sensitive to be an error.

Here, then, is a stance which began with im aginary m atter and ended 
with exact cognizance of an event, because I was able to give a slight 
indication enabling the subject to perceive the facts by a clue leading 
to the source of transcendental cognition.

I f  a n  e x p e r im e n t e r  d o e s  n o t  w i s h  t o  g i v e  p a s s iv e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
t o  e r r o r  h e  s h o u l d  a v o i d  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  e n t ir e ly  u n k n o w n  a n d  
a c q u i r e  s o m e  d a t u m  w h ic h ,  w i t h o u t  l e a d i n g  h i m  t o  a n y  k n o w 
le d g e  o f  t h e  e n d  t o  b e  r e a c h e d ,  w i l l  g i v e  h i m  a  c lu e  w h e t h e r  t h e  
s e n s i t i v e  is  m a k i n g  a  g o o d  o r  a  b a d  s t a r t .

T o  l e t  a  s e n s i t i v e  g o  o n  w i t h  v e r i f i e d  e r r o r ,  o r  n o t  t o  p la c e  
o n e s e l f  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  g u a r d  a g a in s t  i t ,  i s  t o  s h o w  ig n o r a n c e  o f  
t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  p e r c ip i e n t s  a n d  w i l l  a l w a y s  r e s u l t  i n  i n f e r i o r  
o u t p u t .

I t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  d o  m o r e  t h a n  a l l u d e  t o  f r a u d .  T h i s
c a n  t a k e  b u t  t w o  f o r m s — c o n s c io u s  t a b u l a t i o n ,  o r  p r e v io u s  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .

N o t h i n g  is  e a s ie r  t h a n  t o  k e e p  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  i n  a b s o lu t e  
ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  g i v e n  f o r  t h e i r  c o g n iz a n c e .  A s  t o  
r o m a n c e s  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  c o n s c io u s ly  i n v e n t ,  s u c h  a r e .  f o r  
p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  e r r o r  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  d e c e iv e .

A m o n g  a l l  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  M e t a p s y c h ic s ,  t h e s e ,  s u b j e c t i v e  
i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n ,  f u r n i s h  t h e  b e s t  e v id e n c e  a n d  t h e  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  
p r o o f  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  m e t a p s y c h ic  f a c u l t y .  T h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  
s e n s i t i v e  a r e  o b j e c t i f i e d  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  v e r i f i e d  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  
w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  r e f e r .  T h e r e  is  n o  r o o m  f o r  
t h a t  d o u b t  w i t h  w h ic h  e c t o p la s m ic  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  t h o s e  o f  
m o v e m e n t  w i t h o u t  c o n t a c t  a r e  r e c e iv e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  m i n d s  
d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  m e a n s  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e v is e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  o f  t h e i r  
r e a l i t y .

W i l l  i t  n o w  b e  u n d e r s t o o d ,  a f t e r  t h i s  r e v ie w  o f  c a u s e s  o f  e r r o r ,  
u n d e r  w h a t  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  p r o f e s s io n a l  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b je c t s
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w o r k ,  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  t h e i r  o w n  m e n t a l i t i e s  a n d  w o r k e d  u p o n  b y  a l l  
k i n d s  o f  i g n o r a n t  c u r i o s i t y .

I t  i s  a m o n g  p r o f e s s io n a ls ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  b e s t  
s u b je c t s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  p e r s is t e n t  u s e  g iv e s  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  a l l  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  w h ic h  i t  is  c a p a b le ,  a n d  r e n d e r s  i t  a d a p t a b le  t o  a  
g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n a l i t ie s .

B y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  d e f e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e y  w o r k ,  
t h e y  a r e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  l i a b l e  t o  m a n y  e r r o r s ,  y e t  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  
b e c o m e s  m o r e  a c u t e  b y  u s e ,  a n d  t h e y  c a n  f u r n i s h  a b u n d a n t  
s u p e r n o r m a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  a  q u a l i t y  s u c h  a s  t o  c o m p e l  c o n v i c t i o n  
i n  a n y o n e  w h o  w i l l  s u b m i t  h i s  o w n  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  d e l i n e a t io n  b y  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  g o o d  s e n s i t iv e s .

A l l  t h e  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  e r r o r  c o n s id e r e d  o n e  b y  o n e  a b o v e ,  a n d  
c o r r e la t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c a u s e s ,  a r e  m in g le d  a n d  c o m b in e d  i n  p r a c t i c e .  
O n e  s u b je c t  m a y  t a b u l a t e  b e c a u s e  h e  is  w o r k i n g  o n  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  
t h a t  d o e s  n o t  m u c h  in f lu e n c e  h i m ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  e x p e r im e n t e r  
i n s i s t s  o n  p r e s s in g  h i m .

S o  n u m e r o u s  a r e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  e r r o r  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e t a -  
g n o m y  i n  w h ic h  s e v e r a l  f u n c t i o n a l  p la n e s  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  
p s y c h is m s  a r e  i n  s im u l t a n e o u s  a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  m a r v e l 
lo u s  t h a t  a n y  im p e c c a b le  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  s h o u ld  b e  f o u n d .  
M e t a g n o m y  is  a  h u m a n  f a c u l t y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a lw a y s  i m p e r f e c t ,  
s o m e t im e s  m u c h  m o r e  s o , s o m e t im e s  le s s .

W i t h  s o m e  e x c e l le n t  p e r c ip ie n t s  a v a i la b le  t o - d a y ,  e r r o r  is  
g e n e r a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  d e t a i l s  o f  a  l i f e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  t h e  e p is o d e s  o f  i t s  c o u r s e .  I t  is  r a r e  t h a t  t h e y  d o  
n o t  g i v e  c o r r e c t l y  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  a  l i f e  i n  a  f i r s t  s ta n c e ,  
u n le s s  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  s o m e  i r r e d u c i b l e  p s y c h o - p h y s ic a l  d i s 
h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  b e  c o g n iz e d .

M o r e o v e r ,  w i t h  w e l l - e n d o w e d  s u b je c t s ,  e r r o r s  u s u a l ly  l a s t  a  
v e r y  s h o r t  t im e .  T h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  o b je c t i v e  
p r e s e n ts  i t s e l f  a t  e a c h  s u c c e s s iv e  s ta n c e  s l i g h t l y  c h a n g e d  b y  i t s  
s e n s e s  a n d  b y  o t h e r  u n k n o w n  m e a n s  a s  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  i t s  l i f e  
f lo w s  o n .  T h a t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  le a r n e d  b y  t h e  m e a n s  c a l le d  
"  n o r m a l  ”  a n d  b y  th o s e  t h a t  a r e  h id d e n ,  b r in g s  i t  a b o u t  t h a t  
e a r l i e r  e r r o r s  a r e  r e c t i f i e d  a n d  a r e  r e p la c e d  b y  k n o w le d g e  c o n 
f o r m a b le  t o  f a c t s ,  e v e n  w h e n  t h a t  k n o w le d g e  d e a ls  w i t h  a  f u t u r e  
j u s t  a s  in a c c e s s ib le  t o  c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  a s  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  c a s e .

T h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  n o w  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  e s s e n t ia l  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
e r r o r s  is  t o  a  c o m p r e h e n s io n  o f  m e t a g n o m y .  I t  c o n f i r m s  w h a t  
e x p e r im e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  s u g g e s ts  a s  t o  t h e  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c in g  
u n c o n t a m in a t e d  m e t a g n o m ic  o u t p u t .  S e e n  a s  a  w h o le ,  m e t a 
g n o m ic  c o g n i t i o n  is  a n  o c c u l t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t w o  o r  m o r e
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h u m a n  b e in g s  w h i c h  i s  s t i m u l a t e d  w h e n  o n e  is  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  f o r  d e l i n e a t i o n .

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  h o w  i t  i s  e f f e c t e d  is  s t i l l  t o  
b e  d i s c o v e r e d .  B u t  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  t h a t  e n d  is  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  
e x is t e n c e  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  m o d e s  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y .  T h i s  is  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r k .
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C H A P T E R  V I

“ E X P E R I M E N T A L  R E A S O N I N G  ”  A N D  A  W O R K I N G

H Y P O T H E S I S

I
 H A V E  s o m e t im e s  r e a d  t h a t  a s  r e g a r d s  a n  i n f a n t  s c ie n c e  
s u c h  a s  m e t a p s y c h ic s ,  t h e  p r o p e r  c o u r s e  is  t o  a m a s s  f a c t s ,  
m a n y  f a c t s  a n d  a l w a y s  m o r e  f a c t s ,  a n d  le a v e  t h e i r  e x p la n a 
t i o n  t o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s .  T h is  is  w i l f u l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  

s t e r i l i t y .  T h o s e  w h o  a d o p t  t h i s  c o u r s e  u n d e r t a k e  a n  e a s y  t a s k ,  
b u t  o n e  o f  s m a l l  u t i l i t y ,  w h ic h ,  m o r e o v e r ,  b e c o m e s  e n t i r e l y  s u p e r 
f lu o u s  f r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e  f r e s h  f a c t s  a r e  m e r e  r e p e t i t i o n s  
o f  t h e  k i n d  a l r e a d y  r e c o r d e d .

I  t h i n k ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i n  s t u d y i n g  t h e  l a t e n t  p o w e r s  o f  m a n  
t h a t  i n  t h i s ,  a s  i n  o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  e x p e r im e n t a l  s c ie n c e ,  i t  is  
d e s i r a b le  t o  d i r e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le  t o w a r d s  a  
p r o v i s i o n a l  e x p la n a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  m a r s h a l  f a c t s  i n  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  
a s  t o  s u g g e s t  w 'h a t  C la u d e  B e r n a r d  c a l le d  “  e x p e r im e n t a l  
r e a s o n in g  ’ ’ o r  “ a  w o r k i n g  h y p o t h e s i s . ’ ’  F o r  t h e  r e a l l y  f r u i t f u l  
w 'o r k  is  t h a t  w h ic h  t e s t s  p r o v is i o n a l  h y p o t h e s is  b y  e x p e r im e n t  
a n d  u s e s  a l l  t h a t  is  t r u e  a n d  u s e f u l  t h a t  i t  m a y  c o n t a in .

T h i s  i s  t h e  s ta g e  o f  e x p e r im e n t a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  g u id e d  b y  a  
d i r e c t i n g  id e a  t o w a r d s  d e f in i t e  c o n c lu s io n s ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  d e s ir e d  t o  
r e a c h  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m ic  p h e n o m e n a  e x e r c is e d  u p o n  a  
h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y .

I  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  a  w o r k i n g  
h y p o t h e s is  a n d  a  p r o v is i o n a l  e x p la n a t i o n  h o p in g  t h a t  i t  m a y  
s u g g e s t  f r ^ s h  e x p e r im e n t s  a n d  o p e n  u p  n e w  p a t h s  o f  e x p lo r a t i o n .

E x p e r i m e n t a l  s t u d y  o f  q u a s i - i n t u i t i v e  c o g n i t i o n  o f  m a n ,  b y  
m a n ,  h a s  le d  m e  t o  c o n s id e r  s u b je c t s  e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h i s  p a r a 
n o r m a l  p o w e r  a s  i n t e r m e d ia r ie s  t r a n s p o s in g  i n t o  c o n s c io u s  
t h o u g h t  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  d r a w n  p a r t l y  f r o m  t h e  p la n e  
o f  c e r e b r a l  e x e r c is e  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  p e r s o n a l i t ie s  w h o s e  
s ta t e s  o f  l i f e  t h e y  d e l in e a t e ,  b u t  m o r e  e s p e c ia l ly  f r o m  a  t r a n 
s c e n d e n t a l  p la n e  o f  t h o u g h t  w h ic h  k n o w s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p a r t s  
p la y e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  l i f e  a n d  a c q u i r e s  k n o w le d g e  
o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  c o m in g  e v e n ts  a s  th e s e  g r a d u a l l y  c o m e  i n t o  
r e a l i z a t io n .

A s  I  h a v e  d e t a i le d  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r  o n  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u rc e s ,  i t  is
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t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  ( a n d  n o  o t h e r )  t h a t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e l y  s u g g e s t e d  b y  
a l l  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  m o s t  f e a s ib le  f o r  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  N a t u r e  ; t h a t  is ,  i n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  c a s e  w h e n  
t h e  m e t a g n o m i c  s u b j e c t  e x e r c is e s  t h e  f a c u l t y  o n  a  p e r s o n  t h e r e  
p r e s e n t .

T h e r e  r e m a i n  t h e  m o r e  o b s c u r e  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  f a c u l t y  is  
e x e r c i s e d  o n  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  a n d ,  m o r e  e s p e c ia l ly ,  
w h o  a r e  d i s t a n t  i n  t i m e .  H e r e  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  p u t  f o r w a r d  d o e s  
n o t  p r o c e e d  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  f a c t s ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  c o m p le t e  
a n a l o g y  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .  
A n a l o g y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  f o r  t h e  
i n f e r e n c e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s t u d y  o f  m e t a g n o m y  o n  p e r s o n s  n e a r  
b y ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  w o u l d  b e  e n t i r e l y  o p e n .  I  n e v e r t h e le s s  p r o p o s e  
t h a t  t h e  s a m e  h y p o t h e s i s  s h o u l d  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  t h e  m o r e  o b s c u r e  
c a s e s  a s  f o r  t h e  le s s  o b s c u r e .  I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  r o o t e d  i n  m a n y  
f a c t s  a n d ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t e  p u r p o s e  o f f e r e d  t o  e x p e r im e n t ,  
i t  m a y  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  i n t o  a  d e f in i t e  
s o l u t i o n  a n d  a n  a c q u i r e d  t r u t h .

I n  t h e  u n e x p l o r e d  r e g i o n  o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t  w e  a d v a n c e  w i t h  
h e s i t a t i n g  s te p s .  F e e l i n g  i n  t h e  d a r k  f o r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h in g s ,  t h e  
s e a r c h in g  h a n d  m e e t s  a  t h r e a d  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  t h in g s  
a l r e a d y  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  a n d  i t  m a y  p o s s i b l y  p r o v e  t h e  g u i d i n g  c lu e  
b y  w h i c h  o u r  a d v a n c e  m a y  b e c o m e  q u i c k e r  a n d  m o r e  s u r e .  I s  i t  
n o t  b e t t e r  t o  h o l d  t h i s  a n d  s e e  w h i t h e r  i t  le a d s ,  t h a n  t o  r i s k  
s t r a y i n g  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  f a n c ie s  ?

“  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  k i n d s  o f  h y p o t h e s e s , ”  E m i l e  B o i r a c  u s e d  t o  
s a y ,  * ' o n e  k i n d  i n e r t  a n d  i d l e ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h e y  m a y  a f f o r d  t o  t h e  m i n d  b y  t h e i r  s i m p l i c i t y ,  
t h e i r  c o h e r e n c e ,  a n d  t h e i r  v e r i s i m i l i t u d e ,  t h e y  o p e n  n o  w a y  
t o w a r d s  a c t i o n ,  s u g g e s t  n o  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  n o  r e s e a r c h  t o  
d i s c o v e r  o t h e r  f a c t s  b e y o n d  t h o s e  w h o s e  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h e y  c la i m  
t o  f u r n i s h .  T h e  o t h e r  k i n d ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a r e  a c t i v e  a n d  
la b o r i o u s ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t e n d i n g  t o  i m m e d i a t e  r e a l i z a t i o n  b y  
e f f e c t i v e  e x p e r im e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  le s s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
k n o w n  f a c t s  t h a n  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  n e w  f a c t s ,  a n d  o f  o t h e r s  
f o l l o w i n g  o n  t h e s e  i n  a n  u n e n d i n g  p r o g r e s s io n  ”  ( E .  B o i r a c ,

V A v e n i r  desSciences P s y c h iq u e s ) .
k H y p o t h e s e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  m e t a g n o m i c  s e n s i t i v e s  t h e  s o le  

f a c t o r  f o r  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  o f  m a n  b y  m a n ,  a r e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
i n e r t .

T h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  h y p o t h e s is — t h a t  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  h a s  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  d u p l i c a t i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  t h u s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  
o n  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  p la n e  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p la n e  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  
a n d  is  a b le  t o  d r a w  f r o m  t h e n c e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
p h e n o m e n a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  w h ic h  o u r  s e n s e s  c a n  g i v e  u s  o n l y
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s u c c e s s iv e  p e r c e p t i o n s — is  n o t  t h i s  t o  l i m i t  o u r s e lv e s  t o  t h e  
c o n t i n u a l  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h i s  p lu n g e  i n t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n s c io u s 
n e s s ,  t o  r e s t r i c t  o u r s e lv e s  t o  s e e k in g  b e t t e r  m e a n s  o f  r e a c h in g  
t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a n d ,  i n  s h o r t ,  t o  p la c e  o u r s e lv e s  i n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  n e v e r  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s is  i t s e l f  ?

O r ,  o t h e r w is e ,  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s e n s i t i v e  h a s  
t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  a b a n d o n in g  t h e  c e r e b r a l  m e c h a n is m  o f  t h o u g h t  t o  
t h e  in f l u e n c e  o f  d e m a t e r i a l i z e d  e n t i t i e s ,  o r ,  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  o f  
s p i r i t s ,  w h o  f r o m  t h e i r  p la n e  o f  h ig h e r  k n o w le d g e ,  v o l u n t a r i l y  
i n f o r m  t h e  l i v i n g — is  n o t  t h i s  t o  im p r i s o n  o n e s e l f  i n  a n  i n t e r p r e t a 
t i o n  t h a t  a s k s  n o t h i n g  o f  e x p e r im e n t  b u t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  
s p i r i t ,  t o  j u d g e  o f  i t s  n a t u r e  b y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e v e la t i o n  m a d e ,  
a n d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  ?

I  d o  n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  w e ig h  t h e  e x p la n a t o r y  v a lu e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  
v a r i a n t s  o f  a  s in g le  h y p o t h e s is .  B u t  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r im e n t a l  p o i n t  
o f  v ie w ,  I  c a n  s a y  t h a t  t h e  th c o s o p h ic a l v a r ia n t  i s  s o  w id e  t h a t  i t  
s u g g e s ts  n o  e x p e r im e n t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u p e r n o r m a l  c o g n i t i o n  o f  
m a n  b y  m a n  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e  s p ir it u a l is t  v a r ia n t  o m i t s  e n q u i r y  i n t o  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c o g n i t i o n  l a t e n t  i n  t h e  h u m a n  b e in g ,  a n d  
r e s t r i c t s  i t s  e n q u i r y  t o  a  p r o b le m  w h ic h  is  p e r h a p s  in s o lu b le  a n d  
is  c e r t a i n l y  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t ; t h u s  b e g in n in g ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  a t  t h e  e n d .

T h e  h y p o t h e s is  w h ic h  c o n s id e r s  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  m e t a g n o m y  
o n  a  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a n  u n c o n s c io u s  p s y c h ic  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o n  v a r io u s  p la n e s  b e t w e e n  c o g n iz e r  a n d  c o g n iz e d ,  
w i t h o u t  p r e j u d g i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  o r  a n  u n b o r n  
p e r s o n a l i t y — t h i s  h y p o t h e s is ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  is  i n t e n s e ly  a c t i v e .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e  ( a n d  t h i s  is  n o t  i t s  le a s t  m e r i t )  i t  o b l ig e s  u s  t o  
b e g in  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g — t o  e n t e r  o n  t h e  u n k n o w n  b y  t h e  m o r e  
e a s i l y  d is c o v e r a b le — e x p e r im e n t  o n  t h e  l i v i n g .

N o t  c o n s id e r in g  t h e  m e t a g n o m ic  s u b je c t  a s  s u p e r n a t u r a l l y  
i n s p i r e d  ( b y  w h ic h  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  m a t t e r  a c t u a l l y  r e v e a le d  
w o u ld  b e  k n o w a b le ) ,  t h i s  h y p o t h e s is  in s is t s  t h a t  t h i s  p s y c h ic  
i n t e r m e d i a r y  s h o u ld  b e  c lo s e ly  s c r u t in i z e d  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  h is  
p e c u l ia r  f a c u l t y  b e f o r e  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  i t  i n  e x p e r im e n t a t io n .

I t  p r e s e n ts  f o r  r e s e a r c h  a n  e x p e r im e n t a l  p r o g r a m m e  w h o s e  w id e  
e x t e n t  w i l l  b e  a p p a r e n t  f r o m  t h e  m e r e  e n u m e r a t io n  o f  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  
e le m e n ts .

I t  s u g g e s ts  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p la n e  o f  t h e  s e n s o r ia l  a c t io n  o f  t h o u g h t  
— t h e  " c o n s c io u s  ”  a n d  "  s u b c o n s c io u s  ” — u n d e r  p s y c h o - p h y s io 
lo g ic a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  w h ic h  i t s  c a p a c i t ie s  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  in f o r m a t i o n ,  
i t s  p o w e r  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  i t s  c o n t e n t  a n d  o f  a s s o c ia t in g  i t s e l f  i n  
c o l l a b o r a t io n  w i t h  o t h e r  s im i la r  p la n e s ,  c a n  b e  s t a t e d  a n d  
a n a ly s e d .

I t  s u g g e s ts  e x p lo r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e n t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p s y c h ic  
p la n e  b y  s t i m u l a t i n g  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  b y  a l l  p o s s ib le  m e th o d s .

It s u g g e s ts  e x p e r im e n t a l  e n q u i r y  o n  t h e  p s y c h o - p h y s ic s  of 
16



m u t u a l l y  i n t e r a c t i n g  p s y c h ic  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  S p a c e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  i n  
T i m e .

I t  h i n t s  a t  e x p e r im e n t s ,  f o l l o w i n g  o n  t h o s e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  b r a i n  a n d  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  
u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
w h e t h e r  a s  a  p e r s i s t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o r  a s  a  m e m o r y - r e p r e s e n t a 
t i o n  i n  t h e  c o s m ic  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  s e e k s  f o r  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  
r e a l  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  b y  e x p e r i m e n t a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  
b e in g .  I t  t r a n s f e r s  w h a t  h a s  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  a  s p e c u l a t io n  o f  t h e  
m i n d  t o  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c ie n c e .

I  p u t  i t  f o r w a r d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  f r u i t f u l  w o r k  t h a t  i t  s u g g e s ts ,  
a n d  a ls o  b e c a u s e  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  a c t i v e  a n d  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b s e r v a 
t i o n ,  i t  i s  a  g u id e  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  t o  b e  v e r i f i e d  a n d  d e v e lo p e d .

A t  t h e  c o n c l u s io n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  I  o f f e r  m y  e x c u s e s  t h a t  i t  c a n  
g i v e  o n l y  p a r t i a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  m in d s .

A  s e r ie s  o f  s p e c ia l  e x p e r im e n t s  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  id e n t ity  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  c a s e s  
( i )  w h e n  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  is  c lo s e  t o  t h e  p e r c i p i e n t ,  a n d  (2 )  w h e n  
i t  i s  d i s t a n t  i n  s p a c e  o r  i n  t i m e ,  c o u ld  b e  a n s w e r e d  w i t h  p r e c is io n .

M o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  
t h e  u n b o r n  p e r s o n a l i t y  c a n  b e  c o g n iz e d  b y  m e t a g n o m y ,  a s  i t  c a n  
w h e n  d e c e a s e d .

T h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  p o s s i b l y  i n v o l v e s  a  c o m p l e t e  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  a l l  o u r  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  h u m a n  b e i n g  a n d  o n  
l i f e .

I  m i g h t  h a v e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e s e  s e r io u s  g a p s  b y  c o n t i n u i n g  m y  
s o l i t a r y  w o r k ; b u t  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  is  s o  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  o f  
s u c h  h i g h  i n t e r e s t ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  t h o u g h t  i t  b e t t e r  t o  p u b l i s h  a t  o n c e  
t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n s  h i t h e r t o  m a d e ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  o t h e r  
e x p e r im e n t e r s  a  m a i n  l i n e  a n d  v a r io u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  b y  
w h i c h  t h e y  m a y ,  w i t h o u t  w a s t e  o f  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t ,  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e n t  a n d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  z o n e s  o f  h u m a n  
t h o u g h t .
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